
C
M

Y
K

C
M

Y
K

www.holston.org

The Call

inside:  pat summitt is cool
What s̓ cool in Maryville District? 
Weʼre introducing a new feature that 
will be coming to your district soon. 
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retiree  Q&A 
Announcing: Meetings for retirees 
who have been unable to find 
assistance with Medicare Part D.    
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mama,  
mama, 
what’s a tree? 
 

Concerned about the world that 
weʼll leave behind, United 
Methodists are practicing
environmental stewardship. 
Pictured below: an electric-
powered Super Beetle
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By Annette Spence

S hane Claiborne is not easy to get 
on the phone. He has an assistant 
named Melissa who will submit 

your request to speak with Claiborne. 
If Claiborne approves, Melissa will 
give you a time slot on a designated 
day, warning you to be prompt. 

�Shane has many phone inter-
views on Monday,� says Melissa, �so 
we need to keep this on track regard-
ing time.�

Once on the phone, Claiborne is 
the same warm, affable person from 
Maryville who won teenage hearts as 

the speaker for Resurrection 2002. He
expresses appreciation for the opportu-
nity to speak to Holston again in Janu-
ary � at  Divine Rhythm � and apolo-
gizes for his inaccessibility. 

�I have to be selective about speak-
ing invitations,� he explains. �I turn 
75 percent of them down. If Iʼm a 
little less accessible, it allows me to be 
more accessible in my neighborhood. I 
still open my own door. By creating a 
healthy separation, then Iʼm able to pro-
tect the integrity of my neighborhood.�

Claiborne, 32, has been passionate 
about his Philadelphia neighborhood 
since he moved there and co-founded 
the Simple Way 10 years ago. Since 
June 20, both the Kensington neighbor-
hood and Claiborne s̓ grassroots Chris-
tian organization have been in the news, 
after a fire consumed a warehouse and  
seven houses. Officials have ruled the 
fire as arson.

While the Red Cross and Salvation 
Army provided emergency assistance, 
the Simple Way led the follow-up, 
promoting two relief funds on its 
Web site, and coordinating drives for 

clothing and furniture for the victims. 
More than $44,000 has been raised.

�Dozens of calls have come in from 
all over the country,� Claiborne says,  
referring to a telephone campaign to 
get city officials to help rebuild homes 
and also create a park on the fire-gutted 
lots. �Otherwise, this could have gone 
unnoticed, because weʼre in a poor 
neighborhood.

�We havenʼt had any reason to be 
high-profile before now,� he adds. �It s̓ 
been interesting and healthy to engage 
with the city officials.�

The Simple Way lost one of its two 
buildings, which housed an after-school 
program, community arts center, and 
T-shirt micro-business. Claiborne lost 
most of his own belongings.

�I was able to grab a few things 
before the windows started cracking 

Kathyrn Hodge (above, left) plays frisbee golf with a participant in a domestic-violence 
ministry, created for 5th and 6th grade boys by Trinity United Methodist Church in Morristown.

Photo by Kathy Barnes-Hemsworth, special to The Call
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Maryville District is one of 12 districts in Holston Conference. It 
includes 61 churches, 47 charges, one new church plant, and one preaching sta-
tion. Based in Tennessee, the district includes all United Methodist churches in 
Blount, Sevier, and Monroe Counties; most in Loudon County; two in Knox 
County; and one in Roane County.

� Largest membership church: First Maryville, with 1,997

� Largest average worship attendance: Fairview, with 1,054 

� Smallest membership church: Both Pleasant Hill (Sweetwater Circuit)
      and Shults Grove (Pittman Center Circuit) have 22 members.

� Smallest average worship attendance: Shults Grove (Pittman Center
     Circuit), with 12

� Oldest church: Middlesettlements, founded in 1796

� Youngest church: Sycamore Tree, founded in 2002

� Congregations with largest percentage growth: Webbs Creek with 
      14 percent, First Gatlinburg with 8.6 percent, and St. Marks with 7.8 percent

Who’s the boss? District superintendent is the Rev. Carol Wilson, daugh-
ter of a Holston pastor (the late Reed Wilson) and sister to one, too (the Rev. 
Kathy Wilson-Parker of Main Street UMC, Tazewell District). 

Conference hub: In March 2007, the Holston Conference Center relo-
cated 16 miles from Knoxville District to Alcoa in the Maryville District. At 
the same time, the Maryville District office moved from the Laws Building in 
Maryville to the new conference building. The district office is now located on 
the third floor of 217 South Rankin Road in Alcoa. 

