Considerations for church finances
· Average worship attendance has a measurable impact on annual giving.

· Income and expenses are not measured in evenly monthly flow. (Regression Analysis).
· It is probably NOT helpful to publish weekly income to budget comparisons. Maybe quarterly. Celebrate weekly giving without comparisons.

· It IS helpful to be upbeat and positive, (and expect faithfulness from the membership.)

· It IS helpful to send MONTHLY giving statements. Give new members commitment cards in their new member packet. 

· It IS helpful to say “Thank you!  Thank you! Thank you!!” Use statements, announcements, newsletter, even notes.

· Theologically and psychologically Mission and Outreach, inclusive of “connectional giving” should be listed in the budget first, (and together, making your “mission spending” equal to a number close to 25% of total budget.?)

· Describe budget theologically, as the means by which we make Disciples of Jesus Christ.  Tell the stories of transformed life.  Make the offering a JOYFUL part of the worship service.  Take time for a “worship by offering” minute at each worship service. Tell the good news.

· Make the emphasis year round on asking the households to consider “What percentage of my income is God calling me to give?” Emphasize giving as a spiritual Discipline and a means of grace. Generosity is a fruit of the Holy Spirit.

· Research indicates that no more than 15% of United Methodists practice tithing, and 82% are willing to give more if asked.

· Emphasize wills, estate planning and estate tithing.  Something like 15 TRILLION dollars will be passed on over the next 15 - 20 years.

