BECAUSE YOU HAVE IT

Do you remember what Peter Bohler said to John Wesley? “Preach faith until you have it, then, because you have it, you will preach faith.”

I want to paraphrase that statement. “Model and practice stewardship until it is a part of your discipleship to Jesus Christ. Then, because it is a part of your discipleship, you will model and practice stewardship.”

Pastors must be the examples of sacrificial and proportional giving to the local church.  When we as pastors model faithful giving, then we are free to preach and teach the spiritual gift of faithful stewardship. And giving is a spiritual matter. Make no mistake about that.

Holston’s own Eddy Fox once said, “You can no more tell someone else what you haven’t experienced, than you can come back from where you haven’t been.” To paraphrase that statement, “You can no more preach and teach about what you aren’t willing to practice than you can come back from where you haven’t been.”

When we give gratefully and joyfully to God, we can begin to lead our congregations beyond mere budget management to the faithful provision of the resources needed for ministry.

Many of us pastors like to say, “I’m not interested in the money side of ministry.” Many of our parishioners say, “We don’t want to hear about money.” But the reality is, MONEY IS A SPIRITUAL ISSUE, and we MUST talk about and pray about and provide the proportion of our resources to God as God has provided for us.  Money is the fuel necessary to our goal of making disciples, and the provision of that “fuel” is a definite ministry. EVERYTHING we do, whether evangelism, worship, mission, learning, (and the administrative and support functions to sustain these,) is part and parcel of our ability to make disciples.  Money undergirds and strengthens all of this.

John Wesley once said, “Earn all you can, save all you can, and give all you can.” We people called “Methodists” have done well with the first two parts of that admonition.  But, unfortunately, we are not doing too well with the third part. According to some surveys, we United Methodists average giving 1.7% of our income to God. That is a far cry from the tithe. (We usually tip servers in a restaurant by 15%, but give God less than 2%.  Is there something wrong with this picture?)

When we practice tithing (and beyond,) we can lead others to the joy of giving.  We can be bold about encouraging proportionate giving, and giving up to and beyond the tithe, not because God requires it, or the church needs it, but because we are thankful, faithful and responsive to God’s love for us.

