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nation & world For full text of United Methodist News 
Service stories, go to www.umc.org

"Nation & World" continues on page 7.

hope for sudan                  by Jeannie Higgins

I n mid-April, Sudan will hold its first election in 24 
years. Survivors of genocide – abused and silenced 
for too long – may finally get the chance to stand up 

against indicted war criminal Omar al-Bashir, Sudan’s 
current president.

This is a critical time in Sudan’s life and history.  As 
election time approaches (April 11-18), I hope people 
throughout Holston will set aside a time each day to 
fervently pray for a peaceful and just election. In January 
2011, the people of southern Sudan will have the opportu-
nity to vote to secede from the North. That vote will decide 
the foreseeable future for this country, according to the 
Rev. Boo Hankins and the Rev. Phyllis Hankins, who are 
now serving in south Sudan for Holston Conference 

Holston has committed to a three-year mission empha-
sis on Sudan. We’ve sent eight mission teams (73 mis-
sioners) to Sudan since 2006, when the first team went 
on a fact-finding mission to Yei. Several of the 73 have 
traveled to Sudan more than once to support Holston’s 
covenant with the East Africa Annual Conference. The 
team focuses have included teacher training, pastor train-
ing, Bible school, medical care, micro-enterprise develop-
ment, construction, and relationship building. 

Two more teams are scheduled to go soon. 
On Feb. 22, Art Masker and Sam Puckett (both of 

Holston Home for Children) and Libby Dearing will depart 
for Sudan on the second of a two-trip mission. They will 
complete their consultation with Sudanese officials on how 
to provide care for the many orphans in south Sudan. 

On April 1, another team will depart for Yei with two 
goals: to evaluate how Holston can best support sustain-
able medical care, and to complete construction of the 
Hankins parsonage. As you pray for the election, please 
also pray for these teams and the people they will serve.

Boo and Phyllis Hankins continue to struggle with the 
challenges and complexities of serving in Africa, yet they 
report that the church in Yei is healthy and growing. Boo is 
appointed as superintendent of the Yei District in the East 
Africa Conference. Together, Boo and Phyllis have rep-
resented Christ to those who help in so many ways. They 
have specifically requested prayers for the following:

 Swift facilitation of the boreholes (wells) for churches 
in Yei
 Development of United Methodist churches for the 
Congolese refugees and Upper Nile area, including three 
in Malakal and four in Akobo
 Development of a new church in Wau
 Strength, comfort, healing, care, and hope for the 
Sudanese people who have endured so much

I offer this prayer from the book, “Like Breath and 
Water: Praying With Africa,” by Ciona D. Rouse: 

Thank you for being constant throughout the ages.
When we are friendless, you are our friend.
When we are orphaned, you are our parent.
When we are peaceful, you are our peace.
When we are happy, you are our joy.
When we are homeless, you are our home.  

The Rev. Jeannie Higgins is chair of the Sudan Action Team. 
To receive newsletters from Boo and Phyllis Hankins, visit 
sudanhope.holston.org and enter your address in the box 
labeled, “Get e-Updates.” 

Between now and April, please  pray

Boo and Phyllis Hankins report that the church in Yei 
is healthy and growing, but upcoming election results 
will decide the future of the people. 

JEFFERSON CITY, Tenn. – First UMC 
seeks a part-time music director. Preferred 
are candidates with a degree in a related 
field and a minimum of three years experi-
ence. Candidates must be willing to work 
Wednesday evenings and Sundays. Please 
do not call with inquiries. Submit resume to 
sprc@FirstUMCJC.com. 

KINGSPORT,  Tenn. –  Colonial 
Heights UMC seeks a director of children's 
ministry for an up to half-time position. 
Church-related experience is preferred. Con-
tact the pastor at (423) 239-6031. 

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. – Brainerd 
UMC seeks a part-time youth assistant. 
Contact the church office at (423) 698-6951 
or send a resume to: Brainerd UMC, 4315 
Brainerd Road, Chattanooga, TN 37411. 

OAK RIDGE, Tenn. – First Oak Ridge 
UMC seeks a director of music and worship 
ministries. Traditional worship at FUMCOR 
is held in a beautiful wood and stained glass 
sanctuary with a focus on liturgy, prayer, 
preaching, and music in the classical tradi-
tion. For more information and a complete 
job description, go to http://www.fumcor.org. 

MARYVILLE, Tenn. –  Middlesettle-
ments UMC seeks a part-time music director. 
The position would include leading worship 
and directing choir for a traditional service 
and serving as worship leader for a praise and 
worship service. For more information or to 
submit a resume, e-mail  middlesettlements@
yahoo.com. 

LENOIR CITY, Tenn. – Trinity UMC 
seeks pianist for traditional worship: Sunday 
morning, Wednesday rehearsal, and other 
groups. Prelude/postlude/offertories with 
organist. Send resumes to: Trinity UMC, P.O. 
Box 606, Lenoir City, TN 37771. 

FRAKES, Ky. – Henderson Settlement, 
a United Methodist outreach mission within 
the Red Bird Missionary Conference in 
southeastern Kentucky, has an immediate 
opening for a youth ministries coordinator. 
This is a full time position with an annual 
salary in the mid $20s. Housing may be 
available. Programs include afterschool, 
evening, and summer ministries. Send inqui-
ries to: info@hendersonsettlement.com. See 
also wwww.hendersonsettlement.com.

