Resolution For Holston Conference Churches

Regarding Parsonages,

New Buildings, And Renovation Projects

WHEREAS, through the very structure of our Church buildings and the ways in which we use our building and grounds, we declare our commitment to a spirituality that leads us to live in harmony with God’s creation and in solidarity with people, particularly the poor and oppressed, and,

WHEREAS, the preservation, enhancement, and use of God’s gifts in nature, as well as our love for the human part of God’s creation, is taken into account by the way we plan new buildings or purchase new parsonages or the renovation of present buildings and the ways we use our buildings and grounds, and,

WHEREAS, we trust that all Church buildings and parsonages will become models in earth friendly and sustainable living for our church families and the broader community, and,

WHEREAS, The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church, Paragraph 64 Part

B, states that “we urge wholehearted support of the conservation of energy and  responsible development of all energy resources, with a special concern for the

development of renewable energy resources, that the goodness of the earth may be affirmed.”

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Creation Care Action Team, having established an Environmental Assessment Team, makes that same Team available to any congregation to assist it in becoming a model of creation care by focusing on new construction, or purchase, or the remodeling of a present building. This Environmental Assessment Team would be able to assist with energy audits as well as other environmental concerns. The Team would conduct its work only with the invitation of the local congregation or the District Committee on Buildings and Church Locations and would hope that its recommendations would be enacted, yet would respect the final autonomy of the local congregation.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Holston Conference, in session at Lake Junaluska, NC, June 2008, encourages churches and districts studying purchase, construction, or renovation of any church facilities to make use of the Environmental Assessment Team, to the end that greater stewardship of resources is accomplished and a stronger witness is made that “the Earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof.”

~ submitted by Creation Care Action Team,

David St. Clair, Chairperson
Adopted by Holston Annual Conference, June 2008

For further information and assistance from the Environmental Assessment Team, contact:

Gaye King, Associate Director of Connectional Ministries

Holston Conference Center, P.O. Box 850, Alcoa, TN 37701-0850

gayeking@holston.org 
 865-293-4139 or Toll Free 866-690-4080

Five Steps Toward Lower Energy Use

Energy Priorities for Congregations:

A single person should control energy use in a building for the same reason that committees can’t drive a car. That person can report to the property committee. 

 
1. Turn things off  because nothing beats turning off. It doesn’t matter how small or efficient a lamp, appliance, boiler, air conditioner or motor is – the greatest savings comes from turning it off and keeping it off. The more inefficient an appliance is, the greater the savings from keeping it off. Since religious buildings are used intermittently, keeping things off matters even more than in more heavily-used buildings.

 
2. Buy the least expensive energy.  There are many forms of energy – green electricity, brown electricity, natural gas, propane, fuel oil, gasoline, and so on. Once a congregation has chosen the type of energy they want, they should continually seek to purchase the least expensive energy. Factors continually change.  Today we are facing much higher natural gas and fuel oil prices. Electric suppliers change their terms in a deregulated market. Each utility offers different types of rates; for example, congregations generally save money with time-of-use electric rates. Congregations can purchase contracts of fixed-price fuel oil.  They can purchase transportation gas through marketers. Other factors are how energy costs are included in leasing space, whether or not a congregation needs to pay state sales tax or federal excise tax. Whatever choice they make in the type of energy purchased, they need to continually shop for better deals.

 
3. Tune systems to optimal performance.  Building operators should continually adjust water temperatures, air temperatures, dampers, the height of pilot light flames, and so on. Tune oil and gas burners with the help of a contractor.  Use natural ventilation instead of compressor air conditioning overnight and during appropriate days.

 
4. Purchase efficient replacements.  Everything is crumbling into dust.  Congregations will replace eventually replace motors, air conditioners, heating systems, lamps, ballasts, appliances, office equipment and so on.  The premium cost of more efficient equipment is usually justified when purchasing replacement equipment.  Be very wary of cutting-edge technology without a track record of measured performance. Look for the EnergyStar logo that indicates more energy efficient products.

 
5. Purchase renewable energy.  Your congregation can install solar electric panels on your roof to generate electricity whenever the sun shines.  Deals vary locally.

 
Reasons for Congregations to Use Less Energy

· Produce less atmospheric and water pollution 

· Set an example for others to follow 

· Strengthen families and communities 

· Using less of everything is spiritual – fasting, thrift, frugality, kindness, fairness 

· Lessen the expense and inconvenience of future generations who will have to live with the pollution and guard our nuclear waste resulting from our extravagance 

· Become more independent – freedom from dependence on electricity and gasoline 

· Slow chemical reactions on building structure and contents 

· Do what is right 

· Receive relatively high financial return on investments 

 

How to create interest in energy:
Energy management is not something that we do once and for all.  Instead, these activities are a series of repeated rituals.  But how do you keep members of property committees and the congregation interested in energy?  We have several suggestions:

 

Keep records.  You can’t play any game without keeping score comparing energy use day to day, month to month or year to year.   

 

Read meters morning and evening.  By reading your electric, gas and water meters first thing in the morning and last thing in the evening, you can determine how much electricity, water and fuel is used overnight.  High water use may be due to leaks.  High electric use may be due to outside lighting, refrigeration, lights in vending machines and other controllable loads.  High gas use may be due to warmer than necessary interior temperatures.  Your clock thermostat may not be saving you as much money as it could.

 

Install data loggers.  iButtons from Dallas Semiconductor can record temperatures for up to a year inside your building.  HOBOS® from Onset Computers not only record temperatures, but light, relative humidity and amperage.  Data from these loggers can show you if you are using energy when the buildings are actually occupied.

 

Visit your building at 3 a.m.  Early morning visits, when no one is supposed to be in your building, can reveal many interesting ways to reduce energy use.  Space temperatures may be unnecessarily warm, or lights may have been left on by mistake.   Sounds, sights and smells can tell you how to reduce overnight energy use.

 

Publicly display utility invoices.  Sometimes, members of the congregation think that worship and education spaces use about the same amount of electricity, fuel and water as their homes.  If you post your utility bills each month on a public bulletin board, you can stimulate interest in reducing costs.

 

Visit other religious buildings.  If you know that a similar building uses less fuel and electricity than yours does, you can learn a lot by visiting with the people who operate it.  Such visits without utility data in hand, however, are not valuable.

 

Read energy management literature.  Corporations, government agencies, utilities, environmental groups and many other places have free or low-cost literature that can perk up interest in energy.

 

Go to expositions and conferences.  In the Holston Conference area, there are yearly expos and conferences specializing in commercial lighting, building maintenance and electric use.  There are home shows, too.  And occasionally, a national professional association holds their convention within the Conference Area! These are worth visiting.
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