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God envisions
bold, passionate, and joyful
communities of faith
where the spiritual hunger
to worship God
and to serve Christ
sets disciples on fire
with Spirit-filled, risk-taking
love for all God’s children
until Holston Conference
reflects the saving grace
and redeeming justice of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 – Adopted by the 2006 Holston Annual 
Conference

holston’s vision:
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editorial policy:
THE CALL is the official newspaper of 

the Holston Annual Conference, published 
monthly or 12 times each year. 

All publication decisions are made by the 
Editor, under the supervision of the Execu-
tive Assistant to the Bishop. The Call does 
not accept paid advertising.

Letters to the editor (“C-Mail”) will be 
considered for publication. Letters should be 
no longer than 150 words and must do no 
harm to others.

United Methodist job openings and other 
church-related needs will be considered for 
publication in the “Exchange” section at no 
charge. The Call gives priority to Holston 
Conference churches and related groups.

To submit letters, news, or photos, con-
tact: Editor, The Call, P.O. Box 850, Alcoa, 
TN 37701-0850, phone (865) 293-4130, fax 
(865) 690-3162, e-mail thecall@holston.org.

A 12-month subscription to the newspaper 
is $15. Checks should be made to “Holston 
Conference” and mailed to: The Call, P.O. 
Box 850, Alcoa, TN 37701-0850. To order 
online, visit www.holston.org/thecall. 

Subscriptions to Holston’s weekly e-mail 
publication, The Call 2, are free of charge. 
Sign up at www.thecalltwo.holston.org. 

To make a correction or post a new 
date, write thecall@holston.org or 
leave a message at (865) 293-4130. 
For info on these events, call 
(866) 690-4080 or visit "Upcoming 
Events" at holston.org.

ev
en
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Annual Conference resolutions: March 1
Resolutions for Annual Conference must be submitted by March 

1. Send to sheilaknowles@holston.org or mail to: Sheila Knowles, 
Holston Conference, P.O. Box 850, Alcoa, TN 37701-0850. Please 
include contact information.

Francis Asbury nominations : April 1
The Francis Asbury Award is presented at Annual Conference 

to a leader in higher education. Nominations are due April 1. Down-
load a nomination form at  http://holston.org/media/about/resource/
Francis_Asbury_Nominatin.pdf or call the conference office toll-free 
at (866) 690-4080. 

New and online: Sudan Art Blog  
The Sudan Art Blog offers a new way to celebrate the beauty 

of Sudan while raising money for ministry. Visit http://sudanart-
blog.holston.org.  

Jr. High Service Week at Camp Lookout
Junior High Service Week puts middle school students to work 

feeding the homeless, spreading mulch, and participating in other 
hands-on ministry projects. Sign up for June 7-11 week at Camp 
Lookout near Chattanooga. Visit http://camplookout.com or e-mail 
don@camplookout.com. 

Senior outings: March 1 or April 11-13
"Mini-Jubilation" will be held March 1 at Allen Memorial UMC in 

Athens, Tenn. E-mail bobbostick@holston.org or call the Connec-
tional Ministries Office toll-free at (866) 690-4080 for information. 
Also coming April 11-13 is Jubilation 2010 in Kingsport. Visit http://
holston.org/events/2010/apr/11/jubilation-2010/. 

Help Haiti, continued from page 1

Holston is always turned toward those in need," said 
Bishop James Swanson. "When you clearly show the need, 
the people always come forward. 

"I am tremendously grateful for the outpouring of gen-
erosity and support shown for the people who are in pain in 
Haiti," Swanson said.

Church leaders urge United Methodists to continue to 
pray and to give to UMCOR. Write checks to your local 
church with the Advance number "#418325" on the memo 
line. You may also donate directly to UMCOR online at 
www.umcorhaiti.org. (Church treasurers only: Send your 
church payments to Haiti faster by using this address: 
http://makepayments.holston.org.)

Medical specialists are the first category of volunteers 

needed in Haiti, according the General Board of Global 
Ministries. However, persons who hope to participate 
on future volunteer teams should contact Melissa Smith, 
Holston Volunters-in-Mission coordinator, for information 
about required insurance and training. E-mail msmith@
fountaincityumc.org.

