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Our salute to the life and times of 
the Holston preacher s̓ kid.
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If your family s̓ idea of a night out is a covered-dish supper in the fel-
lowship hall … you might be a preacher’s kid. 

If your only prayer is that no one in the church dies on the day youʼre 
going on vacation … you might be a preacher’s kid. 

If your family takes two cars on vacation because your parent might 
be called home for a funeral … you might be a preacher’s kid. 

If you are present in Sunday school more than your teacher … you 
might be a preacher’s kid. 

If the preacher s̓ sermon illustrations sound strangely familiar, with 
only the names changed … you might be a preacher’s kid. 

If your family s̓ idea of an extended vacation is to spend one more 
night at Lake Junaluska following Annual Conference …you might be 
a preacher’s kid. 

If your friends think youʼre lucky because your parent only works 
one day a week … you might be a preacher’s kid. 

If your mom is caught loading boxes at the back of the 
liquor store in June … you might be a preacher’s 
kid. 

If your family drives to the movie theater in the next 
town to avoid bumping into parishioners … you might 
be a preacher’s kid. 

If all of your pets have been baptized and some eulogized … 
you might be a preacher’s kid. 

If you inadvertently begin reciting The Apostles  ̓Creed when your 
classmate is leading The Pledge of Allegiance …
you might be a preacher’s kid. 

If your dad has married as many women as the 
patriarchs in the Old Testament and your mom approves 
of it … you might be a preacher’s kid. 

If youʼve learned that the four major food groups 
are fried chicken, deviled eggs, any casserole, and more fried 
chicken …you might be a preacher’s kid. 

If you want to re-paint your bedroom and the Parsonage Committee 
approves any shade of beige … you might be a preacher’s kid. 

If you are elected president of your youth fellowship group at your 
first meeting … you might be a preacher’s kid. 

If your mom is UMW president, VBS director, and plays the piano in 
worship … you might be a preacher’s kid. 

  
If your parent searches up and down the east coast for addresses of 

non-resident parishioners upon whom he can make a front-porch visit 
while on vacation so that the mileage is tax-deductible … you might 
be a preacher’s kid. 
 
With gratitude to the Rev. Tom Ballard, Jonna Williams Ballard, Emily 
Ballard, William Ballard,  Betty Williams, Teresa Williams, and Susan 
Williams McCammon. 

Salute 
to the Holston preacher’s kid

Image by Millie Meese

By John Shearer

A s a small congregation in Holston 
was making plans for a Sunday 
service that fell before a patriotic 

holiday not too long ago, one member 
wanted to decorate the church in red, 
white, and blue.

THE PASTOR, although a child of a World 
War II veteran, diplomatically tried to dis-
courage the well-meaning gesture. After 
all, the pastor thought, what if an inter-
national Christian student from the local 
college were to come to worship at their 
church that day? What kind of message of 
universal Christian love would that send 
the person?

But, some might argue, a patriotic salute 
during the service would simply recognize 
how the American military has helped pre-
serve freedom to worship.

With July 4 nearing, other pastors and 
worship leaders may grapple with how 
to serve patriotic congregants while also 
remembering the Biblical and United 
Methodist Church s̓ teachings against war.

The Rev. Kathie Wilson-Parker, pastor 
of Main Street UMC in Tazewell Dis-
trict, said the issue is made more complex 
because many churchgoers tend to consoli-
date values that are dear to them. And in 
many cases, love of God and country are 
both important, she said.

“They tend to put it all in one box, and 
as pastors we want to keep the love of God 
primary,” she said.

Because worshipers often bring their 
patriotism in the church doors with them, 
she finds it sometimes hard to know the 
best way to show what represents Jesus. 

When Pentecost Sunday fell recently 
on Memorial Day weekend, most of her 
service focused on Pentecost, she said. But 
she did place a patriotically related litany 
reading from the denomination s̓ “Book of 
Worship” at the end.

“I wanted to separate it a little bit from 

We asked these probationers (acknowl-
edged at Annual Conference), “What 
book is lying on your nightstand?” 
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Does patriotism 
have a place in 
the church?

Holston pastors
wade into the 
dilemma

It’s Annual Conference time, and all over the denomination, preachers’ kids are 
gearing up for relocations required by their parents’ ministries. Over the years, 
the Rev. Tom Ballard and his family have collected a series of one-liners that 
capture, with humor, the plight of clergy offspring. With apologies to comedian 

Jeff Foxworthy (“You might be a redneck if ...”), here is our 


