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Shake it off, continued from page 1

By Bishop James Edward Swanson Sr.wings:

Life is not always simple

T he Wizard of Oz was on television this week, and I sat down and 
watched it. It has been maybe 25 years since I last saw this movie. I 
remember looking forward to seeing it whenever it came on about once 

a year. It s̓ the classic good versus evil movie in which Dorothy always gets 
home, the Wicked Witch is slain, the Scarecrow discovers he has a brain, Tin 
Man finds his heart, and the Lion is filled with courage. I always felt good after 
watching this movie, and I believed � yes, I believed � that all was right with the 
world, or at least it would be right. 

Well, as the years have gone by, Iʼve discovered that Dorothy doesnʼt always 
get home and that some wicked witches continue to live and wreak havoc in 
people s̓ lives. Iʼve learned that some people never discover they have brains, 
some people donʼt have hearts, and some have lost the hearts they had. Iʼve also 
discovered that many of us never muster the courage to face our demons � to 

conquer the wrong inside ourselves or the 
wrong-doers in this world.

But, as I watched The Wizard of Oz again, 
I realized that maybe the important message 
isnʼt that good always triumphs over evil. 
Perhaps the real message is that regardless 
of whether you win or lose, it s̓ important 
to remain committed to striving for what is 
good, right, and godly. 

To be perfectly honest, it s̓ not always 
easy to fight for what is good, right, and 
godly. I remember when years ago, it was 
discovered that oil companies had struck 
deals with African governments, making 
a few individuals rich while keeping the 

people in poverty. The process of removing the oil had also polluted the land. 
The United Methodist Church called for a boycott of oil companies that were 
doing business this way. Yet, in South Georgia, there were United Methodists 
who owned gas stations that depended on these oil companies. The tough ques-
tion these United Methodist Christians had to ask was, �Do I sell this gas and 
care for the needs of my family, or do I support the position of my church?�

Life is not always simple.
For three days in December, United Methodists from across the nine south-

eastern states gathered at Lake Junaluska, N.C., to seek how we can be in com-
munity across racial, economic, and social divides. It is difficult enough to be in 
community with people who look like you, talk like you, and maybe even vote 
like you. But to be willing to be in the same room with people who donʼt look 
like, talk like, or see life as you do is a tough undertaking.Yet, for these three 
days, more than 360 people sought to do this. It progressed rather well � in fact, 
better than we organizers expected. Looking back, I now realize we experienced a 
Pentecostal moment. There were people of Anglo descent; African descent; Native 
Americans of different tribes; Asians from Korea, the Philippines, Vietnam, and 
India; and people whose native language was Spanish. For three days we sought to 
listen to each other. It happened because the Holy Spirit filled us and surrounded 
us. The Holy Spirit gave us ears to hear, hearts to feel, and the courage to face our 
demons. What a Christmas gift! 

I received an additional gift, too: The courage to keep fighting for what is 
good, right, and godly throughout the New Year, even when it looks hopeless.

Life is not always simple. But be strong and of good courage, for God has not 
given us a spirit of fear, but a spirit of love and sound reasoning power. We will 
reap if we faint not. ■

See the related story, �Southeastern Jurisdiction tackles diversity issues,�  on page 6.
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All publication decisions are made by the 
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tive Assistant to the Bishop. The Call does 
not accept paid advertising.

Letters to the editor (�C-Mail�) will be 
considered for publication. Letters should be 
no longer than 150 words and must do no 
harm to others.

United Methodist job openings and other 
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publication in the �Exchange� section at no 
charge. The Call gives priority to Holston 
Conference churches and related groups.

To submit letters, news, or photos, con-
tact: Editor, The Call, P.O. Box 850, Alcoa, 
TN 37701-0850, phone (865) 293-4130, fax 
(865) 690-3162, e-mail thecall@holston.org.

A 12-month subscription to the newspaper 
is $15. Checks should be made to �Holston 
Conference� and mailed to: The Call, P.O. 
Box 850, Alcoa, TN 37701-0850. To order 
online, visit www.holston.org/thecall. 

Subscriptions to Holston�s weekly e-mail 
publication, The Call 2, are free of charge. 
Sign up at www.thecalltwo.holston.org. ■

God envisions
bold, passionate, and joyful
communities of faith
where the spiritual hunger
to worship God
and to serve Christ
sets disciples on fire
with Spirit-filled, risk-taking
love for all God�s children
until Holston Conference
reflects the saving grace
and redeeming justice of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 

 � Adopted by the 2006 Holston Annual 
Conference

holston’s vision:
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succeeded last year in its min-
istries with and for 

Hispanics, domestic violence, 
and creation care.

However, Hodges said the 
conference could have done 
more to respond to God s̓ call 
to combat racism and poverty. 
As a result, that is one of his 

wishes for the church in 2008.
�We should face more squarely our call to address 

poverty and promote genuine community, despite our 
differences in race and culture,� said Hodges, execu-
tive director of Jubilee Project in Morristown District.

