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inside: the gift of time
Volunters at Wesley House share their most 
valuable assets with the children. Story by 
Sarah Herron. Photos by Sarah Martin.  

Pages 4 & 5

retirees read
Read any good books lately? We 
asked our newest clergy retirees.                                     

Page 3

holston honeymoon
Love strikes again at Lake Junaluska! Yes, this Big Stone Gap 
District couple spent their honeymoon at the Holston Annual 
Conference. 

                                Page 8

Abingdon:  Send news and photos to: Editor, 
The Call, P.O. Box 850, Alcoa, TN 37701-0850, fax 
(865) 690-3162, e-mail thecall@holston.org.

Big Stone Gap:  Billy Odle and Carolyn 
McConnell knew each other in high school, then 
reconnected in Nickelsville after their spouses died. 
They courted through events at Nickelsville UMC, 
eventually setting a wedding date for June 9. But 
when the church s̓ lay member to Annual Confer-
ence suddenly had a schedule conflict, Carolyn, as 
alternate, had a decision to make. 
Should she attend Annual Con-
ference on her honeymoon? For 
Billy, the answer was simple. 
�We love it over there,� said the 
newlywed, referring to Lake 
Junaluska and the surrounding 
area. �It s̓ so quiet and peaceful.� 
The couple happily stayed in a 
cabin in Maggie Valley, attending 
�most� of the June 10-13 session 
in Stuart Auditorium. 

Chattanooga: For the 
fourth year, the Mother s̓ Day Out 
program at East Ridge UMC held 
a �trike-a-thon� to raise money 
for St. Jude Children s̓ Research 
Hospital. Twelve youngsters rode 
their tricyles to raise $600. They 
also learned about fire safety (and 
fire trucks!) from local firefighter Mike Brooks.  

Cleveland: Like most districts, Cleveland 
District well surpassed its goal for hands-on mis-
sion kits for Africa. Cleveland District collected  
474 health kits for Liberia, almost doubling its goal 
of 250. On June 8, volunteers loaded up the sup-
plies at Wesley Memorial UMC before dispatching 
them to the conference s̓ collection depot at Fair-
view UMC in Maryville, Tenn. 

Johnson City: Holston members were 
awfully proud recently, when the band playing for a 
Southeastern Jurisdiction event was none other than 
the house band from East Tennessee State Univer-
sity s̓ Wesley Foundation. The six-member group 
was invited to play for services during �Connect,� a 
June 27-29 Volunteers in Mission gathering at Lake 

Junaluska, N.C. The band brought a �youthful spark 
and spiritual energy� to the 300-member crowd of 
�mostly middle-age and older adults,� said Holston 
Children s̓ Ministry Coordinator Anita Henderlight.

Kingsport:  In 2005 and 2006, a volunteer  
work team led by Herb Creech built a new bathroom 
and remodeled the fellowship hall for Pactolus UMC. 
During the process, the 85-member congregation 
learned about the houses that Creech s̓ teams build in 
Mexico for $1,500 each. In late May, Pactolus had a 

yard sale to raise money for Creech s̓ 
next Mexico mission in October 2007. 
Total amount raised: $1,561. 

Knoxville: The Rev. David 
Gass is a former member at Middle-
brook Pike UMC, now studying at 
Wesley Theology Seminary in Wash-
ington, D.C. He s̓ also serving as 
student pastor at Deer Park UMC in 
Reisterstown, Md. When the pastor 
told his congregation about Holston s̓ 
annual hands-on missions project, 
�they wanted to help.� The congrega-
tion put together three food buckets 
for Zimbabwe, and Gass brought 
them to Annual Conference. �It was a 
good way to demonstrate our connec-
tion with other annual conferences, 
as well as our brothers and sisters in 
other parts of the word,� said Gass.

Maryville: A life-size photo of Bishop James 
Swanson was a big hit at Annual Conference, used 
to raise money for Change for Children. The Rev. 
Al Shaver intends to keep the joke running, after 
donating $100 in order to bring the virtual Swanson 
back home to Maryville District. Shaver, who pastors 
Mountain View UMC, expects to bring the cardboard 
replica back to Annual Conference 2008. �The high-
est bidder can have then have a ʻBishop in Residence  ̓
in their district until the 2009 conference,� he says. 

Morristown: On June 10, Strawberry Plains 
UMC dedicated a $22,000 playground for the enjoy-
ment of the community and church. The playground is 
named for the late Bill Morgan, �a pillar of the church 
who loved kids,� reports the Rev. John Crabtree. 