For ongoing, complete coverage of United Methodist 
efforts to help Haiti, visit UMC.org. For the latest on Hol-
ston's response, read The Call2 e-news or become a fan of 
The Call on Facebook. Sign up for a free subscription for 
The Call2 at www.thecalltwo.holston.org. 

For other info, call the conference office toll-free (866) 
690-4080 or e-mail connectionalministries@holston.org. 

HOLSTON  
EVENTS & DATES

February 
15:  Change for 
Children grant 
applications due 
19-20:  Holston
Evangelism Conference  
in Knoxville
23: Traditioned 
Innovation Conference 
in Knoxville

March 
5-6: March Forth for 
Children (training for 
children's ministry work-
ers) in Bristol
 6:  United Methodist 
Men's Day with Bishop 
Swanson in Rogersville
11-13: Ministers' 
Wives Retreat in 
Sevierville
12-14:  Discovery 
(for senior high stu-
dents and young adults 
exploring possible call 
to ministry) at Camp 
Wesley Woods
14: One Great Hour of 
Sharing
15: Clergy Women's 
Gathering in White Pine

April
1: Deadline for Francis 
Asbury Award 
nominations 
9-11: Clergy Marriage 
Enrichment Retreat at 
Buffalo Mountain Camp
11-13: Jubilation older 
adult retreat in Kingsport
30: Loving grant appli-
cations due (for older 
adult ministries)

May
14-15: UMW Spiritual 
Enrichment and Young 
Women's Retreat in 
Lake Junaluska
27: Wells for Sudan 
Golf Tournament in 
Kingsport

June
13-16: Annual Confer-
ence at Lake Junaluska

august
13-14: Calling All Men 
in Knoxville

T he Book of Acts tells how the early disciples 
lived out their experience with Christ, after his 
ascension. Faith in Christ had to be lived out in 
community, where there was hurt, pain, disap-

pointment, and other trials. Faith in Christ did not insulate 
the early Christians from the misfortunes of this world.

Remember that it was 
not long after the coming 
of the Holy Spirit that 
Peter and John encoun-
tered a crippled man at the 
gate, begging for alms (a 
handout). It was not long 
before the First Church 
of Jerusalem was forced 
to deal with poor widows 
and their children living 
among them.

It was as if the Holy 
Spirit tried to let Chris-
tians know that salvation 
would not release them 
from caring for the least, 
the lost, and the lonely. In 
fact, by accepting Christ, 
their eyes were opened to 
those they were called to 
serve, serve with, and love. 

The earthquake in Haiti 
reveals a vivid picture of 

deep poverty. The earthquake forces Christians and others to 
look at poverty existing just beyond our shores. Does God 
expect and hold me accountable to respond to people who 
need me and my resources? Haiti is only the tip of the ice-

berg. The poor are all around us. The Church can not escape 
this call. 

Yet, we sometimes forget that poverty exists not only 
Haiti, but in our own communities and beyond. The world 
needs our help and requires our love. 

The 167,000 people of the 904 churches of the Holston 
Annual Conference are called to journey toward God’s pre-
ferred future of offering Christ in bold, passionate, and joyful 
ways to the people who need us. It is not always easy to live 
out that calling. There will be times when we will be called to 
live sacrificially, to deny ourselves for the Gospel’s sake, to 
go places we would rather not go, to be with people we would 
rather not be with, to give money when our nature is not to 
give, and to do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I celebrate with the many people of Holston who are 
responding to the call, while challenging those who have 
allowed their hearts to grow cold to let the Holy Spirit use 
them to God’s glory. Start looking around and listening to 
God’s call, and you will soon discover that so many people 
are in need. If you will only reach out to the poor in gratitude 
for what God has done for you, you will discover a fresh faith, 
a bolder spirit, a newfound confidence that God is with you. 

You will discover that you are the salvation of the poor, 
but the poor will lead you to salvation by pushing you to be 
more like Christ. If you don’t know how to respond to this 
call, ask your pastor. If you or your pastor want to know 
where the needs are, contact your district superintendent or 
the conference staff. We want to stand with you as we Offer 
Them Christ through Ministries with the Poor. 

