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Special Word of ThanksSpecial Word of Thanks
We want to express a special word of gratitude to the following persons 
who have worked so diligently behind the scenes to prepare meaningful 
worship services for our time together at Annual Conference 2022 under 
the theme, “Pray Together.”
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 Rev. Sarah M. Slack, First UMC, Maryville, Smoky Mountain District
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 Mrs. Lori L. Sluder, Bishop’s Assistant, Holston Conference
 Rev. Michael G. Sluder, Director, Connectional Ministries, Holston Conference
 Rev. Terry D. Goodman, Conference Secretary, Holston Conference
 Rev. Carol Wilson, Three Rivers District
 Mrs. Becky Hall, Christ UMC, Scenic South District
 Mr. Ben Smith, Communications Staff, Holston Conference
 Mr. Tim Jones, Director, Communications, Holston Conference
 Mr. Rick Cherry, Conference Treasurer/Director, Administrative Services,  
  Holston Conference
 Mrs. Charlotte Riggins, Administrative Assistant, Connectional Ministries,  
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 Mrs. Brandy Williams, Executive Assistant, Conference Secretary & Clergy  
  Services, Holston Conference
Audio-Visual and Sound Support:
 Mrs. Becky Hall, Christ UMC, Scenic South District
 Mr. Ben Smith, Communications Staff, Holston Conference
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 Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Smoky Mountain District
 Mrs. Lori L. Sluder, Bishop’s Assistant, Holston Conference
 Mrs. Millie Meese, Communications Staff, Holston Conference
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Annual Conference Worship ScheduleAnnual Conference Worship Schedule
Pre-Service Music will begin 30 minutes prior to the Sunday evening worship service.

Service of Ordination and Commissioning 
Sunday, June 5, 2022, 7:45 p.m., Stuart Auditorium

 Preaching: Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett,  
  Holston and Birmingham Episcopal Areas
 Music: The Knoxville Opera Gospel Choir

Teaching Moment and Holy Communion 
Monday, June 6, 2022 ~ 8:30 a.m., Stuart Auditorium

 Celebrant: Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett,  
  Holston and Birmingham Episcopal Areas 
  The Reverend Lee Padgett
 Teaching Moment: The Reverend Dr. Tom Albin
 Music: El Ministerio del Espiritu Santo Praise Team,  
  Smoky Mountain District

Memorial Service 
Monday, June 6, 2022 ~ 2:00 p.m., Stuart Auditorium

 Preaching: The Reverend Sarah Varnell
 Music: Annual Conference Choir

Mission Celebration 
Monday, June 6, 2022 ~ 7:00 p.m., Stuart Auditorium

 Preaching: Bishop James E. Swanson, Mississippi Episcopal Area
 Music: Magnolia Avenue UMC Praise Team,  
  Tennessee Valley District

Teaching Moment and Holy Communion 
Tuesday, June 7, 2022 ~ 8:30 a.m., Stuart Auditorium

 Celebrant: The Reverend L. Knox Wimberly,  
  Auburn UMC, New River District 
  The Reverend Paige P. Wimberly,  
  Newburn/Mountain View UMC, New River District
 Teaching Moment: The Reverend Dr. Tom Albin
 Music: The Reverend Willie Kitchens and Praise Team,  
  Bethlehem-Wiley & Christ UMC, Scenic South District

Retirement Recognition 
Tuesday, June 7, 2022 ~ 11:00 a.m., Stuart Auditorium

Evening Worship Celebration 
Tuesday, June 7, 2022 ~ 7:00 p.m., Stuart Auditorium

 Preaching: Bishop James E. Swanson, Mississippi Episcopal Area 
 Music: Fairview UMC Worship Choir and Praise Band,  
  Smoky Mountain District

Sending Forth Service 
Wednesday, June 8, 2022 ~ 10:30 a.m., Stuart Auditorium

 Preaching: The Reverend Jeffrey W. Wright, Appalachian District
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PPresiding and residing and PPreachingreaching

Bishop Debra Wallace-PadgettBishop Debra Wallace-Padgett
Resident Bishop 

Holston and Birmingham Episcopal Areas

Service of Ordination, Commissioning
Sunday, June 5, 2022 ~ 7:45 p.m.

PPreachingreaching

Bishop James M. SwansonBishop James M. Swanson
Resident Bishop, Mississippi Episcopal Area

Mission Celebration 
Monday, June 6, 2022 ~ 7:00 p.m.

Evening Worship 
Tuesday, June 7, 2022 ~ 7:00 p.m.
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Teaching MomentsTeaching Moments

The Reverend Dr. Tom AlbinThe Reverend Dr. Tom Albin
Author and retired Dean of The Upper Room Chapel

Teaching Moment 
Monday, June 6, 2022 ~ 8:30 a.m.

Teaching Moment 
Tuesday, June 7, 2022 ~ 8:30 a.m.

The Reverend Sarah VarnellThe Reverend Sarah Varnell
Trinity United Methodist Church, Greeneville  

Mountain View District, Holston Annual Conference

Memorial Service 
Monday, June 6, 2022 ~ 2:00 p.m.

The Reverend Jeffrey WrightThe Reverend Jeffrey Wright
Appalachian District Superintendent 

Appalachian District, Holston Annual Conference

Sending Forth Service
Wednesday, June 8, 2022 ~ 10:30 a.m.
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Sunday, June 5, 2022 ● 7:45 p.m
Stuart Auditorium

PentecostPentecost
Service of Ordination and CommissioningService of Ordination and Commissioning

Pre-Service Music, 7:15 p.m.  The Knoxville Opera Gospel Choir 
Prelude     Mr. Bryan K. Underwood
*Processional Hymn of Unity #553 
    “And Are We Yet Alive” dennis

*Words of Welcome, Call to Order and Prayer Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett
As the congregation remains standing, 

the Bishop greets the people and they respond:

The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
We come together to praise God, to hear  
  the Holy Word, 
  and to seek for ourselves and others 
    the power, presence, and direction of the Holy Spirit. Let us pray.
Eternal God, by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit 
you gave to your apostles many excellent gifts. 
Give your grace 
  to all servants of your church, 
  that we may with diligence and faithfulness 
  fulfill our various ministries. 
Grant that we your people may follow where you lead, perfect our ministries, 
  and live in joyful obedience to your will, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

RECOGNITION OF COMMON MINISTRY AND 
REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

As the people remain standing, the Bishop begins:

Ministry is the work of God, 
done by the people of God. 
Through baptism 
  all Christians are made part of the priesthood of all believers, 
  the church, Christ’s body, made visible in the world. 
We all share in Christ’s ministry of love and service 
  for the redemption of the human family and the whole of creation.
Therefore, in celebration of our common ministry, 
  I call upon all God’s people gathered here:
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The Bishop may pour water into a basin and say:
Remember you are baptized, and be thankful.
We reaffirm our baptism  
  and our common call to ministry. 
Thanks be to God!

All people are seated.
THE ORDER OF COMMISSIONING 
FOR THE OFFICE OF DEACONESS

The bishop addresses the person being commissioned
Friend in Christ, we rejoice that you responded to God’s call to serve in ministry  
as a deaconess of The United Methodist Church. In your ministry you continue a 
tradition of service that is as vital today as it was in 1888 when the Office of Deaconess 
was first authorized in the Methodist tradition. 
The call of God is always profound, and our response can be no less extraordinary. 
In the varied ministries of love, justice and service to which the Holy Spirit is leading 
you, you will testify to the infinite love of God in Christ Jesus. Such a lifetime vocation 
confers a great privilege; it also lays upon you a solemn responsibility. 
In your consecration, you publicly declared your commitment: 
• To engage in this lifelong work of love, justice and service and to assume its 
responsibilities led by the Spirit of God.  
• To be diligent in prayer, in the reading of the Holy Scriptures, in mutual relationship 
with the communities you serve and in all other means of grace available to you.  
• To earnestly seek to carry forward your ministry call in sincerity and in love under  
the direction of the Church.  
• To accept responsibility for participation in the mutually supportive deaconess and 
home missioner covenant community and for a lifetime of loving and supporting your 
sisters and brothers as part of the world diaconate. 

The bishop examines the candidate for commissioning as deaconess.
Margaret Frazier

Do you now affirm these commitments publicly in the presence of this assembly? 
I do so publicly affirm these declarations with God being my helper. 
Today, we send you forth with our blessings and support. 

Deaconess to be commissioned kneels as able. Designated representatives  
from the community assist the bishop in the laying on of hands. 

Name, I commission you to the appointed ministry of Deaconess on behalf of  
The United Methodist Church. 
Let us pray: Most Gracious God, source of all mercies, anoint this your servant with 
your Holy Spirit, enrich her with your grace, and strengthen her for the tasks which 
lie ahead. May her labors glorify your holy name, as she continues her daily work 
in ministries of love, justice and service on behalf of The United Methodist Church. 
Through your Son Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 

The newly commissioned deaconess will rise  
and turn to be greeted by the congregation. 
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To the church gathered here and around the world, I present our new deaconess, 
commissioned to a lifetime of Christ-like service under the authority of the Church. 
Thanks be to God! 

LITURGY FOR THE EXAMINATION AND LICENSING 
OF LOCAL PASTORS

Mrs. Becky Hall  
Conference Lay Leader

On behalf of the laity of the local congregations  
who have examined and approved these candidates,

The Reverend Mickey Rainwater 
Chair of the Board of Ordained Ministry

And on behalf of the Board of Ordained Ministry  
of this annual conference, which has recommended these persons,  
and this annual conference, which has approved them, we present

The Reverend Susan Arnold 
Dean, Local Pastor Licensing School

these persons to be licensed as local pastors.
Candidates stand on stage as their names are called.

 Kelly Ann Acuff Randolph Robert Mutter, Jr.
 Bruce Alan Bayless Dalton Blaine Richardson
 Richard Carroll Clark, Jr. Eric Ryan Shelton
 Natalie Stroud Drummond William Michael Showman 
 Russell Glen Glasgow Thomas Tillman Strange, Jr.
 Jason Rae Mullins Shane Alan Wallace
PRAYER   Bishop Wallace-Padgett
The licensed pastor is called to share in the ministry of Christ and of the whole Church 
and authorized by the bishop to preach and teach the Word of God and to faithfully 
administer the Sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion within the congregation.
These persons have completed the requirements to be licensed for pastoral ministry 
and are recommended by the District Committees on Ordained Ministry.  
We have inquired diligently concerning them and have found them  
to be fit for this sacred vocation.

The bishop addressing the candidates says:
Do you believe you are moved by the Holy Spirit to serve as a licensed pastor? 
I do.
Will you strive to live a life in keeping with what you preach 
I will.

The bishop addresses the candidates for licensed local pastor as a group:
You are hereby authorized to serve as a licensed pastor in the Holston Conference and 
the congregations to which you are appointed. Take care that you perform these duties 
faithfully as you are able, the Lord being your helper. Amen.
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PRESENTATION OF PERSONS TO BE 
ORDAINED, COMMISSIONED, OR RECOGNIZED

The Conference Lay Leader and the Chairperson and representatives 
of the Board of Ordained Ministry present to the Bishop  

those who are to be commissioned, ordained, and recognized. 
Each candidate stands as their name is read:

      Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett
Who presents these candidates to be ordained, commissioned, or recognized?
     Mrs. Becky Hall 
     Conference Lay Leader 
We have recommended them in our local congregations. 
We present them with our prayers and support.
     The Reverend Mickey W. Rainwater 
      Chair, Board of Ordained Ministry
We have examined these candidates according to the standards of our Discipline  
and this annual conference of The United Methodist Church. 
We present them with our prayers and support. 
     The Reverend Sharon Bowers 
     Chair, Order of Elders 
We present these persons for ordination as elder. 
We present them with our prayers and support.
 Bradley Steven Brown Andrew Curtis Lay
 William Ryan Ford David William Payne
 Timothy Duane Hale Alexander Phillip Thompson
 Stephen Harris Hopkins
   The Reverend David Graybeal 
   Chair, Division of Elders 
We present these persons for commissioning as provisional members 
preparing for ordained ministry as elders 
We present them with our prayers and support.
  Mary Grace Clark Matthew Ray Wright
 Jacob William Countiss

The Reverend Rebekah Fetzer, 
Chair, Division of Deacons

We present these persons for commissioning as provisional members  
and preparing for ordained ministry as deacons. 
We present them with our prayers and support.
 Andrew James Barton Sabine Marie Collins

The Reverend Susan Arnold 
Co-Chair, Division of Local Pastors & Associate Members

We also present these persons for recognition as associate members.  
We present them with our prayers and support.
 Denna Marie Hornby Corey Douglas Miller
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After all the candidates have been presented, 
they remain standing, and the Bishop says:

These persons are by God’s grace
  to be ordained, commissioned, or recognized for set apart ministry  
in Christ’s Holy Church.
Those authorized by the Church to inquire about them  
  have discerned that they are persons
  of sound learning and of Christian character, 
  possess the necessary signs of God’s grace,
  and have demonstrated a profound commitment to serve Jesus Christ.  
Therefore, they believe them to be duly called to serve God.
We ask you, people of God, to declare your assent
  to the ordination, commissioning, reception or recognition of these persons.  
Do you trust that they are worthy, by God’s grace,
  to be ordained, commissioned, or recognized?
We do! Thanks be to God!
Will you uphold them in their ministry?
With God’s help, we will.
Anthem  The Knoxville Opera Gospel Choir

THE GENERAL EXAMINATION
All remain seated except the candidates and the Bishop, 

who stand facing one another. The Bishop examines the candidates 
for commissioning, ordination, and recognition:

My sisters and brothers in Christ, 
  you have been called 
  to an ordained, commissioned, or recognized status in set apart ministry. 
The church now confirms your calling.
As ordained or commissioned ministers and associate members, 
  you are to be coworkers with all the people of God:  
     With laity, bishops, elders, deacons, local pastors, 
      provisional members, diaconal ministers,  
      deaconesses, home missioners, supply pastors,  
     with all who serve God in the Church.
Remember you are called 
  to serve rather than to be served, 
  to proclaim the faith of the church and no other, 
  to look after the concerns of God above all.
So we may know you believe yourselves 
  to be called by God 
  and that you profess the Christian faith, we ask you:
Do you believe that God has called you 
  to the life and work of ordained or licensed ministry?
I do so believe.
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Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
  and confess Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior?
I do so believe and confess.
Are you persuaded 
  that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments 
  contain all things necessary for salvation  
  through faith in Jesus Christ 
  and are the unique and authoritative standard 
  for the church’s faith and life?
I am so persuaded, by God’s grace.
Will you be faithful in prayer, 
  in the study of the Holy Scriptures, and with the help of the Holy Spirit 
  continually rekindle the gift of God that is in you? 
I will, with the help of God.
Will you do your best to pattern your life  
  in accordance with the teachings of Christ?
I will, with the help of God.
Will you, in the exercise of your ministry, 
  lead the people of God 
  to faith in Jesus Christ,  
  to participate in the life and work of the community,  
and to seek peace, justice, and freedom for all people?
I will, with the help of God.
Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church, 
  accepting and upholding its order, liturgy, doctrine, and discipline, 
  defending it against all doctrines contrary to God’s Holy Word, 
  and committing yourself to be accountable with those serving with you, 
and to the Bishop and those who are appointed to supervise your ministry?
I will, with the help of God.
Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission, 
  covenant to participate in the life of the order, or fellowship 
  into which you are ordained, commissioned, or recognized? 
Will you give yourself to God through the order or fellowship 
  in order to sustain and build each other up 
  in prayer, study, worship and service 
  under the rule of life set forth in the vows you take this day?
I will, with the help of God.
May God, 
  who has given you the will to do these things, 
  give you grace to perform them, 
  that the work begun in you may be brought to perfection.  
Amen.

All may be seated.
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PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE
*Apostles Creed 
Do you believe in God? 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son, our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
*Hymn of Faith     “In Christ Alone”

In Christ alone, my hope is found. 
He is my light, my strength, my song.
This Cornerstone, this solid ground,

firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
when fears are stilled, when strivings cease!

My comforter, my all in all, 
here in the love of Christ I stand.

In Christ alone, Who took on flesh, 
fullness of God in helpless Babe.

This gift of love and righteousness,
scorned by the ones He came to save.

‘Til on that cross as Jesus died, 
the wrath of God was satisfied.
For ev’ry sin on Him was laid.

 Here in the death of Christ I live.
There in the ground His body lay, 

light of the world by darkness slain.
Then bursting forth in glorious day, 
up from the grave He rose again!

And as He stands in victory, 
sin’s curse has lost its grip on me.
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For I am His and He is mine, 
bought with the precious blood of Christ.

On Christ, the Solid Rock, I stand;
all other ground is sinking sand, 
all other ground is sinking sand. 
No guilt in life, no fear in death,
 this is the pow’r of Christ in me.

From life’s first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny.

No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man, 
can ever pluck me from His hand.
‘Til He returns or calls me home, 

here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand.

Anthem The Knoxville Opera Gospel Choir

Scripture Reading Ecclesiastes 3:1-8&  Acts 2:46-47
Sermon Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett

“The Right Season to Make Disciples”

RECOGNITION OF ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Those persons to be recognized as associate members 

move to the stage and face the Bishop. The Bishop addresses them: 
You have served among us faithfully as a local pastor,  
demonstrating your commitment to accept and uphold
the doctrine, liturgy and discipline of The United Methodist Church,  
under the appointment of the Bishop.
You have now fulfilled the requirements
and been elected by the clergy session of this annual conference  
as an associate member.
We rejoice that you have been called to serve among us,
  and pray that God may guide your ministry.
 Denna Marie Hornby Corey Douglas Miller

The candidate comes forward, the Bishop greets them:
Name, we now recognize you as an associate member 
  in the name of the annual conference.

The newly recognized associate members receive their
certificates and Bibles and return to their seats.

Those who have been commissioned rise and turn to be greeted by the congregation.
The candidates for commissioning move to the stage and face the Bishop.
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COMMISSIONING OF PROVISIONAL MEMBERS
The Bishop addresses the congregation:

By affirming the covenant of baptism,
all members of Christ’s holy church pledge
to serve as Christ’s representatives in the world.  
Christ gave all of us this command:
“Ask the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his harvest.”
We have asked, and the Lord has answered.
These sisters and brothers know our Savior’s concern for God’s people, 
  see the plentiful harvest,
  and are ready to respond generously to the Lord
  in the words of the prophet: “Here I am; send me.”
Urged on by the love of Christ and strengthened by the Holy Spirit, 
  they now come to declare in public
their desire to live out the covenant made at their baptism  
by binding themselves to the service of God
under the supervision of the Bishop
  and the guidance of colleagues in full connection
and by being appointed to share as servant leaders in the body of Christ.
Today we commission them to service
as they continue to prepare for ordained ministry among us.

PRAYER OF COMMISSIONING AND LAYING ON OF HANDS
The candidates kneel.

The Bishop, extending arms over all of the candidates, prays:
God of the apostles and prophets, of the martyrs and teachers,
  you raise up men and women to be apostolic leaders in your church.
By your Holy Spirit
  help these, your servants,
  to understand and live the mystery of your love with boldness and joy.
Deepen their sense of purpose
  as they exercise commissioned ministry.
Empower them, and those who will walk with them to guide their ministry,  
together with all of your people,
  to heal the sick, love the outcast, 
  resist evil, preach the Word,
  and give themselves freely for your name’s sake.
 Andrew James Barton  Jacob William Countiss 
 Mary Grace Clark Matthew Ray Wright 
 Sabine Marie Collins
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The Bishop, laying both hands upon the shoulders of each candidate, prays:
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon Name.
Send him/her now to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ, 
  to announce the reign of God,
  and to equip the church for ministry,
  in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Those being commissioned receive their certificates and Bibles. 
All are seated after being commissioned.

EXAMINATION OF ELDERS
The elder candidates stand. 

The Bishop examines the candidates for ordination as elder:
An elder 
  is called to share in the ministry of Christ 
  and of the whole church:
  to preach and teach the Word of God
Here a large Bible may be lifted by an assistant.
  and faithfully administer
  the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion;
Here a paten and chalice may be lifted.
  to lead the people of God in worship and prayer; 
    to lead persons to faith in Jesus Christ;
  to exercise pastoral supervision,
  to order the life of the congregation and the connection,  
  to counsel the troubled,
    and declare the forgiveness of sin;
  to lead the people of God
    in obedience to Christ’s mission in the world;
  to seek justice, peace, and freedom for all people;
  and to take a responsible place in the government of the Church 
  and in service in and to the community.
This is the rule of life and work of an elder.
Do you believe that God has called you 
  to the life and work of an elder?
I do so believe.

LAYING ON OF HANDS AND PRAYER FOR ELDERS

The Bishop, facing the ordinands, calls the people to prayer.
As these persons are ordained or recognized by the church
  for the office and work of elders
  to which we believe they have been called by the Holy Spirit, 
let us pray for them.
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The people pray for them in silence.
The Bishop, with hands extended over those being ordained, prays:

We praise you, eternal God,
  because you have called us to be a priestly people,
  offering to you acceptable worship through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
  Apostle and High Priest, Shepherd and Bishop of our souls. 
We thank you that, by dying, Christ has overcome death
and, having ascended into heaven,
  has poured forth gifts abundantly on your people,
  making some apostles, some prophets,
    some evangelists, some pastors and teachers,
  to equip the saints for the work of ministry,
  to build up Christ’s body,
  and to fulfill your gracious purpose in the world.
Give to these your servants the grace and power they need
  to serve you in this ministry.
Make them faithful pastors, patient teachers, and wise counselors.
Enable them to serve without reproach,
  to proclaim the gospel of salvation,
  to administer the sacraments of the new covenant,
  and to offer with all your people
     spiritual sacrifices acceptable to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Candidates for ordination as elder and their sponsors and spouses 
move into position, and elder candidates are invited to kneel  

before the Bishop one at a time as directed.
Those who are to join in the laying on of hands will stand with the Bishop.  

Family members and friends are invited to stand where they are for 
silent prayer during the laying on of hands for each ordinand.

 Bradley Steven Brown  Andrew Curtis Lay
 William Ryan Ford David William Payne
 Timothy Duane Hale Alexander Phillip Thompson
 Stephen Harris Hopkins

The Bishop lays both hands on the head of each ordinand, praying:
Almighty God, pour upon Name the Holy Spirit,
for the office and work of an elder in Christ’s holy church. Amen.
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Immediately the candidate places hands on a Bible
as the Bishop lays hands on the hands of the ordinand and says:

Name, take authority as an elder
  to preach the Word of God,
  to administer the Holy Sacraments
  and to order the life of the Church;
  in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The ordinands receive their stoles and certificates and return to their seats.

*Hymn of Praise #159 “Lift High the Cross” crucifer 

*The Dismissal with Blessing   Bishop Wallace-Padgett
 As Jesus sent the disciples out in the countryside  
  to preach and to heal,  
  so Christ sends us out to speak words of hope  
  and to heal human hurts today.  
 We accept this mission to be God’s people in the world.  
 Go on your way, rejoicing in the presence of God’s Spirit,  
 and in the power of the gospel of love and hope.  
 For yours is the glory, O God, now and forever! Amen. 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
 We are sent in the name of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 Amen.
Postlude    Mr. Underwood

*Please stand as you are able.

Worship Participants:
Debra Wallace-Padgett, Resident Bishop,  

  Holston and Birmingham Episcopal Areas, The United Methodist Church
Director of Liturgy and Assisting Deacon for Bishop Wallace-Padgett

~ Rev. Stephanie Parrott, Central UMC, Tennessee Valley District
Music Leader ~ Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Smoky Mountain District

Organist ~ Mr. Bryan K. Underwood, State Street UMC, Clinch Mountain District
Pianist ~ Sandra Rouse, Fairview UMC, Smoky Mountain District

Choir ~ The Knoxville Opera Gospel Choir
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Historic Examination of Full Membership in the Annual Conference

Those being ordained this morning answered the following Historic Questions 
during the Clergy Session on Sunday afternoon of Annual Conference.
 1. Have you faith in Christ?
 2. Are you going on to perfection?
 3. Do you expect to be made perfect in love in this life?
 4. Are you earnestly striving after it?
 5. Are you resolved to devote yourself wholly to God and His work?
 6. Do you know the General Rules of our Church?
 7. Will you keep them?
 8. Have you studied the doctrines of The United Methodist Church?
 9. After full examination, do you believe that our doctrines are in harmony  
  with the Holy Scriptures?
 10. Will you preach and maintain them?
 11. Have you studied our form of Church discipline and polity?
 12. Do you approve our Church government and polity?
 13. Will you support and maintain them?
 14. Will you diligently instruct the children in every place?
 15. Will you visit from house to house?
 16. Will you recommend fasting or abstinence, both by precept and example?
 17. Are you determined to employ all your time in the work of God?
 18. Are you in debt so as to embarrass you in your work?
 19. Will you observe the following directions?

a. Be diligent. Never be unemployed. Never be triflingly employed. 
Never trifle away time; neither spend any more time at any one place 
than is strictly necessary.

b. Be punctual. Do everything exactly at the time. And do not mend our 
rules, but keep them; not for wrath, but for conscience’ sake.

 2016 Book of Discipline, Paragraph 336
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The Service of Commissioning, Recognition, and Ordination
The United Methodist Church

The acts of ordination and commissioning, as well as consecrating and licensing, 
are anchored in the sacrament of baptism and the ministry of the baptized. These 
sign-acts are based on what is already implicit in baptism and rest upon the essential 
ministry given to all Christians in baptism. Within the church community, there are 
persons whose gifts, evidence of God’s grace, and promise of future usefulness are 
affirmed by the community and who respond to God’s call by offering themselves as 
ordained and licensed ministers. 

There are four categories of persons who have responded to God’s call and are  
set apart for ministry.

Recognition of Associate Members – These persons are full-time local pastors 
within the annual conference who are a part of the itinerant ministry of the church 
and are available on a continuing basis for appointment by the Bishop. These 
persons must have reached 40 years of age, have served four years as a full-time 
local pastor, must have completed the five-year Course of Study for ordained 
ministry in addition to the studies for license as a local pastor, have declared their 
willingness to accept continuing full-time appointment, and other requirements for 
licensing and election as an associate member.

Commissioning – This act may be compared with the experiences of the early 
church in Antioch when the Holy Spirit instructed the community to “set apart 
for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” (Acts 13:2) 
The act of commissioning relates persons to the annual conference as provisional 
members. These persons are being sent for service within the annual conference. 
Provisional members may be preparing for ministry as deacons or elders.

Deacons in Full Connection – These persons are ordained for the purpose of 
leading the church in servanthood in the church and the world and to embody the 
interrelationship between worship in the church and service to God in the world. 
Deacons are non-itinerant clergy called to ministries of word, service, compassion, 
and justice. They are members of the annual conference in full connection and 
become members of the Order of Deacons. The ministries of the deacon are 
symbolized by the Bible (Word) and the basin and pitcher (service).

Elders in Full Connection – These persons are ordained for ministries of word, 
sacrament, and order. They are itinerant clergy subject to annual appointment by 
the Bishop to lead the gathered community in the celebration of the sacraments and 
the guidance and care of the church’s communal life. Elders are members in full 
connection of the annual conference and become members of the Order of Elders. 
The ministries of the elder are symbolized by the Bible (Word), chalice and paten 
(Sacrament), and The Book of Discipline (Order).
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Monday, June 6, 2022 ● 8:30 a.m. 
Stuart Auditorium

Morning Worship and Holy CommunionMorning Worship and Holy Communion
*Praise & Worship  El Ministerio del Espiritu Santo Praise Team
Introduction of Speaker Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett
Scripture   Luke 11:1-13 The Reverend Lee Padgett
Teaching Moment   The Reverend Dr. Tom Albin

Holy Communion
Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett & 

Reverend Lee Padgett
The Lord be with you.
 And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
 We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, God, creator of heaven and earth. How manifold are your works! In wisdom 
you made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. When you give to them, 
they gather in; when you open your hand they are filled with good things.
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth  
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who  
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. Through him we  
have received your Spirit that in the last days our sons and daughters  
shall prophecy and our young shall see visions and our old will dream dreams  
in the name of Jesus.
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection, you gave birth to your 
church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new 
covenant by water and the Spirit. 
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to 
you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, eat; this is my  
body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his 
disciples, and said: “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 
covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,  
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
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And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer 
ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union  
with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
For by the hope of the resurrection we are saved. Your Spirit helps us in our 
weakness and intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and 
wine. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the 
world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. By your Spirit make us one 
with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ 
comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is 
yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 
And now with the confidence of children of God, we are bold to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
  hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
  thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
  but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
  and the glory, forever. Amen
Breaking of the Bread
Because there is one loaf,
  we, who are many, are one body,
  for we all partake of the one loaf.
The bread which we break 
  is a sharing in the body of Christ.
The cup over which we give thanks
  is a sharing in the blood of Christ.
Giving of the Bread and Cup
The body of Christ, given for you.
Amen.
The blood of Christ, given for you.
Amen.
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Eternal God,
  we give you thanks for this holy mystery
  in which you have given yourself to us.
Inspire us with your Holy Spirit.
Grant that we may go into the world
  in the strength of your Spirit,
  to give ourselves for others,
  in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*Benediction Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett

*Please stand as you are able.