Historical jaunt: Turn left out of the Conference Center parking lot onto 
South Rankin Road and travel a short distance. There, youʼll find Methodist 
Hill, where the district s̓ first Methodist meeting house was located. Mount 
Gilead was organized here in 1813; the first building was constructed in 1822. 
Bishop Francis Asbury preached on the site in 1808 and 1813. 

Local celebrities who are members of United Methodist churches:

� Pat Summitt, Lady Vols basketball coach, Seymour UMC

� Martha Sundquist, former First Lady of Tennessee, Tuckaleechee UMC

� Bill McDaniel, artist, First Gatlinburg UMC

If you were a tourist: Maryville District s̓ most beloved attraction is the 
Great Smoky Mountains. Dollywood, in Pigeon Forge, is up there.

Best-kept ministry secret: The district has had a vital Hispanic ministry 
in Loudon and Monroe Counties for more than 10 years, recently dedicating a new 
pavillion on two acres in Philadelphia, Tenn. Loudon is one of 17 Tennessee counties 
with a population that s̓ more than 5 percent Hispanic. 

The district is known for ... Missions teams and retirees. At least 
60 retired clergy have settled here. Regarding missions, Sycamore Tree UMC 
alone has sent more than 30 work teams to the Gulf Coast. Fairview UMC is a 
missions hub, serving as the depot for Holston s̓ annual hands-on kits for Africa. 

Best place to eat after church: Don Story likes a place called Oriental 
Cuisine. The Rev. Ron Matthews, former district superintendent, prefers Apple-
bee s̓ or McAlister s̓ Deli. Other favorites mentioned: Aubrey s̓ in Maryville, Lee s̓ 
Chicken in Alcoa, Calhoun s̓ in Gatlinburg. But certainly, many of the district s̓ 
faithful are likely to choose Ruby Tuesday, now headquartered in Maryville after 
selling its former Alcoa office building to Holston Conference. 

Best web sites among Maryville District churches:

� Green Meadow UMC, www.themeadow.org

� Mountain View UMC, www.mv-umc.org

� Fairview UMC, www.fairview-umc.org

Remember our connections:  Maryville District is home to three 
Holston institutions: Camp Wesley Woods in Townsend, Hiwassee College in 
Madisonville, and Asbury Inc. in Maryville. ■

Don Story, age 62, is the retired former football 
coach for Maryville High School (1969-1987). He is 
district lay leader and a 36-year member of Walland 
United Methodist Church. This is his district.
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MARYVILLE

Great Smokies     Mount Gilead     Retirees     Hiwassee College     Middlesettlements     Asbury Inc.     Mission Teams     Wesley Woods     Rankin Street     Sycamore Tree     Dollywood           
       

 1 Abingdon
 2 Big Stone Gap
 3 Chattanooga
  4 Cleveland
 5 Johnson City
 6 Kingsport

 7 Knoxville
8 Maryville

 9 Morristown
 10 Oak Ridge
 11 Tazewell
 12 Wytheville

Courtesy of utladyvols.com

 What’s cool in mydistrict

Pat Summitt New Hispanic ministry pavillion Ruby Tuesday burger
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By Kathy Barnes-Hemsworth
 
A MINISTRY AT TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH in 

Morristown is showing young boys that violence is not the answer to their 
problems.

Kathryn Hodge, director, said that this yearʼs program served 5th and 6th 
grade boys. Hodge, a schoolteacher, noticed that several boys in the pre-teen 
age group needed a �father figure� and were experiencing serious behavior 
problems.

�We want to show these boys that people do care, and that violence is not 
the solution to their problems,� she said. �We want them to make lifelong 
changes so they can go on and live productive lives.�

When the program first began a few years ago, as many as 30 children were 
involved. Organizers later realized they could be more effective by working 
with smaller groups. This year, six boys participated in the program called 
Boys to Men, which includes a Power for Peace Camp.

�I have seen drastic changes in the participants in the past few months,� said 
Hodge. �I have been really pleased with the results.�

One 12-year-old boy said that he is glad he had an opportunity to participate 
in Boys to Men.

See  Violence is not the way, page 7

Shane Claiborne

Shane Claiborne survives fire, 
speaks to Holston in January 2008

See  Shane Claiborne, page 7


