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Abingdon:  The district held its third Ice Skat-
ing and Food Drive Night at Bristol Motor Speedway 
on Nov. 26. Rick Call reports there were 92 youth on 
ice and 20 workers, representing 16 churches. More 
than 200 cans of food were collected and delivered to 
Faith in Actions food bank ministry in Abingdon. 

Big Stone Gap:  Hiltons Memorial UMC 
began preparing for Christmas in January, by dis-
playing a Christmas Cart in the narthex. �Each 
month, we collected designated items for (church 
and community worker) Nancy Hobbs,� reports the 
Rev. Will Shewey. �We have collected a truckload 
of items, from toothbrushes to jeans to children s̓ 
underwear and everything in between.� Hobbs dis-
tributes the goods to the needy.  

 
Chattanooga: Send news and photos to: 

Editor, The Call, P.O. Box 850, Alcoa, TN 37701-
0850, fax (865) 690-3162, thecall@holston.org.

Cleveland:  Members of Wesley Memo-
rial UMC handed out free hot chocolate during the 
Etowah Christmas parade. Each cup had a sticker 
with the church name, mission statement (Helping 
people find the Way), and the message, �Jesus loves 
you and so do we!� Some people were amazed the 
cocoa was free and asked if donations were accepted. 
�We told them we didnʼt want any donations,� says 
Pastor Todd Kingrea. �That s̓ what free means.� 

Johnson City:  After Bishop James Swan-
son visited Eden UMC and challenged Eden and 
other churches to help their communities with the 
health-care crisis, this Jonesborough congregation 
felt led to act. Eden had a health fair and blood drive 
in 2006, followed by another blood drive in 2007. 
�Blood drives are so easy to plan, because the Red 
Cross brings everything,� reports Carolyn Kerr. 
�This is also a great way to bring new people into 

the church.� Eden plans to make the blood drive an 
annual mission. 

Kingsport:  The Rev. Grover Starnes, cur-
rently serving at Arcadia UMC, tells this story 
about serving at Chalybeate Springs UMC: 

�I had just completed Christmas Eve com-
munion and was at the church by myself. It was 
a perfect Christmas evening with snow coming 
down. I was on the porch, wondering if I was 
going to make it out, when I saw the headlights of 
a car driving up. Imagine my surprise when out 
stepped Santa. He said the traditional ho ho ho and 
asked if it was too late for communion. When he 
came closer, I recognized him as a church member. 
He explained that he always dressed as Santa on 
Christmas Eve to take presents to a poor family in 
the neighborhood, and that was why he was so late.

�I wish I had a picture of that moment as we 
went to the altar and I got to serve communion to 
Santa on Christmas Eve. That is one Christmas Eve 
I will never forget.� 

Knoxville: On Thursday evening, Nov. 15, 
160 children and 12 staff from Vestal Boys & Girls 
Club were treated to a full Thanksgiving dinner at 
Bearden UMC. Crowne Plaza Hotel donated and 
prepared all the food for the event, led by General 
Managers Ken and Tammy Knight (who are also 
church members). A crew from the children s̓ min-
istry at Bearden helped staff member Donna Lewis 
set up for the mega-event in the church gymnasium. 
Bearden UMC has a weekly children s̓ ministry pro-
gram at Vestal Boys & Girls Club, Lewis reports. 

Maryville: On Christmas Eve 1886, a new 
church held its Þ rst-ever service. On Dec. 16, 2007, 
the choir at Wears Valley UMC will celebrate 120 
years of Christmases past with a dramatization of 
that Þ rst candle-lighting service, including the kero-

sene chandelier used ever since. �Birth of a Savior, 
Birth of a Church� includes grandchildren of the 
church founders and Þ rst-service participants. 

Morristown:Morristown: River Hill UMC had a Veter-
ans Day service. Forty-four living veterans and 59 
deceased veterans were honored within the Cherokee 
Circuit. Besides River Hill, Cherokee Circuit includes 
Mt. Carmel (at Sunnyside), Mt. Pisgah, Rehobeth, 
and Mt.Vernon. Pastor is the Rev. Martha Beamer. 

Oak Ridge: The United Methodist Women of 
Bradbury UMC donate unsold clothing from their 
spring and fall festivals to Lost Sheep Ministry in 
Knoxville. Lost Sheep serves the homeless under 
the Gay Street Bridge, providing a change of cloth-
ing in a plastic bag on each Wednesday night. 

Tazewell: Central UMC is located in a farm-
ing community. For 25 years on Dec. 23 and 24, 
members have gathered their animals (sheep, cows, 
donkeys, goats); dressed in costumes; and braved 
the cold to present a two-hour nativity scene on the 
church lawn. �Visitors can view the scene from the 
comfort of their vehicles � or they can come closer 
and weʼll offer them a costume and the opportunity 
to become part of the scene,� reports Betty Munsey.