Worship Participants:
Teaching Moment ~ Rev. Dr. Tom Albin

Worship Leaders ~ Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett & 
Rev. Lee Padgett

Music ~ El Ministerio del Espiritu Santo Praise Team, Smoky Mountain District
Pianist ~ Sandra Rouse, Fairview UMC, Smoky Mountain District
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Monday, June 6, 2022 ● 2:00 p.m.
Stuart Auditorium

Memorial ServiceMemorial Service
“I am the resurrection and the life. 

Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and  
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

 John 11:25-26
Pre-Service Music 1:45 – 2:00 p.m. Mr. Jon Shell

Call to Worship “Christ Our Hope In Life and Death” Conference Choir
Prelude Processional   Mr. Shell

Please stand as we honor the family members of those memorialized today.
*Hymn of Praise #711 “For All The Saints” sine nomine
*Greeting    Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett

We have gathered here to celebrate the lives of those  
  who have served faithfully through the years  
  and now share the triumph of Christ.

We affirm with praise and thanksgiving the goodness of our Lord.
Let us rejoice in God’s presence with us, in death as in life
 among those who mourn
 as with those who now see Christ face to face.
In the midst of our grief we sing with joy,
 for God’s love is over all that has been made.
Blessed be God’s glorious name forever.

*Prayer     Bishop Wallace-Padgett
Tender and compassionate God,
 we seek to know you through the hearing of your Word 
 and pray that we may go beyond hearing to obeying,
 as shown by the faithful lives of your departed servants 
 whom we honor today.
We know that they are precious in your eyes, 
 worthy of your special attention and ours,
 for they served well in the task that you gave them.
Grant that we may feel your presence
As did the followers who knew Jesus in the breaking of the bread,
 and may we experience the fire within
 that sent them out to share good news. Amen.

Anthem   “Give Me Jesus”  Conference Choir
Introduction of Preacher   Bishop Wallace-Padgett
Scripture Reading  Isaiah 40:1-6, 29-31  The Reverend Sarah Varnell
Sermon    “Faithful Ones”   Reverend Varnell



19

*Psalm of Hope Psalm 23 
The Lord is my shepherd;

I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures;

He leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul;

He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness
For His name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley
Of the shadow of death,

I will fear no evil;
For Thou art with me;

Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me
in the presence of mine enemies;
Thou anointest my head with oil;

My cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

All the days of my life;
And I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

*Hymn of Faith #377 “It is Well with My Soul” ville du havre
Reading of the Names    Bishop Wallce-Padgett 

As Bishop Wallace-Padgett calls the names of those we remember, we invite you 
to stand if you are a family member, were blessed by their ministry, or if this  

person made a significant impact upon you during her or his ministry.
Prayer for the Saints and Faithful Departed  Bishop Wallce-Padgett

Everliving God, 
 this day revives in us memories of loved ones who are  

  with us no more. 
What happiness we shared when they walked among us. 
What joy, when, loving and being loved, we lived our lives together. 
Their memory is a blessing for ever. 
Months or years may have passed, and still we feel near to them. 
Our hearts yearn for them. 
Though the bitter grief has softened, duller pain abides;  

  for the place where once they stood is empty now. 
The links of life are broken, but the links for love and longing  

 cannot break. 
Their souls are bound up in ours for ever. 
We see them now with the eye of memory,  

  their faults forgiven, their virtues grown larger. 
So does goodness live, and weakness fade from sight. 
We remember them with gratitude and bless their names. 

 Their memory is a blessing for ever.
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And we remember as well the members  
  who but yesterday were part of our congregations and communities. 

To all who cared for us and labored for all people, we pay tribute. 
May we prove worthy of carrying on the tradition of our faith,  

  for now the task is ours. 
Their souls are bound up in ours for ever. 
We give you thanks that they now live and reign with you. 
As a great cloud of witnesses, they surround us with their blessing,  

  and offer you hymns of praise and thanksgiving. 
 They are alive for ever more. Amen.

*Hymn of Faith #302  “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” easter hymn

*Benediction    Bishop Wallace-Padgett

Postlude    Mr. Bryan K. Underwood

*Please stand as you are able.

Worship Participants:
Debra Wallace-Padgett, Resident Bishop, 

Holston and Birmingham Episcopal Areas, The United Methodist Church
Preacher ~ Rev. Sarah Varnell, Trinity United Methodist Church,

Greeneville, Mountain View District
Music Leader ~ Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Smoky Mountain District

Organist ~ Mr. Bryan K. Underwood, State Street UMC, Clinch Mountain District
Pianist ~ Sandra Rouse, Fairview UMC, Smoky Mountain District

  Choir ~ Lay and Clergy Members and Guests of the Holston Conference
Bagpiper ~ Mr. Jon Shell

Following the service, family members of those memorialized today will be 
in the tent between Stuart Auditorium and Harrell Center for you to greet.
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Clergy Members 
In Memoriam

Willard “Bill” T. Akers, III 7/23/1969 5/12/2021
Missy Ruth Belote 1/20/1977 6/3/2021
William Eugene Cahill, Sr. 10/13/1946 7/24/2021
William J. “Bill” Carter 6/27/1928 3/8/2022
Larry Leon Caylor 4/1/1941 11/8/2021
Von Darnell Chance 5/2/1944 2/15/2022
Joseph Thomas Crockett 7/26/1938 9/24/2021
Tom F. Driver 5/31/1925 7/12/2021
Margaret Joyce Everett 1/18/1943 5/21/2021
Harold Edward “Eddie” Fox 7/26/1938 7/28/2021
Mary “Elizabeth” Watson Fox 7/18/1935 2/22/2022
David Lee Funk 7/21/1930 10/6/2021
Gordon Clifton Goodgame 10/8/1934 10/27/2021
Robert Edward Hamilton, Sr. 8/17/1934 8/3/2021
William Larry “Bill” Hill 12/15/1953 6/25/2021
Mack Andrew Houston 4/7/1925 8/21/2021
Charles Anthony Hutchins 8/7/1931 3/21/2022
Dan Buford Kelly 11/19/1927 7/24/2021
John Robert Manney 8/22/1926 8/16/2021
Herbert Randolph “Randy” Morris 5/6/1944 7/10/2021
William Michael “Mike” Ogle 10/13/1947 7/19/2021
Dwight Arnold Sells 10/15/1946 9/21/2021
William Dean “Bill” Shupe 3/27/1952 6/3/2021
Rosa Keeler Slavik 6/18/1959 7/8/2021
Carl Wayne Ware, Jr. 6/3/1928 11/12/2021
Wheeler Ogle Wattenbarger 12/25/1934 6/20/2021
Nancy Jane Wilhite 10/7/1944 4/10/2022
Norman Carroll Wilholt 7/24/1942 2/18/2022
H. Walter Willis 8/3/1931 2/9/2022
Mark S. Womack 12/31/1923 12/25/2020
Nelson Charles Woody 4/16/1929 2/14/2022
Bryan K. Wyke 11/5/1975 7/13/2021
Ernest “Skeeter” Yeatts, Jr. 12/4/1946 3/8/2022
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Clergy Spouses 
In Memoriam

Melvina Gasaway Clark 2/8/1937 6/19/2021
 (Reverend Lawrence Campbell Clark)

Gregory Charles Marshall 11/5/1956 10/26/2021
 (Reverend Darlene J. Marshall)

Paul A. McDaniel 7/5/1930 8/22/2021
 (Reverend Linda Isadore McDaniel)

Virginia “Ginny” Bates Rowlett 9/17/1938 3/19/2022
 (Reverend Peyton “Pete” L. Rowlett, Jr.)

T.J. O’Rear Wesley 1/25/1950 6/7/2021
 (Reverend Cindy Wesley)

Cathy Wimberly-Young 12/28/1944 2/5/2022
 (Reverend Russell Young)

Barbara Phyllis Witten 6/26/1942 2/4/2022
 (Reverend Thomas J. Witten)
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Surviving Spouses 
In Memoriam

Betty Joyce Ball 10/15/1932 7/25/2021
 (Reverend James Monroe Ball, Jr.)

Martha Gregg Ball 1/25/1938 6/3/2021
 (Reverend Benjamin Bruce Ball)

Barbara Gail Bishop 10/16/1932 7/24/2021
 (Reverend Joe “Jim” Donald Bishop)

Anne Hubble Britton 8/19/1939 1/16/2022
 (Reverend James “Jimmy” Laban Britton, Jr.)

Barbara Ann Parks Burcham 9/21/1945 2/2/2022
 (Reverend Robert Glenn Burcham)

Patsy Jackson Carbary 4/21/1941 12/26/2021
 (Reverend Robert Lee Carbary)

Margie Marie Shepherd Cowan 3/29/1923 2/15/2022
 (Reverend Carl Richard Cowan, Sr.)

Iris Fay Ingram Goodman 9/29/1931 11/19/2021
 (Reverend George Herman Goodman)

Alice Ann Hines Green 11/20/1927 6/20/2021
 (Reverend Kenneth Bernard Green)

June Arlita Forehand Hammer 11/16/1934 8/22/2021
 (Reverend Neville A. Hammer, Jr.)

Helen Carter Harrison 6/5/1922 2/4/2022
 (Reverend Stanley L. Harrison, Sr.)

Louise Lowry Lawrence 3/10/1936 2/11/2022
 (Reverend David Allen Lawrence)

Brenda Sue Davenport Miller 7/18/1946 2/4/2022
 (Reverend Joseph T. Miller)

Thelma Jean Slagle Mills 8/23/1928 1/15/2022
 (Reverend William S. Slagle)

Louise Mariah Phillips 4/16/1927 12/17/2021
 (Reverend Morgan K. Phillips)

Betty S. Phipps 1/20/1936 2/13/2022
 (Reverend Silas S. Phipps)



24

Clergy

Willard T. “Bill” Akers, III 
1969 – 2021
Bill was born in Roanoke, VA. He graduated from Tazewell High 
School, Tazewell, VA, in 1987, from Hiwassee College and Bluefield 
College, and earned his Master of Divinity degree from Asbury 
Seminary in Wilmore, KY, in 1997. 

Bill gave his life to Jesus at the age of 14 under the loving witness 
of the congregation from his home church, Pisgah United Methodist 
Church in Tazewell, VA. In 1992, God set him on a new path when 
he married the love of his life, Angela Duncan of Knoxville, TN. 

He served faithfully and joyfully as a pastor in The United Methodist Church for 27 years, at 
Wesley Memorial, Cleveland, TN, under the guidance of Rev. Robert Haskins, at Faith UMC, 
Knoxville, TN, Beaver Ridge, Karns, TN, Wauhatchie UMC, Lookout Valley, TN, Clapps 
Chapel, Corryton, TN, and First UMC, Dayton, TN. Bill was known for his abounding energy, 
his kindness, and his joy. He loved singing, traveling, and playing basketball and golf. 

In 1999, Bill was diagnosed with terminal brain cancer. He faced his diagnosis with faith 
and joy and took as his guiding verse Philippians 1:21, “For to me, to live is Christ and to die 
is gain.” He lived 21 full and joyous years past his diagnosis, and when the cancer returned in 
2019, Bill continued to trust in this truth right up until the end. He passed away May 12, 2021, in 
Hixson, TN. Rev. Robert Haskins (Ret.) presided over his memorial service at Wesley Memorial 
in Cleveland; Rev. Rodney Lawson presided over his memorial service at Pisgah UMC in 
Tazewell.

He is survived by his wife of 29 years, Angela (Duncan) Akers of Hixson, TN, by his parents, 
Willard Akers, Jr., and Linda Jean (Tullock) Akers of Tazewell, VA, his brothers, Rufus Akers 
and Timothy Akers of Tazewell, VA, and Robert Akers of Bluefield, VA, and his sisters-in-law, 
brothers-in-law, nieces, nephews, aunts and uncles in Virginia and Tennessee.

Missy Ruth Shelton Belote
1977 – 2021
Missy Ruth (Shelton) Belote made her grand entrance onto  
Heaven’s stage as the Father welcomed his daughter home on 
Thursday, June 3, 2021, after 44 amazing years as a friend, a beloved 
daughter, sister, wife and mother, and a witness to Christ.

Her voice echoed around the world, praising her Lord in song, 
sharing her faith in sermon, and showcasing others’ journeys in story.

Missy came into this world on a snowy Thursday in January 
1977. She graduated from Dobyns-Bennett High School, earned 

her journalism degree from the University of Missouri, and completed her master’s degree in 
communications at Missouri State University. She was enrolled at Asbury Theological Seminary 
working on her Master of Divinity at the time of her death.

She enjoyed three successful careers: a journalist and leader for public radio and television 
in Springfield, MO; a marketing communication representative for Eastman; and an associate 
pastor at First Broad Street United Methodist Church. With each new adventure, she made her 
teams stronger with her unselfish commitment to her colleagues, her attention to detail and 
excellence, and her giving heart and listening ear.

Missy’s greatest accomplishment was as architect of a family that connected hearts across 
continents. She wanted nothing more than to become a mother and traveled to Vietnam, Ethiopia, 
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and China to fulfill that dream. Those three gold stars carry their mother’s love in their hearts and 
endure as her biggest legacy.

A stage never shined brighter than when Missy was on it. She made her debut as Molly in 
Annie at the Civic Auditorium. She cultivated her talents through elementary school, John  
Sevier On Stage, the Showboat Dinner Theatre, the D-B Show Choir and Springfield Little 
Theatre in Missouri. Her favorite roles included Grace in Annie, the Narrator in Joseph, and 
Milly in Seven Brides.

She was always planning the next trip. Her travels took her to nearly every corner of the 
planet. One occasion, she had breakfast in Amsterdam, lunch in Brussels, and dinner in Paris. 
There was no beach she did not love. Her favorite sands included Hawaii, Myrtle Beach and 
Amelia Island, FL.

As a child, she did not have pets. As an adult, her heart overflowed caring first for her 
beloved cats, Little Buddy, and Pierre. They returned the affection by staying by her side as she 
battled back the side effects of the first wave of chemotherapy. She never thought they could be 
replaced, but Jack and Twig gracefully took up the mantle of feline caregivers in the final years 
of her life.

A teacher once told her she never saw Missy without a book in her hand. Her voracious 
appetite for reading informed her imagination and inspired her to write as often as she could. Her 
poetry and short stories reflected her hopes and dreams. In 2015, she re-imagined her and Brad’s 
infertility experience as a royal romance and became an author herself. (Inconceivable by Tegan 
Wren).

She is survived by her devoted husband Brad, children Zeke, Quilla, and Zeb, her parents, 
Ron and Lowanda Shelton, her sister Wendy Tase (Neiko), her brother Quinn Shelton (Megan 
Krager), brother-in-law Travis Belote (Melissa), her in-laws, Steve and Terry Belote, and nieces 
and nephews Vivi and Vizo Tase, and Bridger and Henry Belote.

She was preceded in death by Lewis and Thelma Salyer (grandparents), James and Martha 
Shelton (grandparents), and Little Buddy and Pierre Clovis, her beloved cats.

Missy’s life and legacy was celebrated Wednesday, June 9, 2021, at First Broad Street United 
Methodist Church, Kingsport. Friends and family gathered to honor Missy at the Kingsport 
Farmers Market on Thursday, June 10, 2021.

William Eugene “Bill” Cahill, Sr.
1946 – 2021
William Eugene Cahill, Sr., was born on October 13, 1946, in 
Saltville, VA, to Reverend Albert J. and Katherine Brickey Cahill.  
He was the fifth child of six children.

At age 13, while delivering newspapers on his bicycle, Bill was 
hit by a car. He was in a coma at Holston Valley Hospital for one 
month. After many prayers and support from family and friends, he 
was healed.

Bill was a 1966 graduate of R. B. Worthy High School and 
continued his education at Tennessee Wesleyan College, Athens, TN.

On September 8, 1968, Bill and Sharon Everhart were married at Madam Russell United 
Methodist Church in Saltville. They returned to Athens, TN, where he completed his bachelor’s 
degree in accounting in 1970. That same summer, they welcomed their first son, William 
Eugene, Jr. Two years later, their second son, Charles Wesley was born. After graduation, Bill 
worked as an accountant in the medical field.

After several years, he moved on to be an auditor in the nursing home industry. During these 
years as he worked in his profession, he held many positions in his local churches as Sunday 
School teacher, board member, youth leader as well as auditing books for the churches.

Sharon and his mother both knew God was calling Bill into the ministry. They both knew 
before Bill realized it himself.
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He became a Local Pastor and was a student at Duke Divinity School for two summers. He 
transferred to Candler University where he received his master’s degree. He continued to serve 
God as pastor of churches Broadford Charge (4 churches), Mountain City Charge (3 churches), 
and Clintwood Charge (2 churches), while completing his degree. He became an Elder in The 
United Methodist Church. He and Sharon joined others, led by Bishop Swanson, on the trip of a 
lifetime to the Holy Land.

Bill was grandfather to eight grandchildren, three grandsons and five granddaughters, and was 
blessed to participate in baptizing each of them.

A good friend to all, he enjoyed helping others. He worked at local food banks in the 
communities he served and also participated in one of his church’s clothes closets for those 
in need. He was active in the local Lions Club and served as District Governor during his 
retirement years. Bill loved serving and doing the work God had for him to do!

In 2011, Bill retired from fulltime ministry. He was called back to serve part-time at one of his 
former charges by District Superintendent Jeff Wright. While serving at this charge, Bill fell and 
broke his femur in two places. Unfortunately, he was unable to continue serving as a pastor.

Bill developed a kidney disease and succumbed to his illness. God called him home to Heaven 
on July 24, 2021. A Memorial Service was held at Madam Russell United Methodist Church in 
Saltville with Reverend Lisa Bryant, Reverend Scott Spence, Reverend Donnie Bailey, Reverend 
Dr. Barbara Doyle, and District Superintendent Reverend Jeff Wright officiating.

William J. “Bill” Carter
1928 – 2022
Reverend William J. Carter died March 8, 2022, at NHC Healthcare 
of Johnson City. Bill was born on June 27, 1928, at the family home 
on the banks of the Clinch River in the Slant community of Scott 
County, Virginia.

Bill was predeceased by his parents Emmett Arlington and Orpha 
Louise Sturgill Carter, wife Belle Lee Carter, sister, Katie, brother, 
Danny, and son Michael Lee Carter. He is survived by his brother, 
Jimmy Carter (Anne), cousin Ed Carter, and honorary grandchildren, 

Emory Kate and Sam Brengle.
At a young age, Bill moved to Idaho with his family to work on Uncle Bill’s dairy farm. After 

several years, the family returned home, and Bill completed high school at Dungannon where 
he was valedictorian of his class. He continued his education at Hiwassee College (AA), where 
he met the love of his life, Belle, to whom he was married 63 years. He earned a BA degree 
at Emory & Henry College, and later E&H awarded him a Doctor of Divinity degree, honoris 
causa. He had a truly wonderful experience at Emory & Henry, where he was encouraged to 
expand his writing skills by Professor Blaise. This led to his wish to bequeath his estate to E&H; 
his final resting place will be on the campus, along with Belle and Mike. His legacy at E&H 
will live on forever as he had a residence hall named after him in recognition of his generous 
philanthropic support. Bill earned a BD from Vanderbilt School of Religion where he was 
awarded the Founder’s Medal for having the highest scholastic average achieved by any student 
in the School of Religion. He rounded out his education with an MA Degree in Counseling from 
the University of Tennessee.

Bill dedicated his life to the Methodist Church and the Holston Conference, with forty years 
of active service. He pastored churches in Virginia including Norton-West Norton, Rose Hill, 
Wise, and Tazewell – Main Street. Churches in Tennessee include Elizabethton – First, Knoxville 
– Bearden, and Chattanooga – Brainerd. He served in many capacities, some being Abingdon 
District Superintendent, Specialist in Leadership Development, Lay, Clergy, and Director of 
Conference Council on Ministries before his retirement in 1990.
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After retirement, he made Johnson City his home and joined the First United Methodist 
Church family. He later stepped up to pastor the church during a time of transition. The church 
has a prayer chapel dedicated in his name.

Bill loved to travel and was an avid photographer of waterfalls. He made numerous trips with 
his friend, Don Gentry. For many years you could find Bill on the tennis court playing weekly 
with a great group of friends. He loved his tennis buddies, and they hated his back spin and short 
shots. When Bill wasn’t on the courts, you could find him enjoying a good meal with friends, 
reading, or working on his next presentation or on his literary works. He authored several books 
that are still in print and numerous adult Bible studies for The United Methodist Church.

Bill never met a stranger and was a natural leader. He was a kind person who had a great 
sense of humor and found enjoyment in every moment of life. He was amazing with children 
who were instantly drawn to him. He always managed to include Slant, VA, in any sermon, 
presentation, or in conversation with anyone who would listen! He will be missed on this earth.

A celebration of life was held at First United Methodist Church, Johnson City, led by 
Pastor Jodi Ifhe, on March 20, 2022. At Bill’s request, colleagues and friends Reverend James 
Whedbee, Reverend Gordon Ridenour, Don Gentry, Donna Wilkinson, and brother Jim Carter 
will share remembrances.

A special thanks to NHC and their staff for the loving care provided to Bill, along with Caris 
Hospice, Donna Wilkinson for being an advocate for his care during his later years, and many 
friends at FUMC for their support.

Larry Leon Caylor
1941 – 2021
Larry Leon Caylor, 80, passed away on Monday, November 8, 2021, 
at Holston Valley Medical Center.

Larry Caylor served forty years as a pastor in the Holston 
Conference of The United Methodist Church. He served mostly 
small town and rural churches. He is a graduate of Tennessee 
Wesleyan College in Athens, TN, and Chandler School of Theology, 
Emory University in Atlanta, GA. The Holston Conference 
comprises most of east Tennessee and southwest Virginia. Concerned 

about public education, he offers one suggestion: A good teacher must strive to be a good 
storyteller. He was an author of two books, Silly Dog and a Cat and Tell It Again.

He was preceded in death by his parents, James, and Lola Mae Prichard Caylor, brothers, 
Kenneth Caylor and J.B. Caylor, and sisters, Betty Tharpe and Susie Wheeler.

Larry is survived by his children, Mike Caylor (Mary) and Misti Garrett (Brian), 
grandchildren, Jud Michael Caylor, Cosmo Barry, and Chloe Barry, and sister, Evonne Johnson.

A graveside service was held on Monday, November 15, 2021, at Church Hill Memory 
Gardens with Rev. Bob Ruth officiating. Music was provided by his friends from the Church Hill 
Senior Center.
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Von Darnell Chance, Jr.
1944 – 2022
Von Darnell Chance, Jr., passed away February 15, 2022, after 
an extended illness. He was a graduate of TN Wesleyan College, 
and received his master’s degree from Candler University School 
of Theology, a master’s degree in Music History from UT, and a 
master’s degree in Instructional Technology from UT. He retired 
from TN Wesleyan College in 2008, where he taught music history, 
choral conducting, and directed choirs.

He was predeceased by his parents, Jane Ellen Henson Chance, 
and Von Darnell Chance, Sr., and his grandparents, Paulette, Ernest Henson, John, and Zelma 
Chance.

He is survived by his loving wife, Charlotte Chance, her children, Mary Grace Taylor (Ben), 
Patrick Morgan (Emily), and Laura Morgan (Christopher), and five grandchildren, Nora, Violet 
and Charlie Taylor and Bradley and Evelyn Morgan. He is also survived by his brother, Terry 
Chance (Regina), and nieces, Jennifer Hall (Mitch), and Julia Chance.

Joseph Thomas Crockett
1938 – 2021
Joseph Thomas Crockett, 83, of Etowah, TN, passed away on 
September 24, 2021. He was the son of the late Charles and Levice 
Elliott Crockett.

He was preceded in death by his parents listed above, wife and 
mother to his children, Kay Frances Crockett, and one brother, 
Charles Elliott Crockett.

Survivors include his wife, Shannon Bays Crockett, one daughter, 
Melissa Crockett Grose of Knoxville, TN, one son and daughter-

in-law, Joel David and Jennifer Crockett of Franklin, TN, grandchildren, Elizabeth and Mattie 
Kay Grose of Knoxville, TN, and Annabelle Elizabeth and Kaylee Paige Crockett of Franklin, 
TN, two nephews, Mark Crockett and Allen Crockett, one niece, Kathy Powell, one brother-
in-law, Charles Thomas Cox, III of Sevierville, TN, and one sister-in-law, Judy Crockett of 
Montgomery, AL.

A memorial service was held Tuesday, October 12, 2021, in the chapel of Bordwine Funeral 
Home, Etowah, TN, with Pastor Mickey Rainwater officiating.

Tom F. Driver
1925 – 2021
Tom F. Driver was born on May 31, 1925, in Johnson City, TN, to 
Sarah (Broyles) and Leslie Rowles Driver. He was raised in Bristol, 
TN, and, following service in the Army in WWII, received his BA 
from Duke University (1950), his MDiv from Union Theological 
Seminary (1953), ordination by the Holston Conference (1953), 
and his PhD from Columbia University (1957). From an early age, 
Driver was keenly interested in both church (active in the UMC 
youth movement) and theater, and his military experience led to 

lifelong advocacy of nonviolent action. At Duke, he joined the World Federalist Movement, 
the Fellowship of Reconciliation, the Duke Players, and the Wesley Foundation, and founded 
the Wesley Players. In 1952 Driver’s theater criticism began to appear in motive. He was 
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commissioned by the Methodist Student Movement to write the libretto for an oratorio, The 
Invisible Fire, about John Wesley (premiered 1957). At Union, Driver studied under Paul Tillich, 
Reinhold Niebuhr, James Muilenburg, and others. In 1956 he was hired to help initiate a program 
in religious drama, by 1958 was Assistant Professor of Christian Theology, later became the first 
Paul J. Tillich Professor of Theology and Culture and retired in 1991. Driver’s distinguished 
career was always multifaceted. He was devoted to teaching, developing highly participatory 
classroom modes, and to interdisciplinary scholarship. He was a frequent and eloquent preacher; 
was theater critic at The Christian Century (their first) and other publications; and served on the 
editorial board of Christianity and Crisis. Theological and theater interests led him to the field of 
ritual studies. He conducted research in Papua New Guinea (with historian Dr. Anne Llewellyn 
Barstow, his wife) and in Haiti, on Vodou, and helped organize the Ritual Studies Group of the 
American Academy of Religion, which furthered formalization of the study of religious ritual 
in U.S. universities and seminaries. Driver co-edited Poems of Doubt and Belief: An Anthology 
of Modern Religious Poetry (1964) and wrote six books, including Patterns of Grace: Human 
Experience as Word of God (1977), Christ in a Changing World: Toward an Ethical Christology 
(1981), The Magic of Ritual: Our Need for Liberating Rites That Transform Our Lives and Our 
Communities (1991; revised as Liberating Rites: Understanding the Transformative Power of 
Ritual [1998, 2006]), and more than 200 articles. In retirement, Driver’s engagement for peace 
and justice continued in numerous trips to Haiti and Colombia with Witness for Peace and the 
Presbyterian Peace Fellowship and writing, preaching, lecturing, and activism in the U.S. With 
Dr. Barstow, he made the video documentaries Colombia, the Next Vietnam? and Colombians 
Speak Out about Violence and US Policy. In 2017 he became the founding chairperson of Senior 
Advocates for Justice in his retirement community. His papers and photographs are archived 
at the Burke Library of Union Seminary. Driver was a member of Omicron Delta Kappa and 
Phi Beta Kappa and was awarded the Kent Fellowship, 1953; Guggenheim Fellowship, 1962; 
D.Litt. (honorary), Denison University, 1970; Excellence in Ritual Studies, AAR, 2001; and with 
Anne Barstow, the Andrew Murray Award, Witherspoon Society, 2006, and the Anne Barstow 
and Tom Driver Award for Excellence in Nonviolent Action in Retirement, Presbyterian Peace 
Fellowship, 2014. Driver married Anne Barstow on June 7, 1952. Their children are Katharine 
Driver Murphy, Paul Boyd Driver, and Susannah Driver-Barstow. Tom Driver was an avid world 
traveler, talented photographer, and deeply valued mentor. He remained engaged with work and 
life until two days before his death on July 12, 2021, of congestive heart failure. His memorial 
service was held on December 4, 2021, at Rutgers Presbyterian Church in New York, with Rev. 
Byron Shafer and Rev. Andrew Stehlik presiding. His ashes are inurned in the columbarium at 
Rutgers Church.

Margaret Joyce Everett
1943 – 2021
Margaret Joyce Everett, 78, of Morristown, passed away Friday,  
May 21, 2021, at her home.
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Harold Eddie Fox
1938 – 2021
The Rev. Dr. H. Eddie Fox died on July 28, 2021, in Sevierville, TN. 
He was born on July 26, 1938, in the Waldens Creek Community 
of Sevier County, TN, and has been called “one of the most visible 
evangelistic faces in the Methodist/Wesleyan movement in our 
lifetime” by Bishop Michael Watson, a retired bishop in The United 
Methodist Church. “Eddie Fox has preached to more people and 
taught faith sharing to more people than anyone on earth.”

He grew up in Waldens Creek United Methodist Church. By age 
9 he wanted to be a follower of Jesus. By age 16, he knew he wanted to be a preacher like his 
grandfather, and at age 17, he received his license to preach.

He attended Sevier County High School, graduated from Hiwassee Junior College, Tennessee 
Wesleyan College, B.A., Emory University, M.Div., and Vanderbilt University, D. Min. He also 
received Doctor of Divinity degrees from Tennessee Wesleyan College and Asbury Theological 
School.

