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Charge Conference season is in full swing and it has been a joy to hear about the ministries our local 
churches are involved in. Each of local churches is passionately working to share the gospel and make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. I am grateful for your ministry, work, 
dedication, and commitment within your local church, the Smoky Mountain District, Holston Conference, 
and The United Methodist Church! 
 

Charge Conference season is not only a good time to celebrate ministry but also a good time for clergy to 
do a check up on retirement savings. I mention this now because another proposed change in the 
denomination’s retirement plan will be presented to the 2020 General Conference. We need to be 
educated on what this will mean for us if approved. 
 

Currently, retirement benefits are paid through four active plans: the Pre-1982 Plan, the Ministerial 
Pension Plan (MPP), the Clergy Retirement Security Program (CRSP), and the United Methodist 
Personal Investment Plan (UMPIP). A few of our clergy have benefits in all four of the plans but most are 
invested in two or three. I started ministry in 2001 so my retirement is broken up into MPP (36%), CRSP 
(26%), and UMPIP (38%). Three of the four active plans (Pre-1982, MPP, and CRSP) include some form 
of a Defined Benefit (DB) called a Pension. Much like Social Security, a Pension pays a defined lifetime 
monthly income based on years of service. For more detailed information on the current plans see the 
Board of Pension and Health Benefits report in the 2019 Holston Annual Conference Book of Reports. 
 

The new proposed plan (Compass) will not contain any form of a Pension. It will solely be a retirement 
account savings plan. The UMPIP is also a retirement savings account plan where the clergy person 
contributes a defined monthly amount or percentage of income and the conference matches 1%. Compass 
works the same way but will have more options for conference contributions, one of them being a match 
on up to 4% instead of 1%. 
 

What we need to know is that, if approved, Compass will go into effect on January 1, 2023. Once in effect 
all future retirement savings will be funded into the new plan. Retirement Pensions in place before 
January 1, 2023 will continue to be funded as before but the clock on new Pensions will stop. What we 
need to do now is shift our mindset from 3% contributions to 4% contributions. Anything less than 4% 
starting 1/1/2023 is money left on the table. We also need to shift our mindset from Pension to Retirement 
because by the time many of our clergy retire, very little benefit will be a Defined Benefit Pension. 
Wespath has already made that step by changing their name from General Board of Pensions & Health 
Benefits to Wespath Benefits & Investments. For more information on Compass go to  
https://www.wespath.org/assets/1/7/5447.pdf. 
 

Julie Graham, our new Pension and Health Benefits Administrator, has done an excellent job attending 
conferences and getting educated on the benefits offered through Wespath and Holston Conference. She is 
more than willing to assist in explaining our benefit options. 
 

As always, thank you for all you do! Answering the call to ministry means accepting one of the highest 
stress inducing careers. But you were called by God because of what you can offer in growing the 
Kingdom. Live fully into that call by planning for your future and taking the time needed for self-care. 
 

Grace & Peace, 

Jason 

https://www.wespath.org/assets/1/7/5447.pdf


     Up-Coming Events 
 

 
November 
 

3 Daylight Saving Time Ends-Fall Back 
 

3 Charge Conference with the Knox-East Missional Hub 
  Group at Sand Branch UMC at 3 p.m. 
 

10 Charge Conference with the Blount-East Missional Hub 
  Group at Broadway UMC at 3 p.m. 
 

17 Charge Conference with the Blount-West Missional Hub 
  Group at Sycamore Tree UMC at 3 p.m.  
 

19 District Committee on Ministry meeting at 2:30 p.m. in the 
  Conference room at the District office. 
 

24 Charge Conference with the Knox-West Missional Hub 
  Group at St. Mark (K) UMC at 3 p.m. 
 

27-29 District office closed for Thanksgiving Holiday 
 
December 
 
5 Clergy Christmas Dinner at the Airport Hilton 
 
12 Smoky Mountain Secretaries lunch in the Event Center at 
  the District office, at noon. 
 
23-31 District office closed for Christmas Holiday 
 
January 2020 
 
10 Last day to submit 2019 tithe payments to the Conference 
 

Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current 
in their giving to the 2019 District Ministries  
           (Thru  October 29, 2019—83.33%)   
         (* Denotes 100% of 2019 District Ministries paid) 
 

