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God envisions
bold, passionate, and joyful
communities of faith
where the spiritual hunger
to worship God
and to serve Christ
sets disciples on fire
with Spirit-filled, risk-taking
love for all God’s children
until Holston Conference
reflects the saving grace
and redeeming justice of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 – Adopted by the 2006 Holston Annual 
Conference

holston’s vision:
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editorial policy:
THE CALL is the official newspaper of 

the Holston Annual Conference, published 
monthly or 12 times each year. 

All publication decisions are made by the 
Editor, under the supervision of the Execu-
tive Assistant to the Bishop. The Call does 
not accept paid advertising.

Letters to the editor (“C-Mail”) will be 
considered for publication. Letters should be 
no longer than 150 words and must do no 
harm to others.

United Methodist job openings and other 
church-related needs will be considered for 
publication in the “Exchange” section at no 
charge. The Call gives priority to Holston 
Conference churches and related groups.

To submit letters, news, or photos, con-
tact: Editor, The Call, P.O. Box 850, Alcoa, 
TN 37701-0850, phone (865) 293-4130, fax 
(865) 690-3162, e-mail thecall@holston.org.

A 12-month subscription to the newspaper 
is $15. Checks should be made to “Holston 
Conference” and mailed to: The Call, P.O. 
Box 850, Alcoa, TN 37701-0850. To order 
online, visit www.holston.org/thecall. 

Subscriptions to Holston’s weekly e-mail 
publication, The Call 2, are free of charge. 
Sign up at www.thecalltwo.holston.org. 

To make a correction or post a new 
date, write thecall@holston.org or 
leave a message at (865) 293-4130. 
For info on these events, call 
(866) 690-4080 or visit "Upcoming 
Events" at holston.org.
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Evangelism,
continued from page 1

HOLSTON  EVENTS 
& DATES

March 
5-6: March Forth for Chil-
dren (training for children's 
ministry workers) in Bristol
 6:  United Methodist 
Men's Day with Bishop 
Swanson in Rogersville
11-12: Sudan Summit in 
Kingsport
11-13: Ministers' Wives 
Retreat in Sevierville
12-14:  Discovery (for 
high school students 
exploring a possible call to 
ministry) at Wesley Woods
14: One Great Hour of 
Sharing
15: Clergy Women's 
Gathering in White Pine

April
1: Deadline for Francis 
Asbury Award 
nominations 
9-11: Clergy Marriage 
Enrichment Retreat at
Buffalo Mountain Camp
11-13: Jubilation older 
adult retreat in Kingsport
18: Native American
Ministries Sunday
30: Loving grant applica-
tions due (for older adult 
ministries)

May
15-16: UMW Spiritual 
Enrichment and Young 
Women's Retreat in Lake 
Junaluska
27: Wells for Sudan Golf 
Tournament in Kingsport
30: Peace With Justice 
Sunday

June
13-16: Annual Confer-
ence at Lake Junaluska

JuLY
5-9: Jr. and Sr. High 
Assembly at Emory & 
Henry College 
22-24: UMW School 
of Christian Mission in 
Kingsport 

august
13-14: Calling All Men in 
Knoxville
21: Holston Adult Ministries 
Conference in Knoxville

Chile earthquake, continued from page 1

E aster is time for new life and new possibilities. I pray 
you will experience the resurrection power of Jesus 
throughout this Easter season and especially on Easter 

Sunday.    
But have you thought about the fact that many persons in 

your communities – your own friends, co-workers, fellow 
students, neighbors, and yes, the strangers, too – will not 
share in the joy of Easter? 

I hope that bothers you. I hope it troubles you enough to 
stir up a spirit for offering Christ to new people. I hope it 
fires up preachers and laity alike!

Consider this passage from the book, “How Great a Flame! 
Contemporary Lessons from the Wesleyan Revival,” by 
James C. Logan. He writes:

In that same 1744 conference Wesley addressed the 
matter of what to preach, and as was typical of Wesley, he 
ordered it very systematically:

Q. What is the best general method of preaching? 
A. To invite, (2) To convince, (3) To offer Christ, (4) To 

build up and do this (in some measure) in every sermon.”

