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By Anna Lee

�Are there tigers where you live?� 
�Do you live in a grass hut?� 

When Rebekah S.* was a child, these were the sorts of ques-
tions she asked whenever missionaries visited her father s̓ church. 
Rebekah, a Holston Conference pastor s̓ daughter, remembers how 
she and her sisters probed missionaries with questions whenever 
they came to her home to share a meal. Rebekah also recalls, when 
she was about five years old, saying she wanted to be a Native 
American when she grew up. 

Thus began Rebekah s̓ early fascination with missions, other cul-
tures, and her need for spreading the gospel. 

While other 24-year-olds are starting careers or buying homes, 

Rebekah today finds herself learning Arabic and Muslim customs. She is currently a 
member at First Galax United Methodist Church in Wytheville District, where she is 
answering the call to full-time foreign missions. 

On Aug. 6, Rebekah left for a two-year stint in the Darfur region of Sudan. For 
the first two years she will be in Sudan as a �student.� In the following years she will 
serve in humanitarian aid and church planting.

HEART NEED
�I have wanted to go to Africa since I knew it existed,� says Rebekah. While 

always intrigued by other cultures, Rebekah felt called toward long-term missions 
during her middle school and high school years. At Asbury College in Wilmore, Ky., 
she completed a bachelor s̓ degree in Christian Ministry with an emphasis in mis-
sions. While studying at Asbury from 2001 to 2005, Rebekah felt God leading her to 
work specifically among the poor as well as among Muslims. She began to under-
stand that Muslims spend their lives trying to earn their way into heaven, that they 
have a �heart need� for peace and for Christ. She read about Sudan and the Darfur 
area for the first time and began praying for the conflict there. 

Rebekah was on a two-month mission trip to Jordan in summer 2004, when she 
had a memorable conversation with a Muslim guide named Jamal. He told Rebekah, 
�I believe there is only one God, but Mohammed didnʼt have it all right.�

Rebekah felt then that if Jamal had someone to teach him, he might have come to 
know Christ. She instantly felt more drawn to ministering to Muslims, realizing that, 
�Many would come if they had the chance.� 

After graduating from Asbury in 2005, Rebekah began seeking opportunities to 
work in missions. During her conversations with the mission organization Frontiers, 
which ministers to Muslims, it became obvious that Rebekah s̓ passion for both 
Muslim and African missions would make Sudan a �perfect fit� for her work. 

WORKING OUT THE DETAILS
In October 2006 she visited the capital city of Khartoum, Sudan, as part of a 

�vision trip.� The experience was positive, so she returned to the U.S. to begin 
speaking in churches and raising support for her mission. 

Rebekah was �amazed at how God worked out the details.� By April 2007, she 
had raised 100 percent of her support: $15,000 for starting costs and an additional 
$30,000 per year through pledges and one-time gifts. In all, she spoke at 35 Holston 
churches. 

�All [of the churches] that I spoke at contributed in some way either through 
pledges or gifts,� she said. �Holston churches have been very supportive.� 

In addition to raising money, Rebekah also attended courses to prepare her for the 
mission field. She finished an intensive medical course in Marion, N.C., and learned 
strategies for language acquisition at Wheaton College in Wheaton, Ill.

�It was great to see how many people God is sending out from other areas,� she 
said, referring to the people she met in her classes.

Rebekah arrived in Sudan on Aug. 8. Her ultimate mission is to help Frontiers 
plant churches among Muslims. She will work closely with the Holston Conference 
Muslim Outreach Team to carry out her mission. For the first two years, her goal is 
to learn to speak Arabic and to teach health skills in a clinic. Rebekah says that she 
has been given spiritual gifts that include �discipling new believers and teaching 
them what it means to follow Christ.� Sheʼll begin her time by living with a Suda-
nese family.

Despite the challenges (like being away from her family), the young Holston 
daughter is eager to begin her ministry. 

�Iʼm most excited about seeing the church grow in Sudan,� she says, noting that 
some of the village leaders in Darfur were recently converted to Christianity. In 
answering the �heart need� she sees in Muslims, Rebekah hopes to help introduce 
the concept of grace into the Muslim culture.

�Everyone wants to be loved,� says Rebekah. She looks forward to sharing the 
love of God in Sudan. ■

* Rebekah�s last name is withheld for her protection.

Anna Lee is a 2006 graduate of Tennessee Wesleyan College and will begin pursuing her 
Master of Divinity degree at Vanderbilt University this month. She is the daughter of the Rev. 
Charles Maynard. Her husband, Chris Lee, is youth pastor at Trinity UMC in Nashville.
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�I HAVE WANTED TO GO TO AFRICA SINCE 
I KNEW IT EXISTED.� REBEKAH, AGE 24, 
LEFT GALAX, VA., FOR SUDAN ON AUG. 6. 

NANCY ARRIVES LIKE a celebrity, in a car that crunches up a gravel path 
to the lodge where a crowd of campers wait. The car pulls up to the door. 
Nancy steps out with the aid of two companions, her driver and grand-
daughter.

“Nancy!”
The veterans at Buffalo Mountain Camp know her and love her. The new 

kids are quickly swept up into the tradition. Nancy Collins, who will be 79 on 
Aug. 27, has been dancing with campers for 50 years. 

The daughter of Holston pastor, the Rev. Carroll Skeen, Collins began 
working at Buffalo Mountain and other camps throughout out the South-
eastern Jurisdiction as a teen. She majored in physical education at East 
Tennessee State University and has been leading games for children and 
senior citizens ever since. She suffers from vision problems now, yet contin-
ues to make the trek to Jonesborough every Wednesday night throughout 
the summer to delight campers and counselors with her brand of fun.  Col-
lins is a long-time member at Colonial Heights United Methodist Church in 
Kingsport, Tenn.

“I love the children, and I am grateful the Lord has given me the health to 
keep doing this,” says Collins. When the children ask why she loves doing it, 
Nancy replies:

“Get your Bible out and read what it says about dancing.  When we get to 
heaven, we’ll all be singing and dancing and praising the Lord.”   ■

Dancing 
WITH Nancy

– PHOTOS BY ANNETTE SPENCE, THE CALL 

song list
Nancy still uses a turntable 
and 45’s to play some of her 
dance tunes. A partial list:

l Dance Little Birdie
l Ding Dong Daddy
l Lion Sleeps Tonight
l Tennessee Wig Walk
l Elvira
l Hokey Pokey
l Macarena
l King Tut
l King of the Road
l Alley Cat 
l Cotton Eyed Joe
l Popcorn


