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Over the holidays, we asked our district 
leaders to report the best things to happen 
in their districts, ministry-wise, in 2007, as 
well as their hopes for 2008. Here are high-
lights from the responses.

– Editor, The Call

Chattanooga: 
� The district hosted the �Large Church Initiative� 
at First-Centenary UMC on March 7-10, with the 
Rev. Adam Hamilton, the Rev. Leonard Sweet, the 
Rev. Kent Millard, the Rev. Robert Pierson, Bishop 
Al Gwinn, Bishop Hope Morgan Ward, and Bishop 
James Swanson as leaders.
� The district celebrated the completion of a new 
building for Lighthouse UMC and a homeless min-
istry at Forrest Avenue UMC.
�� I also celebrate the faithfulness of the clergy 
and congregations of the Chattanooga District in 
their efforts to make disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world in bold, passionate, 
and joyful ways,� said Superintendent Al Bowles. 
�Our hope for 2008 is that God will use us as effec-
tive instruments in helping more people know Jesus 
Christ as Savior and Lord.�

Cleveland:  �Since the purpose of the church 
is to make disciples of Jesus Christ, theʻbest thing that 
happened in the district  ̓would have to do with church 
growth and new persons 
in our congregations,� 
said Superintendent 
Mike Travis. �Many of 
our churches reflected 
growth in membership. 
One of our congregations, 
First Copperhill UMC, 
received more new mem-
bers on a single Sunday 
than had been received 
in any single year in the 
church s̓ recorded history. 
Another congregation, 
Croft s̓ Chapel UMC, had 
standing room only on 
Sunday morning.

�What I would like to 
see in 2008 is for more 
of our congregations to 

make similar reports at the end of next year.�

Kingsport: �The best thing to happen was the 
outreach and ministry to children in communities 
around the churches,� reports Superintendent Fred 
Dearing. �Children are fed, taught, and nurtured in 
the context of love, security, and affirmation. It was 
amazing to discover and celebrate these various mis-
sions during the charge conferences.�

Dearing s̓ hope for 2008: �To build up these and 
other missionary efforts � which range from min-
istering to children, youth, and adults to supporting 
outreach in Sudan and throughout the world. We 
need to help the churches know that they are salt 
and can flavor a violent world with love and grace, 
while at the same time helping people establish a 
relationship with God in Jesus Christ.�

Knoxville: The district office is �excited� 
about the addition of Latino Ministries Director 
Jeanet Berruecos, reports Superintendent Doug Fair-
banks and Administrative Assistant Mary Hawkins. 
�Jeanet and members of Church Street UMC hosted 
a dinner at Marble City UMC to introduce the Lati-
nos to the tradition of Thanksgiving,� Hawkins said. 
�Also, for Christmas gifts, Jeanet presented Spanish 
Bibles to students of her English as Second Lan-
guage class.� Hope for 2008: �That the Latino min-
istries will start holding United Methodist services 
and become active in the district and conference.�

Maryville: 
� The district had a Mis-
sion Festival in February. 
About 500 came for worship 
as Bishop James Swanson 
preached and the Hallelujah 
Kids (from the district His-
panic ministry) sang.
� The district sponsored 
two summer weeks of hurri-
cane-recovery work in Mis-
sissippi, with more than 50 
participants.
�  Also last summer, more 
than 200 gathered for a Day 
of Discipleship. The day 
concluded with a district 
conference and a vote to 
enter into a district-to-district 

partnership with the 13 United Methodist churches 
of Latvia. 
� Congregations reached out to their communities 
through school tutoring, clothes closets, and food 
pantries. �They worked with teen parents and the 
unseen impoverished,� reports Superintendent Carol 
Wilson. �They supported ministries such as Holston 
Home for Children, Wesley House Community 
Center, Camp Wesley Woods, Henderson Settle-
ment, and Red Bird Mission. They sponsored mis-
sion trips to the Gulf Coast, the Dominican Repub-
lic, Guatemala, and such faraway places as Vietnam, 
India, Sudan, and Tonga.�
� Wilson s̓ hope for 2008: �Several congregations are 
organizing a Blount County Family Promise chapter, 
providing support for homeless families. In March, 
we will ask our congregations to sponsor a Mission 
Sunday, with the collection of hands-on kits for local 
missions. We pray our efforts will be a blessing to our 
neighbors as we share the love of God.�

Oak Ridge: �Perhaps the best thing that 
happened ... was the establishment of a ministry 
partnership between the congregations of the Norris-
Sinking Springs Charge and a congregation in Kul-
diga, Latvia, which was formalized during a short-
term mission trip to that country in July,� reports 
Superintendent Ken Henderlight.  