"Ministries With the Poor” is the second of four focus 
areas determined by the United Methodist Church. 
Bishop Swanson wrote about “Developing Principled 
Christian Leaders” in January. Still to come are “Global 
Health” and “Creating New Places for New People.”   

bishop’s
speaking 
schedule:
• Feb. 13: Holston Confer-
ence Black Methodists for	
Church Renewal, Beck Cultural 
Center, Knoxville, 3 p.m.
• Feb. 19: Local Pastors 
School, Buffalo Mountain 
Camp, 2 to 5 p.m.
 • Feb. 20: Holston Evange-
lism Conference, Cokesbury	
Center, Knoxville, 1:30 p.m. 
• Feb. 21: First Cleveland 
UMC, 10:45 a.m.
• Feb. 28: First-Centenary 
UMC, Chattanooga, 8:45 a.m. 
and 10:45 a.m. 

opportunities:    

 For full text of United Methodist News 
Service stories, go to www.umc.org

all brothers and sisters. The ones who are not known have 
been given the last name of Innocent. 

UMCOR partnership gives 
Haitians the keys to clean water

GRESSIER, Haiti (UMNS)  — In 20 minutes, Sharlene Jean 
learned how to save her community. Jean, one of the thou-
sands of Haitians living out in the open since an earthquake 
destroyed their homes Jan. 12, learned to take muddy river 
water and turn it into clean drinking water with PUR, a 
water purifying powder developed by Procter & Gamble 
Co. The United Methodist Committee on Relief, working 
with GlobalMedic, brought the key to life-saving water to 
Jean’s community, which was sleeping in an open field.

Tent city dramatizes plight of
Haitians, helps raise funds

SHREVEPORT, La.  (UMNS)  — A tent city on the campus of 
Centenary College dramatizes the plight of Haitians and 
encourages Shreveport residents to provide money for food, 
medical aid and reconstruction efforts. Titled “Cite Lespwa” 
(City of Hope), the tents are the brainchild of Britney Winn, 
22, one of three members of First United Methodist Church 
who were working in an orphanage in Les Cayes when the 
earthquake occurred. The orphanage, located 140 miles 
southwest of Port-au-Prince, was undamaged and none of 
the workers or the 75 orphans was injured. 

United Methodists reach out to 
Haiti in numerous ways 

While volunteers are being discouraged from traveling 
to Haiti until first-response groups have a chance to make 
the area more secure, United Methodists are finding other 
ways to provide relief now. Jurisdictional leaders of Volun-
teers in Mission are gathering names of future volunteers 

and trainers, food and medical supplies are being delivered, 
and benefit concerts are being held. North Alabama Annual 
Conference sent a planeload of medical supplies and water 
purification systems to Haiti. The PX airplane also delivered 
a satellite-uplink system to an orphanage. A&M United 
Methodist Church in College Station, Texas, learned that an 
$11,000 mobile medical clinic they had donated survived the 
quake and is now being used by survivors.

United Methodist music video 
gives hopes to Haitians 

RALEIGH, N.C.   (UMNS)  — Stefan Youngblood wanted to 
give hope to Haiti. First, he donated money. Now he's donat-
ing a song. “We Will Rise," a song he composed, is being 
used in a music video to raise funds for Haiti through the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief. "It's a song that's 
meant to inspire people in the midst of all the hopelessness 
and despair," said Youngblood, 48, of Raleigh, N.C. He 
leads music for The Gathering, a contemporary service at 
Edenton Street United Methodist Church.

Haiti triggers heartfelt
reflections on social media 

NASHVILLE, Tenn.    (UMNS)  — The Haiti earthquake is illus-
trating the power and the accessibility of social media to 
provide forums for shared grief, empathy and theological 
reflection as people around the world share their thoughts. 
From posting poignant notes to telling how to make health 
kits to advertising benefit concerts, people are connecting 
on Facebook, Twitter and other social media sites. “It’s so 
hard to imagine what it must be like to be in Haiti now,” 
wrote Owensboro, Ky., retired teacher Kathy Sherman on 
the UMNS Facebook site. “God never leaves us or forsakes 
us. He is with his people and is showing his presence by the 
support from Christians right now,” added Esther Williams. 
“Our church is taking donations and putting together pack-
ages of basic things needed. I believe (God) is telling us to 
help our brothers and sisters.” 