He would also like to see the conference in 2008 
break down barriers between evangelism and justice. 

�Our ultimate call is to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world,� he said. 
�As we focus on offering them Christ, we need to 
make sure it is the Christ who calls us to minister to 
the whole person. And this means giving up all we 

have to respond to this call.�
The Rev. Sharon Bowers, 

who serves at Woodlawn 
UMC in Morristown District 
and at Holston Home for Chil-
dren, thought the conference 
was not spiritually ignited 
during 2007 in the area of wor-
ship. �We were kind of dull,� 
she said.

She would also like to see 
the conference become better connected. Rather than 
focus on the work of the clergy or the work of the 
laity, she said that Holston should involve all people 
at all levels at the same time to spread the gospel and 
do God s̓ work. She also thinks that the conference 
should not be afraid to take risks.

Jay Garrison, conference chancellor, feels that 
2007 was a year of many successes, based on what 
he saw highlighted in The Call. �Some were truly 
magnificent, such as Resurrection, and many others 
were just as important, where members of Holston 
Conference looked outward to serve those in need.�

He also saw a few disappointments, such as 

the continued problems with 
churches not paying confer-
ence apportionments. Among 
the pressing issues for the con-
ference in 2008 will be mem-
bership growth, Garrison said. 

�The church and the 
Holston Conference need to 
emphasize moving out into 
our community and going to 

the people who are in need, as John Wesley did,� 
he said. �We will be at our best when we offer our-
selves to others.�

Garrison would also like to see the conference 
practice more civil discourse at the 2008 Annual 
Conference.

�We do not all agree on all issues, but we need 
to hold each other accountable when we are judg-
mental, question the motives of each other, and use 
inflammatory language,� he said. �We should set a 
new tone at Annual Conference in the Wesleyan tra-
dition that we may not all be of one mind, but rather 
we will be of one heart.�

As the president of the 
Conference Council on Youth 
Ministries, Mattea Sanders 
said the youth had a successful 
past year. The Youth Service 
Fund raised nearly $44,000 for 
various youth ministries, and 
a new Cross Bearers weekend 
retreat was held in April at 
Camp Wesley Woods.

�The people I know who 
went were amazed by the intense guidance they 
received about their walk with God,� said Sanders, a 
Bearden High School student and member of Bearden 
UMC in Knoxville District. �They also loved Bishop 
[James] Swanson speaking.�

She thinks the most pressing issues for Holston 
youth this year will be the SEJ Convocation for Young 
People at Lake Junaluska in July, and the continued 
ministry of the F.U.E.L Youth Ministry Institute, 
which helps train youth mentors and workers.

Sanders also wants to see her group s̓ focus and 
ministry become more passionate in 2008.

�I would like to see our ministry be more com-
mitted day to day, meeting to meeting,� she said. 
�Sometimes things get put on the back burner 
because youth are busier than they used to be. But 
our ministry calls us to always do all we can do for 
the youth of Holston.�

The Rev. Will Shelton, 
pastor of the Ceres Circuit in 
Tazewell District, thinks the 
most pressing issue facing the 
conference in 2008 will be in 
showing Jesus Christ in the 
midst of today s̓ complex cul-
ture.

�Following him here, now, 
and today still represents eternal 
life and always will,� he said. 
�We must continue to give our 

ears and our efforts to the voices of need around us, 
throughout Holston and throughout the world � this 
will always be a pressing issue in any year.�

Now serving five small Holston congregations 
after having served as youth minister at a large 
church, Shelton also sees a need for more connection 
and unity in the coming year.

�Oftentimes it s̓ easy for those in an individual 
church, especially a smaller congregation, to feel 
alone in the fight, and that it s̓ all up to us to carry 
it forward,� he said. �But our connectivity can be a 
real strength. Our district was there when high winds 
blew the roof off of one of the churches on this 
charge, our district was there when one of the parish-
ioners had her well run dry, and in a thousand other 
ways we are here for each other.�

And in this coming year when General Con-
ference and presidential elections can be divisive 
issues, Shelton hopes members of Holston will 
remember their focus as Christians.

�We have to remember that we are together in 
this and not allow things to pull us farther apart but 
use our shared unity and our shared Christ to make 
us one,� he said. ■

John Shearer is a member of Church Street United 
Methodist Church in Knoxville District, where his wife, the 
Rev. Laura Shearer, is associate pastor.

Steve Hodges

Sharon Bowers

Jay Garrison

Mattea Sanders

Will Shelton

Remembering, grieving, continued from page 1

gifts and assistance, according to the Rev. Braxton 
Cotton, First Madisonville pastor.

