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X. MEMOIRS

A. THE ROLL OF REMEMBRANCE

Episcopal Spouse 
In Memoriam

Eva Vines Eutsler 6/23/22 5/25/2014
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Clergy Members 
In Memoriam

Ted F. Baker 1/29/1935 3/30/2014 

George W. Baxter 10/8/1925 6/26/2013

Howard Paul Castor 11/23/1922 11/17/2013 

George B. Collinsworth 1/18/1928 4/21/2014 

Q. David Green 2/17/1957 9/19/2013 

Henry M. Groseclose 3/8/1930 1/31/2014

Henry A. Harlow 9/9/1931 9/13/2013

B. David Hodge 2/6/1952 12/14/2013 

William H. Lassiter 11/10/1936 1/25/2014

David Allen Lawrence 5/3/1938 1/10/2014 

Bill R. Lichlyter 12/2/1942 1/14/2014

Clarence V. McCall. Jr. 2/14/1933 12/16/2013 

Donald S. Moore 3/9/1924 3/16/2014

Kyle V. Overton 2/24/1933 1/25/2014 

Robert S. Powers 11/5/1928 2/6/2014

Hugh Dean Ratledge 6/10/1937 1/16/2014 

Ralph Rivers 2/17/1940 12/16/2013

John L. Rhoads 12/23/1927 1/29/2014 

Calvin S. Tabor 12/23/1939 12/31/2013 

Stanley R. Williams 12/19/1946 5/17/2013
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Clergy Spouses 
In Memoriam

Scarlett Blevins 3/28/1941 9/1/2013 
 (Rev. Kenneth J. Blevins)
 
Carrie Lou Carter 6/15/1930 9/23/2013 
 (Rev. Edwin C. Carter)
 
Vivian Kaney DeHart 11/14/1955 2/23/2014 
 (Rev. Charles W. DeHart)
 
Ann L. Grogg 3/19/1944 7/14/2013 
 (Rev. Gary W. Grogg)
 
Mary Jo Heard 4/27/1945 7/24/2013 
 (Rev. Fred Heard)
 
Sara D. Hensley 1/13/1945 6/15/2013 
 (Rev. Bruce E. Hensley)
 
Eula M. Tiller 1/1/1928 10/20/2013 
 (Rev. John A. Tiller)



424 HOLSTON ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Surviving Spouses 
In Memoriam

Foy Arnold Ketner 11/26/1917 12/30/2013 
 (Rev. George W. Arnold)  
 
Emily Buchanan 12/26/1924 2/27/2014 
 (Rev. George L. Buchanan)  
 
Mary Lou Clemons 4/29/1926 12/3/2013 
 (Rev. Luther Troy Clemons)  
 
Gertrude Haun 10/7/1926 3/28/2014 
 (Rev. Taylor Haun)  
 
Edna K. Haynes 3/18/1924 6/18/2013 
 (Rev. R. Ray Haynes)  
 
Joyce Ann Hillian 7/12/1934 4/10/2014 
 (Rev. James C. Hillian)  
 
Mauveline Jeffers 5/31/1913 10/3/2013 
 (Rev. E. B. Jeffers)  
 
Elizabeth Etoile Johnson 6/20/1932 12/20/2013 
 (Rev. George Dale Johnson)  
 
Barbara Kestner 2/26/1941 9/9/2013 
 (Rev. Ronald Eugene Kestner)  
 
Wanda Leidig 8/28/1921 1/13/2014 
 (Rev. Samuel E. Leidig)  
 
Mary Ellen Naff 1/28/1920 9/16/2013 
 (Rev. George E. Naff, Jr.)  
 
Betty J. Petty 8/29/1942 12/18/2013 
 (Rev. William B. Petty, Jr.)  
 
Teresa Potts 7/12/1911 5/15/2013 
 (Rev. C.N. Potts)  
 
Imogene Leota Ratledge 7/9/1935 3/4/2014 
 (Rev. Hugh Dean Ratledge)  
 
Wanda Snapp 8/31/1930 4/1/2014 
 (Rev. Claude C. Snapp)
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B. MEMOIRS
Episcopal Spouse

EVA VINES EUTSLER 
1922 – 2014
Eva Vines Eutsler, 91, of Mechanicsville, VA, died Sunday, 
May 25, 2014. She was the wife of Bishop R. Kern Eutsler. 
The daughter of Annie Valera Hubbard Vines and Eugene 
Franklin Vines, she was born in Greenville, VA, June 23, 1922. 
A graduate of Mary Baldwin College, she worked as secretary 
to the headmaster of Staunton Military Academy before her 
marriage in 1945. In addition to her husband, she is survived 

by two daughters, Ann Coulter (William) and Mary Abramson (Raymond); and four 
grandchildren, Elizabeth Coulter Vonderheide (David), Anne Abramson (Charles Baldner), 
Andrew Coulter (Kristin Vinagro) and Emily Abramson; several nieces and a nephew and a 
number of great-nieces and nephews. In addition to her parents, she was predeceased by three 
sisters and two brothers, Madeline Greene, Jesse Vines, William Vines, Juanita Simpson and 
Mary Demastus. 