Wytheville:  In September, the district had a 
�no excuses� revival for members who complain 
that long driving distances keep them from attend-
ing. Five simultaneous revivals were held Sept. 
9-11 for each of the five clusters: Carroll/Galax at 
Mt. Olivet; Grayson at First Independence; Pulaski/
Dublin at Aldergate; Radford/Floyd at Central; and 
Wythe at St. Paul. Speakers included the Rev. Kim 
Goddard, the Rev. Curtis McKee, the Rev. El Lee 
Ellis, the Rev. Adam McKee, and Bishop Richard 
Looney. Total attendance was 675 to 725 each night, 
reports the Rev. Kevin Fiorini.
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NEWS FROM YOUR DISTRICT

SHEEP OF FAITH: For 25 years, members at Central UMC have put on their 
bathrobes, gathered up their farm animals, and braved the cold for a two-
night live nativity scene.  

District Roundup

ICE, ICE BABY: The district hosts 92 skaters for its third annual �Ice Skating and Food Drive� at Bristol Motor Speedway on Nov. 26. Two hundred cans of food were donated to a food bank.

  Abingdon

              Tazewell love is green
Holston shows its love for the planet by 
paying more for electricity. 
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By Annette Spence

T HE BAILEY BROTHERS 
were taking their cattle 
to market in Greeneville 
when they saw the �awful 

smoke� rising in the direction of 
Main Street.

�We couldnʼt figure what it was,� 
says Ken Bailey, age 75.

Then the pager went off for Rob 
Bailey, who at age 73, is a firefighter 
for Baileyton s̓ volunteer fire depart-
ment. The pager gave the news: The 
awful smoke was coming from Bailey-
ton United Methodist Church.

The brothers already had eight 
white-face angus loaded in the truck, 
and so it fell on Ken to take the cattle 
to Greeneville. Rob headed off to get 
a fire truck, but Ken already had a bad 
feeling about how the day was going 
to turn out:

 �I knew the church wasnʼt going to 
be there when I got back.�

On the Saturday morning after 
Thanksgiving, the 102-year-old 
Baileyton United Methodist Church 
burned so fast and furiously, the 
people who arrived to save it immedi-
ately knew it was a lost cause.

The fire was discovered at 8:10 
a.m. on Nov. 24 when a resident 
noticed smoke coming from the 
church building, according to Greene 
County Deputy Sheriff Jeff Caudill in 
The Greeneville Sun.

Rob Bailey was the first to arrive 

102-year-old102-year-old
MorristownMorristown
church burns on church burns on 
ThanksgivingThanksgiving
weekendweekend

with a fire truck, although 30 additional 
firefighters and eight more trucks would 
soon follow. Myra Moore, who was 
leaving her home at 8:15 a.m. to see her 
granddaughter play basketball, also saw 
the �huge plume of smoke� and was one 
of the first on the scene.

�You canʼt imagine,� Moore says, 
her voice breaking, �you canʼt imagine 
what it s̓ like to see your own church 
burn. The flames were coming out 
of the sanctuary � white, hot flames 
coming out of the windows. It was 
awful.�

�Every fire department in the county 
could have come, and we couldnʼt have 

saved anything,� said Rob Bailey. �We 
squirted water on it, but it was useless. 
You canʼt just stand there and do noth-
ing. Youʼve got to do something.

�Your heart just plumb falls out.�

A REPORT FILED by Deputy 
Sheriff Caudill estimated the value of 
the fire-destroyed church building as 
$300,000, a �total loss,� according to 
The Greeneville Sun.

Investigators first suspected a faulty 
fuse box, then a furnace malfunc-
tion. They donʼt suspect arson, which 
claimed the nearby Sulphur Springs 
United Methodist Church in 2003. Sul-
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Baileyton UMC of Morristown District was destroyed by fire on Nov. 24. Investigators suspect a furnace or fuse-box malfunction. 

Breaking news
As this issue went to press, Bishop James 

Swanson’s office was informed of a fire at 
First Madisonville United Methodist Church in 
Maryville District. The fire destroyed the
sanctuary in the early morning hours of 
Dec. 10. Visit www.holston.org for an update.

This is the last edition 
of 2007. Beginning in 
January, The Call will be 
published as a monthly. 
Our weekly e-mail 
publication, The Call 2,  
begins Jan. 9. Call your  
district office to be sure 
we have your current 
e-mail address, or visit 
www.thecalltwo.org to 
sign up. 

attention:

phur Springs and Baileyton are two of 
four churches comprising the Baileyton 
Circuit. The others are Dody s̓ Chapel 
and Zion. The Baileyton community is 

buzz off
Who has the nerve to write a book 
entitled, �10 Things Your Minister 
Wants to Tell You But Canʼt, Because 
He Needs the Job�?
                                Page 3

hot chocolate
A Cleveland District church warms up 
a Christmas parade with love in a cup.   
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