While the church still burned and Cotton watched 
helplessly, leaders of the neighboring Baptist church 
handed him a $5,000 check. Cokesbury UMC (Knox-
ville District) replaced Cotton s̓ black robe and stoles, 
while Fairview UMC (Maryville District) provided 
new altar ware. A telephone crisis center that was 
closing due to lack of funds donated its office equip-
ment and supplies. (For info on how your church can 
help, write roxanne@firstumcmadisonville.org.)  

Plans are already underway to re-build, according 
to church leaders, although for a decade before the fire, 
plans to re-build the sanctuary were never finalized. 

�Maybe God was giving us a little nudge,� said 
Joe Penland, who lives near the church and has doc-
umented the fire and its aftermath with his camera.  
�This may turn out to be a blessing.�

�We have the opportunity before us to take a bold 

step forward,� Cotton said. �Hopefully it s̓ going to 
be something that will create an exciting new pres-
ence here in Madisonvile.� 

The trustees are meeting weekly and have 
accepted an invitation from John Templeton, archi-
tect for Foxhollow Goodson, to participate in a 
two-day visioning process that will also examine the 
community s̓ needs, Cotton said. 

On Dec. 19, Bishop James Swanson joined the 
congregation for a potluck dinner followed by music 
from the children s̓ handbell choir. Except for minor 
smoke damage, the bells survived the fire. Choir 
Director Sue Hamilton says it s̓ a miracle: 

�I told the firemen, ʻIf you can save anything, 
please save the bells. It tooks us forever to get them.ʼ�

While acknowledging the congregation s̓ grief, 
Bishop Swanson encouraged the congregation to look 
forward and to rejoice in the connectional system.

�I know this is a real loss you are feeling ... but it 

allows you the opportunity to know the real strength 
of your church ... You have always been there for the 
rest of the church, and now it s̓ time for the rest of the 
church to be there for you.� ■

bishop’s
speaking 
schedule:
Jan. 27:  
� Covered-dish dinner for the public, 
Decatur UMC (Cleveland District) at 
5 p.m.
�  Worship service, Meigs County 
Middle School in Decatur, at 6 p.m. 

in memoriam:
Luther Lawson

JEFFERSON CITY, Tenn.  � Luther Eldridge 
Lawson, 94, died Dec. 14. The Rev. Lawson 
was a retired Holston clergy member who 
had served Sneedville Circuit, Dandridge Cir-
cuit, Pearisburg Circuit, and numerous other 
congregations. He is survived by his wife of 
57 years, Mary Alice Ruble Lawson; three 
daughters, Glenda Byrd of Jefferson City, 
Vera Dawn Moore of Knoxville, and Theresa 
Mae Lawson of Knoxville; three sons, Donald 
Wayne Lawson of Charleston, S.C., Luther 
Rodney Lawson of Pounding Mill, Va., and 
Melford Wesley Lawson of Kodak; seven 
grandchildren; 12 great-grandchildren; three 
sisters, Cleona Jarvis of Jefferson City, Eva 
Donelson of Marion, Va., and Jane Spivey 
of Chattanooga; and several nieces and 
nephews. A funeral service was held Dec. 17 
at Farrar Funeral Home Chapel in Jefferson 
City with the Rev. Rodney Lawson and the 
Rev. Steve Aker officiating. Graveside inter-
ment was held Dec. 18 at the Mausoleum 
Chapel of Oak Hill Memorial Park Cemetery 
in Kingsport. ■

KNOXVILLE, Tenn.  – Bearden UMC 
seeks a pianist/organist. Send resumes to: 
Rev. Michael G. Sluder, P. O. Box 11065, 
Knoxville, TN 37939-1065.

JONESBOROUGH, Tenn.  � Buffalo 
Mountain Camp seeks a part-time market-
ing/public relations person. A degree in 
marketing or business is desirable. Visit 
our Web site at buffalomountaincamp.org 
for a detailed job description or call Jason 
Onks at (423) 753-6678. Send resumes 
no later than Jan. 11 to: Buffalo Mountain 
Camp, 241 Methodist Camp Road, Jones-
borough, TN 37659. ■

exchange:

greatest hits:8
What were the most popular links in 

our weekly e-mail newsletter?   

• Dec. 19: A pastor in McMinnville, 
Tenn., suffers a heart attack after dis-
covering a burning cross and noose on 
his front porch. (UMNS)
http://www.umc.org/site/apps/nl/
content3.asp?c=lwL4KnN1LtH&b=20725
05&ct=4802797

• Dec. 12: Bishop James Swanson 
blogs, �What a Violent People We Have 
Become.��  
http://www.bishopsblog.holston.org

Sign up at www.thecalltwo.holston.org. ■

Photo by Annette Spence, The Call 
Bishop James Swanson (far right) visits with the children�s 
handbell choir at First Madisonville UMC on Dec. 19.