Wesley always preached while expecting a response from 
his listeners, whether they heard him preach in grand cathe-
drals or in open fields. He expected the same from preachers 
under his leadership. Yet, Logan goes on to write: 

Preaching, as important as it was, did not suffice for a 
comprehensive ministry of evangelism. Experience con-
vinced Wesley that awakening souls without providing 
follow-up guidance, nurture, and discipline was playing into 
the hands of the devil! Thus his standard reply to reports 
from his preachers about initial responses of conversion 

was, “Follow the blow! Never encourage the devil by 
snatching souls from him that you cannot nurture.”

We must heed the words of John Wesley by inviting 
people to Christ and creating space and places where they 
can be built up in Christ. 

Can you deny your comfortable routines so that you may 
offer Christ to new people? Are you and fellow church mem-
bers really doing all you can to be invitational to the people 
within your circle of influence who don’t know Christ?

When was the last time you prayed for someone other 
than yourself? Does your congregation make people on the 
outside believe – through your attitudes, conversations, and 
deeds – that you really want new people to come into your 
buildings and in your presence? 

Here’s one last question for you: Do you hold yourself 
responsible for the lack of growth in your church? On Feb. 
23, Holston Conference launched a bold venture to baptize 
3,000 persons in our 904 congregations on Pentecost Sunday, 
May 23. (See related story on page 1.)  Will your church par-
ticipate in this venture?

If Resurrection means anything to us – if you are grate-
ful that Jesus triumphed over the grave and now lives to 
befriend you and empower your life – then you should begin 
singing Easter hymns like “He Lives” right now.

Sing and live like Resurrection people. 

"New Places With New People" is the third of four focus areas 
determined by the United Methodist Church. Bishop Swanson 
wrote about “Developing Principled Christian Leaders” in January 
and "Ministries With the Poor" in February. Still to come is "Global 
Health."   

For full text of United Methodist News 
Service stories, go to www.umc.org

lives that we may point people to Jesus.”
Organizers of the conference rejoiced at the high 

attendance and participants' enthusiastic reponse.
"We celebrate this, an awesome rally of God's people, 

hungry to experience God in evangelism," said the Rev. 
Ronnie Collins, Witness Team chair.

 "I think our prayers for this weekend were answered," 
said the Rev. Amy Probst, Witness Team member. 
"Now, to return to our knees for the next 90 days."

For information, devotions, or recorded sessions from 
the conference, visit evangelism.holston.org or call con-
nectional ministries toll-free at (866) 690-4080.  

Tabor met his wife-to-be, Mary Lynn, at Panther 
Springs UMC in Morristown, Tenn. When Bishop Swan-
son called Tabor about the projected superintendent 
appointment, "I was silent for a while," the pastor said.

But when Swanson said he should discuss the 
Tazewell appointment with his wife, "I already knew 
what she would say. She looked at me and without hesi-
tation said, 'I am a United Methodist minister's wife, and 
I itinerate.'"

The Tabors have three daughters and one six-month-
old grandchild. Their youngest child, Gracie Ann, was 
born four weeks ago on Jan. 26, 2010.  

Tazewell D.S.,
continued from page 1

Dear Mission-Minded Friends of Holston Conference: 

W ith disbelief, I – along with all of you – awoke to 
the news this morning of yet another devastating 

earthquake in our part of the world. As the pictures from 
Chile emerge, we are again called to understand the depth 
of suffering caused in that country by the fifth most pow-
erful earthquake ever recorded.

I’ve watched with pride as you have responded in such 
a magnificent way to the people of Haiti following their 
disastrous earthquake just last month. You so far have 
given almost $700,000 and more than 20,000 health kits 
to help Haiti. You, good people of Holston, showed again 
that you always respond in a faithful manner when needs 
arise. I thank God for you and your generosity each day.

