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Study: 

Clergy 
changes 
parallel 
membership 
decline

T
he number of elders in The United Meth-
odist Church dropped 2.25 percent from 
2000 to 2005, even as the number of local 
pastors and deacons increased, according 
to a new study by the United Methodist 

Board of Higher Education and Ministry.
An analysis of church membership numbers 

and clergy data shows 754 fewer elders, while the 
number of deacons increased 28 percent from 964 
to 1,237, and the number of local pastors rose 31 
percent from 5,088 to 6,660.

Total annual conference clergy membership 
increased from 44,118 in 2000 to 45,148 in 2005, or 
2.3 percent. Nearly 15 percent of all annual confer-
ence members in 2005 were full-time or part-time 
local pastors. Of the 1,572 new local pastors, nearly 
half were in the Southeastern Jurisdiction and 22 
percent were in the South Central Jurisdiction.

If local pastors are excluded, the number of 
clergy who are annual conference members actually 
declined from 39,030 to 38,488, or 1 percent.

United Methodists pray 
for Korean hostages

(UMNS) — United Methodists are offering prayers 
and expressing concern about the South Korean 
Christians being held hostage in Afghanistan. The 
Taliban kidnapped 23 members of a medical vol-
unteer mission trip July 19 in Ghazni province, 
southwest of the capital city of Kabul. The group s̓ 
leader, the Rev. Bae Hyung-kyu, was shot to death, 
and another man, Shim Sung-min, also was exe-
cuted by the Taliban, which is threatening to kill the 
remainder of the group unless jailed comrades are 
released. Eighteen of the Korean Christians being 
held are women.

The Taliban has said that many of the remain-
ing hostages are sick and two of the women are 
seriously ill, according to an Aug. 2 report from 

Reuters. An Aug. 1 statement from directors and staff 
of the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries 
offered a �fervent prayer for the safety and quick 
release� of the hostages. (See related �Commentary� 
on page 2.)

General Conference petitions 
lost through e-mail

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) — General Conference 
petitions sent via e-mail before noon on July 27 need 
to be resubmitted due to technical problems, accord-
ing to officials with the 2008 General Conference. 
The petitions were not delivered because of problems 
with the e-mail address petitions@umpublishing.org. 
Petitions submitted by U.S. mail to the petitions sec-
retary, as well as petitions submitted through the Gen-
eral Conference Web site, are not affected, however. 

For future submission, anyone who does not 
receive an acknowledgement of the receipt of a peti-
tion within three weeks should contact the office of 
the Rev. Gary Graves, petitions secretary, at (270) 
274-4590. Oct. 26 is the deadline for organizations, 
clergy members and lay members of The United 
Methodist Church to submit a petition to the denom-
ination s̓ top legislative body. The worldwide United 
Methodist gathering will be April 23 to May 2 in 
Fort Worth, Texas.

Methodists offer prayers
in slaying of family

GROVE CITY, Pa. (UMNS) — Mourners offered prayers 
and posted messages of condolence for the Rev. 
Richard and Marybelle Hawke at a prayer wall set 
up at the United Methodist Western Pennsylva-
nia Conference s̓ Cooperative School of Christian 
Mission. The couple s̓ daughter, Jennifer Hawke-
Petit, 48, and two granddaughters, Hayley, 17, and 
Michaela, 11, were murdered June 23 in a home 
invasion in Cheshire, Conn. Her husband, William 
Petit, an endocrinologist, was beaten and hospital-
ized. Hawke served as the first male clergy dean of 
the conference s̓ school of mission and as a district 
superintendent in Pittsburgh. 

Restorative justice advocate 
Harmon Wray dies

NASHVILLE, Tenn.  (UMNS) — A memorial service for 
Harmon L. Wray, 60, a United Methodist and lead-
ing advocate for restorative and criminal justice, was 
held July 28 at Belmont United Methodist Church, 
led by retired Bishop Kenneth Carder. Wray died 
July 24 of a massive brain hemorrhage. He served as 
executive director of Restorative Justice Ministries 

from 1999 through 2001 for the United Method-
ist Board of Global Ministries and worked with 
various organizations in Tennessee, including 
the Southern Prison Ministry and the Tennessee 
Coalition to Abolish State Killings. He developed 
a course called �Theology and Politics of Crime 
and Justice in America� at Vanderbilt Divinity 
School that since 2003 has brought together stu-
dents and inmates at Riverbend Maximum Secu-
rity Prison in Nashville. 