In 1959, Eddie married the love of his life, Mary Nell Leuty, and together they embarked on a 
partnership and ministry together that spanned 62 years.

An ordained elder in the Holston Conference for The United Methodist Church, he served 
churches in Virginia and Tennessee before joining the UMC Board of Discipleship, which 
later became the United Methodist Discipleship Ministries. He was also on the faculty of Billy 
Graham School of Evangelism for 15 years.

Prior to his retirement at age 78 years, Eddie was the Executive Director for World 
Evangelism for the World Methodist Council. He served in this capacity for over 25 years, 
creating such programs as Order of the FLAME and Connecting Congregations for Christ. He 
is the author of several books including, Grace-Esteem, Inherit the Kingdom, and Living a New 
Life. He and George Morris wrote, Let the Redeemed of the Lord Say So, and Faith-Sharing 
and developed the widely used “Faith-Sharing” Wesleyan resources and the Faith Sharing New 
Testament published in English and translated in over forty languages.

In 2013, he received the “Distinguished Alumni Award in service to the Church” from 
Candler School of Theology, Emory University. Dean Jan Love stated, “He inspires many in 
the Wesleyan family around the world with deep dedication to proclaiming the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. His work to bring various denominations within the Wesleyan tradition together across 
national and cultural boundaries has few equals in recent generations.”

He is survived by his wife, Mary Nell, his children, Gaye Nell (Larry Heck), Tim (Joelle) and 
Tom, and grandchildren Arden, William, Grayson, Simon, Jasmine, and Riley. He is preceded in 
death by his parents, Marshall B. Fox, and Geneva Perryman.

A graveside service was held at Shiloh Cemetery, Sevierville, TN, and a Celebration of Life 
service was held at Hermitage UMC, Hermitage, TN. Officiating at the services were UMC 
Bishop B. Michael Watson, and UMC Bishop Robert E. Fannin, AMEZ Bishop Darryl Starnes, 
Rev. Dr. Jerry Russell, Rev. Dr. Maxie Dunnam, Rev. Allen Black, Rev. Grace Imathiu, and Rev. 
Don Watkins.
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Mary “Elizabeth” Watson Fox
1935 – 2022
Mary “Elizabeth” Watson Fox, 86, a native of Gatlinburg and  
formerly of St. Petersburg, FL, went to her heavenly home on 
February 22, 2022. She passed at 2:36 a.m. at the Fort Sanders Sevier 
Nursing Home in Sevierville, TN, where she had lived with dementia 
for several years. 

She worked with and had a great love for special needs, abused 
and handicapped children. She volunteered and worked with special 
needs children throughout her life. It was while she was working at 

a day care facility for handicapped and abused children that she met and eventually adopted her 
mentally challenged daughter. 

Starting in 1993, Ms. Fox served as a Local Pastor assigned to the Cosby Circuit in the 
Mountain View District of Holston Conference of The United Methodist Church. Pleasant Valley 
was her lead church. She retired from preaching in 2002.

She was preceded in death by her parents Olin and Mamie Elizabeth Stogner Watson, 
grandparents James DeWitt and Naoma Lenora Ikard Stogner, and David Ellis and Lillie Mae 
Trentham Watson, and sister, Evelyn Christine Watson Perry, and brother-in-law Charles Franklin 
Perry Jr. 

Survivors include her adopted daughter, Sis, nieces Candace Perry Augustine (Kevin) of 
Goodlettsville, TN, Cassandra Perry Reubens (Steve), St. Petersburg, AL, nephews Charles 
Franklin “Chuck” Perry III (Lesley Ward), and Christopher Olin Perry all of Florida, and 
numerous grandnieces and grandnephews. 

Due to the ongoing pandemic, a private memorial in her honor was held. Her cremains were 
scattered together with her sister’s, Christine Watson Perry, in the Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park, home of their ancestors.

David Lee Funk
1930 – 2021
The Rev. Dr. David Lee. Funk, 91, formerly of LaGrange, GA, 
passed away peacefully on Wednesday, October 6, 2021, at the home 
of his daughter Debbie Sywak in Marietta. David Funk the son of the 
late Paul and Mary Funk, was born in Buckhannon, WV.

David met his lifelong sweetheart Mary Kathryn Zahn in 
Columbus, Ohio where they married in 1952 at the King Avenue 
Methodist Church. They were blessed with four loving children, 
Jennifer, David, Stephen, and Debbie. He graduated from Ohio State 

University with a BS in Social Administration and also participated in the ROTC program of the 
United States Armed Forces. Following graduation from OSU, he attended Seminary at Boston 
University’s School of Theology, and was ordained and sent to serve in Southwestern Ohio. 

From 1956 -1958, the Rev. Funk served as Korean Headquarters Chaplin, 2nd Lieutenant in 
the 7th Division Artillery, headquartered near the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) in Korea. David 
was honorably discharged in 1961 at the rank of Captain. David and his wife Mary settled with 
their children in the Midwest where he earned a Doctor of Ministry from Eden Theological 
Seminary in Missouri. He became a pastoral counselor serving communities in Missouri, Ohio, 
Tennessee, and Georgia. 

In 1985, David and Mary settled in LaGrange, GA, where they lived until 2017. They were 
members of the First United Methodist Church of LaGrange and active in the community. If 
you knew David you might remember the love, he had for collecting toys, especially cars and 
trucks. You could often find David out in his shop; give him a hammer and a saw, and he could 
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build anything you wanted, and he often did. David practiced random acts of kindness, and he 
was a social humanitarian. He and Mary donated and supported organizations such as Head 
Start, shelters for battered women and the homeless, and the Humane Society. Some of his most 
joyous times were when he and Mary took on the role of Santa and Mrs. Claus for the holidays. 
They brought much joy and happy memories to many children of LaGrange for many years. 

The Reverend Funk is preceded in death by his parents, wife Mary, and son, David. He is 
survived by his children, Jennifer Lloyd, Stephen Funk, Deborah Sywak, and daughter-in-law 
Jane Funk. He is also survived by five grandchildren, Evan Lloyd, James Lloyd, Christopher 
Sywak, Michael Sywak, and Katy Funk Mitchell, as well as niece and nephews.

Gordon Clifton Goodgame, Sr.
1934 – 2021
Gordon Goodgame was born on October 8, 1934, in Jones County, 
MS. After moving to Knoxville in his teens, he graduated from UT 
with a BS, with a M.Div. from Emory Candler School of Theology, 
and an S.T.M. and S.T.D. from San Francisco Theological Seminary. 
He was ordained a Deacon by the conference in 1958 and an Elder 
in 1960.

Gordon married Dianne Fraser in 1961, who would love, support, 
and encourage him throughout his life. His children are Clif, Greg 

(Kay), and Cathey. His nuclear and extended family enriched his life, and he was blessed with 
numerous professional mentors and deep friendships. While a student at Emory he served 
Benton, Mt. Hermon, Church Street, and Magnolia Ave. Methodist churches. He subsequently 
served Clapp’s Chapel, Epworth, Kingston, Pulaski, Holston Council on Ministries twice, Oak 
Ridge First, First-Centenary, and was Executive Director of the SEJ Administrative Council at 
Lake Junaluska, NC. His National Guard and Army Reserve experiences broadened his vision 
of ministry. In “retirement” he was appointed interims at Middlebrook Pike, Second UMC, 
Cleveland First, Christ Church, Unicoi, and State Street, concluding 55 years of active ministry. 
This included extensive preaching, teaching, local church consultation, and mission involvement.

Always a leader and builder of relationships, Gordon helped campus groups, service 
organizations, academic institutions, and professional associations move into their potential. 
He enabled lay-led church growth and community involvement. He was active in numerous 
conference boards and agencies within Holston and the broader church, especially those dealing 
with missions, social justice issues, race relations, worship, women’s issues, and leadership 
development. He was elected to eight Jurisdictional Conferences, six General Conferences, 
served as a director of the GBGM eight years, eight years on the UM General Council on 
Ministries, four years as a member of the General Commission on Central Conferences, and 
ten years on the World Methodist Council. Ecumenical, interfaith, interracial, and intercultural 
activities remained life-long priorities.

Gordon was positive, forward-looking, creative, and served as a mentor even into his final 
chapter of life. He lived to serve others in the image of Christ. In reflecting on his grace-filled 
life, one of his last written observations was “There is now room for little else than gratitude.”

A celebration of life was held at Gordon and Dianne’s home church, Waynesville First, 
officiated by Rev. Gordon Ridenour, Rev. Keith Turman, Rev. Becky Brown, and Dr. Harry 
Turner. An inurnment service was officiated by Rev. Gordon Ridenour at the Chattanooga 
National Cemetery.
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Robert Edward Hamilton, Sr.
1934 – 2021
Rev. Robert “Bob” Edward Hamilton, Sr., age 86, of Chattanooga, 
went to be with the Lord on Tuesday, August 3, 2021, at his 
residence, after losing his battle with vascular dementia. His funeral 
was held at Keith Memorial United Methodist Church in Athens, 
TN, on August 5, 2021, with Rev. Arlo Alderman, Rev. Tom Seay, 
and Rev. Dave Graybeal officiating. He was laid to rest at McMinn 
Memorial Gardens.

Robert was born on August 17, 1934, in Stonewall, NC, and he 
was a longtime resident of McMinn County, TN. He was the son of the late George Earl and 
Rena (Edwards) Hamilton. He was also preceded in death by daughter Wanda Hamilton, sons 
Robert E “Bobby” Hamilton, Jr., and Ronald J. Hamilton, and sisters Dorothy H. Smith, and Etta 
Earl Mintz.

Robert married Thelma Ann (Peach) on July 25, 1952. They spent 69 years together. 
In addition to their five children and two daughters-in-law, their family includes seven 
grandchildren and spouses, and thirteen great-grandchildren (and counting).

He was ordained as a Deacon in 1968 by Bishop Finger, and as an Elder in 1976 by Bishop 
Allan. He graduated from Vanderbilt University in 1975. He served for over 60 years as a pastor, 
chaplain, and as a short-term missionary. He was a minister for the Holston Conference of The 
Methodist Church for over 50 years, serving as a pastor in Virginia and Tennessee. He founded 
and served in several chaplaincies, including the Chattanooga Police Department, plastics 
industries, and several hospitals, and industries. He also served in extensive missions work in the 
Bahamas.

Bob loved horses and shared that enthusiasm with his friends and family. He was often 
studying and reading in his office. He collected books, and his library was donated to several 
schools of learning as well as friends and family over the last few years. He wrote poetry and 
could capture the spirit and character of others in verse. He believed in the dreams of others, and 
helped many persons and organizations build ministries that bettered the communities where he 
lived. He was a beloved husband, father, grandfather, and “Great Daddy” to his family, and will 
be missed until we meet him again in eternity.

William Larry “Bill” Hill
1953 – 2021
Rev. William Larry “Bill” Hill, age 67 of Jacksboro, passed away 
Friday, June 25, 2021. Rev. Hill was a retired Minister with The 
United Methodist Church for over 30 years, and currently a member 
of Jacksboro United Methodist Church. He was a U.S. Army 
Veteran, attended Tennessee Wesleyan College where he received 
his bachelor’s degree and Asbury Theological Seminary in Kentucky 
where he received his master’s degree. He was preceded in death by 
loving wife, Erma Hill in 2016, and father, William Hill.

Survivors include his sons, Christopher Scott Hill, Skyler Wesley Hill and wife, Rebecca, 
grandchildren, Mayalou Hill and Maxwell Hill, mother, Katherine Hill, siblings, Kathy 
Critchfield and husband, Steve, Jim Hill and wife, Ronnie, Phil Hill, Jenny Roach and husband, 
Jim, and Judy Lornenze, several nieces, nephews, great-nieces, great-nephews, other relatives, 
and friends.

Funeral Services were held Monday, June 28, 2021, at Jacksboro United Methodist Church 
with Rev. Dave Grant and Rev. Keith Hampson officiating. Graveside services and interment 
were Tuesday, June 29, 2021, at Powell Valley Cemetery and Memorial Gardens.
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Mack Andrew Houston
1925 – 2021
The Reverend Mack Andrew Houston, ninety-six passed away on 
August 21, 2021, at his residence in Piney Flats, TN. Reverend 
Houston was born on April 7,1925, to John and Ethel (Leonard) 
Houston in Carter County, TN.

He attended Happy Valley High School, East Tennessee State 
University, Milligan College, and completed studies for the ministry 
at Duke University and Emory University in Atlanta, GA. He was 
ordained by Bishop Ellis Finger in 1968 at his home church, Taylor-

Memorial United Methodist Church in Johnson City, TN.
He and Joyce (Clark) Houston were married in 1950 and a son, Mack Andrew (Andy) 

Houston Jr. was born in 1952. Sabra Joyce Houston was born in 1956. Mack lost Joyce to 
cancer in 1989 and he was married again to Helen (Whitaker) Houston in 1991. Andy died 
unexpectedly March 15, 2021.

Reverend Houston received his call to ministry in 1957 and served thirteen churches mostly 
in the Johnson City District. He retired from the active ministry in 1988. After his retirement 
he continued to serve the Lord as an interim pastor on two occasions and as guest preacher 
in several churches including other denominations. He was known as the community pastor 
because he loved people and was willing to serve all people. He portrayed John Wesley in a 
monologue in several churches.

His greatest love was the ministry. He loved The United Methodist Church. He was noted for 
his intense visitation especially to hospitals and nursing homes. He led devotions 13 years in a 
Johnson City nursing home.

He was a World War II veteran having served with the 35th Infantry, 25th Division 1943-
1945. He was wounded on Luzon Island in the Philippines February 5, 1945. He earned fourteen 
medals during his military career.

Other than the ministry he loved watching B-Western movies. He was able to attend many 
Western Film Festivals where he met the movie stars he loved. He met over four hundred stars, 
directors, and people in the film industry.

The funeral for Reverend Mack Andrew Houston was held on August 24, 2021, at Morris-
Baker Funeral Home in Johnson City, TN, with Dr. Paul Humphrey, Rev. Estel Williams, and 
Rev. Mike Berry officiating. He was laid to rest at Roselawn Memory Gardens, Johnson City, 
TN, near his home church.

Charles Anthony Hutchins
1931 – 2022 
Charles Anthony Hutchins of Greeneville, TN, 90, died on Monday, 
March 21, 2022. Mr. Hutchins was born the son of John Samuel 
and Anna Carolyn Hutchins in Forest City, NC, on August 7, 1931, 
and raised in Oconee County, SC. He served his country in combat 
during the Korean War, as a member of the 1st Cavalry Division, 
United States Army. He was awarded a Bronze Star for Heroic 
Service and a Purple Heart, among other commendations. After his 
war service, he was stationed at Fort Detrick, MD, where he met Eva 

Grey Martin of Frederick, MD. He received a medical retirement and honorable discharge from 
the Army, and he and Eva Grey were married on June 27, 1953.

After marriage, Mr. Hutchins became a licensed preacher in 1956, and he attended Furman 
University, where he received a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1957, followed by a Master of Social 
Work degree from Florida State University in 1959. After graduation from Florida State, Mr. 
Hutchins was employed as a social worker for Holston United Methodist Home for Children in 
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Greeneville, TN. He was elected to the Greeneville Board of Mayor and Alderman in 1963 and 
served until 1967. From 1967-1968, Mr. Hutchins did post-graduate work at the University of 
Washington, after which he returned to Holston Home for Children in 1968, where he served as 
the Associate Executive Director until 1973. He also established the Nolachuckey-Holston Area 
Mental Health Center, the first outpatient mental health treatment center in the tri-county area 
(Greene, Hawkins, Hancock), which is still providing services today. In 1973, he took a position 
as Associate Executive Director at Epworth United Methodist Children’s Home in Columbia, 
SC. He became Executive Director in 1978, and his title was later changed to President and 
CEO. He was an Ordained Deacon in the South Carolina United Methodist Conference. 
After serving Epworth for 22 years, he and his wife Eva Grey returned to Greeneville, TN, 
and Holston Home in 1995, where Mr. Hutchins served in various roles, including Director 
of Development, until his death. During his nearly 70 years of ministry, Mr. Hutchins served 
thousands of children, youth, and families, he placed hundreds of children in adoption, and it is 
estimated that he raised more than $100 million in support of ministries he led and cared about.

He was a follower and lover of Jesus, a devoted husband and father, a faithful and loyal 
friend, a model steward, and a prolific giver. He was loved and admired by many yet remained 
a humble servant all of his days. There are buildings named for him on the campuses of both 
Epworth Children’s Home and Holston Home for Children, and in 2021, he received a Doctor 
of Humane Letters from Tusculum University “for his service to the broader community.” In 
his later years, he was known by the children and youth at Holston Home for his frequent “fist 
bumps” as he encountered them on campus, and his attention to and kind treatment was well 
known and appreciated by them.

Mr. Hutchins is survived by his wife of almost 69 years, Eva Grey, his daughter Camille 
Hutchins Broom and son-in-law Mike Broom, his son John Hutchins and daughter-in-law Lisa 
Matrundola, Rita and Jim Sexton and Rita’s children, Heather, Holly, Brandon, and Synthia, 
his grandchildren Cassie Trotter, Jack Hutchins, Anna Hutchins, Kelli Shealy and her husband 
Collin, Russell Tanner, Graham Humphreys, and Marisa Humphreys, his great-grandchildren, 
Connor Shealy, Caleb Shealy, and Lilly Trotter, and his brother George Hutchins and wife 
Barbara. His first son and second child, Ralph Hutchins, pre-deceased him in 2016.

A memorial service was held Saturday, April 2, 2022, at the Rock Church on the campus of 
Holston Home, Greeneville, TN.

Dan Buford Kelly
1927 – 2021
Reverend Dan Buford Kelly, 93, joined the Church Triumphant on 
Saturday, July 24, 2021.

He spent 42 years as a minister in the Holston Conference of 
The United Methodist Church. He was born in Chattanooga, TN, 
grew up in the Fountain City area of Knoxville, graduating from 
Central High School, the University of Tennessee, attending Asbury 
Theological Seminary where he was a member of the Singing 
Seminarians, graduating with a Master of Divinity from Candler 

School of Theology at Emory University in Atlanta. He did extended study at Drew University. 
He pastored United Methodist Churches at Mt. Lebanon (now Colonial Heights UMC), Glen 
Alpine in the Kingsport area, Dublin, VA, Chattanooga Asbury and Harrison-Shallowford Rd, 
Trinity Woodmore, Keith Memorial in Athens, and Tazewell, VA. He was active in the Holston 
Conference in areas of ministerial training, Asbury Acres Homes for the Retired, the Work 
Area on Missions, chaired the Conference Work Area on Evangelism, participated extensively 
in evangelistic missions to Cuba, Haiti, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Dominica, Ecuador, and Africa 
(Liberia). He was awarded an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from Tennessee Wesleyan 
University in 1988. He sponsored several students to Tennessee Wesleyan. 
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Early in his ministry, Dan exchanged pulpits with a Methodist minister in Blackpool, England, 
perhaps triggering his love for travel. He was an avid photographer, having numerous pictures 
of the Holy Land published in a VBS series for Cokesbury Publishing House. He was a world 
traveler, traveling in 55 countries, leading tour groups, leaving friends around the world. It was 
said, if he was traveling alone, he could always find a friend with whom he could spend the 
night. 

When Holston Conference began a mission project working with the J.J. Russell School in 
Monrovia, Liberia, Dan made multiple trips where he was instrumental in building a library; he 
collected and shipped books and thus acquiring the honor of the school library being named the 
Dan Kelly Library. 

After retirement in 1992, he taught a Sunday School class of his peers at Fountain City UMC, 
did two interims in UMC churches in Franklin, VT, spending one “Christmas in Vermont.” He 
was an active member of the Church Mice group of retired UMC ministers and spouses. 

Dan’s primary spiritual gift was that of encouragement and he spread that encouragement to 
family, friends, and strangers. As a pastor he discipled many who credit him with his care and 
influence in their Christian walk. 

He is preceded in death by his parents, C.L. “Pete” and Mabel Kelly, and his brother, Cecil 
Kelly. He is survived by his sister and brother-in-law, Marianna and Ernie McGaughey of 
Tulia, TX, sister-in-law, Polly Kelly, nephews, Tim Kelly and Stan Kelly, niece, Melissa (John) 
Shipman all of Knoxville, nieces, Suzannah (Tim) Ruland of Electra, TX, Andrea Brown of 
Albuquerque, NM, and Elissa (Aaron) Inman of Duncan, OK, eight great-nieces and nephews, 
Tori, Micah, and Ben Ruland, Jake (Stephanie) Inman, Brette (Chris) Welch, Isaac Brown, Alex 
Shipman, Marina (Clifford) Scharlock, four great-great-nieces and nephews, Andrew, Ana, Ezra 
and Azalea Welch – all who loved him deeply as well as many others, who considered him their 
Uncle Dan. 

A funeral service was held on Wednesday, July 28, 2021, at Fountain City United Methodist 
Church with Rev. Steve Blakemore officiating, followed by a graveside service at Fountain City 
United Methodist Church Cemetery.

John Robert Manney
1926 – 2021
Rev. John Robert Manney, 94, of Greeneville, TN, passed away 
Monday, August 16, 2021, at his home. He was a veteran of World 
War II and a retired Minister. He was a member of the Holston 
Conference from 1951 – 1989.

Survivors include his wife, Janet Manney, one daughter, Debbie 
Weir of Athens, TN, two sons, John R. Manney Jr. of Crossville, 
TN, and David A. Manney of Niota, TN, extended family, Sandra 
Kavanagh, Debbie Leili, John Alley, and Lillyan Alley all of 

Greeneville, and Janice Alley, Richard Alley, and Deb Oliver all of Long Island, NY, several 
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. 

Funeral services will be held Thursday, August 19, 2021, in the Doughty-Stevens Chapel. 
The Rev. Mahan Archer, the Rev. Jim Fain, and the Rev. Greg Burnett will officiate. Interment 
will follow in Pine Grove Cemetery with military honors by the Greene County Honor Guard. 
Pallbearers will be family.
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Herbert Randolph “Randy” Morris
1944 – 2021
Pastor Randy was born May 6, 1944, to Crockett Cloyd Morris and 
Reba Jane Morris (Tibbs) in Giles County. He was the youngest 
of six children. He graduated from Bland High School where he 
excelled in basketball then graduated from Wytheville Community 
College with an Associate Degree and then received his B.A. from 
Duke Divinity School. Randy became a pastor in the Holston 
Conference in 1978. He served 16 United Methodist churches 
across the Wytheville District, Bridle Creek, Bethany, Flat Rock, 

Trinity, Oak Grove, Ft. Chiswell, Max Meadows, Grahams Forge, Brick, Locust Hill, Oakland, 
Bethel, Fairlawn, Leonard Memorial, Longview, and Asbury. After retiring from the Methodist 
Conference, he pastored the first Christian Church in Galax, VA, for eight more years. Randy’s 
greatest passion in life was his Christian faith. He touched and changed many lives. He was full 
of compassion, kindness, and love for his Lord, family, and church, always seeing the best in 
others. He was a devoted and dedicated husband, father, friend, and Pa Paw. He never missed 
a chance to be with those he loved, especially his grandchildren. He lived a full and warm life 
filled with joy and love.

On July 10, 2021, Reverend Herbert Randolph Morris was called to Heaven at his home 
in Galax, VA. Welcoming Randy to his heavenly home were his beloved parents, son Randy 
Shawn Morris, sister Geneva Sumerford, and brothers Crockett, Robert, and Ross. Survivors 
include his loving wife of 56 years Carol Sue Morris (Gusler), daughter Michelle (Dr. Jamie) 
Cassell, Dylan and Karly Morris, Hannah (Keith) Musser, Dr. Hailey Cassell, Holly Cassell, 
and Hayden Cassell. Randy’s life was celebrated on July 13, 2021, at Bridle Creek Church in 
Independence, VA. Burial followed in the Bridle Creek Cemetery. Officiating were Rev. Ted 
Anders, and Rev. Richard Gregory.

There are no words that can convey the impact that Pastor Randy had on his family, churches, 
and community. His generosity and selflessness will be forever remembered.

William Michael “Mike” Ogle
1947 – 2021
William Michael “Mike” Ogle, Sr., aged 73 passed away Monday, 
July 19, 2021, at his home in Cleveland, TN, surrounded by family. 
He was born October 13, 1947, in Knoxville, TN. In 1965 he married 
his late wife Judy (Mynatt) Ogle. They had three children together. 
Early in his first marriage he served in the National Guard for six 
years. Mike was called into the ministry full-time in April 1976. 
He left his job at TVA and entered Lee College in September 1977. 
During his time at Lee College, he was a member of the Ministerial 

Club, the Vice President of Pi Delta Omicron, and the Honor Society for Religion majors. Mike 
graduated from Lee College with a Bachelor of Science in Biblical Education in May 1980. He 
became an ordained pastor in the Holston Conference of United Methodist Churches in Tennessee 
on June 12, 2001. In his 44 years of ministry, he served at Spivey UMC part-time, Englewood 
UMC from 1990-1994, Decatur-Concord from 1994-2002, St. Andrews UMC from 2002-2004, 
St. Marks UMC from 2004-2006, and Elizabeth Chapel UMC from 2006-2009. He retired from 
full time ministry in 2009 and relocated back to Cleveland to spend more time with family. He 
loved his children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren dearly. In 2017 God brought an old 
friend back into Mike’s life. She was a blessing to Mike and his family. He and Joyce (Parton) 
Ogle married in 2018. In addition to spending time with family he enjoyed cheering for the 
Tennessee Vols and watching NASCAR. Mike and Joyce enjoyed traveling to Florida and the 
mountains with each other, and with friends during their time together.  
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Mike is survived by his wife, Joyce (Parton) Ogle, sons Mike Ogle (Angie), Tim Ogle 
(Kristy), Jamey Sheridan, his daughters Kelley DiCesare (Jim), LaDonna Pesek, two sisters 
Nancy Patterson, Susan Patton (Poncho), and one niece Stacy Fouts (Alex). He had thirteen 
grandchildren, Haley Tilley (Justin), Mary Beth Spencer (Hunter), Emily Rose (Thomas), Chris 
Allen Ogle, Josh Garner, Madi Garner, Derek DiCesare, Ryan DiGesare, Justin DiGesare, Jordan 
Pesek, Justin Womack (Manda), Will Sheridan and Ian Sheridan, seven great-grandchildren, 
Jackson Tilley, Hattie Tilley, Josie Tilley, Fletcher Spencer, Leighton Spencer, Easton Womack, 
and Addison Womack. Mike was preceded in death by his parents William Albert and Mary 
Elizabeth (Carter) Ogle, his first wife Judy (Mynatt) Ogle, three siblings Robert Ogle, David 
Ogle and Ruth Marie Ogle, brother-in-law Wit Patterson, son-in-law Nathan Garner, and great-
granddaughter Maisie Jane Spencer.

Mike’s celebration of life was held August 7, 2021, at First United Methodist Church in 
Cleveland, TN. Pastors Steve Brown, Steve Parker, and Mickey Rainwater officiated. 

Dwight Arnold Sells
1946 – 2021
Mr. Dwight Arnold Sells, 74 of Mouth of Wilson, VA, passed away 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021, at his home. He was born in Grayson 
County, VA, on October 15, 1946, to the late Carl and Inez Sidden 
Sells. In addition to his parents, he is also preceded in death by his 
wife, Barbara Elaine Sweeney Sells and his son, Travis Sells. 

He is survived by his son, Brian Sells and wife, Christy of 
Sevierville, TN, brothers, Alvin Sells and wife, Shelly and Toby Sells 
and wife, Darlene of Mouth of Wilson, VA, sister, Karen Blevins of 

Sugar Grove, VA, grandchildren, Morgan Sells, Hanna Sells, Samantha Sells and Jacob Sells, 
and great grandchildren, Zayden Burkett, Grayson Sells and Zaxton Trowbridge. 

A Celebration of Life Service was held Monday, September 27, 2021, at Little Wilson United 
Methodist Church, Troutdale, VA.

William Dean “Bill” Shupe
1952 – 2021
Rev. William Dean Shupe, age 69, of Fries, VA, passed away 
Thursday, June 3, 2021, at Johnston Memorial Hospital in 
Abingdon, VA.

Surviving Bill are his wife Janet Shupe of the home, sons 
Larry (Rachel) Shupe of Fries, Jerry (Angel) Shupe of Maryland, 
Scott (Nikki) Shupe of Fries, Andrew Shupe of Hillsville, 12 
grandchildren, five great-grandchildren, brother Olin (Elizabeth) 
Shupe of Fries, sister-in-law Evelyn Shupe of Fries, and several 

nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by parents Marlin and Anna Aline Shupe, brothers Arlin (Nata) 

Shupe, and C.V. “Vivian” Shupe, and great grandchildren Max Sechrist, and Lucca Wilkins.
A Celebration of Life was held at Atkins Memorial Methodist Church in Fries, Sunday June 

6, 2021. A private family graveside service was held Monday June 7, 2021, at Atkins Memorial 
Cemetery with Rev. Teri Gregory officiating.
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Rosa Keeler Slavik 
1959 – 2021
Rosa earned her B.S. and master’s degrees in Ag Extension 
Tech Education at Virginia Tech; she taught for two years prior 
to marriage. She also worked as Grant Coordinator at Virginia 
Highlands Community College. Her varied career also included 
17 years with the USDA-ASCS. Most recently, Rosa served as an 
ordained Minister with The United Methodist Church, having earned 
her Master of Divinity degree at Hood Theological Seminary in 
North Carolina. Rosa served three years on the Max Meadow Charge 

and six years at Trinity United Methodist Church, where she made many special friends.
Rosa was an avid reader with eclectic tastes in literature. She liked to travel, especially to 

Mexico and Costa Rica. She participated in many mission trips. She also loved dogs, horses, and 
anything involving agriculture or horticulture.