Now, I am asking you to respond again. This request, 
coming so soon after the earthquake in Haiti, will require 
each of us to dig deeply into our pockets, to give sacrifi-
cially to assist the people of Chile. UMCOR is already at 
work in Chile, even today preparing the United Methodist 
response. UMCOR will work closely with the Method-
ist Church of Chile by helping local communities rebuild 
through shelter and infrastructure reconstruction, water and 
sanitation, income generation, health and nutrition, educa-
tion, and community development. We will go to Chile 
as soon as conditions allow our presence, and we United 
Methodists will be there long, long after other relief organi-
zations have departed. On that you can depend.

Please make donations to your local church with "The 
Advance #3021178 - Chile Earthquake Relief" on the 
memo line. As Holston learns of other UMCOR needs, we 
will make you aware. More kits may be needed, but we 
will wait for instructions from UMCOR.

You also have an opportunity to participate in the One 
Great Hour of Sharing offering in each United Methodist 
congregation on Sunday, March 14. This offering supports 
the administration of UMCOR – which receives no money 
from General Church apportionments – so that 100 per-
cent of other donations to UMCOR will go directly to the 
specified disaster relief effort. The theme for this year’s 
One Great Hour of Sharing offering is, “If you love me, 
feed my sheep.”

During this season of Lent, we are reminded daily of 
the ultimate sacrifice made on our behalf by our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. Let us show our gratitude for all 
that God has done for us through our sacrificial giving on 
behalf of the people of Chile.

Thank you for your unparalleled generosity and for 
showing your love by feeding God’s sheep. 
 
Grace and peace,

JAMES E. SWANSON, SR.  
Resident Bishop
Feb. 27, 2010

►For regular updates on UMCOR's relief work work in Chile and Haiti, visit UMCOR.org, UMC.org, or "The Call/ Holston Conference UMC" on Facebook.

MADISONVILLE, Tenn. – Jim 
Henry, Chair of the Hiwassee 
College Board of Trustees, has 
announced the Board has accepted 
the resignation of The Rev. Dr. 
James Noseworthy as president 
effective April 30. Noseworthy, 
who completed his seventh year 
as president in February 2010, will 
accept another position in United 
Methodist-related higher education. 

Noseworthy led Hiwas-
see through the process of obtaining accreditation with 
the Transnational Association of Christian Colleges and 
Schools (TRACS) following loss of accreditation with the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS). 
Noseworthy worked tirelessly on behalf of the college to 
insure that Hiwassee remains accredited by the University 

Senate of The United Methodist Church. 
Under Noseworthy’s leadership, the college has 

improved facilities and addressed deferred maintenance 
issues. Educational programs and delivery methods were 
evaluated and revised, leading to expanded programs and 
degrees. These include online education, new initiatives in 
dental hygiene and equestrian studies, and baccalaureate 
degrees in interdisciplinary liberal arts.  

Henry, an alumnus of Hiwassee, spoke for the Board, 
stating, “By regaining accreditation status and the eligibil-
ity to receive federal and state funding for our students, 
Hiwassee can continue its mission of providing a Christian 
foundation for higher education and spiritual development. 

“These are trying economic and fiscal times for our 
community and Hiwassee College. An essential element for 
success will be the continued support from the private

Press release: Hiwassee president resigns

Noseworthy

Please see “Hiwassee president" on  page 7.

Hiwassee president, continued from page 2

 sector; i.e., those generous alumni, individuals and cor-
porate donors whose financial gifts insure the future of 
Hiwassee’s mission and strong academic program.” 

The Board of Trustees expressed appreciation to 
Noseworthy for his significant contributions on behalf of 
Hiwassee. Henry reported a search process is currently 
underway to select a new president. 

He stated: “On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I extend 
thanksgiving and affirmation to President Noseworthy, the 
faculty, and the staff of Hiwassee, whose dedication and 

faithfulness keeps the vision and mission of Hiwassee alive. 
For 161 years, through good and bad times, Hiwassee has 
stood as a beacon of hope and progress in Monroe County, 
providing a Christian foundation for higher education and 
spiritual development for many thousands of students.

Henry continued: "We wish Dr. Noseworthy much suc-
cess in his future endeavors. We assure the Hiwassee com-
munity and students that the goal of providing a superior 
educational opportunity remains our highest priority.” 