Holston member named 
treasurer for church agency

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – John Lesesne, a 20-year 
member of First United Methodist Church of Oak 
Ridge, Tenn., has been named treasurer and chief 
financial officer of the General Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry.  The appointment was 
effective Aug. 6.

For the past 20 years, Lesesne has worked for 
Oak Ridge Associated Universities, a non-profit 
educational institution in Oak Ridge, Tenn. He 
has served the past 15 years as director of finan-
cial operations. He received an M.A. and M.E.M. 
from Duke University and his B.S. degree from 
Wake Forest University. Lesesne will provide 
oversight to the administrative, financial, human 
resources, and information technology systems 
functions of the Board. 

Fund invites congregations
to apply for grants

ATLANTA (UMNS) – To help congregations iden-
tify and nurture the next generation of leaders for 
the church, The Fund for Theological Education 
(FTE) is offering competitive grants ranging from 
$5,000 to $12,000 for grassroots programs that 
cultivate a sense of Christian vocation and the call 
to ministry among youth. Church-related organi-
zations are also eligible to apply if their project 
is focused on building a ʻculture of call  ̓within 
congregations. 

FTE will award $200,000 in grants over three 
years. The next deadline for grant applications is 
Oct. 15. Application forms are available at http://
www.thefund.org/programs/congregations_grants.
phtml. The grants are awarded through the Fund s̓ 
Calling Congregations initiative, a national, ecu-
menical effort to encourage and equip churches 
to play a leading role in the vocational discern-
ment of young men and women�and to increase 
the number of gifted young people considering 
ordained ministry as a profession.  Lilly Endow-
ment Inc. funds the initiative. ■

nation & world news For complete text of these and other United Methodist 
News Service stories, go to www.umc.org

reading list:
We asked these campers (who were Danc-

ing With Nancy at Buffalo Mountain), �What 
book is lying on your nightstand?�

Amanda
age 17
Hosanna 
Fellowship Church
Johnson City, Tenn.
50,000 Names 
for Your Baby

Dazia
 age 8

Grace Temple Church
Johnson City, Tenn.
Junie B. Jones is a Party 
Animal, by Barbara Park

Jared
age 11
Glen Alpine UMC
Kingsport, Tenn.
Game Informer Magazine

Horror, inhumanity in Afghanistan:

Please pray

By Jeremiah J. Parkcommentary:

A s I write, 21 Korean Christian volunteer 
health workers, including 16 women, are 
being held hostage by the Taliban in Afghan-
istan. Abducted on July 19, two men includ-

ing a pastor have been killed. Many of them are believed 
to be ill, some critically. Many of the world s̓ govern-
ments and religious communities are calling for the 
immediate release of the hostages. To date, these peti-
tions are not being heeded. It is hard to comprehend the 
hatred that fuels such examples of cruelty and brutality.
Less than two weeks ago, our hearts broke as we 
heard of the horrors experienced by the Petit family in 
Cheshire, Conn., when a mother and two daughters were 
terrorized and killed. They were a beloved family of the 
Cheshire United Methodist Church.

In April, 33 persons died and many others were injured 
in a school shooting at Virginia Tech University. And, then, 
of course, each day we hear of the ongoing deaths in Iraq. 
Our hearts and prayers go to the families and the loved 
ones of the innocent victims.

Indeed, the last few months alone have provided more 
than enough evidence that the world needs now more 

than ever what Jesus offers in abundance: love and care 
and mercy and healing and peace and hope!

It is easy to become jaded by the reports of humani-
ty s̓ inhumanity. It is easy to give up hope, either in the 
short run or the long run. However, it is our faith in God 
that compels us to trust God even when we canʼt make 
sense of the world.

