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inside: new local pastors
Photos of our newly licensed local pastors, as well as others rec-
ognized at the Annual Conference ordination and commissioning 
services. 

Page 8

you asked
Questions from our mail: ʻWhat is 
the UMC doing to end this war?ʼ
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beyond the ribbon
A United Methodist task force has compiled 
resources to help local congregations reach
out to service members in their communities.

                                   Page 6

See  Annual Conference,  page 4

ORDINATION, 
COMMISSIONING, 
AND LICENSING

FULL CONNECTION ELDERS – Above, front row, left to right: Mat Merker, Darryl Rasnake, John Crabtree, Debbie 
Stokes, Becky Stephens, Brenda Carroll (Board of Ordained Ministry chair), Bishop James Swanson, Doug Hyndrich, Todd 
Adams, Laura Wyke, Crystal Salyers Smith, Tammy Wright. Back row: Richard Rudesill, Harry Layell, Doug Armstrong, 
Jason Gattis, Paul Seay, Wil Cantrell, Lon Tobin, Ray Amos Sr., Kevin Holmes, Scott Layer, Todd Kingrea.

PROBATIONARY ELDERS – Front row, from left to right: Christi Taylor, 
Nancy Eastridge, Bishop James Swanson, Linda Bass, Clair Travis. Back row: 
Lew Kizer, Mike Cutshaw, Jeremy LaDuke, Rhonda Hobbs, Kenneth Faught.

At the 2007 Holston Annual Conference in Lake 
Junaluska, N.C., the following persons were presented 
at various services during the June 10-13 gathering. 

ABOVE: NEWLY LICENSED LOCAL 
PASTORS – Front row, left to right: 
Randy Lantz, Bill Stuart, Teresa 
Atkins, Martha Beamer, Rex Hill, 
Bobby Black. Back row: Rex Rogers, 
Ronnie Duncan, Joe Phillips, Ed Blair, 
Jim Putnam.  Not pictured: John 
Price

NEWLY LICENSED LOCAL PASTORS – Front row, left to right: Ray Amos Jr., Linda Krauss, Leah Burns, Don Shelor, Craig 
Hall, Javier Hernandez, Tom Witten. Back row: Kristen Burkhart, Joe Davis, John Slater, Glenn Burcham, Michael Duncan, 
John Repass.

LEFT: ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
– From left to right: Clyde Hester, 
Rance Edwards, Brenda Carroll 
(Board of Ordained Ministry chair), 
Bishop James Swanson, Will Shewey, 
Paul Griffith.

PROBATIONARY DEACON – Clark Taylor and Bishop James Swanson.

FULL CONNECTION DEACON – From left to right: Brenda Carroll (Board 
of Ordained Ministry chair), Melanie Karnes, Bishop James Swanson.

H is voice rough and 
hoarse from days of 
reading election results 
and calming the storms 

over resolutions, Bishop James 
Swanson pleaded with church 
leaders at the final worship ser-
vice of Annual Conference.

�I know where youʼre going,� 
he said. �I donʼt think God 
would send you if you couldnʼt 
shine light into the darkness 
� I know, I know. I sleep with 
910 churches every night. God 
set me up, gave me a double 
whammy, made me fall in love 
with you all � 

�But this was once a great 
kingdom, and somebody lost 
their faith,� he said referring to 
the children s̓ book, �The Spy-
glass,� read aloud at the begin-
ning of his sermon.

AN EMOTIONAL 
       ANNUAL CONFERENCE

�My sisters and my broth-
ers, let s̓ leave here today, and 
let s̓ gird up our loins. Let s̓ be 
so passionate about the hurting 
things in our communities that 
we will change � so that others 
might come in.�

In the year before leaders of 
the entire denomination gather to 
make decisions at the 2008 Gen-
eral Conference, this Annual Con-
ference was expected to be more 
emotionally charged than usual. 

It was, but reactions varied. 
While some members sparred 
over resolutions and worried over 
health-insurance coverage, others 
skipped out on long, hot business 
sessions to maximize fellowship 
opportunities with old friends.

In the end, the work got 
done, and God was praised. The 

  Online resources
 
• United Methodist News Service:

        Annual Conference reports
        from all over

        www.umc.org/ACreports  

 • Daily editions of The Call 
         at Annual Conference

          ac.holston.org

 • More photos from 
       Annual Conference 
           ac.holston.org

Bishop James Swanson preaches an emotional Sending Forth sermon on June 13, the final worship 
service before Annual Conference members departed the four-day meeting.

Members take time out from Tuesday afternoon�s session to enjoy 
complimentary ice cream. Pictured above from left to right are the 
Rev. David Anderson and the Rev. Gary Grogg. 

Betsy Kersey, Cleveland District, questions the Resolutions Committee 
during the Wednesday morning session. Kersey is a member of the
Varnell-Day Sunday School Class, which submitted three resolutions.
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