Alcoa  * Asbury * Axley’s Chapel  
* Bethel (K)  * Bethel (L) * Bethel (Seymour) 
* Binfield  * Broadway * Burnett Memorial  
* Camp Ground  * Carpenters * Cedar Bluff 
Cokesbury  Ebenezer * Eden  
Fairview  * Fox * Friendsville  
* Gatlinburg, First  * Green Meadow Hillcrest   
 Immanuel  Kodak * Logan’s Chapel 

Loudon  Luretta * Martel 
Maryville, First  * Meadow * Middle Creek  
* Middlesettlements  * Mountain View * Murphy’s Chapel 
* New Hope  * New Salem * Peck’s Memorial 
* Philadelphia  Pigeon Forge, First * Piney Grove  
* Pleasant Hill (B)  Pleasant Hill  (K) * Pleasant Hill (R) 
* Pleasant Hill (S)  * Roberts * Sand Branch  
Sevierville, First  Seymour * Shults Grove  
* St. John  St. Mark’s (B) St. Mark (K)  
* Trentville  Tuckaleechee * Union Grove (B) 
* Union Grove (S)  * Vonore * Walden’s Creek  
* Walland  * Wears Valley * Webb’s Creek  
* Williamson Chapel  * Zion 

So far since since the beginning of the 
conference year we have had 4 people to 
pay their dues for the year. Thank you to 
Betty Furches, Steve Yeaney, Mike 
Treadway and Ken Tucker for your  
contributions.  
Our dues are based on $.50 per thousand 
of base salary. You may send your dues 
to: 
 

Ken Tucker 
3357 Line Springs Rd. 
Sevierville, Tenn. 37862 
 

Checks may be written to: Smoky Moun-
tain District Ministers 
 

SEJ Clergywomen’s Conference  
 

SEJ Clergywomen’s Conference 
November 18-21, 2019 
https://
www.unchartedconference2019.com/ 
Hyatt Regency Hotel 
225 E Coastline Drive 
Jacksonville, Florida 
 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date 
 

November 3, 2019 
Festival of Gifts  

& 
Talents 

Alcoa, First UMC 
2:00 p.m. 

https://www.unchartedconference2019.com/
https://www.unchartedconference2019.com/


Smoky Mountain District UMW - Susan Daffron-President    

 

Out of nowhere my granddaughter, Katie, asked me, “Grammy, what does grateful mean?”  
As best I could, I explained the meaning of grateful to a soon to be 4-year-old; being thank-
ful for food, her Mom and Dad, her toys; and in about 30 seconds her attention went onto 
something else.  Grateful – that’s a good word to ponder especially as we come to the month 
that we celebrate Thanksgiving.  The definition of grateful is feeling or showing an appreci-
ation of kindness; thankful.  I have been thinking of all the many things we have to be grate-
ful.  I think about the creation, the Earth, the Heavens, the great sacrifice Jesus made so 
that we might have life everlasting, family, clean water that is accessible by simply turning a 
handle and on and on and on.  
 
In Philippians 1:3-4, Paul and Timothy wrote to those in Philippi, “I thank my God every 
time I mention you in my prayers.  I’m thankful for all of you every time I prayer, and it’s 
always a prayer full of joy.”  As United Methodist Women continue to celebrate 150 years in 
Mission, I like to think that our foremothers would say to us today that they, too, are thank-
ful for each of us.  I pray that in the next 150 years, we will be able to thank those who are 
continuing our Legacy.  One opportunity we have is to become a Legacy Builder.  “A Lega-
cy Builder moves forward the mission of United Methodist Women by making a monthly 
gift of $18.69 or more to The Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign.  Gifts to the campaign 
will ensure that United Methodist Women continues to prepare future generations of wom-
en to transform the lives of women, children and youth in places near and far.” 
 