Rosa was a people person who loved hosting and entertaining, especially for her friends and 
family. She will always be most fondly remembered as a hugger.

In addition to her parents, Rosa was preceded in death by son-in-law, Todd McIntyre. She is 
survived by her husband of 38 years, Tom Slavik, four daughters, Heather Slavik Delatos, Holli 
Relyea (Bryan), Louise McIntyre, and Mary Waldmuller (Jeff), one brother, Phil Keeler; and 
seven grandchildren, Danii, Hanna, Nick, Abby, Zach, Emma Rose, and Lucy Grace. A private 
family ceremony was held on July 17,2021, at one of Rosa’s most cherished places, the river. 
The ceremony was officiated by Caroline Trinkle Hawthorne.

Carl Wayne Ware, Jr.
1928 – 2021
Rev. Carl Wayne. Ware, Jr, age 93 of Knoxville, died peacefully 
Friday, November 12, 2021, at home with his children at his side. 
Carl was a native of McCaysville, GA/Copperhill, TN, and was the 
oldest son of Carl W. Ware, Sr., and Edna Williams Ware. 

After graduating from high school, Carl enlisted in the United 
States Navy, and served during World War II. In 1948, he married 
Daisy K. Alley, the woman whom he loved better than life, who 
became his partner and unfailing support for the next 64 years before 

her death in 2012. 
He was a graduate of Tennessee Wesleyan College and Candler School of Theology. Carl 

committed his life wholly to Christ without reservation in 1954 and responded to God’s call to 
active ministry in The United Methodist Church, where he and Daisy served twelve different 
pastorates in the Holston Conference, over the next 40 years before retiring in 1996. After a 
move to Florida, Carl and Daisy returned to Knoxville in 2007 to be near their children and 
grandchildren. 

Carl Ware was a gifted pulpit preacher, and a humble servant of the Lord, always with a heart 
of passion for anyone seeking a deeper life changing relationship with Christ. He never failed to 
share the “Good News” even until the last days of his life. “His Lord said unto him, Well done, 
thou good and faithful servant; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” Matthew 25:21. 

In addition to his parents and beloved wife Daisy, Carl is preceded in death by brother HOG. 
(Tommy) Ware, and sister Joann Arp, as well as several brothers and sisters-in-law. He is also 
survived by his children Sam and Karen Ware, Rhonda and Michael McKinnon, and Leonette 
Ware, grandchildren, Laura and James Paschke, Melissa Stutts, Rebecca Ware, Brandon and 
Ginger McKinnon, Ryan and Nikki McKinnon, and Jordan McKinnon, great-grandchildren, 



40

Sarah Grace Paschke, Abigail Kathryn Stutts, Savanna Grace and Ava Lynn McKinnon, William 
Michael, Dawson Wayne and Greyson Ryan McKinnon, and several nieces and nephews. 

A funeral service was held Monday, November 15, 2021, at Hillcrest United Methodist 
Church with Dr. Pat Polis and the Rev. Monty Walton officiating. Interment took place Tuesday, 
November 16, 2021, at Bookwalter United Methodist Cemetery. 

The family would like to express deep and sincere appreciation for the demonstration of 
love, care, and support for Carl by both Dr. David Durbin and Dr. Cynthia Pearman and the 
exceptional team of UT Hospice, and Your Home Team Care. 

Wheeler Ogle Wattenbarger
1934 – 2021
Rev. Wheeler Ogle Wattenbarger, 86, was born December 25,1934. 
He peacefully passed away at Starr Ridge Medical Center in Athens 
on June 20, 2021, with his daughter and son-in-law by his side. Ogle 
was a graduate of Niota Elementary, McMinn County High School, 
Tennessee Wesleyan College and received his Master of Divinity 
degree from Chandler School of Theology at Emory University 
in Atlanta. He served in the United States Army as a Chaplin’s 
Assistant. He married the love of his life on September 24,1961. He 

lovingly and faithfully served as Pastor in The United Methodist Church for 32 years serving 
many churches in the East Tennessee area including Mountain View, New Providence, Elizabeth 
Chapel, Philadelphia, and New Hope. The final 19 years of his ministry, from June 1981 until 
his retirement in July 2000, he served Allen Memorial and Cedar Springs United Methodist 
Churches. After his retirement, he served interim appointments at South Cleveland, Black Fox, 
Evensville, and Jones Chapel, as well as acting as a guest preacher on many occasions. He was 
a devoted husband, father, brother, and friend. He loved his Lord and lived his life in service to 
God’s people. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Grayson, and Maggie Jane Buttram Wattenbarger, 
his brother the Rev. Warren Wattenbarger, Warren’s wife Mildred, and brother-in-law Fred 
C. Hicks. Survivors include his wife of 59 years, Mary Louise McCulloch Wattenbarger of 
Athens, his daughter Tina Morgan and son-in-law, Paul of Riceville, his sister Hazel Hicks 
of Englewood, his niece Denise Roach and her husband Billy, nephew Mark Wattenbarger, 
great-nephews Josh Roach, and Gray Wattenbarger, and great-niece Leigh Hollingsworth and 
her husband John. Special thanks to the staff of Life Care Center and Dominion Senior Living 
Center of Athens for all their care, support, and love. 

A Celebration of Life service was held Thursday, June 24, 2021, at Allen Memorial United 
Methodist Church followed by a committal service at McMinn Memory Gardens with Ogle’s 
seminary and longtime friend Rev. Riley Huffstetler officiating. Pallbearers were Jody Boggess, 
Bobby Farris, Wayne McCulloch, Quinn Satherlie, Tim Sharp, and Rick Skidmore. Honorary 
pallbearers were ministers of all denominations.
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Nancy Jane Wilhite
1944 – 2022
Nancy Jane Wilhite, age 77 of Knoxville, went home to be with the 
Lord on April 10, 2022. Nancy had a servant’s heart and a sharp 
intellect. She was an elementary teacher, worked with the Red Cross 
during the Vietnam Era, Director of the Girl Scouts of America, and 
owned her own daycare. Nancy then went on to become an ordained 
Minister in The United Methodist Church, Holston Conference, 
beginning in June 1994, and served in Harriman, Greystone, Bell 
Springs, Honaker First, and Sevierville Circuits. She loved the Lord, 

her family, and the church with all her heart.
Nancy was preceded in death by her parents, Melvin B., and Laura R. Wilhite, and brother, 

James Lee Wilhite. She is survived and will be greatly missed by brothers, Melvin B. Wilhite, Jr. 
and wife Sally, William Bruce Wilhite, nephews, Melvin B. Wilhite, III, Mark Edgar Wilhite and 
wife Robin, Jeffrey Bruce Wilhite and wife Dawn, great-nieces and nephews, Bay Lee Wilhite, 
Landon R. Wilhite, Christopher Castillo, Brooke Wilhite Dominguez (Tristan), Avery R. Wilhite, 
and other extended family and friends.

A funeral service was held at Rose Funeral and Cremation – Mann on Saturday, April 16, 
2022, with Reverends Tim Paul and Austin Byerly officiating. A committal service followed at 
Highland Memorial Cemetery.

Norman Carroll Wilhoit
1942 – 2022
Rev. Norman Carroll Wilhoit of Greeneville passed away Friday 
evening, February 18, 2022, at the age of 79.

Rev. Wilhoit served United Methodist Churches in the Holston 
Conference for 50 years.

He was preceded in death by his parents Horace and Lucille 
Wilhoit, wife Sandy Reynolds Wilhoit, and brother Jerry Lee Wilhoit.

Survivors include his daughter and son-in-law Lori and Chad 
DeLoach, two granddaughters Hannah DeLoach and Chloe 

DeLoach, five step-grandchildren, brother-in-law and sister-in-law Dick and Ruth Ann Leonard, 
sister-in-law: Mitzi Wilhoit, and special friend and caregiver Mary Fulton.

Norman donated his body to the James H. Quillen College of Medicine.
A celebration of Norman’s life was held Saturday, February 26, 2022, at Asbury United 

Methodist Church with the Rev. Jim Pollock and the Rev. Jerry Jones officiating.
Honorary pallbearers were Judge Thomas Seeley, Lois Shultz Davis, Dr. Jason Collinger, 

William “Bill” Carter, Dr. Jerry Willis, Dr. John Willis, Gary Chandler, Hulet Chaney, Hubert 
Ottinger, and Dr. Robert Northrop.



42

H. Walter Willis, Jr.
1931 – 2022
The Rev. H. Walter Willis, Jr., age 90, slipped peacefully from this 
earthly life into the arms of his Lord, February 9, 2022, at his home 
in Oak Ridge, TN. His beloved wife, Joyce, son, Tim, and daughter-
in-law, Portia, were by his side. Walter was first and foremost a 
pastor and servant of God. With a twinkle in his eye and a quick 
smile, he loved each individual who crossed his path. No matter how 
brief the encounter, he knew each person by name. 

Rev. Willis was a native of Sylacauga, AL, and graduate of Clark 
College and Gammon Theological Seminary. He was ordained as an elder in the Methodist 
Church when the denomination was still racially segregated. He faithfully served local churches 
in Alabama, Tennessee, and Eastern Ohio. His first pastorate was in Montgomery, where he 
became friends with Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and Dr. Ralph Abernathy as they were 
organizing to end segregation. In 1971, Rev. Willis accepted an appointment to Kern Memorial 
United Methodist Church in Oak Ridge, becoming the first African American pastor to serve 
a white congregation in the denomination’s Southeastern Jurisdiction. He was named Minister 
Emeritus of Kern and continued worshiping there until his death. Walter’s ministry stretched 
beyond the local church. He served as chaplain at Claflin University amid the violent backlash 
against the Civil Rights Movement. He served as one of the first African Americans on the 
editorial staff of the Methodist Publishing House in Nashville. From 1975 to 1981, he was 
District Superintendent of the Maryville District in Tennessee. He returned to Nashville as 
Director of Ethnic and Minority Local Church Education for the General Board of Discipleship. 

Music was the language of God that resounded most sweetly in Walter’s heart. His beautiful 
tenor voice lent itself to many choirs and to the Kern quartet, the Oreos. He often interspersed 
conversations with hymn verses. Walter was a caring husband to his first wife, Claudia, for 54 
years until her death in 2011. He was a loving and proud father of three sons and a daughter who, 
along with his wife, Joyce, all survive him: Henry Walter III and wife, Anita, of Chattanooga, 
Timothy and wife, Portia, of Cookeville, Stephen and spouse, Chris Gonyo, of Toledo, and Lisa 
Willis of Oak Ridge. Also surviving are granddaughter, Lizzie Willis, niece, Carla Quarles, and 
nephew, Charles Quarles. A celebration of life was held Saturday, February 19, 2022, at Kern 
Memorial UMC in Oak Ridge, followed by inurnment of ashes in the church Memorial Garden. 
The remainder of Walter’s ashes will be taken to Nashville to be interred with his first wife, 
Claudia. 

Mark Sanders Womack, Jr.
1923 –2020
Mark Sanders Womack, Jr., after a long and most interesting life, 
died December 25, 2020. Born December 31, 1923, in Manchester, 
TN, to Ethel Moody Womack and Mark S Womack, Sr., he was 
raised in Murfreesboro, graduating from Central High School 
in 1942. He began his career as an operator for the Nashville, 
Chattanooga and St. Louis Railroad and was a life-long practitioner 
of telegraphy. Married to Elizabeth Harrell on June 26, 1943, he 
was drafted into the United States Army in 1943. Serving in Europe, 

Womack was the last surviving member of the 753rd Railroad Transportation Battalion. Released 
from Active Duty in February 1946, he returned to his home and resumed his career with the 
NC & St.L Railroad and worked in Murfreesboro, Bridgeport, Cowan, and Chattanooga. While 
working, he completed his degree at the then Middle Tennessee State College. With the Merger 
of the NC & StL and the Louisville and Nashville Railroad, he was assigned as Assistant Train 
Master for the Chattanooga-Nashville Division, and as Freight Agent for the Huntsville, Alabama 
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Station and then back to Chattanooga as Rules Examiner for the L&N, which led to several years 
in Louisville and eventually to Jacksonville, FL, where he ended his career as Superintendent of 
Rules for the SeaBoard Coast Line RR. He also served as Secretary of the National Association 
of Rules Examiners, was a recognized authority in the field and served as an expert witness on 
several occasions. He published articles on railroad history in several publications and often 
contributed letters to the editor of local papers. Mark was the last employee to work in the Union 
Station.

Joining Jones Memorial Methodist Church in 1954, he was an active layman, serving as 
church Lay Leader, the Chattanooga District as Lay Leader, and as Holston Conference Lay 
Leader. Following his retirement from the Railroad, he became a local pastor in The United 
Methodist Church and served Payne’s Chapel and Clifton Hills United Methodist churches and 
eventually served as minister of pastoral visitation at Jones Memorial.

Predeceased by his parents and his brother, John Moody Womack, and his wife, Betty, and son 
Mark S. Womack, III and his wife, Judy, he is survived by his son Paul (Natalie), his daughters 
Lynn Shelton (the late Lee Shelton), Vicki (Ronald Charlton), Mary Murdock (the late Randy 
Murdock), Lisa Brady (the late Gary Brady), and Laura Myers (Joe), 18 grandchildren, 26 great-
grandchildren, and several nieces and nephews. The family would like to extend special thanks 
to the Staff of Hospice of Chattanooga for their loving care. 

Funeral services were held Thursday, December 31, 2020, at the East Chapel of Chattanooga 
Funeral Home with the Rev. Clair Sauer officiating. Burial was Saturday, January 2, 2021, at 
Chattanooga National Cemetery.

Nelson Charles Woody 
1929 – 2022
The Reverend Nelson Charles Woody passed away on Monday, 
February 14, 2022, in The Waters Lakebridge in Johnson City. He 
was born on April 16, 1929, in Edgewood, MD. to Wythe B. and 
Minnie Parks Woody. Soon thereafter they moved home to Smyth 
County, VA. Nelson graduated from Marion Senior High School in 
1946, Hiwassee College in 1948, received his BA from Emory and 
Henry College in 1952 and his MDiv in 1954 from the Theological 
School at Drew University in New Jersey in 1954, where he met his 

wife, Ruth Smith. 
Nelson felt the call to Christian ministry in his high school years and was licensed to preach at 

the age of seventeen. He was ordained Elder in Holston Conference in 1956 and served 45 years 
in nine pastoral charges and as Kingsport District Superintendent. Nelson was a lifelong sports 
fan of the St. Louis Cardinals and the UT Vols. He was a voracious reader, especially of WWII 
history. He had a great sense of humor, which he used effectively in his preaching, which he 
loved to do. 

He is survived by his wife of sixty-six years, Ruth, his son, Nelson Douglas Woody (Tonya), 
and grandsons Benjamin, Evan, and Carter, his daughter, Dr. Nancy Woody McManus (John), 
his son The Rev. David Smith Woody (Angee), and granddaughters Rachel, and Laura. 

A funeral service was held at State St. UMC in Bristol, VA, on February 19, 2022, with the 
Reverends Laura Rasor, Jane Taylor, and Jeffery Wright officiating. A committal service was 
held on February 20, at the Holston Conference Cemetery in Emory, VA.
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Bryan K. Wyke
1975 – 2021
The Reverend Bryan K. Wyke of Bristol, TN, passed away on 
Tuesday, July 13, 2021, at Ballad Health Hospice House. He was 
born on November 5, 1975, in Hampton Roads, VA, the son of 
Ken and Pam (Stump) Wyke. He was preceded in death by his 
grandparents.

The Reverend Wyke was the Pastor of Elizabeth Chapel UMC 
in Bluff City, TN. He was a graduate of Fishburne Military School, 
Emory & Henry University, and Wesley Theological Seminary. He 

pastored churches in Bristol, TN, Morristown, TN, Whitwell, TN, and Draper, VA.
Those left to cherish his memory are his wife, Amanda, his two daughters, his parents, his 

sister, Vicki Sisk, his mother-in-law, his sister and brothers-in-law, his nephews and other 
relatives and friends.

A service to celebrate The Reverend Wyke’s life was held on Saturday, July 31, 2021, at 
Elizabeth Chapel UMC, Bluff City, TN, with The Reverend Tom Ballard officiating.

The family appreciates the staff of Wellmont Hospice House for the care and concern extended 
to Bryan and the family.

Bryan was a lifelong Star Wars and music fan. He sometimes used these in his sermons which 
he created weekly from scratch. There are many stories and memories of Bryan. You can share 
them anytime with his wife and daughters.

I know through Bryan God was made known to many people. I have heard the stories and 
I cherish each of them. Bryan brought the Bible to people while also teaching, as a professor 
would, about the customs, geography, and politics of the time. A faithful scholar to the end, he 
told his girls he would see them again.

Ernest “Skeeter” Yeatts, Jr.
1946 – 2022
Ernest “Skeeter” Yeatts, Jr., age 75, of Meadowview, VA, passed 
away at Choice Healthcare Nursing facility in Abingdon, VA. He was 
the son of the late Ernest, Sr., and Ruby Hutton Yeatts. 

He is survived by two sons, Stuart Yeatts and his wife, Beth, of 
Youngsville, NC, and Scott Yeatts and, Amanda, of Wendell, N.C., 
two grandchildren, Reagan Yeatts of Youngsville, NC, and Liam 
Yeatts of Wendell, N.C.

He was a teacher at Damascus Middle School and Holston High 
School, both in Damascus, VA. He was a minister with The United Methodist Church and 
served as pastor for multiple congregations in the Saltville, VA, area. Ernest was a longtime Boy 
Scout leader in the Southwest Virginia region. He spent many years facilitating scouting events 
in the area. He greatly valued the life skills taught through scouting. He was a loving father, 
grandfather, and a fierce friend. 

A funeral service was held Sunday, March 13, 2022, at Farris Funeral Service Chapel with 
Pastor Barbara Doyle officiating. Burial followed at Knollkreg Memorial Park Cemetery in 
Abingdon, VA.
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Clergy Spouses

Melvina Gasaway “Mimi” Clark
1937 – 2021
Surrounded by steadfast love in her Chattanooga, TN, home, 
Melvina Gasaway “Mimi” Clark debuted in the great cloud of 
witnesses on Saturday, June 19, 2021.

Her grand, gracious legacy flourishes in her profoundly grateful 
family beloved husband, Rev. Lawrence C. Clark, devoted children 
Rev. Cynthia E. Pennington, Chattanooga, Rev. S. Mark Clark 
(Sara), Elon, NC, and Stephen W. Clark (Rebecca), Chattanooga, 
treasured grandchildren Rachel Clark (Juan), Isaiah Pennington, 

Immanuel Pennington, Karissa Joy Clark, and Nicholas Clark, sisters Mary Fields (John), and 
Martha Dobson, brother Thomas Gasaway (Charlotte), great-grandsons Josiah and Jonathan 
Mendez Clark, and numerous cousins, nieces and nephews.

Sprayberry High School valedictorian (Marietta, GA), Emory University honor student, and 
graduate of UT Knoxville and Chattanooga, Melvina shaped countless lives through compelling 
example and pedagogy in speech, drama, English, and Latin. She relished teaching at Red Bank 
High School, (Chattanooga) and John Battle High School (Bristol, VA), leading students to new 
heights through drama productions, speech competitions, and international pilgrimages.

Mimi’s sacrificial love touched myriads of people as she and Lawrence itinerated among 
Holston Conference United Methodist churches and communities where she served like a 
Suzanna Wesley, worthy of full ordination. She was passionate about world travel, all forms of 
visual, written, and performance art, and above all, unwavering grace as a mother and wife. Her 
Irish heart overflowed in captivating storytelling, glorious soprano singing, and uncommonly 
warm hospitality.

A playful wordsmith and vibrant communicator with dancing azure eyes, Melvina unstintingly 
imparted unconditional love, joie de vivre, hope, patience, and faithfulness from an incomparably 
generous heart. We will cherish her forever, looking toward a far brighter shore as we mourn and 
celebrate in a service of death and resurrection at First United Methodist Church of Rogersville, 
TN on Wednesday, June 23, 2022, followed by a graveside bon voyage at Mary’s Chapel United 
Methodist Church (Bean Station). The Rev. Dr. Chris C. Dover officiated. 

Gregory Charles Marshall 
1956 – 2021
On Tuesday, October 26, 2021, Gregory Charles “Bonky” Marshall 
ran into the arms of Jesus. Greg was born to the late Wilmer and 
Anne Marshall of Fries, VA. He is survived by his loving wife of 
45 years, Rev. Darlene Marshall, daughter and son-in-law, Brandi 
and Jody Ray, son, Travis Marshall and fiancée, Audrey, seven 
grandchildren, Ashlei (Ian), Will, Peyton, Jarod, Samara, Haylie, 
and Griffen, three great-grandchildren, Rhett, Ryland and Donald, 
brothers Brad and Tim Marshall, special cousin, Sarah Crigger, and 

niece and nephew Casey and Matthew Marshall.
Greg was a loving husband and supported his wife Darlene over the last 24 years in her 

ministry as a Local Pastor throughout Southwest Virginia and the New River Valley. He proudly 
served as a Town Council Member in his hometown of Fries, VA, in addition to his service as 
a board member at the Fries Community Center. During his time as a councilman and board 
member, Greg volunteered and lead service projects in his community. He could often be found 
with a hammer, or paint brush in his hand while working to improve his hometown. Greg and 



46

his wife Darlene served as foster parents to ten young people in the early years of their marriage. 
Greg was an amazing daddy, awesome PawPaw, and a good friend to many.

Family and friends would describe Greg as a funny guy and a jokester who loved serving 
others. He was a good neighbor and taught those around him to be kind and to lend a helping 
hand when given the opportunity. Greg loved sports, especially Hokie football and Duke Blue 
Devil basketball. He had a sweet tooth like none other and was often seen with a Pepsi in one 
hand and a Reese’s Cup in the other.

On Saturday, October 30, 2021, a Celebration of Life service was held at Greg’s “happy 
place,” the Fries Community Center. The service was officiated by his life-long friend, Rev. Dr. 
Timothy Porter.

Paul A. McDaniel
1930 – 2021
Rev. Paul McDaniel, a beloved Chattanooga minister, political leader, 
and civil rights pioneer, died early Sunday, August 22, 2021, at age 91.

A county building off East Third Street is named in honor of the 
former County Commission leader. He had joined the commission 
after challenging a law that disallowed ministers from serving. The 
case went all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court.

He was a founder of the Unity Group. Eric Atkins and Pastor 
Charlotte S.N.N. Williams of the Unity Group said, “Today, we were 

informed on the loss of our longtime former Chairman and Chairman Emeritus Rev. Paul A. 
McDaniel. His passing is a heavy loss. We pray for his family, the Second Missionary Baptist 
Church family and to all who knew and served with him. We are comforted in the fact that he 
can now be counted as one with the great assembly of hosts and is now amongst the great cloud 
of witnesses. Farewell leader, teacher, mentor, trailblazer, advocate, revolutionary and friend until 
we see you once more on the other side of the river.”

Rev. McDaniel was the longtime pastor of Second Missionary Baptist Church after coming to 
the city from New Jersey. He became the church’s 20th pastor on September 4, 1966. Rev. and 
Mrs. (Edna) McDaniel arrived with their three children, Paul, Jr., Pamela Anita, and Patricia Ann. 
A history-making event occurred when their second son and youngest of four children, Peter 
Adam, was born. This marked the first time a child had been born into a pastor’s family in the 
history of the church. After a lengthy illness, Mrs. McDaniel passed on January 27, 1990. Later, 
Rev. McDaniel suffered the loss of his oldest daughter, Pamela. Church officials said, “Over 
time, and with the support of family, members, and faith, Pastor McDaniel continued his ministry 
and leadership with grace and dedication.” Years later, he married the former Linda Isadore, D. 
Min., of Los Angeles, California, who became the first dean of Second’s School of Evangelism.

The body of Rev. McDaniel was donated to medical science. 
A memorial service is planned for later.



47

Virginia “Ginny” Bates Rowlett
1938 – 2022
Virginia Bates Rowlett died on March 19, 2022, in Knoxville, TN, 
after a period of declining health. The immediate cause of her death 
was an injury suffered in a fall. A native of Bluefield, VA, she was 
born on September 17, 1938, the daughter of Benjamin Bates and 
Irene (Reynolds) Bates.

After graduating from Virginia Intermont College, Ginny 
completed her Bachelor of Music degree at the Cincinnati College-
Conservatory of Music. She later earned a Master of Music degree 

from the University of Tennessee. Her career as a music teacher included teaching large numbers 
of individual piano students wherever she was living and also serving as a music instructor at 
Roane Sate Community Colleges. She held a Permanent Certification in Piano from the Music 
Teachers National Association.

Ginny married Peyton “Pete” Rowlett on June 2, 1962. They have three children: Margaret, 
Ben, Andy, and nine grandchildren. During Pete’s active ministry, Ginny had a remarkable ability 
to establish her family in a new home quickly and find ways to make her unique contribution 
in each new situation. She had served as president of the Holston Clergy Wives group and was 
instrumental in establishing their annual retreat

At the time of her death, she belonged to Church Street United Methodist Church where she 
participated in the Conversations on Race group. Committed to promoting social justice, she 
worked to eliminate personal and systemic racism, to protect the environment, and to ensure the 
rights of women.

Over the years, Ginny and Pete led marriage enrichment workshops that benefited over 1,000 
couples. After Pete retired, they led annual weekend retreats for couples in ministry in Holston 
Conference that were attended by a total of 70 couples. They also trained 63 couples as leaders.

The greatest joys in her life were brought to her by music and by her family life. Ginny loved 
being a wife, mother, and grandmother. She had a large and devoted family and many dear 
friends. One of her hobbies was reading, and in retirement she adopted the goal of reading a 
hundred books a year.

One of her favorite Bible verses was Galatians 5:22: “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.” Not only were these the 
qualities she sought to possess, she believed that seeking these gifts was at the heart of what it 
meant to be a Christian.

Ginny was survived by her husband of almost 60 years, Pete Rowlett, their three children, 
Margaret Rowlett (David Gilbert) of Greensboro, NC, Ben Rowlett (Slater) of Roswell, GA, 
and Andy Rowlett (Tina) of Franklin, TN, her nine grandchildren, Katie, Anna, Sophie, Virginia, 
Pete, Jenny, Tucker, Makenna, and Tristan, and her sister, Margaret Dalton (Les) of Canyon, TX.

A Memorial Service was held at FUMC, Knoxville on April 16, 2022, with the. Reverends 
Troy Forrester, Catherine Nance, and Brenda Carroll officiating. All nine of her grandchildren 
also participated in the service. A graveside service was held at the Holston Conference/Emory 
and Henry Cemetery on April 18, 2022, with Rev. Beverly Robinette officiating.
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T.J. O’Rear Wesley
1950 – 2021
The Reverend Dr. T.J. O’Rear Wesley passed away peacefully, 
held by the prayers of family and friends around the world as he 
stepped into his next adventure. Born in a Minnesota snowstorm in 
January 1950, T.J. spent his early years at Red Lake Reservation in 
Minnesota before his family moved to Fargo and then Minot, ND. 
He retained a life-long appreciation for Native American peoples, 
cultures, and artwork, as well as Western apparel. He was often 
immediately recognizable from a distance because of his cowboy 

boots and hat. T.J. first felt a call to Christian ministry in his teenage years. While serving as the 
conference president of the Methodist Youth Fellowship, he completed a summer internship at 
Glide Memorial Methodist Church in San Francisco in the late 1960s. The experience inspired 
him to engage in social activism during his young adult years. 

T.J. attended Southern Methodist University to study for ministry. In Dallas, he organized and 
participated in desegregation/Civil Rights and anti-Vietnam War protests – activism that led to his 
expulsion from SMU despite being an academic honors student. Several years later, he graduated 
with a degree in Political Science from the University of Hawaii and never lost his appreciation 
for beaches, flip flops, and Hawaiian shirts. In the four-year interval between leaving SMU and 
enrolling at Hawaii, he traveled to the USSR, across Europe and North Africa, and spent time 
working on a kibbutz in Israel. During the 1970s, he earned his M.S. degree in Political Science 
at the University of Wisconsin – Madison and taught courses at Beloit College. Politics was to 
T.J. what a favorite sport might be to others. Conversations about politics or religion filled the 
Wesley household. 

In his early forties, T.J. felt a renewal of the call to ministry he experienced decades earlier. 
He chose to upend his life to follow that call. T.J. earned his Master of Divinity (M.Div.) and 
Master of Theology (Th.M.) degrees at the Divinity School at Duke University and won the 
seminary’s exchange fellowship with Fredricks Wilhelm University in Bonn, Germany. The 
fellowship provided T.J. with opportunities to study theology and Christian history in German 
and serve as an intern in the main Protestant cathedral in Bonn. He also built ties with people in 
The United Methodist Church in Germany that he maintained for many years after his return. 
He spent a significant portion of his free time traveling throughout Europe, collecting icons, and 
photographing places and artwork that touched him. T.J. began ministry as a United Methodist 
pastor in Oak Ridge, TN, in 1996. He met his wife of 24 years, Cindy, as both were preparing 
to serve their first ministerial appointments. They were married in February 1997 and their 
family expanded to include two children, Lillie, and Cassian. Honoring his pledge to support 
Cindy’s work in ministry and higher education, T.J. served faithfully as a pastor for 21 years 
in East Tennessee, Virginia, West Tennessee, and the United Kingdom. He earned a D.Min. in 
Spiritual Formation in 2004 so that he could lead retreats and serve as a resource to pastors and 
laity experiencing spiritual burnout. While serving in West Tennessee, T.J. was also hired as an 
Assistant Professor at Lane College, a Historically Black College, in Jackson, TN. Teaching at 
Lane and interacting with the students was deeply meaningful for him. 