 
BRISTOL,  Tenn. –  Anderson Street 

UMC seeks an organist for a part-time posi-
tion (Sundays only). Contact: Bob Yantz, 
Anderson Street UMC, 954 Anderson Street, 
Bristol, TN 37620. 

exchange:

Mia Newman

RUTLEDGE, Tenn.  –  Maria (Mia) Parham-Newman, age 
44, died Feb. 5 at Jefferson Memorial Hospital after a battle with 
cancer. She was the pastor for the Rutledge Circuit, including 
Shiloh, Joppa, and Cedar Grove United Methodist Churches. 
She is survived by her husband of 22 years, Curtis Newman; 
two sons, Zach and B.J. Newman; mother, the Rev. Alta Raper 
of Sevierville; father and stepmother, Joel and June Parham of 

Niota; grandmother, Frances Chase of Cleveland; three broth-
ers, John Parham of Maryville, Chase Blair of Cleveland, and 
Victor Loveday Jr. of Maryville; and several others. A Celebra-
tion of Life service was held Feb. 8 at Smith Trinity Chapel with 
the Rev. Billy Stephens, the Rev. Carol Wilson, and the Rev. 
Mickey Rainwater officiating. Interment occurred on Feb. 9 at 
Pleasant Hill UMC Cemetery in Maryville. Memorial donations 
may be made to Zach and B.J. Newman's College Fund, 133 
Shiloh Church Road, Rutledge, TN 37861. 

in memoriam:    

The Rev. Sam Dixon, leader of
UMCOR, dies in Haiti

NEW YORK (UMNS)  — The Rev. Sam Dixon came 
to Haiti to make life better for the poor and afflicted. 
As the leader of the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief, Dixon traveled the world assisting Indonesians 
whose homes were washed away by the tsunami, 
Africans whose crops had withered under unrelent-
ing drought, and Americans needing shelter after 
tornadoes destroyed their neighborhoods. It came 
as a shock Jan. 16, when – after four days of  hopes 
dimmed and raised again with reports of his survival 
– church workers learned that Dixon died of injuries. 
He had been buried in rubble beneath a collapsed 
hotel following the Jan. 12 earthquake in Haiti.

Mission agency’s Clinton Rabb 
dies of quake-related injuries

NEW YORK  (UMNS) —The Rev. Clinton Rabb knew 
how to connect volunteers with people and places in 
need. His effectiveness as a mover of mission was 
remembered, Jan. 17, after the General Board of 
Global Ministries announced his death from injuries 
sustained during the Jan. 12 earthquake in Haiti. 
The news came a day after the mission agency had 

confirmed the earthquake-related death of another 
employee, the Rev. Sam Dixon, top executive of 
UMCOR. The men had been trapped together in the 
debris of the Hotel Montana in Port-au-Prince.

Haiti mission volunteer 
remembered as symbol of love

DALLAS  (UMNS)  — Clara “Jean” Arnwine, 49, who 
gave her life providing medical care to Haiti’s poor, 
was remembered in song and prayer Jan. 20 in an 
emotional service attended by many of the volunteers 
who served with her. More than 800 family mem-
bers and friends of Arnwine packed Highland Park 
United Methodist Church in a service of celebration 
and thanksgiving for the mission team member, who 
died from injuries she received in the earthquake 
that struck Haiti Jan. 12. Wearing a pink carnation 
in honor of Arnwine’s love of flowers, 10 of the 11 
surviving members of the 12-person medical mission 
team from the church attended the service.

Haitian Methodists, UMCOR 
assess volunteer projects

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti  (UMNS) — The Methodist 
Church in Haiti and United Methodist Committee 

on Relief are identifying “suitable projects and 
assignments” for volunteer teams wishing to assist 
with earthquake recovery in Haiti. Both groups 
are asking volunteers to delay their arrival in Haiti 
until those assessments are complete. Evaluations 
in the six church circuits most impacted by the 
earthquake are being made to determine the extent 
of the damage in church communities and beyond, 
according to the Rev. Gesner Paul, president of the 
Methodist Church in Haiti.

Medical specialists top 
volunteer list for Haiti

NEW YORK  (UMNS) —  Medical specialists are the 
first category of volunteers needed to assist earth-
quake survivors in Haiti. Officials with the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief and other units of its 
parent agency, the Board of Global Ministries, said 
they would be working with the Methodist Church of 
Haiti and other organizations to provide medical and 
other services to Haiti. “We have already received 
an outpouring of inquiries and offers for volunteers 
to provide a variety of services,” wrote Bishop Joel 
Martinez, the United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries’ interim top executive, in a letter to bish-
ops. “While we are encouraged by this spirit of sup-
port, we strongly advise that teams and others not set 
out for Haiti at this time.” 

Texas surgeon conducts 
50 surgeries in Haiti

SUGAR LAND, Texas  (UMNS) — United Methodist 
orthopedic surgeon Dr. Michael Kent, 35, was part 
of a four-person surgical team that spent five days 
in Jimini, a Dominican Republic town bordering 
Haiti. He conducted 50 surgeries before returning to 
his home in Sugar Land, Texas. “It was chaotic ini-
tially,” he said. “Some 100 people needed surgery 
immediately.” Since there were only two function-
ing operating rooms, the team converted another 
three rooms into surgical centers.

Hospital is home to children 
abandoned by quake  

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti  (UMNS) — The doctors and 
staff at Grace Children’s Hospital are caring for 10 
to 15 children since the Jan. 12 earthquake. They 
are the “abandoned” ones—children who were in 
the hospital when the disaster struck, or lost ones 
found alone and brought there. The staff knows 
most of their parents probably died. Under the 
shade of a blue tarp are a few cribs. These are the 
children too young or too sick to be in the tents 
with the others on the hospital grounds. They are 

The Rev. Clinton Rabb (above left), head of Mission Volunteers for the General Board of Global 
Ministries, and the Rev. Sam Dixon, head of the United Methodist Committee on Relief, died within 
one day of each other from injuries received in the Jan. 12 earthquake in Haiti. The men had been 
trapped together in the debris of the Hotel Montana in Port-au-Prince.
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