�My hope for the district in 2008 is that a new 
congregation will begin meeting in the auditorium 
of the new Hardin Valley High School in September, 
ultimately leading to the organization of a new church 
on the 22 acres purchased by the district in 2007.�

Tazewell: 
The district sponsored several corporate minis-

tries in 2007, including:
� Camp Laurel events for children, youth, and spe-
cial-needs participants
� Two older-adult district events with innovative 
programs and good attendance
� A district conference featuring worship and a 
focus on youth (with two professions of faith)
� Another truckload of supplies for the Annual Con-
ference hands-on missions offering
� Three district youth events
� Cluster revivals and special services; the strong 
work of United Methodist Men and Women; and a 
well-attended Lay Speakers Training 

�Superintendent Don Nation
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NEWS FROM YOUR DISTRICT
In 2007, Chattanooga District celebrated the completion of a new �sprung� 
building for Lighthouse United Methodist Church.

District Roundup

nickles & dimes
Seven ministries are benefiting from  
Change for Children grants. 
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This is the only edition
for January. The Call 
is now published as a 
monthly newspaper. 
Our weekly e-mail 
publication, The Call 2,  
begins Jan. 9. Call your  
district office to be sure 
we have your current 
e-mail address, or visit 
www.thecalltwo.holston.
org to sign up.   

attention: flying pearl
A pastor gets his wings � along with 
pearls of wisdom from a parishioner.  
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mad mail
Readers respond to our last �At Lunch� 
column with Oliver �Buzz� Thomas.   
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Shake it off. 2008 is here.
By John Shearer 

I  
n what areas of ministry did Holston Conference 
excel or fall short? What should be the goals, 
dreams, and hopes for the conference in 2008, a 
year in which General Conference and Southeast-

ern Jurisdictional Conference will be held?
To gain some insight, The Call asked seven clergy 

and lay members to look back as well as ahead. The 
responses were just as varied as the interests, back-
grounds, and ministries of the respondents. 

One person thought worship needed to be more 
passionate, while another called for civility in confer-
ence or church disagreements. More than one called 
for increased connectedness across the conference.

The Rev. Jerry Russell, senior pastor at Fairview 
United Methodist Church in Maryville District and 
a candidate for the episcopacy, thought the past year 
was a big success in the area of missions. He cited 

such examples as volunteer work in post-Katrina 
reconstruction, Hispanic ministries, and efforts to 
help displaced families in the Sudan.

However, he saw a weakness in church growth. 
�We continue to lose members and have not planted 
more churches,� he said. He mentioned trying to 
draw young adults into churches and using avail-
able technology as ways to reverse the trend.

Russell also would like to see the laity better 
equipped for shared ministry with the clergy. �We 
need to refocus what our mission is and equip our-
selves to carry our mission statement out,� he said.

For Deb Holly, a lay member and Discipleship 
Team chair, 2007 was also a good year for missions, as 
well as for the Natural Church Development program. 
She s̓ also pleased by the conference s̓ increased focus 
on domestic violence and caring for the earth.

But, like Russell, she is disappointed in Holston s̓ 
declining church membership. �I would like to see 
Holstonians on fire for God, not just in our sanc-
tuaries, but out in our working and living places,� 
said Holly, a member at Middlebrook Pike UMC in 
Knoxville District.

As for important issues in 2008, Holly thinks the 
upcoming Dialogue on Confrontational Issues sessions 

will help church members learn 
to listen and share so they can 
better serve God in unity and 
peace.

�It will also be important 
for our Holston church families 
to be intentional and actively 
seeking and inviting new folks 
into our churches,� she said. 
As an example of the latter, 
Holly said she was talking 
with a Ukrainian immigrant in 
Knoxville, who said her neigh-
bors had not made her feel 
welcome. 

�This made me wonder 
about our churches. Do we stay 
to ourselves or do we offer a 
welcome and help to all no matter what they look like 
or how they sound?�

Regarding changes, Holly thinks the conference 
should be more connectional and should communi-
cate information in a way that reaches more people.

Steve Hodges, a lay member and chair of the Out-
reach/Advocacy Team, also thought the conference

Was 2007 a good year Was 2007 a good year 
for Holston Conference? for Holston Conference? 

Deb Holly

Jerry Russell
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Remembering, grieving, and then moving onRemembering, grieving, and then moving on

T wo weeks after fire destroyed their 90-
year-old sanctuary, members at First 
Madisonville United Methodist Church 
celebrated Christmas Eve at a senior 

center across the street. 
 The Maryville District congregation was the second  

in Holston Conference to share the holidays at a tempo-
rary location due to fire. Sixteen days before the Dec. 
10 tragedy in Madisonville, fire destroyed Baileyton 
UMC in Morristown District. While the Madisonville 
congregation meets at Cora Veal Senior Center, the 
Baileyton congregation meets in a school auditorium.

The Madisonville fire has been highly publicized 
through the Knoxville media, inspiring churches 
and individuals both in and outside Holston to offer 

See  Remembering, grieving,  page 7

          Chattanooga

First Copperhill UMC received more new members on a 
single Sunday than had ever been received in any single 
year in the church�s history.

          Cleveland

Photo by John King 
This portion of First Madisonville UMC was built in 1917.

Photo by Joe Penland 
Fire destroys the sanctuary on the morning of Dec. 10, 2007.