During his last years in ministry before retiring in June 2017, he served in the British 
Methodist Church, managing preaching and pastoral duties in multi-chapel appointments. His 
last two years, serving multicultural congregations in the city of Luton, were a highlight of his 
years in ministry. Always the extrovert, T.J. built relationships with people wherever he went and 
left a lasting impression on those who came to know and love him. 

Throughout the six years of life in the UK, T.J. took every opportunity to expose his two 
children to the adventures of European travel, including awesome amusement parks, budget 
hotels, and some of the great museums and castles of Western Europe. No trip was complete 
without a chance to sample the local cuisine – waffles with ice cream in Belgium, crepes in 
Paris, and bratwurst in Germany. Also, every trip had its share of GPS-caused detours along one-
lane backroads, through goat farms, or onto to non-existent highways. T.J.’s energy made life 
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with him an adventure. His large library of books, videos, and artwork is a legacy to his immense 
intelligence and passion for collecting. 

When Cindy accepted a job in Colorado, T.J. decided to retire and be a full-time dad to two 
teenagers. There were no people in the world that he loved more devotedly than Cassian, Lillie, 
and Cindy. To him, nothing came before his family and devotion to Jesus Christ. Anyone who 
knew T.J. well was aware of his intelligence and gifts for teaching. He had a passion for traveling 
and photography, as well as for collecting books, art, and films (even some really dreadful ones). 
He leaves a legacy to his intelligence and faith in his vast personal library of these items. 

T.J. wrestled with cancer for 16 years and knew that journey would end in Colorado, in sight 
of the Rocky Mountains. While he was well, the adventurer was determined that the family 
would enjoy the natural wonders of Colorado through many and varied camping trips. When all 
curative measures to treat his cancer were exhausted in spring 2020, T.J. made the courageous 
decision to forgo any further treatment. His struggle with the effects of his cancer was real every 
moment of his last months, but he had the love and assistance of his family to help him cope. His 
wife and children loved him deeply and wanted him to live as comfortably as possible. Rather 
than seeing T.J. as another cancer victim, it is more fitting to see him as one who fought the good 
fight for a very long time and then decided on his own terms that he was ready to rest. So, on 
Monday, June 7, 2021, when the Pathways Hospice chaplain took his hand to pray for him, T.J. 
allowed those prayers to carry him to eternal life with Christ. His beloved parents, David, and 
Mathilda (Tillie) O’Rear, and his dear father-in-law, Robert Wesley, made the journey before 
him. T.J. is survived by his wife, Dr. Cindy Wesley, daughter Lillie and son Cassian, his mother-
in-law Doris Wesley, brothers-in-law Stephen Wesley (Kittie) and Michael Wesley (Gina), 
his cousins, nephews, and nieces. T.J. would want thanks expressed to Lisa Radice, FNP, his 
oncology nurse, the staff at the UC Health Cancer Center, Dr. Christopher Drysdale, Chaplain 
Mark, and the nursing staff of Pathways Hospice. 

Cathy Wimberly-Young
1944 – 2022
Cathy Wimberly-Young passed away on Saturday, February 5, 2022. 

Cathy is survived by her husband, Russ Young, her sons, 
Charles Wimberly and Lisa, and John Wimberly and Trish, seven 
grandchildren, Jared, Matthew, Peyton, Amber, Justin, Vance, and 
Kate Wimberly, her sister Dot Reed and Jim, and many nieces, 
nephews, great-nieces, and great-nephews. She also leaves behind a 
loving church family and many friends and business acquaintances.

A Celebration of Life was held at St. Paul East UMC, Knoxville, 
TN, on February 12, 2022.

Barbara Phyllis Witten
1942 – 2022
Mrs. Barbara Phyllis Witten, age 79, of Richlands, VA, passed away 
Friday, February 4, 2022, at her home following a courageous battle 
with cancer.

Born in Big Four, WV, she was the daughter of the late Maynard 
Burl and Sarah Elizabeth (Trixie) Honaker of Spanishburg, WV. In 
addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by one brother 
Junior Honaker and one sister Joan Griffith. 

Barbara graduated from Spanishburg High School in 1960, 
Concord College in December of 1963, and obtained her master’s degree of Science and 
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Education from Virginia Tech in 1987. She started working in New Boston Ohio Public Schools 
in 1964 and was married to her loving husband of 56 years Thomas Jefferson Witten, Jr., on 
February 20, 1965. Barbara spent 33 years in education teaching Mathematics and Home 
Economics in West Virginia and Virginia.

Barbara enjoyed crafting, making cards, baskets, crocheting washcloths, reading, especially 
Nicholas Sparks books, watching Hallmark Movies, spending time with her husband, children 
and grandchildren and loved being at the beach. She was a Longaberger Basket collector and 
consultant for over 30 years. She was a faithful member of Clearview United Methodist Church 
and Garden United Methodist Church and a member of United Methodist Women. She deeply 
cared for others and had many friends and loved ones.

Barbara is survived by her loving husband of 56 years, Thomas Jefferson Witten, Jr., four 
children T.J. Witten & wife Teresa of Roanoke, VA, Rebecca Dye & husband James of 
Richlands, VA, Tim Witten & wife Martha of Roanoke, VA, and Stephanie Mowery & husband 
Kevin of Dublin, VA, four sisters Betsy Whittington of Windermere, FL, Nancy Ellison of 
Princeton, WV, Sandra Wellman of Spanishburg, WV, and Vicki Bush of Orlando, FL, one 
brother Bobby Honaker of Princeton, WV, nine grandchildren Jeff Witten and fiancée Vishali 
Vasudevan of Herndon, VA, Dr. Elizabeth White and husband Dr. Derek White of Bristol, VA, 
Emily Dye of Bristol, VA, Cassie Witten of Charleston, SC, Nicholas Dye of Blacksburg, VA, 
Marshall Witten of Roanoke, VA, and Meredith Witten of Roanoke, VA, Sarah Dye of Boone, 
NC, and Hannah Dye of Dublin, VA, numerous nieces, nephews, friends and loved ones also 
survive. 

The family would like to express special thanks to Legacy Hospice for the excellent care to 
Barbara and the family during her illness.

A funeral service was held on Tuesday, February 8, 2022, at the Singleton Funeral Service, 
Cedar Bluff, VA, with Rev. Paul Griffith, Rev. Thomas Witten, Jr., and Elder Tim Witten 
officiating. Entombment followed in the Clinch Valley Memorial Cemetery Mausoleum at 
Richlands, VA. Pallbearers were Marshall Witten, Jeff Witten, Nicholas Dye, Dr. Derek White, 
Kevin Mowery, James Dye, and Brian Dye.

Surviving Spouses

Betty Joyce Ball 
1932 – 2021
Betty Joyce Ball, 88, of Raleigh, NC, formerly of East Tennessee 
died on July 25, 2021. A memorial service was held at Hayes Barton 
United Methodist Church in Raleigh, NC.

She was preceded in death by a son, Philip, her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Fred Fox, her sister, Jo Anna Grier, her beloved husband, Rev. 
Jimmy Ball of 67 years, and son, James M. Ball, III (Trey). 

She is survived by her daughter, Julia, and husband, Dr. Bill Berry, 
of Wake Forest, son, Christopher and wife Christine of Rancho 

Palos Verdes, CA, grandchildren, Michael and Emily Pratt, and Nicholas and Preston Ball, 
step grandchildren, Erin Spalinski (David), Rachel Berry (Ben Young), and James Berry. Also 
surviving are her sister Beatrice Hicks of Chattanooga, TN, several nieces, nephews, and two 
great-grandchildren.

Betty Joyce was a life-long United Methodist. She met her husband, Jimmy in her home 
church in Rossville. She stayed home to raise her children until they were a bit older. After her 
time as a stay-at-home mom, she worked at a bank, Westmorland Mining, and Tennessee Valley 
Authority. She also earned an associate degree in accounting. She was a dedicated pastor’s wife, 
girl scout leader, and Sunday School teacher. Throughout her life, she was active at the local, 
district, and conference level in The United Methodist Church. 



51

She was noted for her sweet disposition and was often referred to by members of 
congregations as “Sweet Betty Joyce.” She was loving and caring to all the residents at Whitaker 
Glen. She maintained friendships lasting over 60 years, keeping in touch by letters, e-mail, and 
telephone. She sent cards to hundreds of people on their birthdays, at Christmas, Easter, and 
Thanksgiving.

She was a devoted pastor’s wife and companion to Jimmy for 67 years and cared for their 
children during the many absences required of a minister. Ultimately, she lovingly cared for 
both Jimmy and Trey during their times of illness. Betty Joyce had a passion for playing Rook, 
Scrabble, Dominoes, exercising, spending time with her family, and reading.

Martha Gregg Ball
1938 – 2021
Martha Gregg Ball (nee Curtis), age 83, of Chelsea, MI, died in her 
sleep on June 3, 2021, after a long illness. Martha Jo Curtis was 
born in Toledo, where she grew up in a family of civil servants, 
teachers, and librarians. A gifted student, musician, and athlete, she 
graduated valedictorian of the DeVilbiss High School class of 1956 
and then earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the University 
of Michigan. She married her college sweetheart, Ronald D. Gregg, 
and taught school in Cambridge, MA, and Dundee, MI, while he 

began his legal career. The couple finally settled in Ann Arbor for several years, raising their 
children, David, and Sara, until separated by divorce in 1979. Martha began her second phase 
of adulthood heeding the call to ministry. She was trained at United Theological Seminary in 
Dayton, OH, and was ordained as an elder in The United Methodist Church in 1987. She served 
churches in Ann Arbor, Wayne, Britton, and Hudson, MI. While in Britton, she wed her second 
husband, Ben Ball. They shared a passion for ministry and became missionaries at the Henderson 
Settlement in eastern Kentucky. Martha lived a life of adventure and service. She traveled widely, 
including multiple visits to Europe and Canada as well as to Haiti, Mexico, Kenya, Israel, and 
Belize. She was a great lover of music, poetry, and art. But her deepest passion was the service 
of the Church. A true Methodist, she worked constantly under the conviction that human beings 
are beloved of God and capable of becoming more than they currently are. She was a lifelong 
advocate for social justice, racial reconciliation, and empowerment for the marginalized. And 
as part of the first large wave of women in ordained ministry, she was a mentor and role model 
for many other women likewise called to serve. Martha is survived by her son, David Gregg, 
her daughter, Sara (Jim) Barnes, her grandsons, Colin, Alex, and Scott Barnes, her nieces, Vicky 
Geha, and Janie Driscoll, her nephews, Rick Haffner and John Granger, many great-nieces and 
nephews, and her brother-in-law, Bill Granger.

Barbara Gail Bishop
1932 – 2021
Barbara Gail Bishop, 88 of Sebastian, FL, passed away July 24, 
2021, at her residence. Barbara was born in Tampa, FL, and was a 
resident of Sebastian for two years, coming from Smithville, TN. 
She worked for an accountant for many years.

Mrs. Bishop was a minister for First United Methodist Church in 
Smithville, TN, and was a member of the Red Hat Ladies.

Survivors include her daughter, Pamela Roach of Sebastian, FL, 
son, Paul (Susan) Bishop of Wimauma, FL, daughter, Deborah 

Thistlethwaite of Livingston, MT, six grandchildren, eight great-grandchildren, and two great-
great-grandchildren. She was preceded in death by her husband, Joe Donald Bishop, and 
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son, Jon David Bishop, daughter, Winifred Gail Doerr, and her parents, Everett Emanuel, and 
Winifred (Davis) Wildfong.

Anne Hubble Britton
1939 – 2022
Anne Hubble Britton of Ceres, VA, passed away, January 16, 2022, 
after a brief illness, compounded with Alzheimer’s. She was preceded 
in death by her parents Andrew and Mary Umbarger Hubble, three 
brothers, and husband, Reverend “Jimmy” Britton. She is survived 
by her son Jim Britton (Rachelle) and their four girls, Chloe, Lindsay, 
Emily, and Bailey, daughter Laura Britton Mustard (Scott) and their 
two children Stephen, and Ashley. Also surviving are four great-
grandchildren and host of nieces and nephews. Anne loved her family 

time and any reason to host a “get together.”
After completing college at Emory & Henry, Anne pursued a ten-year position at the Bank 

of Bland. On May 25, 1968, she and Jimmy married, after meeting each other through Jimmy’s 
first appointment in Ceres, VA. Over the years Anne held the title of the unofficial church 
secretary, wedding director as needed, and a host of other needs related to the UMC. Anne’s love 
for wildlife, cooking, decorating, and sewing were a staple in the household and will always be 
lovingly remembered. 

After retirement, Anne was a member of Bethany United Methodist Church in Ceres, 
continued her hobbies, and worked at her “second” family’s business, Big Walker Lookout, until 
June 2019. Anne was a member of the Ceres Alumni Association, serving as the first President 
and numerous years of volunteer service related to the Association and on-campus museum. 

Anne is buried at Bethany UMC Cemetery in Ceres, VA. 

Barbara Ann Parks Burcham
1945 – 2022
Barbara Ann Parks Burcham, age 76 of Woodlawn, VA, passed away 
Wednesday, February 2, 2022, at her home.

Barbara was born in Carroll County, VA, on September 21, 1945, 
to Jackson Floyd and Della Mae Carpenter Parks. In addition to 
her parents, she was preceded in death by her husband Rev. Robert 
Glenn Burcham, Sr., great-grandson Aven Robert McCann, siblings 
Edward Parks, Olen Parks, Dorthea Melton, Ethel Melton, and Billy 
Parks.

She is survived by her children and spouses Tena and Wayne Swinney of Woodlawn, VA, 
Robert Burcham, Jr. and Kristen Hicks of Manassas, VA, Lema Mae and Dan Gates of Cana, 
VA, grandchildren and spouse Nicole and Marc McCann, Crissa Swinney and fianceé Katiana 
Desgrottes, Amanda Burcham and fiancé Jake Hubert, Jake Burcham and Mason Glenn Gates, 
sisters Pauline Jackson, and Peggy Isom both of Woodlawn, VA, brothers and sisters-in-law 
Clyde and Darlene Parks, Truman and Dawn Parks, Roger and Frankie Parks, all of Galax, VA, 
several nieces and nephews.

The funeral service was held Sunday, February 6, 2022, in the Vaughan-Guynn Chapel with 
the Rev. Terri Gregory, the Rev. Richard Gregory, and the Rev. Ray Bolen officiating. Burial 
followed in the Bishops Chapel Cemetery.

She was a great mother, grandmother, and babysitter. She loved crafting, meeting people, and 
making her famous fudge that would put a smile on anyone’s face.
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Patsy Jackson Carbary
1941 – 2021
Patsy Carrol Jackson Carbary was born, April 21, 1941, in 
Washington County, VA, to Sanford Leroy “S.L.” and Margaret 
Lee (Neaves) Jackson. Patsy met Bob (Robert Lee Carbary) in high 
school, and on June 23, 1958, two weeks after Bob’s high school 
graduation, she married her high school sweetheart. They had two 
children, a son, Robert Lee (Robbie) Carbary II, and a daughter, 
Laura Paige Carbary.

In the early days of their marriage, Patsy often helped Bob work 
on old cars. Whatever Bob was doing, Patsy was right there with him. Patsy mostly worked 
from home, baby-sitting many neighborhood children, raising Robbie and Laura, and taking 
care of their home and family. She was also a seamstress and even hand-made Bob’s ordination 
robes when he was ordained in 2002. When Bob decided to enter the ministry in 1983, Patsy 
was right there by his side. His first appointment was a part-time one and there was quite a 
distance between the churches, but on every trip to and from, she was always sitting in the pews, 
somewhere to his left watching and supporting. Patsy’s caring and loving nature made her the 
epitome of a preacher’s wife. She was with Bob through every appointment until his retirement 
in 2005. Patsy loved and cared for everyone she met and in turn, everyone loved her.

Patsy and Bob were married for 60-1/2 years before he passed away in 2019. Both struggled 
with different forms of dementia in their later years, but their love and bond were so strong, that 
even on the worst days, they knew the sound of each other’s voice or the touch of the other’s 
hand.

Their love was a true testament and beautiful example of what God’s intention for what 
marriage should be.

Patsy passed away on December 26, 2021, at Valley Health and Rehab in Chilhowie, VA. 
Services were held on Thursday, December 29, 2021, at the Forest Hills Chapel of Farris Funeral 
Service in Abingdon, VA, with the Rev. Jack Stevens officiating. After almost three years apart, 
Bob and Patsy, these two sweethearts were reunited.

Margie Marie Shepherd Cowan
1923 – 2022
Margie Marie Shepherd Cowan, 98 of Knoxville, TN, passed away 
peacefully on February 15, 2022. Margie was born to John and 
Mollie Shepherd in Appalachia, VA, where she enjoyed a loving 
home and family. She graduated from Appalachia High School and 
married her high school sweetheart, Carl Cowan on August 27, 
1944. She was a faithful Methodist Minister’s wife for 32 years, 
supporting the ministry and raising a family in several churches in 
East Tennessee and Virginia. Margie loved to read, bake, sing in the 

church choir and spend time with her family and will be forever remembered for her beauty, 
loving kindness, and sweet spirit.

In addition to her parents, Margie was preceded in death by her beloved husband Carl, both 
brothers and all five of her sisters. She is survived and will be deeply missed by her son Richard 
and wife Susan, daughter, Susan Whitehead, grandchildren, Brian (Jessica) Witt, Terri (Nathan) 
Hodges, six great-grandchildren, several nieces and nephews, and other extended family and 
friends. A special thank you to Margie’s special friends Becky Frye, Carol Jamison, and Carol 
Carlin who were faithful visitors providing her with loving companionship.

A Funeral Service was held Tuesday, February 22, 2022, at Cokesbury United Methodist 
Church, with Rev. Rebekah Fetzer, and Rev. Charles Maynard officiating, followed by a 
Committal Service at East Tennessee State Veteran’s Cemetery, Knoxville, TN.
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Iris Fay Ingram Goodman
1931 – 2021
Iris Fay Ingram Goodman, age 90, of Lenoir City, TN, passed away 
peacefully, Friday, November 19, 2021, surrounded by her family. 
Iris retired from Knox County Schools after 30 years of service. She 
later worked at the Lenoir City Public Library for several years as a 
librarian.

Iris is preceded in death by her husband of 35 years, The Reverend 
George H. Goodman, parents, James (Jack) Ingram and Doris Martin 
Ingram, and sister and brother-in-law, Mary Ann, and Bill Halsey.

She is survived by her children and spouses, David and Cielle Goodman of Port Orange, FL, 
Mary and Gary Alcorn of Knoxville, Richard and Becky Goodman of Knoxville, Carol and Stan 
Anthony of Lenoir City, grandchildren, Celina Schilling and husband Tom of Little Rock, AR, 
Stefani Goodman of Lake Lure, NC, Jenifer Martinez and husband Joseph of Sweetwater, Chase 
Alcorn of Knoxville, Lindsay Tullock and husband Will of Knoxville, Christopher Goodman 
and wife Andrea of Knoxville; Will Anthony of Lenoir City, ten great-grandchildren, brother and 
sister-in-law, Jim and Jeanne Ingram of Low Gap, NC, and several nieces and nephews.

A Celebration of Life was held Saturday, November 27, 2021, at the Click Funeral Home 
Farragut Chapel with Father Pat Kibby officiating. The Goodman family would like to thank the 
staff at the Lantern at Morning Pointe for their many years of loving care of their mother.

Alice Ann Hines Green
1927 – 2021
Alice Ann H. Green, died on Sunday, June 20, 2021, at the age of 93. Her last days were lived at 
The Lantern at Morning Pointe in Knoxville. She was a member of Alcoa First United Methodist 
Church. She was preceded in death by her husband of 53 years, Rev. Kenneth B. Green, mother, 
Margie Miller, father, Carl Hines, sister, Donna Nichols, and brother, Mickey Vann. 

She is survived by her sons, Daniel (Patricia), and Joel (Michelle), granddaughter, Erin Green 
(John Williams), grandson, Nic Green (mother, Marsha Spence, stepfather, Pete Garza), brother, 
Douglas (Buddy) Hines (Jackie), nephews, Edward Alexander (Judy), Jay Hines (Sharon), 
nieces, Kim Blizzard (Mike), Rosemary Quillen, and special cousins, Lonnita Biggs, Linda 
Anderson. The family wishes to thank the staffs of Morning Pointe Assisted Living, Amedisys 
Hospice, and Dr. David England for their loving care. 

The graveside service was private with Rev. Edward Alexander officiating and internment at 
Sherwood Memorial Gardens.

June Arlita Forehand Hammer
1934 – 2021
June Arlita Forehand Hammer, age 86, wife of the Rev. Neville 
Hammer, Jr. (Elder, deceased) passed away Sunday, August 22, 2021, 
at her home in Kingsport, TN, from complications of dementia. She 
was surrounded by her family at the time of her death. Arlita was 
born in Metter, GA, on November 16, 1934, to George and Mable 
(McCraney) Forehand. She was the eldest of three children, Gary 
Forehand, who preceded her in death, and Mary Dale Stowe. She 
graduated from Metter High School in 1951. After moving to Atlanta 

for employment, she met Neville while both were working at First Methodist Church in Atlanta, 
and he was attending Candler School of Theology. They were married in Atlanta on May 29, 
1954, and were married for 50 years before Neville’s passing in 2004. They had four children: 
Gene Hammer (wife, Valerie) of Gray, TN, the Rev. Al Hammer (Carol) of Ludlow, PA, Lisa 
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Vasilatos of Kingsport, TN, and Amy Reedy (Robert) of Kingsport, TN. While raising her four 
young children, she attended the University of Tennessee and received a Bachelor of Science in 
Education degree. Arlita then taught Home Economics at Karnes High School in Knoxville for 
over 30 years. Arlita was the consummate pastor’s wife, actively serving in ministry alongside 
her husband at the local, district, and conference levels. She was well known for her leadership 
and teaching skills, especially in United Methodist Women, including the dramatization of The 
Other Wise Man at Christmas time. She would also produce other plays and musicals in local 
churches where they served, which led to a love of theater, attending many productions at the 
Barter Theatre in Abingdon, VA, with her daughter and son-in-law. Together, Arlita and Neville 
led the Adventure Camps at Wesley Woods UMC Camp. She was a dedicated Boy Scout leader, 
as a den mother for both her boys. Arlita was a most nurturing woman, whether in raising her 
children and extended family and friends, or growing flowers, fruits, and vegetables, which she 
would freeze, can or preserve in some way, and then proceed to share them with others. She was 
also a crafter, creating beauty in everything she touched—quilts, outfits for the kids, or designing 
and making jewelry for friends and family. The favorite card game, Hand & Foot, was always 
played when the family got together, as well as other games and activities. Most important to 
Arlita was family, especially her six grandchildren—April Vasilatos, Keara Rubin, Jennifer (FJ) 
Tribuzio, Kristen Hammer, Jacob (Soojin Kim) Reedy, and Mark (Amelia) Reedy—and her 
thirteen great-grandchildren—Trevor Wingate, Emily Little, Cody Little, Adam Rubin, Ben 
Rubin, Alex Morrow, Bryan Morrow, Rhett Tribuzio, Baylor Tribuzio, Lena Kim, James Reedy, 
Hollis Reedy, and Luke Reedy. Equally as important to her was her little long-haired Chihuahua, 
Matty. Arlita’s Celebration of Life service was held on August 28, 2021, at the Click Funeral 
Home in Lenoir City, TN. The service was officiated by her grandson, the Rev. Jacob Reedy. She 
is interred at Lakeview Cemetery, also in Lenoir City, next to her beloved Neville.

Louise Lowry Lawrence
1936 – 2022
Louise Lowry Lawrence, 85, of Ethelsville, AL, passed away 
February 11, 2022, at Trinity Healthcare Center in Columbus, MS.

A graveside service was held Wednesday, February 16, 2022, at 
Tabernacle Cemetery, Ethelsville, AL, with Carol Lambert officiating 
with Lowndes Funeral Home Columbus, MS, directing.

Louise was born March 10, 1936, to the late Kathryn Runge and 
Horace Carlyle Lowry, in Washington, DC, and lived there until 
she was five years old. As a child she lived 18 months in Tennessee 

while her dad was working in Knoxville, then grew up in Forest, MS, with her mother, sisters, 
and maternal grandparents. Her dad died when she was 12 years old. Louise met David Allen 
Lawrence while she was attending college at Belhaven University, and he was at Millsaps 
College. She obtained her Master of Science and Social Work degree from Tulane University. 
For many years she and David lived in Tennessee. Louise worked as a social worker at Holston 
United Methodist Home for Children in Greeneville, TN, for 35 years while being a minister’s 
wife. Several times Louise flew to the Philippines to assist in completion of adoptions. She was a 
loving, gentle, kind, giving person. She was loyal to church and to her family.

Louise was preceded in death by her husband Rev. David A. Lawrence, son Joseph David 
Lawrence, sisters Dr. Lee Lowry Neilan, and Dr. Carla Lowry, sister-in-law Jeanne Atkins, and 
brother-in-law Billy Lawrence.

She is survived by her daughter Helen Louise (Larry) Freeman of TN, son Steven Allen 
(Judy) Lawrence of FL, two granddaughters Kara Louise Sheppard of Washington, and Megan 
Leigh Freeman of TN, two grandsons Nick Lawrence, and Jonathan Lawrence of TN, one great-
granddaughter Ava Sheppard of Washington, brothers-in-law George Neilan, Johnny Lawrence, 
and Danny Atkins, niece Joyce Neilan, and nephews Dr. Ed Neilan, and Dr. Bob Neilan.

Pallbearers were Tims Dowdle, Charles Speed, Steve Stokes, Larry Manzolillo, Scott 
Lawrence, and Caleb Youngblood. Honorary Pallbearers and special friends are Jim Godwin, 
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Alvin Trapp, Bobby Bain, Paul and Linda Atkins, Alan and Jan Youngblood, Matt Youngblood, 
Terry and June Patrick, Gail Betts, Tabernacle Homemakers Club, WMU ladies of First Baptist 
Church of Columbus, MS, members of Tabernacle United Methodist Church, and Andrews 
Chapel Church.

Brenda Sue Miller
1946 – 2022
Brenda Sue Miller, age 75, of John France Rd, Jonesborough, TN, 
went home to be with the Lord on February 4, 2022. She was a 
native of Clarksville, TN, and was the daughter of the late Gene 
Davenport and Nellie Underwood Davenport and was predeceased 
by her beloved husband of 34+ years, Reverend Dr. Joseph 
Taylor Miller. She was also predeceased by her brothers, Charles 
Raymond Binkley, Daniel Frank Coleman, and her sisters, Patricia 
Davenport Smith, and Penelope Binkley Brake. She was a member 

of Wesley Memorial United Methodist Church and loved spending time with her children and 
grandchildren. 

Some of Sue’s jobs included working at the Social Security Administration in Clarksville, TN, 
the commanding General’s Office at Fort Campbell, KY, and upon moving to Johnson City, she 
worked as a medical transcriptionist. However, her most enjoyable and beloved role was being 
a wife and mother and she loved serving as the minister’s wife in the churches her husband 
pastored. 

Sue had many talents and hobbies, but what she enjoyed most was making her four 
grandchildren laugh on the many weekends that they spent together. She was extremely proud of 
the young adults that they have grown into. 

Survivors include her children, Bill Winters (Wendy), of Elizabethton, TN, Kim Ferrell 
(David), of Johnson City, TN, and Jason Miller (Terah), of Jonesborough, TN, four 
grandchildren, Dustin Winters, Jacob Winters, Taylor Ferrell, Nicholas Ferrell, great-grandchild, 
Tymber Grayer, siblings, Barbara Binkley Taylor, Patricia Binkley Schillag, James Binkley, 
Gayle Bechtold, and many nieces and nephews. Sue leaves special friends, Marcia Wilkerson 
Schneier, Ginny Wilkerson Schneier, and Kathy Wilkerson Carpenter. 

Special thanks to Dr. Brian Way and his staff, and to the third floor ICU staff at Franklin 
Woods for their care. 

A celebration of life was held Sunday, February 27, 2022, at Wesley Memorial United 
Methodist Church with Rev. Ken Lytton officiating. 

T. Jean Slagle Mills
1928 – 2022
T. Jean Slagle Mills passed away on Saturday, January 15, 2022, in 
Bristol, TN, at the age of 93. She was born on August 23, 1928, to 
the late Huey Vaughn and Doris Vaughn Wade. In addition to her 
parents, she was preceded in death by her husbands, Jack Hunt, Rev. 
William Slagle, and Ralph Mills, daughter Carolyn Kegley, and son 
Norman Hunt, sisters Betty Ruth Tucker, and Billie White. 

