RESOLUTION ON PROMOTING LOCAL FOOD SELF-SUFFICIENCY
WHEREAS, typical foods on the table of a U.S. citizen have traveled in excess of 1500 miles; the transportation of this food chosen by the average U.S. family results in greenhouse gases equal to or exceeding that produced by that family’s vehicle or home; and


WHEREAS, people in local communities benefit when their food is purchased from local markets or directly from local farmers, thereby empowering farms and the local economy; and 
WHEREAS, as pressures mount for alternative energies, members of Holston congregations will need to be well-informed about the balances of agriculture, environment, economies, resources, population, and genetic heritage of our region and those regions that provide our food; and

WHEREAS, in The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church, paragraph 160.a asserts that “we support and encourage social policies that … assist the cleanup of polluted air, water and soil;” and paragraph 160.f adds that “we call for policies that encourage and support a gradual transition to sustainable and organic agriculture”; and paragraph 163.e states “we call upon our churches to do all in their power to speak prophetically to the matters of food supply and the people who grow food for the world.”

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT congregations in Holston Conference are urged to encourage their members to promote greater local food self-sufficiency by:

1. Purchasing and consuming more food which is produced in or near Holston Conference, whether or not it is organic, with the goal that as many congregation members as possible in each church shall eat at least one meal per week which is composed mainly of this region’s local food; and
2. Developing congregational ministries that encourage and enable people in the local community, and especially the poor, to grow gardens in order to increase their food self-sufficiency; and other ministries that highlight the inherent value of local farming in the protection of our region’s agricultural land, topsoil, genetic diversity, and skills upon which we all rely for our sustenance and survival, including partnering with producers of local foods; and
3. Supporting United Methodist mission projects, including those in Darfur and other war torn communities of Sudan that promote greater food self-sufficiency through sustainable agriculture; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Creation Care Task Force of Holston Conference will:
1. Assist these efforts of local congregations by providing information on developing gardening ministries, on United Methodist mission projects that promote greater food self-sufficiency through sustainable agriculture, and on places where locally produced food is sold or served in or near Holston Conference; and
2. Assess the impact of these efforts of local congregations and publicize them within the conference; and
3. Educate congregations of the conference that the food produced in the Holston region is just as critical as watershed, air quality, and energy resources.
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