The Smoky Mountain District United Methodist Women Annual Meeting was held at 
Broadway UMC on November 2, 2019.  We met for breakfast and learned of Betty Asha’s 
moving story of her life in South Sudan and Uganda and how God has opened doors that led 
her to Maryville College.  Her goal is to become an educator and return to her country to 
help children and youth to have better opportunities.  As Betty says, “if I can just help one 
person, that person can help another.”  We also had our Officer’s Expo where we discussed 
officer duties and goals for the Smoky Mountain District United Methodist Women.   
 
As Thanksgiving approaches, I encourage you to think about all the many things that make 
you grateful.  I, like Paul and Timothy, am “thankful for all of you every time I prayer, and 
it’s always a prayer full of joy.”   

2020 Hands-On Mission Project-    Zimbabwe Holston Annual Conference 
 

Unlike school supplies, food items have expiration dates. Be sure and check the dates and make sure they do not  expire 
until 2021 in order to cover transport time and  having a useful  life for the people in Zimbabwe.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Smoky Mountain District has been asked to put together 400 Food Buckets for the 2020 Holston Annual 
Conference Hand-On Mission Project.  Note:  A $5.00 donation for packing and shipping is to accompany each  
bucket. Each church is ask to bring ONE check for the total donation amount. Make checks out to Smoky Mountain 
District and put 2020 Hands-On in the memo line.                 * Do not put money in the bucket! 
 
 

 1-Bag Corn Meal (4-5 lb.)  1-bag grits, butter flavor    1-bag rice (2 lb.) 
 1 bag dried beans (2 lb.)  1-powdered milk (10 oz. or less)    
 1 box quick/instant oats (18 oz. or less) 1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less)  
 1 box Splenda/sucralose (50 ct. or less) Canned Ham (2 lb. total)  
  
 
Your buckets need to be delivered to Fairview UMC, 2508 Old Niles Ferry Road, Maryville, TN 37803:  
  Date and Time will be announced later 



2019 Charge Conference Schedule 
 

 
Sunday, November 3, 2019, 3:00 p.m. at Sand Branch 

 Asbury; Bethel (East Knox); Beulah/French Broad;  
Kodak; Piney Grove;  Pleasant Hill (Knox);   

Sand Branch; St. Paul (East); Trentville 
 

Sunday, November 10, 2019, 3:00 p.m. at Broadway UMC 
 Alcoa, First; Broadway; Camp Ground;  

Logan’s Chapel; Maryville, First;  
 Peck’s Memorial; Pleasant Hill (Blount);  

St. John; Tuckaleechee; Walland 
 

Sunday, November 17, 2019, 3:00 p.m. at Sycamore Tree 
 Binfield; Carpenters; Fairview; Friendsville;  

Green Meadow; Immanuel;  
 Middlesettlements; St. Mark’s (Blount); Sycamore Tree;  

Union Grove (Blount); Williamson Chapel 
 

Sunday, November 24, 2019, 3:00 p.m. at St. Mark(Knox) 
 Cokesbury; Ebenezer; St. Mark (Knox); Zion 

Ministers’ Convocation 2020 

February 17-19 
Music Road Hotel, Pigeon Forge, TN  

 

Save the Date for an exciting Ministers’ Convocation next February! Watch your email for more 

details and registration information coming soon.  

 

Our plenary speakers will include: 

 Carey Nieuwhof—A former lawyer and founding pastor of Connexus Church and the au-

thor of several best-selling books. 

 

 Jasmine Smothers—Jasmine Rose Smothers currently serves as the Lead Pastor of historic 

Atlanta First United Methodist Church.  

 

 Jeremy Troxler– Jeremy Troxler is the pastor of Guilford College United Methodist Church 

in Greensboro N.C. 

 
 