She enjoyed being a volunteer at BRMC for 20 years. She will 
be remembered as a smiling face greeting visitors from the front 

desk or working in the gift shop. Jean was an active member of Euclid Avenue Baptist Church, 
Bristol, VA. She spent most of her adult life as a minister’s wife in the Holston Conference of 
The United Methodist Church and was very active in her role. Jean was a loving wife, mother, 
and grandmother. 
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Survivors include her daughter, Peggy Baldwin and her husband Homer, granddaughters, 
Christina Walden and her husband John, and Kimberly Boy-Carrier, grandsons, Eric Cuddy and 
his wife Lindsey, and Herbie Wayne Boy, sister, Jeanetta Cockrell and her husband Howard of 
Ocala, FL, several great-grandchildren, great great-grandchildren, nieces, special friend Vickie 
Winchell, and her beloved fur babies Tora and Malea. 

A celebration of life was held Tuesday, January 18, 2022, in the Oakley-Cook Funeral Home 
Chapel with Dr. Allen Roberts of Euclid Avenue Baptist Church officiating. Music was provided 
by Charlie Lawson and Becky Blevins. The committal service and burial were Wednesday, 
January 19, 2022, at Glenwood Cemetery. Family and friends served as pallbearers.

Louise Mariah Phillips
1927 – 2021
Louise M. Phillips, age 94, of Maryville, passed away Friday, 
December 17, 2021, at Fairpark Healthcare Center. She was a 
member of Bethel United Methodist Church, Maryville, TN. Louise 
was an avid quilter, and a very talented gardener, and she loved all of 
her family. Louise is preceded in death by husbands, Arnold Tilley, 
Harley Lyons, and Rev. Morgan Phillips, son Victor Tilley, stepson 
Morgan Phillips, four brothers and three sisters, and stepson-in-law 
Dale Roberto. 

Survivors include son Dennis Tilley, stepchildren, Sarah Roberto, Mark Phillips (Laurie), Bill 
Lyons, and Harleen Hoole, granddaughter Cindy Garner, great-grandsons, Ryan Garner and 
Eli Garner, and many nieces and nephews. A Graveside Service and Entombment was held at 
Grandview Mausoleum Chapel on Wednesday, December 22, 2021, officiated by Rev. Tom 
Robbins.

Betty Jane Sage Phipps
1936 – 2022

Betty Jane Sage Phipps, 86, of Tazewell, VA, died Sunday, 
February 13, 2022, at Clinch Valley Medical Center in Richlands, 
VA. She was born January 20, 1936, to the late Lillie Mae Sage and 
Dwight Burress of Fries, VA. On March 12, 1954, she married the 
Reverend Silas S. Phipps and they shared twenty-seven years of 
marriage. He preceded her in death on March 8, 1981. She worked 
for Dr. Eduardo Plagata and Pyott-Boone Electronics until her 
retirement. Betty enjoyed cooking and sewing. Mostly, she enjoyed 

spending time with her grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and family. In addition to her parents, 
and husband, she was preceded in death by one daughter, Wilma Millirons, and daughter-in-law, 
Donnie “Huch” Phipps.

Betty is survived by two daughters, Irene Mullins and husband, Dr. Terry Mullins of Tazewell, 
VA, Wanda Gray and husband, Denver Gray of Seymour, IN, one son, Thomas R. Phipps, five 
grandchildren, Dr. Terene Mullins Stiltner, Connie Millirons Byrd, Janet Millirons, Denny Gray, 
and Kenneth Gray, twelve great-grandchildren, and two great-great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were conducted Tuesday February 15, 2022, at Peery & St. Clair Funeral 
Home in Tazewell, VA, with the Reverend Zach Hash officiating. Committal services and 
interment were conducted Wednesday, February 16, 2022, at Grandview Memory Gardens in 
Bluefield, VA.

Special thank you to Clinch Valley Hospital 4th and 5th Floor Nursing Staff, Mrs. Beth 
Stiltner, the Staff of Appalachian Agency Senior Citizens PACE Program, Cathy Shrewsberry, 
and the Commonwealth Assisted Living Staff.
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Tuesday, June 7, 2022 ● 8:30 a.m. 
Stuart Auditorium

Morning Worship and Holy CommunionMorning Worship and Holy Communion
Praise & Worship The Reverend Willie Kitchens and Praise Team
Scripture Luke 11:1-13 and John 14:11-13 
Teaching Moment   The Reverend Dr. Tom Albin

The Great Thanksgiving  The Reverend L. Knox Wimberly & 
     The Reverend Paige P. Wimberly
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 
     always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
God, creator of heaven and earth.
In the beginning your Spirit moved over the face of the waters.
You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life.
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast.
Your Spirit came upon prophets and teachers, 
     anointing them to speak your Word.
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 
     we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
     heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.
At his baptism in the Jordan your Spirit descended upon him
     and declared him your beloved Son.
With your Spirit upon him he turned away the temptations of sin.
Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor,
     to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind,
     to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
     and to announce that the time had come
     when you would save your people.
He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners.
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection,
     you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death,
     and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.
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When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always,
     baptizing us with the Holy Spirit and with fire, as on the Day of Pentecost.
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread,
     gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:
“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”
When the supper was over he took the cup,
     gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:
“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
     poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
On the day you raised him from the dead
     he was recognized by his disciples in the breaking of the bread,
     and in the power of your Holy Spirit your Church has continued
     in the breaking of the bread and the sharing of the cup.
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
     we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving
     as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,
     and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,
     that we may be for the world the body of Christ,
     redeemed by his blood and empowered by the gifts of the Spirit.
By your Spirit make us one with Christ,
     one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world,
     showing forth the fruit of the Spirit until Christ comes in final victory,
     and we feast at his heavenly banquet.
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,
     all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever.
Amen.
*Benediction   Reverend Wimberly
*Postlude     Mr. Underwood
*Please stand as you are able. 

Worship Participants:
Teaching Moment ~ Rev. Dr. Tom Albin

Worship Leaders ~ Rev. L. Knox Wimberly, Auburn UMC, New River District 
Rev. Paige P. Wimberly, Newburn/Mountain View UMC, New River District 

Music ~ Rev. Willie Kitchens and Praise Team, 
Bethlehem-Wiley & Christ UMC, Scenic South District

Pianist ~ Sandra Rouse, Fairview UMC, Smoky Mountain District
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Retirement Recognition Participants:
Debra Wallace-Padgett, Resident Bishop, 

Holston and Birmingham Episcopal Areas, The United Methodist Church
Rev. Mickey W. Rainwater, Chair, Board of Ordained Ministry,  

Smoky Mountain District
 Rev. Terry D. Goodman, Director, Clergy Services and  

Conference Secretary, Smoky Mountain District
Music Leader ~ Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Smoky Mountain District

Organist ~ Mr. Bryan K. Underwood, State Street UMC, Clinch Mountain District
Pianist ~ Sandra Rouse, Fairview UMC, Smoky Mountain District

Passing the Mantle ~  Rev. James R. “Rusty” Taylor, Director, 
 Congregational Development, Smoky Mountain District 

and Rev. Timothy D. Hale, Floyd UMC, New River District

Tuesday, June 7, 2022 ● 11:00 a.m. 
Stuart Auditorium

Retirement RecognitionRetirement Recognition
 “Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm.  

Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, 
because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.”  

1 Corinthians 15:58
Prelude     Mr. Bryan K. Underwood
Prayer     The Reverend Mickey W. Rainwater
*Hymn Praise #57 “O For A Thousand Tongues to Sing” azmon 
     Verses 1-5 & 7 
Recognition of the Retirees  Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett 
     Reverend Rainwater

As the name of each person retiring is read and he or she comes forward to be greeted by 
the Bishop, we ask those who are from a church this person has served or who have been 
in ministry with this person to stand where you are and offer a prayer of thanksgiving for 
his or her years of service to The United Methodist Church and Holston Conference.

Reading of the Names   The Reverend Terry D. Goodman
Glimpses of Ministry from the Retiring Class 
 A video capturing thoughts from some of our retiring clergy
*Hymn of Faith #156  “I Love to Tell the Story” hankey
Passing of the Mantle    The Reverend James R. “Rusty” Taylor 
     and The Reverend Timothy D. Hale
*Hymn of Commitment #364  “Because He Lives”   resurrection
*Benediction   Bishop Wallace-Padgett
*Postlude    Mr. Underwood
*Please stand as you are able.
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2020 Retirees
Name Years of Service

Mark A. Barber  ...............................................................................  23.00
Bert E. Beria  .................................................................................... 18.00
Priscilla R. Bryan  ............................................................................ 13.25
Robert Burlingham  ......................................................................... 23.00
Janice A. Cate  ................................................................................. 30.00
Carl E. Collier .................................................................................. 28.00
Thomas A. Conley  .......................................................................... 41.00
Fred E. Dimond  .............................................................................. 30.00
Dan Dotterweich  .............................................................................    9.00
Perry W. Duncan  ............................................................................ 36.50
Ronnie G. Duncan  .......................................................................... 12.75
Sherri Fox Franklin  ......................................................................... 11.00
Prentis Max Frye  ............................................................................. 10.00
Betty M. Furches ............................................................................. 21.00
Carolyn Gass  ................................................................................... 10.00
RuthAnne G. Henley  ...................................................................... 18.00
Carlos Hess  ...................................................................................... 12.50
Ralph M. Kidd, Jr.  ........................................................................... 46.00
Betty S. Marshall  ............................................................................. 19.00
Carole R. Martin  ............................................................................. 17.00
Randall B. Martin  ............................................................................ 49.00
Linda Isadore McDaniel  .................................................................    8.00
Elston D. McLain  ............................................................................ 26.00
William B. Norris III  ....................................................................... 11.00
Faith Ramer  ..................................................................................... 11.00
Thomas M. Reed  ............................................................................. 43.00
William Shelton  ............................................................................... 15.00
Dale S. Wyrick  ................................................................................ 42.75
Judy Yonce  ......................................................................................    9.50
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2021 Retirees
Name Years of Service

Thomas T. Ballard  .......................................................................... 35.00
R. Steven Brown  ............................................................................. 46.00
Diane Cornett  .................................................................................. 15.00
Larry Dial  ........................................................................................ 30.00
Charles C. Harrison  ........................................................................ 42.00
Timothy S. Harrison  ....................................................................... 30.00
Lloyd J. Jones .................................................................................. 25.00
Elizabeth S. King  ............................................................................ 13.00
Glenna B. Manning  ........................................................................ 12.75
Raymond Gordon McBride  ........................................................... 31.00
Arnold Stephen McCready  ............................................................ 35.00
Leon B. O’Quinn  ............................................................................ 16.25
Walter Buddy Pierce  ......................................................................    3.00
Allen D. Shupe  ................................................................................ 38.00
Rosa Slavik  .....................................................................................    8.75
Robert L. Smith  .............................................................................. 36.00
Donald Lee Thomas, Jr.  ................................................................. 14.00
Ginny Nell Tompkins  ..................................................................... 20.00
G. Curtis Trent  ................................................................................ 26.00
Frank J. Trexler  ............................................................................... 19.00
Donna R Waddle  ............................................................................ 20.00
Carol Elaine Wilson  ....................................................................... 30.00
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2022 Retirees
Name Years of Service

Raymond W. Amos, Sr.  ................................................................  45.00
Linda Coffey ...................................................................................  22.00
Rhonda S. Cooper  ..........................................................................  42.25
Chris Dover  ....................................................................................  34.50
Barbara A. Doyle  ...........................................................................  18.00
David A. Gibson  ............................................................................  20.00
Gerald Scott Henry .........................................................................  41.00
Wayne D. Hickman  .......................................................................     9.00
Amy Horak .....................................................................................  19.00
Vincent K. Krauss ..........................................................................  19.00
Richard G Lindamood  ...................................................................  26.00
Larry D. Lusk  .................................................................................  20.00
Rochelle O. Maxwell .....................................................................  22.00
Michelle McKinnon-Young ..........................................................  32.00
James W. Scott  ...............................................................................  11.00
Virginia K. Seay .............................................................................     8.00
Jonothan David Tabor ....................................................................  36.00
James Russell Taylor ......................................................................  49.00
Kenneth M. Taylor .........................................................................  14.00
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Raymond W. Amos, Sr.
Spouse: Pat 
Favorite Hymn: Lift High the Cross 
Favorite Scripture: Proverbs 3:5-6
I was called to preach at a young age. After high school I served 
in the Air Force for four years. A couple of years after that I joined 
The United Methodist Church, and the District Superintendent of 
the Tazewell District back then appointed me to Garden and Keen 
Mountain churches in Buchanan County, VA (1975). From that time 
until now Pat and I have been blessed to share in the lives of some 

wonderful congregations. We have never had a “bad appointment.” Each one has had its own 
challenges, and each one has left a beautiful rose in our heart.

We cannot believe how quickly time has passed. Along with retirement we are celebrating our 
fifty-first wedding anniversary. The Lord has been so good to us. It is with many mixed emotions 
that we attend Annual Conference this year. I have served in the itinerant ministry for forty-seven 
years, and now it is time to have our own home and be prepared for whatever the future holds 
for us.

I do not look at retirement as having finished the work God has called me to do, but as 
an opportunity to continue serving the Lord as he opens new doors for us. The evening that 
the Charge Conference of Shady Grove UMC affirmed my call to ministry, Pat and I stood 
outside the church holding hands while nervously awaiting the vote. That evening the District 
Superintendent led us in the hymn, “I’ll go where you want me to go, dear Lord … I’ll be what 
you want me to be.” We may be retiring, but we are still holding hands and still singing the song.

This is not a decision that has been easy to make. Our life is about to change in ways unknown 
to us, but the Lord, who has brought us this far, will lead the rest of the way. I cannot thank 
The United Methodist Church enough, especially the Holston Conference, for giving us an 
opportunity to do the work that we were called to do.

Favorite Hymns change daily: Today it is Lift High the Cross, and the verse that I have 
leaned on is Proverbs 3:5-6, “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”

I am most grateful for a loving and supportive family without whom I could not have made it 
through these years. There were so many times that their love kept me going when I wasn’t sure 
I could. Grace and Peace

Thomas T. Ballard, Jr.
Spouse: Jonna 
Favorite Hymn: A Mighty Fortress is Our God (all stanzas!) 
Favorite Scripture: Psalm 139:1-18
For everything there is a season. Little did I know that the poet of 
Ecclesiastes was United Methodist and therefore familiar with words 
like itinerancy and liminal and adaptive.

For all of the trauma and excitement that came with uprooting 
family, even mid-year, and replanting in new territory, we were 
together and have grown in ways that cannot be adequately measured 

or articulated. Suffice it to say, I could not have done vocational ministry without my wife, 
Jonna, and our children, William and Emily.

For all of the appointments, I am so honored to have carried the torch for a little while, having 
received it from a long line of torchbearers. I pray that I have been faithful on my watch and 
have passed the flame forward well to the next leaders of Christ’s Church. Maybe someone’s 
path is a bit brighter.

For the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob … the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ … 
the God of the Wesley’s, Otterbein, and Albright … the God of pastors, preachers, and Sunday 



65

School teachers … for the God of those giants upon whose shoulders I continue to ride, You, 
Lord, are the same yesterday, today, and forever.

For equipping me for each season … for all times and matters under heaven … I give You 
glory, O God. Your calling continues in this current season. Your calling is a verb rather than a 
noun. Your calling leads home. Thanks be to God!

Bert E. Beria
Spouse: Leslye 
Favorite Hymn: It is Well With My Soul 
Favorite Scripture: Philippians 4:13
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. NKJV
Thank you to all the churches I was blessed to pastor, for their 
patience and love that I was shown. Thank you to Holston for giving 
me this opportunity, and most of all I thank God for allowing me to 
serve Him all these years.

R. Steven Brown 
Spouse: Jackie 
Favorite Hymn: How Great Thou Art 
Favorite Scripture: John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that 
he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life.”
“God is good” has been my motto over the past 48 years of ministry 
(46 full-time). My calling actually began when I was six years old as 
I told my grandmother that I was going to be a preacher. This calling 
actually came to fruition as I was a part-time supply pastor in 1973, 

and then I received my first full-time appointment in 1975 where I served Mt. Pleasant/Mosheim 
Central in Greeneville, TN.

That was the start of my journey. My wife, Jackie and I have served 11 different appointments 
in 18 churches. We have served a church with a membership of three to churches with 
a membership of around 500, churches as far north as Boissevain, VA, to as far south as 
Whitwell, TN. All along the way we have made friendships that have endured. For each of these 
appointments, I felt that God sent me there for a particular purpose, and God prepared the way 
for me even before I got there. Each of these churches has been a blessing to us, and I pray that 
we were a blessing to the people. I am thankful for their positive influence on my children, Amy 
and Brad, and that they are staying true to their faith in Jesus Christ. While I was preparing to 
leave Trinity UMC in Athens, TN, one man thanked me for being their pastor. He said that they 
had had preachers and ministers, but I had been their pastor. To be a pastor has always been my 
heart’s desire. 

The life of ministry has not been without its trials, but the blessings far outweighed any trials, 
and we could always say “God is good.” Now I will begin a new phase of ministry in retired 
status, serving as the pastor of East Pine Grove Park.
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Priscilla R. Bryan
Favorite Hymn:  And This Is Love (Shalom at Hiwassee College) 
 10,000 Reasons 
Favorite Scripture: Matthew 22:37-39
Loving God and loving people, this is my life! Serving God and 
serving people, this is my call!

After serving in youth and children’s ministry during and 
following college, I finally answered God’s call to ordained ministry. 
Following graduation from Candler, I began my call to pastor 
churches. It is a great privilege to serve with the saints and sinners in 

local churches, but I had to regrettably admit that being a Type 1 diabetic since the age of four 
took its toll on me and explored other avenues of ministry. 

I discovered that God could continue to use me as I again served in youth ministry, including 
helping to establish an after-school ministry for middle school students at Fountain City 
UMC. As a people person, having the privilege to work as a Host at Dollywood helped me 
discover ways to minister with and to people from all over the world. Also, serving as Minister 
of Visitation at Fairview UMC in Maryville while serving as a Chaplain at Shannondale of 
Maryville expanded my horizons with the senior and shut-in community. For a year, I had the 
privilege of teaching New Testament and coaching volleyball and softball at Hiwassee College 
while Dr. Jerry Russell served as Interim President

Serving God and serving people is what Holston has allowed me to do, and I am very grateful 
for each person and each opportunity! 

A reminder to each of us: Love one another as I have loved you.

Rhonda S. Cooper
Spouse: John Wolford 
Favorite hymn: Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
Favorite Scripture: Psalm 34.8a  
“O taste and see that the Lord is good!” 
As a UMC teenager I received a call to ministry; and with gratitude 
to my Sunday School teachers, pastors, Bible study leaders, spiritual 
mentors, and others, I persevered to fulfil my vocation. With much 
appreciation to the churches I served – Oliver Springs and Dutch 
Valley (1980-1985), Kendricks Creek (1985-1987) and State Street 

in Bristol (1987-1995) – I learned how to provide ministry, with their love and support. Despite 
learning the hard way at times, the parishioners were faithful to me, and I tried my best to be 
faithful to them. The saints of those churches, many of whom have died, live in my heart to this 
day.

My ministerial colleagues, particularly Reverend Randy Pasqua, and Reverends Brenda and 
Larry Carroll, were unflagging in their encouragement throughout my Holston years and remain 
trusted friends. I miss the days when often we interacted in person – at annual conference, church 
programs and in our backyards – yet we have stayed close through the years.

At the advice of a clergywoman, in 1998 I enrolled in Clinical Pastoral Education as a fulltime 
resident and discovered to my delight that I thrived in the healthcare setting. During those two 
years, my pastoral skills were honed and sharpened; my CPE supervisors became mentors, 
to whom I owe a great debt; and in 2000 I continued in ministry as a professional healthcare 
chaplain, taking John Wesley’s hope with me: “God grant that I may never live to be useless!”

My 24 years as a hospital chaplain, the last 17+ years as the Kimmel Cancer Center Chaplain 
at The Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, MD, have been among the most fulfilling, 
rewarding, happy and challenging times of my life. I have learned that in hospital ministry one 
can never function alone – teamwork and collegial trust are essential. I have used my pastoral 
skills to provide effective pastoral care, write and publish in professional medical journals, teach 
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other healthcare professionals, mentor new chaplains, and preach and lead worship as invited. 
My husband, John Wolford, has been a faithful companion and supporter, and to him I owe a 
debt of gratitude for his encouragement and loyalty.  

Even though I have retired from the UMC, I remain in fulltime chaplaincy at Johns Hopkins 
Hospital in Baltimore. I continue to enjoy the wide diversity of people which this setting affords, 
among co-workers, patients, and their families. People respond to my ministry, and I have a true 
sense of “belonging” not only to God, but also my hospital parish. I am grateful for my call and 
my ordination as a UMC clergywoman. Each day is a privilege and opportunity to serve. 

Diana Cornett
Favorite Hymns: Victory in Jesus, To God be the Glory 
 When We All Get to Heaven 
Favorite Scripture: Philippians 4:13
I worked for 27 years for the Department of Children Services and 
Department of Human Services before entering ministry in 2006. 
I served the New Market Circuit for 10 years. During my ministry 
there I experienced so much of God’s love thorough the people and 
the community. My favorite part of ministry was baptisms. Knowing 
that the person baptized was starting their spiritual journey and I got 

to help them get started was such a joy. I was there long enough to see some of the children who 
I baptized or confirmed become young adults who are still seeking God’s will for them.

I also was privileged to minister to several elderly people who had served God their entire 
lives. I learned so much from them and their love for God and for the local church. It was 
amazing to talk to someone who was over 100 years old who had served the Lord for many 
years. Their wisdom was so valuable! I will always cherish the time I spent with each of them.

I have always relied on Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens 
me.” I love all the old hymns; it is hard to name one favorite! But Victory in Jesus, To God be the 
Glory, and When We All Get to Heaven would be at the top of my list.

Fred E. Dimond 
Spouse: Nelle 
Favorite Hymn: How Great Thou Art 
Favorite Scripture: Romans 8:14-15, 28
I am a second career Pastor, with twenty-nine (29) years in The 
United Methodist Church.

My first appointment was to Mount Zion Union UMC in Church 
Hill. It was a small membership church, growing from 12 to an 
average attendance of 30 people. I encouraged the church to become 
active in the local community through local missions, and by 

participating in the Lord’s Acre Sale. During my time there, the Church building was modernized 
including installing a heat pump, a new roof, and adding a pavilion.

Harmon’s Valley UMC/Pleasant Hill was my next appointment. I encouraged them to be 
active in the community and spread God’s love. We had several community tent revivals. Also 
introduced at this time was a “One-Day VBS” which was fun for adults and children alike.

Next came Klepper’s Chapel UMC/Persia UMC. Both of these churches were unique with 
different challenges and rewards. At Klepper’s Chapel, we razed and leveled the church building, 
had many revivals, and participated in the Lord’s Acre Sale. At Persia, they also participated in 
the Lord’s Acre Sale and had many revivals. As for the church building, we were able to add a 
heat pump and do major renovations of the sanctuary and Sunday School spaces.
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With my next charge, there was a twist; Persia UMC was combined with Otes UMC. At 
Persia, work continued with the church building while helping the members grow in Christ and 
spread the gospel. Otes had major renovations also. And then I had Otes by itself for a number of 
years. Property was acquired both by church purchase and by donation. Otes’s membership also 
grew. For several years, members participated in the Lord’s Acre sale also.

In the 1790s Bishop Frances Asbury preached on a little hill next to what is now called “Amis 
Mill Eatery” in Hawkins County, TN, which would be the same hill where Ebbing and Flowing 
Spring Church would be established and would become my next appointment. The attendance 
that first Sunday that I was there was only six, but grew to an average of 20 within that first year. 
Indoor plumbing was installed as major repairs were made to the historic and loved building. 
Many singings and revivals were held. Members recognized the historical value and worked 
hard to maintain the structure and properties.

My last charge was a dual point which included Ebbing and Flowing Spring UMC/Kincaid 
UMC. The work continues at Ebbing and Flowing Spring. We all strive to adapt to the changing 
times around us. Drive-in Church was done during the pandemic to give members fellowship 
during the chaos.

My greatest joy during this time of service of 29 years has been simply being able to share 
God’s word, see people accept Christ Jesus, and to follow Him. I will always look back at my 
time with these small membership churches with joy and much, much reward. There’s no greater 
joy than to see someone come to Christ.

Dan Dotterweich
Spouse: Ann 
Favorite Hymn: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
Favorite Scripture: Philippians 1:21 
“For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.”
It is with great fondness that Ann and I remember the time we spent 
at Pleasant Hill, Dante, and Fairview (Knoxville) churches. We met 
many wonderful people and we are so thankful for the time we were 
able to spend there.

After seven years in the pastoral ministry, I was receiving a 
number of calls to assist other pastors (and enjoyed helping them) with the use of a computer 
to enhance their ministry. At that time, I felt the Holy Spirit leading me out of the traditional 
pastorate in order to help pastors and others with their computer needs. Over the course of more 
than 40 years, I worked on the conference and jurisdictional levels to tabulate votes for General 
and Jurisdictional delegates and for the election of Bishops through programs that I wrote. 
During one year, I had the privilege to support more than 30 Annual Conference elections.

I also provided assistance with computer work for the Holston Conference. I worked for 
several years as the assistant editor of the Kentucky Conference Journal. I also enjoyed assisting 
the World Methodist Council to tabulate a survey that was taken in multiple countries.

For 9½ years, I served Asbury College (now Asbury University) to build their computer 
network, manage their email and manage their Internet access. Then for 13½ years, I did similar 
work for the city of Lexington, KY. This provided a wonderful opportunity to have an outreach 
opportunity to the world. So far, in retirement, I have continued to help conferences with their 
elections and helped our church install a new server.
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Barbara A. Doyle
Favorite Hymns: Pass Me Not O Gentle Savior and  
 It is Well with My Soul! 
Favorite Scriptures: Old Testament: Isaiah 40:31 “They that wait 
upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up 
with wings as eagles; they shall run and not be weary; and they 
shall walk and not faint.” 
Epistle: Philippian: 4:13- “I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.”  
Gospel: Matthew 25:31-45 “... When Lord did, we see you and did not 

help? When you did it to the least of these”
My journey into ordained ministry was long coming forth. I was called to preach at a later age 

than most. Plus, I had just divorced my husband and I was mad with God because He didn’t save 
the marriage. But right in the midst of being angry, God called me. I realized later God had done 
me a favor.

I still remember my first sermon about David and Goliath from Samuel: “Don’t throw stones, 
you might hit somebody.” 

I grew up in the Baptist church. There were very few, if any, female preachers in the Baptist 
church. So, when the call came to preach, I knew I had to find another more accepting place to 
worship in order to preach. So, I reached out to Rev. Carol Dunsmore who was a pastor at a little 
church in Radford and she was director of Wesley Foundation. She introduced me to Methodism. 
Carol was a great mentor. Carol died two days before I preached my first sermon at New Mt. 
Olive UMC.

When I became Methodist and started preaching the rewards were endless. I met some 
preaching women and men who soon became my inspiration. People like Chuck Starks (who 
gave me my first appointment), Ann Blair (who was my first DS), JN Howard (who helped 
me with my candidacy), Meg Taylor (who was a constant inspiration to me while I was in 
seminary), Bishop Swanson (who despite my objections sent me away from the familiar to parts 
unknown. Best thing ever!), Sandra Johnson (DS), and now Jane Taylor (DS). Great people! 
And my close colleagues who are dear friends: Rev. Annette Warren, Rev. Sharon Bowers, Rev. 
Walter Cross, and Rev. Angela Hardy-Cross. Thank you.

This has been such a rewarding journey in ministry. I look forward to the second half of the 
journey being equally as rewarding. Thank God for grace and His mercy which has kept me!

Perry W. Duncan
Spouse: Teresa 
Favorite Hymn: An Evening Prayer 
Favorite Scripture: Jeremiah 31:3 NKJV
The Lord has appeared of old to me, saying: “Yes, I have loved you 
with an everlasting love; Therefore with lovingkindness I have drawn 
you.”

At the age of four, I went to church for the first time for my 
brother’s wedding. As I contemplated my first church experience 
and conversation with the pastor, I felt like I was “home” and began 

discerning God’s calling in my life. As I resisted saying “Here I am” to God’s “Whom shall I 
send?” the church, the people and the clergy embraced me with God’s love, affirmation, and 
sense of being part of the family of God. True to form, there were more of those moments when 
the saints showed up and offered encouragement and acceptance rather than the sinners who 
discouraged or rejected. Personally, I still feel the hands on me at my baptism and ordination. 
I appreciate the expressions of love, mercy, grace, support, and affirmation shared by the laity, 
pastors, district superintendents and conference leadership, colleagues and peers, friends, and 
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family. Many of these are still with me; many have received their heavenly reward and taken their 
place in the cloud of witnesses.

As I reflect upon the forty-four years since I finally said, “Yes” as a seventeen-year-old to God’s 
call to full-time ministry, I want to thank my pastors and their spouses at Jones Chapel UMC, who 
modeled and helped me discern God’s calling: Riley Huffstetler, Paul Moore, David Williams, 
David Keebler, Carl Oaks, Charlie Harrison, Lonnie Eldridge, John Roberson, and J. Christian 
Wilson (TWC). I thank Wilmer Robbins for his persistence to have me take my first pastoral 
appointment, sneaky as it was! I thank and apologize to the congregations I have served Pleasant 
Hill (CL/HI), Westside Parish: East View-Savannah-Mt. Zion (CL/HI), Oliver Springs-Dutch 
Valley (OR/TV), Jacksboro-Caryville (OR/TV), Peck’s Memorial (M/SS), Valley View/Heiskell 
(OR/TV), Bethel Amherst (TV), St. Luke’s (TV), Jacksboro-Caryville (OR/TV), Cawood (TV).

God has blessed me with my tremendous helpmate and love of my life, my beautiful wife 
Teresa as she stood by my side and on many occasions stepped up to the plate when I couldn’t and 
hit the ball out of the park! Thank you, Teresa. God surprised and blessed us with our daughter, 
Meredith, and her husband, Daniel Shelley, who have blessed us with our first grandchild, Ellie-
Paige, sons Micah and his wife, Allison, who blessed us with our second grandchild, Emmalynn, 
and his twin brother, Mackenzie who continues to bless us as he awaits God’s future blessings. 
Our children, son and daughter-in-love, and our granddaughters have thrived as PKs, PKs-in-love, 
and GPKs we pray that they will be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ as well. As I chose to retire 
before my 70th birthday, I could not resist the opportunity to join my wife Teresa in her retirement 
and babysit our two-year-old granddaughters and await the arrival of our third grandchild (at this 
writing) and enjoying the blessings of God on our continued journey.
An Evening Prayer

1 If I have wounded any soul today, If I have caused one foot to go astray,
If I have walked in my own willful way, Dear Lord, forgive!
2 If I have uttered idle words or vain, If I have turned aside from want or pain,
Lest I offend some other through the strain, Dear Lord, forgive!
3 If I have been perverse, or hard, or cold, If I have longed for shelter in the fold,
When thou hast given me some fort to hold, Dear Lord, forgive!
4 Forgive the sins I have confessed to thee; Forgive the secret sins I do not see;
O guide me, love me, and my keeper be. Amen.

Ronnie G. Duncan
Spouse: Dawn 
Favorite Hymn: Jesus Led Me All The Way 
Favorite Scripture: Psalm 19:14
I have endeavored to serve Christ since the day I accepted Him as 
my Lord and Savior in February 1978. My dear wife and I started 
an outreach ministry for disadvantaged children and their parents at 
State Street United Methodist Church in Bristol, VA. It was called 
“The Fish Club.” The program grew over time until we were running 
a bus (that was donated through a United Methodist Children’s 

Grant), and two church vans. We saw multiple lives changed. Many thanks for the support 
from the Conference! On occasion, I was asked to speak to the morning Contemporary Service. 
During this time, I felt God’s call to ministry.

I talked to my Pastor, Rev. Reed Shell, a Godly man I deeply love, and he encouraged me to 
pursue ministry. I accepted God’s call and attended Local Pastor School at Buffalo Mountain and 
in early June of that same year, I was placed in my first appointment. I attended Duke for my 
COS and finished in 2014.

It has been my privilege to pastor Eggleston Circuit, South Coeburn Circuit, Mountain City 
Circuit, and finally McCready and Quarry United Methodist Churches in Saltville, VA, before I 
was forced, because of my health, to go on long-term disability. I wouldn’t trade my experiences 
for anything. “God is good.” Along the way, I’ve met some of the nicest, sweetest people in the 
world. I can truly say, “Jesus Led Me All The Way.” Thanks, Holston!
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Sherri Fox Franklin
Spouse: Johnny 
Favorite Hymn: Love Lifted Me 
 Because He Lives 
Favorite Scripture: John 3:16 and Psalm 23
I have been in the Methodist Church all my life. I was baptized 
and went through confirmation class, attended UMYF and sang 
in the youth choir at Chestnut Hill UMC. As an adult, attending 
Shady Grove UMC, I served on just about every committee or team 
available. I worked with VBS, was a member of the UMW and 

even though I did not want to speak, I became a lay speaker. I served as the Morristown District 
Lay Leader, on the UMW District Nominations Team, and on the Episcopacy Committee. 
In 2008, I became a Stephen Minister. I explain all of that because I feel like I have been in 
ministry most of my life. In 2007, I became the Administrative Assistant at Seymour UMC 
where I realized that God was calling me to something different than I had ever done before. 
In June 2009, I accepted God’s call to become a pastor. I was given the opportunity in August 
2009 to serve as a quarter-time supply pastor at McCampbell UMC. In 2013, another church, 
Hills Union UMC, was added to my charge. I have been extremely blessed to serve these two 
congregations until this year. I am retiring with more love in my heart than I could have ever 
possibly imagined. I could not have asked for better people to serve. They have been so good 
to me. While at McCampbell, God has provided a newly updated sign at the road, a handicap 
accessible bathroom next to the sanctuary and a new fellowship hall among other things. At 
Hills Union, new ministries have been started such as a hub handbell choir and a live village 
nativity where seventeen churches of all denominations come together to tell the Christmas story. 
We have laughed together, cried together, worshiped, had weddings, funerals, baptisms, movie 
nights, gospel singing, all saints’ services, Ash Wednesday services, sunrise services, valentine’s 
banquets and much more. I have made so many new friends at course of study and small clergy 
groups. I appreciated each of my mentors and all those who have helped me along the way.

I have so many favorite hymns that I do not know how to narrow it to just one. I guess it 
would be a toss-up between Love Lifted Me and Because He Lives. I also do not know how to 
narrow down my favorite passage of scripture. It has depended on where I am in my life as to 
what scripture I needed the most. The first passages I memorized were John 3:16 and Psalm 23. I 
try to pray without ceasing, and I love the Lord with all my heart, soul, mind and strength. I also 
love Jesus’ promise that if He goes to prepare a place for us, He will come again and take us to 
where He is when it’s our time to go.

Prentis “Max” Frye
Spouse: Mary 
Favorite Hymn: Others 
Favorite Scripture: Romans 5:8-11
As I reflect on my ministry, I think about service for my God. We 
must help the people of faith and the lost into a relationship with 
Jesus. This will transform them into the light of salvation, and 
encourage growth and the understanding of grace, mercy, and love 
for all of God’s creation. In my life as a fifth-generation Methodist, I 
have raised the sixth and now the seventh, all in the Methodist faith 

with a theme of service to others. It is hard to see the loss of Wesley direction and discipline 
in such disarray that God’s intent and John Wesley’s teaching are going by the wayside. God’s 
intent, male and female, is moving to alternative lifestyles being accepted, which is contrary 
to the Word of God and letting it take center stage. However, I stand on God’s intent, tradition, 
ritual, doctrine, and The Word, Bible, as Truth. Methodism teaches service, love, grace, and 
mercy for all. This is what I plan to continue to teach as I, in my retired life as a Methodist 
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Pastor, reach out and help others into the Light, through the Word of God, as He is Truth, seen in 
Jesus Christ His only Son, and with my helper The Holy Spirit as my guide. 

My favorite passage of scripture is Romans 5:8-11 - “God demonstrated His own love toward 
us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Much more than, having now been 
justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. For if when we were enemies 
we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, 
we shall be saved by His life. And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.” NKJV

My favorite hymn is Others, a 1917 Hymn by Meigs & Shields. 
LORD, help me live from day to day in such a self-forgetful way 
that even when I kneel to pray My prayer shall be for Others.
Help me in all the work I do to ever be sincere and true and know 
what all I’d do for You must need be done for others.
Let “Self” be crucified and slain and buried deep: and all in vain
 may efforts be to rise again, unless to live for Others.
And when my work on earth is done, and by new work in heavens begun, 
May I forget the crown I’ve won, while thinking still of Others.
Chorus: Others, LORD, yes, Others, let this my MOTTO be, 
   help me to live for Others, That I may live like Thee. 

Betty McGaha Furches
Spouse:  Jim (Honey)  
Favorite Hymn: Jesus Messiah 
 Great is Thy Faithfulness 
Favorite Scripture: Psalm 121 
I rejoice in my life journey and for parents who took me to church, 
Sunday school, MYF (then UMYF). For their parents who set the 
pace for our family of faith. I am grateful for pastors and teachers 
who taught me and made me think outside the box and for a 
home church (1st, Johnson City); who took seriously their vows to 

surround this person with a community of love and forgiveness that this person may grow in her 
services to others. (UMH, 40, Baptismal Covenant II)

I give thanks each day for a loving husband who demonstrates his love as he cares for me 
while I reach out to care for others; for two sons (and the best daughter  in-love) who claim and 
love the Lord; for GRANDchildren who have welcomed the saving grace of Jesus Christ; for 
colleagues who encourage me and hold me accountable; and for congregations who have loved 
me through thick and thin.

God blessed me with the ability to love his people and I’ve learned to do that by following 
the example of Christ. With each opportunity to serve, I am reminded that I do not work alone. 
God’s hand is always covering mine. God is still calling me to be God’s servant wherever I am 
planted. I am most grateful for God’s love that never fails.
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Carolyn Gass
Spouse: David 
Favorite Hymn: Be Thou My Vision  #451 
Favorite Scripture: Mark 46-52
Many of you know my story. I was born with an eye disease which 
caused vision problems throughout my life. I graduated high school 
and college while legally blind. Through a truly miraculous series of 
events during my senior year in college, immediately after graduation 
I received a cornea transplant that gave me vision in one eye. Praise 
God! 

A few years later, I began to paint watercolors and found that God had given this blind woman 
the gift of color. I began painting professionally, and through the exposure I received as the 1992 
Dogwood Arts Festival Artist, and as I showed my paintings in various other venues, I was able 
to share with the world the story of how God had restored my vision. Praise God!

It has been an honor and a privilege to serve as a member of the Holston Conference and to be 
able to share the vision of the world that God has shared with me. I have shared our story with 
the congregations which Dave and I have served, with the conference, and with the communities 
in which we served. In the past few years my eyes have once again failed me, but I can still 
testify, to the glory of God, that he gave me over 40 years in which to enjoy and share the 
miracle of his beautiful creation with those around me. I am truly blessed.

Although my eyesight has once again failed, my vision of God’s work in the world remains 
clear. God’s kingdom has come near. Praise God.

David A. Gibson
Spouse: Alice 
Favorite Hymn: My Chains Are Gone 
Favorite Scripture: Psalm 37:23-24 which states:  
“The steps of a man are established by the Lord, when he delights 
in his way; though he fall, he shall not be cast headlong, for the 
Lord upholds his hand.”

That has been my experience over the past 21 years as I have 
been privileged to serve as a United Methodist Pastor. God has 
directed my steps despite my many failures along the way, and He 

has blessed me throughout my journey in this walk. I firmly believe that the steps of a man are 
directed by the Lord. I also believe that the stops of a man are directed by the Lord. My favorite 
scripture, choosing only one, is 1 John 4:10, “This is love, not that we love God, but that He 
loves us.” My favorite hymn has changed over the years. Today, I can state my favorite hymn is 
My Chains Are Gone. This variation of Amazing Grace says so much that I feel from my heart. I 
feel Jesus has truly set us free from our bondage to sin.

This has certainly been an amazing journey! I can look back with joy on what God 
accomplished using my feeble efforts. It is my prayer that God continues to bless our continued 
ministry as we are all called to be ministers.
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Charles C. Harrison, Sr.
Spouse: Lou 
Favorite Hymn: It Is Well 
Favorite Scripture: Isaiah 40:31
Wow! How times pass by! It’s hard to believe I’ve reached the point 
of Retirement! 

I am so grateful for the privilege to serve as a pastor in Holston 
Conference since 1976, when Bishop L. Scott Allen, appointed 
a young 20-year-old to the Riceville Circuit. It has been a joy to 
serve all the churches that I have been appointed to. I hope that my 

ministry in some way has made a difference.
I am grateful that I was able to serve on the Conference Board of Ordained Ministry and 

District Boards on Ministry. Being a part of helping people through our steps of ministry.
I need to thank a few people for helping me in my ministry: the late, Rev. Bill Balch, the late, 

Rev. Bob Walker, and the Rev. Jack Edwards, my close friends, Rev. Dale Wyrick, Rev. Mike 
Jackson, and the late, Rev. Benny Matherly, these men loved me and gave me great wisdom and 
insight into what it meant to be a pastor.

I need to thank my wife, and partner in ministry, Lou, and our children, Katy, C.C., and David, 
for all the sacrifices they had to make so that I could fulfill my calling! I could not have done it 
without them!

My advice to those coming behind me, in the words of Bill Balch, “Be yourself, God knew 
what he was doing when he called you to ministry!” Shalom, Charlie

Timothy S. “Ty” Harrison
Spouse: Kim 
Favorite Hymn: This Is My Father’s World 
Favorite Scripture: John 17:3 
“Now this is eternal life; that they know you, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” 
 Romans 8:14-17

I want to express my thanks to Jesus Christ and my gratitude to 
the people of Holston Conference who graciously assisted me in 
recognizing my calling, encouraging me in that calling and giving 

my opportunity to live out my calling for the past 30 years. Kim and I have been blessed to serve 
numerous congregations and have experienced the love of Christ Jesus in each one of them. Our 
continued ministry will always be influenced by the people of these congregations and the many 
clergy families and lay employees of the Holston Conference. Words are inadequate to express 
our appreciation to all of you. The Holston Conference has enabled us to experience ministries in 
ways that otherwise we would not have been able to do. You journeyed with us in the adoption 
and raising of our three daughters Joye, Elizabeth, and Lydia. You have welcomed us and sent 
us forth with expressions of love and extravagant generosity. We grieved together and rejoiced 
together. We have cried together and celebrated together. We have been blessed to minster 
with people in many countries and of different languages. Know that the people of Holston 
Conference will forever be in our hearts and prayers, and we will continue to be in ministry 
together. 

In Christ Jesus we give thanks, praise and all glory, Ty and Kim Harrison
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RuthAnne G. Henley
Spouse: Craig 
Favorite Hymn: I Want a Principle Within (UMH #410 ) 
Favorite Scripture: Psalm 27:1 (NRSV)
The Lord is my light and my salvation;   whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life;   of whom shall I be afraid?

As I leave pastoral ministry in the UMC in Holston, I ask myself 
who I am now. I am a Christian, following the leading of my Lord. 
I am the wife of my one true love, Craig, whose love for me is my 
most sacred mortal sanctuary. I am the mother of four wonderful 

children and Grammy to a dozen and counting …
How is it possible to capture nearly two decades of ministry in a handful of paragraphs? I 

doubt that it is, but even if it could be done, I wonder whether it would adequately reflect the 
story the minister is trying to tell. We see our work from a single perspective. God sees it in all its 
dimensions. Perhaps we will not know the scope of our own work until we stand in the presence 
of God. 

But some things we know. We know the nervous joy of walking into a strange meetinghouse 
and approaching the pulpit there for the first time. We know the scattered feeling of picking up 
where another minister has stopped and working feverishly to make a seamless transition. We 
know the tense encounter with a circle of strangers who will become friends, coworkers, and 
family to us along the way. 

We know the frustrating exhilaration of leading children and youth through formative years 
into maturity. We know the thrill of uniting a couple in holy matrimony. We know the joy of 
leading converts into the water to testify to their faith in Jesus, and we know the tension of 
speaking the truth in love when there are those to be held accountable. Thank God, we know the 
taste of clear air when we come to a reconciliation. 

We know the battles that rage at sickbeds. We know the shock of age and infirmity. We know 
the heartbreak of lives cut short through senseless acts of violence or despair, and the deep pain 
of tragic accidents that rip loved ones from us. We know the peace that passes understanding 
when we lead mourners into the churchyard and speak the truth about life over the conquered 
grave.  

A pastoral ministry cannot be measured in terms of education, accomplishments, milestones or 
years of service. It is measured in its relationships, moments of grace and transformation, and the 
marks left on the souls it touches. I appreciate being honored by Holston at Annual Conference 
this year, but I truly hope that I am remembered with love and respect in a thousand little fleeting 
memories through the years. That is the honor I truly crave. And in the end, when I see the whole 
picture, I hope the Lord calls me good and faithful because before I am anything else, I am a 
servant of the Lord. 

Carlos Hess
Spouse: Juanita
First and foremost, God has been better to me than I have ever been 
to Him. He has taken me from the very depths of sin and given me 
a place in His kingdom! The years in God’s ministry have been the 
best years of my life. I give thanks to God for placing in my life 
my wonderful wife, for without her help and patience I am but half 
a person. I have come to know, with my wife by my side and God 
leading the way, there is nothing we can’t get through! I have been 
privileged to see miracles have participated in great moves of the 

Holy Spirit. I have seen the lost saved, the downtrodden uplifted and those without hope given 
new hope and a new life. I wish to thank The United Methodist Church and Holston Conference 
for giving me the opportunity to share God’s wonderful message of love and grace. The friends 
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I have made, the people I have come in contact with, and all the wonderful family of God called 
Christians I have come to know … may I say I will never forget. I can only say GOD IS GOOD 
… ALL THE TIME … AND ALL THE TIME … GOD IS GOOD.

Wayne D. Hickman
Spouse: Rachel 
Favorite Hymn: The Battle Hymn of the Republic 
Favorite Scripture: Hebrews 12:22-24.
I am thankful for Jesus calling me into His ministry. I am thankful 
for the Holston Conference allowing me to minister the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. I was called to Tennessee in 1970, 52 years ago. The 
next year God called me into the ministry while I was a student at 
LeTourneau College in Longview, TX. I have been in ministry for 
around 50 years, and I am thankful to be used of the Lord Jesus 

in preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom, equipping the saints for ministry, and administering 
the sacraments of our Lord Jesus. It has been a privilege to serve in the Smoky Mountain and 
Hiwassee Districts. It has been a privilege to serve the people of God and the community as 
well. I am retiring from full time service but will continue to serve the Lord Jesus. I will be just 
changing what saddle I ride.

Ralph Kidd
Spouse: Carolyn 
Favorite Hymn: My Savior’s Love  
(I Stand Amazed in the Presence of Jesus the Nazarene) 
Favorite Scripture: Psalm 16:1-2
I was called into the ministry when I was a junior in high school 0ver 
52 years ago.

One Saturday I accepted Christ as my Lord and Savior, the next 
Tuesday I was called and the next Sunday I was one of the preachers 
on a 7-point charge.

Now 52 years later I sometimes wonder where those 52 years have gone. Upon graduating, I 
attended Hiwassee College. Then I transferred to a four-year college where I also pastored three 
churches while I was a student there. Then I went to DUKE for nine straight summers where I 
graduated from the Advanced Studies Program.

For 19 years, I directed district camps at Camp Laurel. I have worked in youth assemblies, 
have preached in over 100 revival meetings, and have led mission teams overseas and here at 
home. In addition, I taught in the Conference Licensing School for 8 years, at Jubilation two 
years, served on the Conference Journal staff for 8 years, was a keynote speaker at Convocation, 
and served in various capacities on the conference and district leadership levels. I have also been 
the candidacy mentor for several current ministers in Holston. 

My wife Carolyn has ministered with me for 46 of those years. We have three children and 
two grandchildren. I have continuously pastored churches for all those years.

Wait, now that I think of it I know how 52 years have gone by so quickly. 
“I love the Lord because He has heard my voice and my supplications. Because He has 

inclined His ear to me, therefore I will call upon Him as long as I live.”
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Vincent K. “Vince” Krauss
Spouse: Ann 
Favorite Hymn: Hymn of Promise 
Favorite Scripture: Luke 11:28
All I can say is “WOW!” I’ve heard retired ministers talk about 
where the time went and now, I’m doing the same. Back in 1999, 
Jim Whedbee, Knoxville District DS, approached me with a ministry 
opportunity. He knew I had served as a temporary pastor in the 
Knoxville Fellowship Free Methodist church prior to its closing and 
said there was an appointment available if I wanted it as a supply 

pastor at the Sweetwater Circuit in the Maryville District. He said I would have to attend college 
(Hiwassee) if at all possible, so I agreed. I met with Bishop Chamberlain, who thanked me for 
my choice and promised the conference would support me in my endeavors.

My first trip to the Lake was a nervous one. I’d be around a whole lot of people I didn’t 
know. As I sat in Stuart Auditorium by myself, a lady asked if she could sit beside me. She then 
started talking to me. She said she remembered what her first time was like. She helped ease my 
nervousness and ensured me that I was on the right path. That person was a DS by the name of 
Rev. Dindy Taylor. It helped me tremendously to know she took the time to talk to a first-time 
pastor (supply) with no college or seminary experience, a person who worked as a manager 
of a Wendy’s. What a ride it has been! I’ve served many places in Tennessee and Virginia and 
each appointment presented challenges and joys. I’ve been blessed with some very good DS’s, 
but David Tabor and Sandra Johnson will always be highly favored. They were at my late wife 
Reverend Linda Krauss’ Celebration of Life and blessed me and my family with their kind, 
uplifting words of grace. Thank you both!! I’m grateful to have served under the leadership of 
Bishops Chamberlain, Swanson, Taylor, and finally Bishop Wallace-Padgett. And I’m glad that I 
have this opportunity to sit one more time in Stuart Auditorium before retiring. Thanks, Holston! 
Not bad for a local pastor.

My wife Ann and I plan on an RV ministry, going around the country ministering to folks 
wherever we park our rig. After all, I am a Circuit Rider!!

On a humorous note, when I first arrived at Sweetwater Circuit, Rev. Bob Bostick, Rev. Julian 
Walton, and Rev Buddy Houk had a bet to see how long I would stay at Sweetwater. Buddy said 
I would be gone in 3 months, Julian said 6 months, Bob said probably 1 year because he didn’t 
want to do a mid-year change. Well, I served 3 years there. Never did know what the wager was, 
though!! To God Be the Glory!!!

Glenna B. Manning
Spouse: Robin 
Favorite Hymn: Be Thou My Vision 
Favorite Scripture: Matthew 22:37-38
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ 

Being reared by loving and faith-filled parents, along with those 
who took their baptismal vow seriously to sustain me in the faith in 

The United Methodist Church, my heart and spirit are beyond grateful for the firm foundation 
which built a love for Christ and his church that ultimately led to my call in the vocation of 
ministry. What an unexpected calling it was to leave the vocation of teaching and enter into 
ministry and no greater joy have I experienced than to witness for God the power of his love and 
salvation as shown to us through Jesus Christ.

I am immensely grateful for those who recognized and encouraged the gifts for ministry and 
for God’s grace and faithfulness to sustain me and my family. I too am grateful for the shoulders 
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of so many women who went before me to make it possible for women to serve in ministry, 
and am particularly thankful to Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor, Rev. Dr. Bernice Kirkland, Rev. 
Brenda Carroll, Rev. Ann Robins, Rev. Catherine Nance, Rev. Rebecca Fetzer, and Rev. Sue 
Lynn Johnson whose advice and encouragement have taught me so much through these years of 
ministry.

I give thanksgiving as well for the pastors and staff with whom I have served for you have been 
a source of inspiration, compassion, laughter, and joy; as well as helping me to continue to expand 
my heart for ways in which to love and serve Christ. To the congregations of Beaver Ridge UMC 
and Concord UMC, thank you for allowing me to walk alongside of you in ministry as we each 
have grown deeper in our faith. Your love and support will always be remembered. In having the 
privilege to serve in various ways in the Holston Conference, my life has been enriched to cross 
paths with many leaders of the church and faithful laity, reminding me again of depth and breadth

Carole R. Martin
Spouse: Dan 
Favorite Hymn: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
Favorite Scripture: Hebrews 12:1-2
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of Witnesses 
… let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us. 

In a small cemetery, outside the tiny town of Hunnewell, MO, there 
is a headstone that reads in part, “Thou, O Christ, art all I want, more 
than all in thee I find – Charles Wesley words in the second verse of 
the hymn, Jesus, Lover of My Soul. They were penned in 1740 and 

found their way on a grave marker in 1931, a continent away. It marks the resting place of Robert 
White, Methodist preacher – born in Australia, lived in England, and emigrated to the United 
States just after the Civil War, my great-great-grandfather. 

I knew there was a preacher in the family as I was growing up, but it wasn’t until I was in 
seminary that I researched his life for a paper. In going through the family archives, I found a letter 
he had written to his wife, which read, in part:

I rather believe in woman preachers or any whose labors God owns. The clearest credentials 
that we can have that we are where God would have us be and doing the work appointed us is that 
souls are being converted to God – I wish someone that I love was a woman preacher that by her 
heaven may be peopled with precious souls.

This letter was dated 1871. I was stunned when I read it, but grateful to know that the way was 
being prepared even before I discerned my own call to ministry. I have answered that call to the 
best of my ability and served faithfully in the places where I have been appointed. Celebration 
of the sacraments of baptism and Holy Communion were always moments of privilege, as was 
visiting someone about to depart this life. These were sacred spaces.

I am grateful for the support of my husband, Dan, and my children, and grandchildren through 
the years and the moves, as I could not have done it without them. As for what the future holds, 
God knows. I am confident that the way is already being prepared, and when it is time for me to 
know, all will be revealed.
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Randall B. “Randy” Martin
Spouse: Patsy 
Favorite Hymn: Because He Lives 
Favorite Scripture: Isaiah 40:28-31

I said, “Yes.” to God’s call to ministry at a Conference youth 
event in 1965 at Hiwassee College. Since that time, I have never felt 
“uncalled.” I have served under appointment for forty-nine years. It 
has not been easy, but I would do it again. I have loved sharing the 
journey with church folks, ministerial colleagues, and other friends. 
I have learned something new at every stop along the journey. 

The people that have made the shared journey so rich are my family, especially Patsy who has 
been with me every step of the way. I am anxious to see where God leads in the journey after 
retirement. I want to continue to offer help, hope, and healing to all people in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Thanks be to God for the journey!

Raymond Gordon McBride
Spouse: Peggy 
Favorite Hymn: Who I Am 
 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
Favorite Scripture: John 21:15-17
The song Who I Am by Casting Crowns exemplifies my relationship 
with Christ, and also what I believe my ministry is about. As the 
song depicts, I am amazed that the Lord of all creation would even 
consider me for salvation much less the call to ministry. I am amazed 
of God’s grace and forgiveness that is offered to all. This grace 

baffles me yet brings a peace to my heart like none other. That is the God who tells me Who I 
Am, not who I think I should be or who I want to be, but who Christ wants me to be.

There is one part of the chorus that has the greatest of meanings to my soul, “Still you hear me 
when I’m calling Lord, you catch me when I’m falling And you tell me who I am … I am Yours. 
I pray that is what I have conveyed throughout these past 31 years to the awesome congregations 
I have had the privilege to serve. I pray I have shared that there is a God who loves, who 
forgives, who reaches out, who cares where we are, who desires for all to know Him, who gave 
Christ as a supreme sacrifice for all, and most of all who tells us who we are. Praise the Lamb of 
God who defines who we are; tells us who we are, that we are His. 

I have been blessed to serve remarkable congregations who have shared their love of Christ 
and their love for both Peggy and me. I am so grateful to have been able to share ministry with 
these congregations that have encouraged me, challenged me to be a better pastor, loved me and 
allowed me to love them. I pray I have encouraged, challenged, and inspired the congregations I 
have served to love the Lord with all their hearts, and others as well.

I can’t say I have one particular verse of scripture, there are so many that speak to so many 
different circumstances, but if I choose one it would be John 21:15-17. The question Jesus asks 
Peter resonates vividly with me, “Do you love me more than these?”

Besides Who I Am by Casting Crowns, there are many hymns that mean much to me, but I 
especially like Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing.
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Linda Isadore McDaniel
Linda Isadore McDaniel’s credo: “Edifying God and empowering 
others are two of the most important reasons for living.”

In sharing with others, Linda tries to impact lives through helping 
persons to emphasize their respective God-given talents. Linda 
believes that empowering others means being used to assist them in 
personal growth and development to enhance spiritual formation. 
She has tried to demonstrate that fact through missionary service in 
Anchorage Alaska, Honolulu, Hawaii, mission trips to San Pedro 
Sula and Tegulcigalpa, Honduras, in Central America, Malawi and 
Zimbabwe, Africa.

Licensed to preach in 1977, Linda was ordained in 2009 and has served in Canada, Bermuda 
and the Bahamas. A member of the Holston Conference since 2011, she was appointed to First-
Centenary in 2013 and is an Elder in Full Connection in Holston Conference.

McDaniel is a graduate of the University of Alaska, Anchorage, and the University of 
Tennessee, Chattanooga, obtained a Master of Divinity degree from the Church of God 
Theological Seminary, Cleveland, TN, and a Doctor of Ministry degree from Drew University, 
Madison, NJ on May 18, 2013.

She was married to the Reverend Dr. Paul A. McDaniel, a retired Baptist minister.