As a faith community, we have a resource to draw 
from for such a time as this: Prayer. I urge you to join 
me in asking God to shed God s̓ grace and mercy upon 
this tragic and horrifying situation still being unfolded. 
Let us join our prayers with countless others and stand 
in solidarity with our Christian sisters and brothers in 
Afghanistan and their families who are suffering and 
living amidst unimaginable terror. Please pray that they 
will be able to return home safely and be reunited with 
their loved ones very soon. Let us add our voices to their 
plea: �Come quickly to help me, O Lord my Savior.� ■

Bishop Jeremiah Park is resident bishop of the New York 
Area. His appeal appeared in an Aug. 2 letter circulated by the 
Council of Bishops. See related story on page 6.in memoriam:

I
n keeping with the United Methodist spirit, Hiwas-
see College prepares to welcome students back to 
campus Aug. 21.  Hiwassee College s̓ pastoral 400-
acre campus just outside of Madisonville, Tenn., is 

home to 450 students and 100 faculty and staff. Founded in 
1849, Hiwassee is now Tennessee s̓ only private, residen-
tial, two-year liberal arts college. 

Last year, Hiwassee had a 15 
percent increase in enrollment. 
This yearʼs fall semester class is 
expected to be even larger, offi-
cials said.

Incoming Hiwassee fresh-
man begin moving into residence 
halls on Sunday, Aug. 19.  Final 
orientation and registration for 
fall semester is Monday, Aug. 20.  
Students who have pre-registered 
will participate in a number of 
activities on that Monday, includ-
ing a raft trip down the Hiwassee 
River.  Registration for evening 
classes is Aug. 20 from 6-7 pm.

Fall will also bring a number 
of events to the community, start-
ing with the Tiger Shoot-Out 

benefit golf outing at Rarity Bay Monday, Sept. 24. The 
Kefauver Gala, Hiwassee s̓ annual black tie fundraising 
banquet in support of the Estes Kefauver Scholars Pro-
gram, returns to Tellico Village Yacht Club Friday, Oct.12. 
Hiwassee Homecoming Weekend is Nov. 2-4, featuring 
the Homecoming Parade through downtown Madison-

ville Friday evening and the Annual 
Alumni Awards luncheon and Tigers 
homecoming games and activities on 
Saturday, Nov. 3. At the end of the 
semester, the Fall Chorale Concert 
and Family Christmas Concert will 
herald in the holiday season before 
Hiwassee College prepares for the 
New Year.

For information about course 
offerings and other admissions-
related information, call (423) 420-
1212. For information about the 
Tiger Shoot-Out and other events, or 
to join the alumni and donor mailing 
list, call (423) 420-1222. For infor-
mation about the Kefauver Gala, call 
(423) 420-1225. For information 
about sports and other student activi-
ties, call (423) 420-1229.  ■

college news:

Hiwassee students arrive Aug. 19

 Many congregations struggle to be welcom-
ing to all. On Dec. 13-15, the Southeastern 
Jurisdiction and Lake Junaluska Conference 
and Retreat Center will host a conference 
to address these challenges. Bishop James 
Swanson serves on the design team and also 
as a speaker for the Multicultural Event, �Trans-
forming Lives by Embracing God�s Diversity.� 
For more information, visit http://www.sejumc.
org/ and click on �Events Calendar.� For pro-
gram information, call (828) 454-6681 or e-mail 
tmcdowell@sejumc.org. For information on 
housing, call (800) 222-4930.  ■

Multicultural event: Dec. 13-15

Mattye Kirby Bowman

MARYVILLE, Tenn. � Mattye Kirby Bowman, 
99, died Aug. 3 at Asbury Acres. The Rev. 
Bowman was a retired Holston clergy member 
and the first female clergy in Holston Confer-
ence. She is survived by several nieces and 
nephews. A funeral service was held Aug. 5 with 
the Rev. Jerry Russell and the Rev. Carol Wilson 
officiating. Interment followed at Grandview 
Cemetery. Memorial donations may be made 
to the Food Pantry at Fairview UMC, 2508 Old 
Niles Ferry Road, Maryville, TN 37803. ■

calendar:


