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RIGHT: The Rev. Doug Brown marks 
a Meigs County parishioner with ashes.
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Abingdon:  The Rev. Barbara Clark raised 
awareness of children in poverty by taking off her 
shoes and standing in the church parking lot. She and  
Anderson Street UMC – along with the Rev. Joe-d 
DowlingSoka of First Bristol UMC – were featured in 
the Bristol Herald Courier for their "One Day Without 
Shoes" on April 8. The barefoot campaign was created 
by Toms Shoes, which gives away a new pair of shoes 
for every pair sold. "Wearing shoes and practicing 
basic hygiene can prevent infection and disease due 
to unsafe roads and contaminated soil," the Toms.com 
site says. Anderson Street also donated new shoes to 
Holston Home for Children and Anderson Elementary. 

Big Stone Gap: Winter weather delayed con-
struction at Hiltons Memorial UMC, "but with the 
crocuses came brick and mortar," says church secre-
tary Charlotte Price. The $1.72 million project will 
include a new multipurpose building and renovation 
of the education unit for a combined space of 10,000 
square feet. Project complete date: September 2010. 

Chattanooga:  The harsh winter also delayed 
Signal Mountain UMC's construction of a new 
sanctuary, fellowship hall, restrooms, and renovated 
classroom space. The 7,832-square-foot addition will 
cost $900,000 – financed with a $50,000 grant from 
Holston's congregational development committee as 
well as "significant loan support," said the Rev. J.N. 
Howard. The space will be ready by Thanksgiving. 

Cleveland:  Cal-
houn and Spring Creek 
UMC are teaming up 
to feed 60 families in 
the community, reports 
the Rev. Pat Bishop. 
The food pantry is 
open the second and 
fourth Thursday of 
each month for two 
hours. "The need is 
growing but the Lord 
always provides what 
is needed," she says. 

Johnson City:  In March, Buffalo Mountain 
Camp celebrated groundbreaking for a new pavillion, 
where Nancy Collins and her beloved campers will 
have a better place to boogie. Collins raised 
most of the $12,000 for the first phase. 
The total amount needed to finish the 
project is $75,000. If you haven't expe-
rienced a Buffalo Mountain afternoon 
with Dancing Nancy and a hun-
dred footloose campers, you 
haven't lived.

Kingsport:  The 
Rev. Nathan Flora  was 
Milligan College's first full-
time campus minister since the 1960s. After 11 years 
on the beat, Flora is leaving to accept a Holston 
appointment at Morrison Chapel UMC. Flora's minis-
try was praised by students and staff in The Stampede, 
Milligan's newspaper. "I've always loved the idea of 
serving a local church, so I've kept my eyes open for 
an opportunity," he said, explaining his departure. 

Knoxville:  The week before Easter, 52 youth 
and adults from Church Street UMC and Concord 
UMC took a mission trip to Bahamas Methodist 
Habitat on the island of Eleuthra. Early in the week, a 
tornado struck the Grand Bahama. The mission group 
was asked to pick nine of their most skilled workers, 
and they were promptly flown to Freeport. "We were 
on the ground with our tools and equipment within 24 
hours," says the Rev. Darryl Rasnake. "Although the 
scale of the disaster was not as big as anticipated, we 
were able to do some projects over the next 36 hours." 

Maryville:  Eden Carnes is a kindergartener, 
but she's a veteran in charitable giving. Four of her 
five birthdays have been opportunities to give rather 
than get. On her second birthday she collected sup-
plies for a low-cost spay/neuter clinic. At three, she 
gathered baby supplies for a pregnancy center. At four, 
she hosted a fire-safety party for 30 kids at the Blount 
County Fire Department. The Maryville Daily Times 
named Carnes an "Unsung Hero" and listed her many 
selfless acts. She is the daughter of Rich Carnes, lay 
pastor at Axley's Chapel UMC. 

Morristown:  On March 28 Parrottsville UMC 
dedicated a new elevator in hopes that the physically 
challenged will have a safer route to the sanctuary 

than the steep stairs leading up the front of the church. 
A Margaret Loving grant from the Holston Confer-
ence Foundation paid for part of the elevator; a dona-
tion from the community took care of the rest.

Oak Ridge: When youth director Tyler Nease 
started chatting with youth director Mindy Hunley at 
Resurrection last January, he learned that half of Hun-
ley's kids couldn't attend due to lack of funds. Nease 
spoke with his youth council at Kern Memorial UMC, 
who agreed to pay for 19 youth from Old Union UMC 
to attend next year's Resurrection. In April, Nease 
took nine youth from his church to worship with the 
Old Union youth in Church Hill. The Kern Memorial 
youth presented a check for $475. 

Tazewell:  A hospice approached Looney's 
Chapel UMC to ask for a weekly home-cooked meal 
for their patients and caregivers. Church members 
agreed and chose Thursday mornings to cook, says 
Pastor Sylvia Jones. Then they decided to include 
shut-ins and others who could use a good, hot meal. 
Now every Thursday for the last two months, three 
or four women have met in the church kitchen to 
prepare a deliverable feast for 15 to 20 people. 

Wytheville:  Superintendent Meg Taylor 
reports that 171 attended lay speaking school, includ-
ing 42 youth from Out of the Box ministry at First 
Hillsville UMC. "The newly-certified youth planned 
and led a district youth rally on March 26," Taylor 
says. "Six of the youth shared their testimonies." 
Because it has several large circuits, Wytheville Dis-
trict is rich with preaching opportunities for lay speak-
ers of all ages, Taylor says.   
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United Methodist churches across the South-
east opened their hearts and doors to 

people stranded by the April 30 to May 2 storm. 
The disasters killed 24 people in Tennessee, 
Mississippi, Kentucky, and Arkansas. 

On May 4, Bishop James Swanson issued 
a letter, asking his church members to "again 
step up to the plate and show our neighbors 
that people in Holston have huge hearts." 
Swanson promised that Holston work teams 
would respond as soon as official needs 

assessments were complete. More imme-
diately, Swanson asked that churches give 
money to UMCOR and start assembling 
"cleaning buckets." "In the next few days, we 
will organize pick-up times in each district for 
the cleaning buckets," he said.

For cleaning bucket instructions, Swanson's 
letter, and a bulletin insert, go to Holston.org. 
To give to UMCOR, write a check to your local 
church with "#901670 Tennessee floods" on the 
memo line, or give online at UMCOR.org. 

Changing the world,
Morristown
style

Please see “Russell" on  page  5.

Please see “Annual Conference" on  page 5.

T he big meeting of clergy and lay members 
representing 904 churches and a multitude 
of teams, committees, institutions, agencies, 

fellowships, and other groups happens June 13-16 
at Lake Junaluska, N.C. 

But the preparation for a productive and Spirit-
filled Holston Annual Conference has already 
begun.

►On May 16 or any Sunday before June 13, 
churches will take the MISSIONS OFFERING FOR 
SUDAN.  For the third year, the annual missions 
offering will support Holston's ongoing partner-

ship with the East Africa Conference. Previous 
offerings have provided schools, health care, 
pastoral training, leadership development, clean 
water, and the presence and ministry of the Revs. 
Boo and Phyllis Hankins, who have served in Yei, 
Sudan, since June 2009. 

An explanatory brochure and Sunday bulletin 
insert for the Sudan missions offering are avail-
able at Holston.org (look under "News Briefs & 
Announcements"). Or contact the Holston office 
at connectionalministries@holston.org or toll-free 
(866) 690-4080.

Church treasurers will receive offering enve-
lopes by postal mail. Total offerings from each 
church should be placed in the envelope and 
brought by pastor or lay member to Annual Con-
ference on June 13.

►All 12 districts have received their assigned 
lists of supplies to gather for the HANDS-ON 
MISSION PROJECT. Churches are again called 
to collect food, health, sewing, or school supplies 
for missions in Zimbabwe or Liberia. Supplies 
("kits") should be delivered to designated drop-off 

Russell named interim
president for Hiwassee
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It's almost here!  Annual Conference

Holston responds to southeastern floods

UMNS photo by Kathleen Barry
Floodwaters create a reflecting pool in front of Belle Meade United Methodist Church in Nashville.
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The Rev. Jerry Russell is trying to save the col-
lege during "stressful and very trying times."

T he Hiwassee College Board of Trustees named 
the Rev. Jerry Russell as interim president 

effective immediately during an April 12 public 
announcement on the Madisonville, Tenn., campus.

Russell, 61, is senior pastor at Fairview United 
Methodist Church in Maryville District. He suc-
ceeds the Rev. James Noseworthy, who led the 
United Methodist-affiliated college for seven years 
before resigning in mid-February.

“He is a proven leader who loves Jesus Christ, 
who loves whatever he’s engaged in, and we know 
for a fact he loves Hiwassee College,” said the Rev. 

TWC picks interim president, page 5