Michelle McKinnon-Young
Spouse: Gary 
Favorite Hymn: O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus 
Favorite Scripture: Lamentations 3: 22-23 NRSV The steadfast 
love of the Lord never ceases his mercies never come to an end;  
they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness!
From my early roots in the Church of God (Anderson) to my 
exposure to The United Methodist Church at Emory and Henry 
College, seminary at Candler, Emory University, and my birthday 
on Aldersgate, the day of John Wesley’s “strangely warmed heart,” 

I’m ‘assured’ I was destined to be a Methodist! Ministry with The United Methodist Church 
has carried me across our great world-wide connection from ordination and service in the North 
Georgia Conference, membership in the Holston Conference, founding pastor of the English-
Speaking Church in Prague, Czech Republic (with Gary as my trusty associate), to my last five 
years of service on special appointment to the beautiful Pacific Northwest and the Oregon-Idaho 
Conference just outside of Portland. There is neither the time nor space here to thank all whose 
collegiality, friendship, support, and confidence in us has made ministry so rich and full. We see 
you and we are forever indebted to you! As Gary and I begin our new life and the next chapter of 
our ministry in the magical city of Ajijic, Mexico, we look forward to further work in music, guest 
preaching, on-line professional coaching, and the theater/arts in general. Who knows? We may 
even offer spiritual retreats and respites in Mexico for pastoral retreat and refreshment! The call to 
ministry never ceases, it just carries us to new places, and people where the Holy Spirit continues 
to build new connections, inspire more creatively, and perform “exceedingly and abundantly above 
all we can think or ask!” Gary and I are committed to riding that wave wherever it takes us and for 
however long. Pray for these two senior citizens in their Spanish language acquisition skills as we 
are committed to speaking the language of the locals. Finally, you have an open invitation to come 
see us! Be sure to bring a favorite sun hat and some powerful sunblock!
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Elston D. McLain
Spouse: Emily
I humbly thank God for 31 years of sacramental, sacrificial, 
and faithful service in the red clay of North Alabama, and the 
mountainous terrain of Holston by way of the people called United 
Methodists. The Lord enabled my ministry to be Christ-centered, 
church-empowered, catalytic, and community-oriented for the greater 
good of humanity.

Coretta Scott King said it most profoundly, “The greatness of 
a community is most accurately measured by the compassionate 

actions of its members.” It is my God given compassion to interpose holistic ministry in the 
community to people of all backgrounds and ethnicities through after school activities, young 
adult programs, and senior celebrations. I have been blessed to facilitate the African Drums 
Ministry to a plethora of children. This ministry brought positive self-awareness, discipline, and 
healing through being on beat with God’s teachings.

Simon Sinek summed it best, “Don’t quit. Never give up trying to build the world you can 
see even thou others can’t see it. Listen to the drum and your drum only. It’s the one that makes 
the sweetest sounds.” My favorite song attests to that formidable symphony, Great is Thy 
faithfulness, morning by morning, new mercies I see, all I have needed Thy hand hath provided, 
great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me. My favorite incarnational Scripture is Galatians 5:22-23, 
“The Fruits of the Spirit is a roadmap to eternity with measurable beats in the footprints of life: 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, faithfulness, goodness and self-control.”

Thank you to Bishop Taylor, cabinet and staff for your leadership, in JESUS’ NAME.
Heartbeat for Christ, Reverend Dr. Elston D. McLain

Tom Reed
Favorite Hymn: How Firm a Foundation 
Favorite Scripture: Isaiah 30.15-17
I attended Tennessee Wesleyan University (College then) because 
my father wanted me to. Also, because Dr. Turner, TWU president, 
had spoken and made a good impression on me at my graduation 
ceremony at McMinn Central High School in the spring of 1969.

I began TWU as a pre-engineering major, but after struggling for a 
D in chemistry and tiring of advanced math, calculus, and analytical 
geometry, I began searching for a new major. Since several of my 

friends were pre-ministerial students, I decided God was calling me into ministry. I left Wesleyan 
with a degree in Religious Studies and headed for Candler School of Theology. If you want to 
know more about my seminary, talk to Dan Moore. He makes it sound much more interesting 
than I remember.

I was ordained a Deacon in 1974 by Bishop L. Scott Allen and an Elder in 1978 by Bishop 
H. Ellis Finger. My Elder’s ordination was held at my home church, St. Paul’s UMC in Etowah. 
Ken Caraway was the pastor and my brother-in-law preached.

I took early retirement in 1997. I was 46 years old with 23 years of service. My family moved 
to North Carolina, and I worked in real estate, trying to save my marriage. That didn’t work and 
I came back to active service in 2000. Ministry has seemed more trouble-free since, but I don’t 
think it was my divorce as much as a diagnosis of Adult ADD and prescribed medication.

I have found much fulfillment as a pastor in The United Methodist Church. One friend says I 
am a “closet fundamentalist.” Other friends and foes have branded me a liberal. I believe life is 
God’s gift and we are called to live it to the fullest in faith and love, as Jesus tried. To God be the 
glory!
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James W. “Jim” Scott
Spouse: Patricia 
Favorite Hymn: It is Well With My Soul 
Psalms 19:4 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable in Your sight, O Lord, my strength and my 
Redeemer.
My time in ministry has been the most challenging and rewarding 
years of my life. God has blessed me to serve small rural 
congregations and they have taken me like family. We have nurtured 
each other and grown spiritually even as we’ve faced the challenges 

that this world confronts us with. Our prayers are answered in so many wonderful ways but 
especially in the miraculous healings that God has blessed us with. We have prayed for a lot 
of folks, including myself after receiving a terminal prognosis. God has healed some almost 
instantly and some that took years. We know that prayer is our strength regardless of the situation 
and we pray together continuously.

I’m grateful to God every day for the journey He set me on when I answered His call. I stand 
amazed and in awe of His wonderful works among the faithful people I’ve grown to love. My 
only regret is that I didn’t have the courage to answer His call much earlier in life. Yet even as I 
worried about the “wasted years” I’ve come to realize that God uses all of our life experiences 
to make us into the person He wants to use. He doesn’t give up on us even when we choose to 
follow our own course. In His infinite patience He continues to show us that there is a better 
course of action available to us when we choose to follow His will for our lives. When we 
submit ourselves to Him all of our needs and some of our wants will be met so that we might be 
a blessing to others.

As I enter this last phase of my life my prayer is that God will continue to use me to reach 
others for Christ. There are new challenges every day and if we have the courage to step out 
of the boat and think outside of the box God will use us in amazing ways. The challenges that 
we face today are opportunities for us to grow spiritually and I thank God for them every day. 
They help us grow in discipleship even as we seek to create more disciples for Christ. Let us go 
forward without fear as we experience God’s peace in my favorite hymn, It is Well With My 
Soul.

William R. Shelton
Spouse: Sherry 
Favorite Hymn: In Christ Alone [My Hope Is Found] 
Favorite Scripture:  Acts 20:24 
“However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is 
to finish my course and complete the task that the Lord Jesus has 
graciously given me — to testify faithfully of the good news of God’s 
grace.”

As I look back over my time in pastoral ministry, the first word that 
comes to mind is “gratitude.” I am so thankful to Jesus Christ for the incredible privilege he gave 
me of serving in pastoral ministry. My service in pastoral ministry – from start to finish – was all 
of His grace.
I am thankful for the churches in which He called me to serve as pastor. Every one of the churches 
in which I served as pastor was truly a blessing from the Lord. 

I am thankful for the many people with whom I had the privilege of serving in ministry, as both 
partners in the Gospel, and as friends. 

I am thankful for my children, Will, Sara, and Emily, who were always so supportive of my call 
into pastoral ministry. I learned so very much from each one of them which I was able to apply to 
my pastoral ministry. And I am so thankful for my wife Sherry, who was my constant partner in 
ministry, from start to finish.
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Allen D. Shupe
Spouse: Kathy 
Favorite Hymn: Be Thou My Vision 
Favorite Scripture: Philippians 2:1-11
I was born and raised near the rolling waters of an ancient river that 
history has called the “New.” There is something misleading about 
that name as it is the oldest river in North America and is surpassed 
only by the Egyptian Nile. My Spiritual journey which began in the 
baptismal waters of a southwest Virginia “Holy Land” has continued 
like the endless flow of the Holston into its territorial expanse of 

churches rich in history, and high in Calling.
As I reflect upon my years of service, the faces of loved ones and nostalgic places that flash 

before my mind’s eye fill my heart with gratitude for the rewards and demands of the pulpit. 
Like the ancient river I have encountered treacherous doldrums amid thrilling rapids without 
regret. And without remorse I praise God for Calling me into and out of the flow. Blessings and 
Peace to all and Praise to the one who said, “Behold, I make all things new.” (Revelation 21:5)

Robert L Smith
Spouse: Pat 
Favorite Hymn: Lift High the Cross (UMC Hymnal 159) 
 For All the Saints (UMC Hymnal 711) 
Favorite Scripture: Matthew 23:37-39
“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones 
those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your 
children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and 
you were not willing! See, your house is left to you, desolate. For I 
tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is the one 

who comes in the name of the Lord.’”
At the age of thirteen, I accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior and was baptized by the 

Reverend Dr. Charles Burnette in a small UMC church in Tazewell County, VA. Ten years later, 
I informed my pastor, Reverend Ray Amos, Sr., that I felt the calling to enter full time pastoral 
ministry. I began my journey working through the local church committees, District Board on 
Ordained Ministry and Conference Board on Ordained Ministry. I was ordained an Elder in The 
United Methodist Church by Bishop Clay Lee, Jr., at Red Bank UMC in Chattanooga, TN.

I give thanks to the bishops who appointed me to the churches that I have served. On October 
1, 1981, Bishop Homer Ellis Finger, Jr., appointed me as a student pastor to the East Tazewell 
Circuit to begin an almost 40-year journey that took me to some of the greatest church families 
a pastor could have served. I give thanks to the congregations of the East Tazewell Circuit, 
Tazewell Circuit, Red Bank, West End-Wytheville, Trinity-Greeneville, Colonial Heights-
Kingsport, Wesley Memorial-Cleveland, and First UMC-Hillsville for supporting my ministry. 

As I walk into the sunset of retirement, I praise God for my ministry and the people of God 
who walked with me in these years of servanthood. Pat and I are looking forward to this time 
together in retirement. May God continue to bless and empower His church as it moves into the 
future to offer people Christ.
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J. David Tabor
Spouse: Mary Lynn 
Favorite Hymn: Through It All 
Favorite Scripture: John 3:16
When I was a college student at Carson Newman College, I wrote a 
paper on ordination. At the time, I was serving a little Baptist church, 
and the paper was about women and ordination. In that paper, I said 
that I believed that God was the one who defined who was called 
to ministry. Therefore, if God was calling a woman to be a pastor, 
then, it was between the woman and God to define the calling. After 

reading the paper, the professor called me aside and said he had someone that I should meet. 
Two weeks later, I met with Bishop R. Kern Eutsler. He said he was getting ready for 

something called appointment week. Sounded like fun to me. He wanted to know if I would like 
an appointment. I said, “Yes, when do I go practice preach in front of the congregation?” He 
just smiled and said that a District Superintendent would call me. Three weeks later, I received 
that call and was appointed to the Sneedville Circuit. My ordination from the Baptist church 
was recognized and I was a United Methodist. Thank God my dear wife was raised a United 
Methodist, so she helped me through. I praise God for Mary Lynn every moment of every day. 
Without her ministering with me, I would have never made it through these years of ministry. 

Over the past thirty-seven years, I have been blessed to serve several churches. I was blessed 
that the Sneedville Circuit was my first appointment. They taught that young pastor what it 
meant to be a United Methodist and I will be forever grateful. I also praise God for Gammon 
Theological Seminary, where I learned more than can ever be written in a book. Through the 
years I have had the privilege of serving several great congregations. I appreciate the Bishops 
and District Superintendents who had confidence in my calling from God to appoint me to those 
congregations. I also want to thank Bishop James Swanson for appointing me to the District 
Superintendency. He appointed me to be the Tazewell District and I will be forever grateful 
for the relationships I formed during my seven years there. I also want to thank Bishop Mary 
Virginia Taylor for allowing me to be part of her cabinet and remaining in Tazewell for seven 
years. To all my brothers and sisters in Christ who have answered the calling of God, I give 
thanks and praise for you. We may not have always agreed with each other, but we remain in 
covenant with each other. I pray God’s blessings on all of you. 

I have several favorite hymns. I have always loved to sing. My favorite music is Christmas 
music. When you visit me, you might hear Christmas music any time of the year. It is always a 
joy to sing Joy to the World. But my favorite song is Through It All, sung by Andrea Crouch. I 
have several favorite scriptures. One is Judges chapter 4. It tells part of the story of Deborah who 
was a Judge. She was a very strong woman. My wonderful wife is a very strong woman and we 
have raised three very strong daughters. Without them, my life would not have been complete. 
Another favorite scripture is John 3:16. With emphasis on the word whosoever. I am constantly 
reminded that whosoever calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 

Finally, I want to thank my Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ. My journey has not always 
been simple or easy, but it has always been possible, because Jesus walked with me and at times 
carried me. I praise God from whom all blessings flow! Grace and Peace
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James Russell “Rusty” Taylor
Spouse: Mary Virginia “Dindy” 
Favorite Hymn: In the Sweet Bye and Bye 
Favorite Scripture: Psalm 90:12
When Jim Hankins called me in August of 1972 he asked, “Do you 
want to preach?” I had talked with him about my call to ministry and 
he knew that I was going to Candler when I finished at Tennessee 
Wesleyan in December of that year. I was appointed to the Rising 
Fawn Circuit on September 1,1972. It was a wonderful place to 
serve, and I have many happy memories of my time there until I 

graduated from Emory on June 16, 1975. While in seminary I met Dindy and we have been on 
a wonderful journey of ministry in the church for 49 years. Our daughters, Mandy, and Tiffany, 
along with our grandchildren Daisy, Grayson, Campbell, and Wesley have brought much joy to 
our lives.

From Rising Fawn, I went on to serve at Tennessee Wesleyan, Fountain City, Marvin/
Fairview, Addilynn, Wesley Memorial in Chattanooga, Second in Knoxville, and First in 
Cleveland. I have been privileged to serve as the director of congregational development in the 
South Carolina Conference and in Holston Conference.

Glen Alpine in Kingsport is my home church, and their support and encouragement is one of 
the reasons I decided to spend my life as a traveling preacher in The United Methodist Church. 
Dindy and I have been blessed to travel to many places and witness the work of the Kingdom 
through the UMC. The outreach of our church across the globe is a tremendous testimony of 
what we can do together in the name of Jesus.

My parents, Russell, and Helen Taylor, as well as my grandparents, Milo and Georgia Taylor, 
and Harry and Maxie Sloan also had a tremendous impact on my answering the call to ministry. 
The friendship of clergy colleagues has been a blessing; I would not have made it this far without 
some of them.

Kenneth M. Taylor
Spouse: Sharon 
Favorite Hymn: God of Grace and God of Glory 
Favorite Scripture: John 1: 1-18
Although my time as a Pastor has been short, I am so awfully 
glad I have been able to be in service to God and others during 
fourteen years as a pastor and in over forty years as a Mental Health 
Professional in the Southwest Virginia area. When Norton United 
Methodist Church needed a supply pastor fourteen years ago, I was 
able to step in and respond to God’s leading. While there have been 

many changes and challenges, the fine folks at the Norton Church have always been loving, 
faithful, optimistic, and persistent as we participated together in worship, teaching, weekly 
ministry to the local nursing home, the recovery community and through inter-faith outreach to 
the community. Each day brings new opportunities and challenges, but the COVID 19 Pandemic 
provided opportunities to learn to grow and nurture a digital community. I am so proud of our 
congregation for embracing technology and accepting new and diverse ways of being the church. 
The three District Superintendents I have served with have been supportive and gave heartfelt 
encouragement as I completed Local Pastor licensing requirements and the five-year Course of 
Study.

As a child I experienced God’s grace though infant baptism and the nurturing of home 
and church. I have always enjoyed God’s presence in all of nature, especially in our native 
mountains. The pastor at Fries Methodist Church, when preparing a group of us to join the 
church, insisted on what seemed like a lot of reading, memorizing, and arduous work for a boy 
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of eleven, but those experiences were solid and meaningful. So that at any point of life crisis, I 
can recall and reference some early childhood teaching that was comforting and helpful.

Later, I was able to graduate from Hiwassee College and Scarritt College for Christian 
Workers as well as complete graduate degrees at Scarritt and University of Tennessee. I am 
grateful for the faithfulness and wisdom of so many teachers who helped me learn about loving 
God with heart, mind, and through service to others. Some compelling early teaching about 
social holiness and a life of service was motivation for me to want to learn to engage persons 
at a time of need and with God’s help do the best I could to engage in positive solutions. I am 
incredibly grateful for so many opportunities, challenges, and blessings in my life. I especially 
honor and value the support and help my wife and children gave during my second career 
adventure as a pastor.

I am very much OK with saying “I sure wish I could have done more.”
I have often heard it said that you should not have friends in the church you are serving. If I 

didn’t have friends in the church, I wouldn’t have any. There are many persons who I have had 
the privilege to be in ministry with who are cherished friends.

Popaw Sloan once told me that the first song he ever learned was In the Sweet Bye and Bye. 
He told me he learned when he 5 years old in 1905. I have many favorites but because of him In 
the Sweet Bye and Bye is at the top of the list. My favorite scripture verse is Psalm 90:12 “Teach 
us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.” We’re not to just count the days; 
God calls us to make the days count!

I’ll never forget something my dad said at his retirement. Someone had asked him if there was 
anything he would change? He said, “No, I would be afraid I would mess it up.” Every place 
I’ve ever been in ministry is where I believe God wanted me to be, and for that I am eternally 
grateful.

Ginny Tompkins
Spouse: Robert 
Favorite Hymn: Here I Am Lord 
Favorite Scripture: Matthew 4:19
I started into ministry in June 2001, after running from my calling for 
about 10 years. But God placed an exceptional mentor named Rev. 
Bob Billingsley in my path about 4 years prior to help me discern 
the path God had for me. He continued to inspire and encourage 
me until his death. I was inspired by several others who have given 
me wisdom and help when it was needed. When I started in 2001, 

I would never have expected to see the events of September 11, which changed how important 
it was that people come to a relationship with Jesus Christ. I focused my ministry on making 
faithful disciples, who could stand in the face of difficult moments. I have been blessed to 
have served in several congregations who have comprehended the priority of the scripture and 
standing for the truth of the gospel.

My favorite scripture is Matthew 4:19; “Come, follow me, I will send you out to fish 
for people” (NIV). This is the passage I heard 10 years prior to 2001 and has moved me in 
proclaiming God’s word ever since. My favorite hymn is Here I am Lord, which has also 
continued to encourage me in those difficulties times of ministry to stay faithful and focused on 
God.

I will continue to work faithfully even in my retirement to encourage, inspire and move people 
into a relationship with Jesus Christ.



87

Frank “Buzz” Trexler
Spouse: Donna 
Favorite Hymn: Here I Am, Lord Dan Schutte, No. 593, UMH  
Favorite Scripture: Philippians 4:13, NIV 
“I can do all things through him who gives me strength.”

When I was an adolescent in Richmond, Virginia, I spent a lot of 
time at Parker Field, home of a AAA baseball club, the Richmond 
Braves. Youngsters such as my boyhood friend Alan Armstrong and 
myself were sometimes called “ballpark rats.”

We were pretty good at being ballpark rats: If memory serves 
me correctly, I once had about 30 International League baseballs. Alan and I needed scores of 
baseballs for our sandlot season, because we were forever losing them to backyard brush, water-
filled ditches, and tall weeds.

Around the same time as those ballpark rat years, I was baptized at Hatcher Memorial Baptist 
Church, where my Uncle Russell was a deacon. The date is lost to the ages, but as with all who 
are baptized, God claimed me as God’s own. Once I had no identity, but I was then given a new 
identity.

Still, within a few years of being a ballpark rat, I became “a lost ball in high weeds.”
Some years after I entered pastoral ministry my mother told me that when I was about 14 

years old, I told her I was going to be a preacher. That would have been about the same year I 
was baptized. It would be more than 30 years before I surrendered to that call; in fact, it would 
be 15 years before I truly surrendered my life and my addictions to Christ.

My surrender came in 1985 after attending a United Methodist Church – a place of 
transformational love and grace.

I began to view my job as a journalist differently: as a calling.
I began to view my marriage differently: to serve my wife as Christ served the Church, 

through sacrificial love, and to raise my children in a way that would be an opportunity to break 
the cycle of divorce and substance abuse.

God opened the door for me to work with youth, sharing the story of God’s grace in my life, 
and the blessing to see some of those youth come of age and share Christ with others.

Then God opened my own ears to being “called-out,” “set apart,” to serve in pastoral ministry. 
I’ve served two congregations: Pellissippi UMC and Green Meadow UMC, with whom I 
journeyed for more than 19 incredible, faith-filled years!

Not long after I surrendered to Christ, my Uncle Russell got word of my conversion 
experience.

His response: “Well, I guess it (the baptism) took.”
On Christmas 1973, “Mama T” my step-grandmother, gave a Living Bible to my mother, 

stepfather, and me. When I surrendered to Christ, this was the only Bible I possessed, other than 
a small KJV Bible given to me as a child; as a new Christian, The Living Bible was certainly 
easier to read. After my surrender, I wrote this inside that Living Bible: “I cannot turn back, for I 
have entered into an irrevocable contract with God. I have committed my life to Jesus Christ, and 
He has given me eternal life.”

Yes, Uncle Russell: It took.



88

Carol Elaine Wilson
Favorite Hymn:  Be Thou My Vision  
Scripture: John 10:10b
I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.

As I enter into the retired relationship, I do so with a heart full 
of gratitude. The members of congregations that I served as pastor 
taught me, encouraged me, and provided joy as we served side 
by side. Colleagues in ministry shared their wisdom and continue 
as a source of fun and renewal. My journey in ministry included 
opportunities to be in contact with persons from around the world. To 

see the whole spectrum of the life of the church, from the local congregation to the global body, 
broadened my understanding of God’s transforming work through the body of Christ. Through 
all of these experiences, my sense of hope for the future expanded and my confidence in God’s 
sustaining grace became foundational.

These blessings are expressions of the love and care offered to me throughout my life as I 
grew up in congregations and ministries of the Holston Conference. From local church settings 
to camps to youth assemblies to my college education, the work of the church has touched and 
shaped my life experiences, values, and goals. I am deeply grateful for the investment of time 
and resources that nurtured my faith and life along the way.

Now as I prepare for my “third third” of life, I do so with anticipation for what is yet to come. 
Doors that open will continue to offer the opportunity to see God’s hand at work, to share in the 
transforming love of Jesus Christ, and to share and experience God’s sustaining grace. I have 
confidence that the work of the church and the calling to be part of God’s blessing of the world 
continues for all of us in ways yet to be fully revealed. For all that has been, thanks. For all that 
shall be, yes!

Dale S. Wyrick
Favorite Hymn: How Firm a Foundation 
 Talking to Jesus  
Favorite Scripture: Philippians 4:13 and 4:19
“I’m just a poor wayfaring stranger”

What a blessing it has been to serve in Holston Conference. I have 
been blessed to serve multiple appoints and in a variety of ministries. 
I have served churches from Cleveland, TN, to Pearisburg, VA, under 
10 appointments and 18 congregations.

H. Ellis Finger, my first Bishop and Wilmer Robbins my first 
District Superintendent believed in a young, green, inexperienced boy who was responding 
to God’s call. At the age of 22, I became the first person in Holston Conference to come into 
ministry through the Candidacy Program. I am thankful for Rev. Bob Hudson who was my 
guide and mentor and helped me begin and develop a foundation of ministry.

I graduated from Rocky Gap HS with a career goal of becoming a schoolteacher. I attended 
Wytheville Community College (A.S.S), Radford College and completed my undergrad 
education at Tennessee Wesleyan College (B.S.) with a certification in education. During 
my undergrad years, my goals changed. God called and I answered. I received my Master of 
Divinity from Candler School of Theology, Emory University in 1983.

June 1977, I stood in the pulpit of Valley Head UMC in Cleveland, TN, and delivered my 
first sermon under appointment and March of 2020, I stood in the pulpit of Spring City UMC 
delivering my final sermon under appointment. All the years in between 1977 and 2020 have 
been a blessing.

I have always been a United Methodist. I made a profession of faith at Rocky Gap UMC, 
was baptized at Camp Laurel, and joined the church in 1973. I was married in the church, my 
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children were baptized and confirmed in the church, and my grandson was baptized in the 
church. We are United Methodists.

I have worn many hats over the years: MIR, A Key Event Herald, trained to lead the 
Cornerstone Celebration, trained to lead different Stewardship programs, Conference Disaster 
Coordinator, Mentor, Counselor, Mission Leader, attended all but two Resurrections, served on 
District and Conference Board of Ordained Ministry, and many others.

Ministry is very challenging but also very rewarding. I have officiated hundreds of weddings, 
baptisms, and professions of faith, taught countless Bible studies, taught Sunday School and lead 
many youth groups, and preached many revivals and Camp Meetings. 

Perhaps some of the greatest blessings for me is watching people “get it” or the moment of 
their spiritual awakening and watching them respond to God’s call to fulltime ministry.

Being a United Methodist Minister has given me opportunities that only the church could 
have given. The church molded and shaped my life and faith, gave me opportunities to share the 
gospel all around the world and to discover how wonderful the world is especially through the 
people I have encountered. I am thankful and blessed beyond measure.

Retirement is another journey as I continue to live the dream.

Judy Yonce
Spouse: Jerry 
Favorite Hymn: Feed My Lambs 
Favorite Scripture: Matthew 7:7
I began my ministry as a supply lay pastor in June of 1999. Rev. 
Ann Blair asked me to pastor two churches for just three months. 
It would be part time and I could continue my work as a Licensed 
Physical Therapist Assistant. I kept thinking that anyone should be 
able to serve God for three months, even me. After 22 years I am 
still serving these same two small churches in Pulaski, VA, now 

as a retired minister. I have watched the children grow, marry, and now have children that are 
still a part of the church. We have walked through the joys and celebrations of life and through 
heartaches and deaths, both in their lives and in mine—together in love doing our best to bring 
glory to God. What an amazing journey it has been!

Choosing a favorite scripture and song seemed impossible. But I have a scripture that I learned 
as a child that I still go to often. Matthew 7:7 “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall 
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” What powerful words of promise. My husband 
has a beautiful voice that has been such a bonus in our ministry. He sings a song entitled “Feed 
My Lambs.” It tells the story of Peter denying Jesus and of Jesus amazing love, forgiveness, 
and grace in recalling Peter back into the fold. Telling Peter, if you love me, feed my sheep. 
Whenever, I am not sure where God is directing me, I remember this scripture and hear this 
song. They truly have been a guiding light in my life.

God gave me the most wonderful husband, Jerry. We have been married now for 46 years. 
My churches call him the “preacher’s wife” joking because he is a caterer by profession and is 
an awesome cook. He is a strong man of God and with his skills in the kitchen and beautiful 
voice, he is an asset to our ministry. We have two grown daughters, Latricia and her husband 
Brian Irvin, Davina Yonce, one grandson, Josiah, and three step-granddaughters, Jessica and her 
husband Will and the twins, Courtney and Bailey.

Rev. Judy Yonce, Holston Conference, New River District, serving Mt. Olivet and Trinity 
UMC in Pulaski, VA from 1999 as supply lay pastor, completed COS, retired 2020 and still 
serving currently as retired minister.



90

Wednesday, June 8, 2022 ● 10:30 a.m.
Stuart Auditorium

Sending Forth ServiceSending Forth Service
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. 

Do not be afraid;.do not be discouraged, 
for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” 

Joshua 1:9

Prelude     Mr. Bryan K. Underwood
*Hymn #513 “Soldiers of Christ, Arise” diademata
Invocation    Mrs. Becky Hall

Creating and challenging God, we come before you now looking 
back on a great Annual Conference and looking forward to taking 
inspiration of our time together here back to our local churches. Focus 
our hearts and minds on this time of worship. Help us to be present 
with one another as we remember the work that you have done among 
us. Give us vision and courage for the challenges that await us as we 
serve you. Empower us in our worship, in our ministry with children 
and youth, and as clergy and laity sharing in your mission to all the 
world. In the name of Jesus Christ, Your Son and Our Savior. Amen.

Scripture  Matthew 28:16-20 The Reverend Jeffrey W. Wright 
Sermon   “Where Do We Go From Here?” Reverend Wright
The Fixing of Appointments  Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett &

The Holston Conference Cabinet
*Hymn #413 “A Charge to Keep I Have” bollston
The Blessing of the People 
Call us forth, O God, people who have received the power of the Holy Spirit 
into everything that we say and do and are aware of the strength of your 
presence within us as individuals and as vital congregations of your Church.
As we go from this place today, pour out your grace upon us and grant us  
your peace.

Adjournment of the Annual Conference Bishop Wallace-Padgett
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Benediction    Bishop Wallace-Padgett
One Voice: God has brought us to this place,
Many Voices: where we have heard stories of the Kingdom of God 
alive in our churches.
One Voice: God has gathered us in this place,
Many Voices: to inspire us to serve our God and our neighbors  
without reservation or hesitation.
One Voice: God is calling us from this place,
Many Voices: to go into the world, joining hands with  
all of God’s children and showing God’s love to all.

*Recessional Hymn #577 cwm rhondda 
  “God of Grace and God of Glory”

Postlude   Mr. Underwood

*Please stand as you are able.

Worship Participants:
Debra Wallace-Padgett, Resident Bishop, 

 Holston and Birmingham Episcopal Areas, The United Methodist Church
Preaching ~ Rev. Jeffrey W. Wright,  

Appalachian District Superintendent, Appalachian District
Liturgist ~ Mrs. Becky Hall, Conference Lay Leader, Christ UMC, 

Scenic South District
Worship Leader ~ Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Smoky Mountain District 
Organist ~ Mr. Bryan Underwood, State Street UMC, Clinch Mountain District 

Pianist ~ Sandra Rouse, Fairview UMC, Smoky Mountain District