Oak Ridge:  For years, Andersonville UMC 
has provided scholarships to its college students. 
However, with a growing youth membership, the 
congregation knew it would have to find new ways 
to raise funds for future scholarships. On June 15, 
Andersonville held its first community fish fry with 
great success, serving up 100 pounds of fish and 
raising $1,600. �We were amazed at the turnout,� 
says Pastor Frank Woodward. �Weʼre already think-
ing about how we can make it even better the next 
time around.�  

Tazewell: The Þ fth annual �Blessing of the 
Bikes� was held May 6 in Burke s̓ Garden. Spon-
sored by the East Tazewell Circuit and Iron Titans 
Motorcycle Club, the event was attended by 200 
people with 150 motorcyles. Each rider, including 
their passengers, received a pin. The message on the 
pin? �God allows U-turns.� 

Wytheville: Participation in the district s̓ lay 
speaker training has increased dramatically, from 
about 80 seven years ago to 142 this year. Wilma 
Snyder, secretary for Wytheville s̓ lay speaking, notes 
that many participants are returning each year for 
training, over and beyond the three-year recertifica-
tion requirements. Consequently, organizers have 
added an in-depth course on Old Testament Studies, 
with plans to provide New Testament Studies and 
Advanced Preaching Practices in the future. �Not all 
of these trainees are interested in going into the pulpit, 
but some are interested in leadership training for posi-
tions within the church,� says Snyder. ■
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                                                                                    Knoxville 

�I thought you might want to add a new district to the back page of The Call,� 
says the Rev. David Gass. The Knoxville-based pastor currently serves at 
Deer Park UMC in Maryland, where the congregation joined in Holston�s 
hands-on missions project by assembling food buckets for Zimbabwe. 

District Roundup

Volunteers load health kits for Liberia. Pictured above are 
Jim Henderson (far left) and the Rev. Mike Feely (far right).

                                                          Cleveland

Billy and Carolyn Odle were wed at 
Nickelsville UMC on June 9. At right 
is the Rev. Joe Barber.

                    Big Stone Gap 
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$75,000 
boost for 

Jubilation:
Asbury Inc.  contributes 

to annual event 

A  Holston-related retirement commu-
nity is committing $75,000 over the 
next three years to bolster Holston s̓ 

annual spring retreat for seniors.
Asbury Inc., based in Maryville, Tenn.,  

announced that it would give $25,000 
annually through 2009 to support Jubila-
tion, the conference s̓ leading venture into 
older-adult ministry.

The funds will dramatically increase 
the annual Jubilation budget, which was 
$60,000 for the event held March 18-20 
in Kingsport, according to the Rev. Bob 
Bostick, Holston coordinator of older adult 
ministries. 

Asbury leaders explained that reducing 
the organization s̓ total campuses from five 
to three within the last decade has made 
additional funds available for �broader 
ministry.� Asbury s̓ downsizing has 
reduced the amount of free and discounted 
care required from an endowment fund 
interest income, they said. 

�Let s̓ face it, most of the endowment 
fund has come from folks related to the 
Holston Conference,� said Asbury Presi-
dent Bernie Bowman. �This is our way 
of giving back to some of the people who 
made those funds available.

�We want to make the point to everyone 
that a new Asbury is being born, with a 
renewed relationship with the conference,� 
Bowman said. 

Asbury leaders hope the three-year com-
mitment will allow Jubilation organizers to 
�significantly upgrade� the event. 

By Kathy Barnes-Hemsworth

About 50 of Stanfield s̓ 
friends, relatives, and church 
members attended his commis-
sioning ceremony at the church, 
located in the Big Stone Gap 
District.

Stanfield, his wife Kelley, 
and their children headed out 
on the new adventure. He is 
now a chaplain at Naval Air 
Technical Training 
Center (NATTC), 
onboard the Naval 
Air Station Pen-
sacola � home of 
the Blue Angels, in 
Pensacola, Fla.

�When Kelley 
and I prayerfully 
decided to enter the 
chaplaincy, we had 
no idea of what to 

expect,� said Stan-
field, age 35, the 
father of six children 
ages 5 to 17. �Oh, 
we knew a little 
and had been told a 

bunch, but we had not experienced it.�
He admits that he wondered how 

this young preacher from the moun-
tains of Holston Conference would 
serve God s̓ people on the sunny coasts 
of Florida.

�It s̓ tough always waking up to a 
sunny blue sky or wondering which 
beach weʼll visit next weekend,� he 
said, �but I am reminded that we all 
must bloom where we are planted.�

He said that it has been a positive 
experience for his family to live on the 
Navy base. The Stanfield family not 
only lives in a neighborhood with an 
Assemblies of God chaplain and an 
Episcopalian chaplain, they have also 

FROM HOLSTON MOUNTAINS TO FLORIDA COAST 

STANFIELD GIVES COMFORT 
TO NAVY FAMILIES

T wo years ago, the Rev. Chris Stanfield left his position as 
pastor at Trinity United Methodist Church in Wise, Va., to 
fulfill his longtime dream of becoming a Navy chaplain. He 

had been a pastor for seven years, four of them at Trinity.

See  $75,000 boost,  page 7

Patriotism 
in the church?
A clergy student responds to our 
June 15 edition. PAGE 2

Chaplain Chris Stanfield 
stands with four of his 
six children in front of 
the U.S.S. New Orleans. 
From left to right are 
Ellie, 5; Carson, 9; 
Nettie, 6; and Molly 
Kate, 10.

See  Stanfield gives comfort,  page 7