Devoting her life to her family, she excelled in culinary arts, flower gardening, sewing and 
needlework and enjoyed a love of history and classical music and art. The family received 
friends Tuesday, May 27, at the Mechanicsville Chapel of Bennett Funeral Home. A memorial 
service was held Thursday, May 29, at Reveille United Methodist Church. Interment was 
private. 

Clergy Members

TED F. BAKER
1935 – 2014
Ted was born January 29, 1935, in Knoxville, TN. He attended 
Fulton High School where he was president of his senior class. 
He was a graduate of Hiwassee College, Tennessee Wesleyan 
College and Candler School of Theology at Emory University. 
He grew up in Second Methodist Church in Knoxville.

Ted traveled the Holston Conference for 43 years, having 
served in many capacities from multiple-church charges to 

being superintendent of Johnson City District. He loved to preach and was passionate about 
revivals. He led 15 tours to the Holy Land and never tired of sharing that experience with 
friends.

Upon retirement, Ted began to garden and grew vegetables for most of Sweetwater! He 
also helped with canning and freezing the bounty. Fishing was a lifelong hobby. Having 
made Sweetwater his home, he became active in Sweetwater Area Ministries and supplied 
the pulpit at First Presbyterian Church until a minister was secured.

Ted is survived by his wife of 56 years, Nancy Wallace Baker, sons Butch and wife Nancy 
Jean, Jay and wife Tara, and daughter, Sissy Baker Polacek and husband Adam. He was also 
blessed with eight wonderful grandchildren, and if you gave him time, he would tell you 
about them.
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Ted loved his Lord, his family, his home and his church, and served each unselfishly until 
God called him to serve in Heaven on March 30, 2014. A Celebration of Life was held at First 
UMC, Sweetwater, TN, on April 6, 2014.       ~ Submitted by his family

GEORGE WILLIAM BAXTER, JR.
1925 – 2013
Dr. George William Baxter, Jr., was born in Mooresville, TN, on 
October 8, 1925, to George W. Baxter, Sr., and Lenora (Long) 
Baxter. In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his 
sister, Martha Louise Baxter.

The Navy sent George to Emory University to become a 
chaplain; he earned a B.A. there. He later earned a Master of 
Divinity from Yale University and a PhD in Psychology from 
George Peabody College at Vanderbilt University. He served 

as Associate Dean at Florida Southern College in Lakeland, FL, from 1959 to 1966. He was 
Professor of Psychology at King College in Bristol, TN, from 1969 to 1986. Upon retirement, 
he was ordained in The United Methodist Church and served as pastor of Virginia Avenue 
UMC in Bristol, TN.

George was a member of State Street UMC in Bristol, VA. He enjoyed fishing, gardening, 
and especially teaching.

George is survived by his wife of 54 years, Jane Farrar Baxter; two children, George 
William Baxter, III and wife Aileen Smith Baxter, and Elizabeth Baxter Smith and husband 
Michael Parker Smith; and two grandchildren, Colin William Baxter and Hannah Elizabeth 
Smith.

George passed away on June 26, 2013 at Bristol Regional Medical Center. A memorial 
service was held on June 30, 2013, at State Street UMC with Pastors Jeff Wright and Mark 
Hicks officiating. He is interred at Glenwood Cemetery in Bristol, TN.

~ Submitted by his family

HOWARD PAUL CASTOR
1922 – 2014
Our beloved Paul passed on to be with the Lord November 17, 
2013. It was one week short of his 91st birthday. He was born on 
November 23, 1922, on the Castor Fruit Farm in upstate New 
York. In looking back, we realized that the defining moments of 
his life came when he saw active duty in Europe as a 24-year-old 
paratrooper in WWII. He was in the 502nd Parachute Regiment, 
101st Airborne Division in the Ardennes Forest in the Battle of 
Bastogne. One day, as enemy shells fell all around him and his 

foxhole buddy, Jack McNellis, they felt that “all hell broke loose.” The men were covered 
by shrapnel and debris as the battle raged on and the gunner was killed. However, Paul and 
Jack came away without a scratch. In seeking an answer, both men turned to God. The war 
experience had profoundly affected them. Eventually, Jack became a Jesuit priest and Paul 
became a missionary of the Methodist Church.

After the war ended, Paul completed his interrupted studies at Cornell University. Then he 
went on to study for another degree at Birmingham Southern in pre-med. In the process, his 
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path forward had become clear. In answering God’s call to ministry, Paul then prepared for 
his life of service at Emory University’s Candler School of Theology. On completion of this 
degree, he was ordained a Methodist minister and commissioned as a missionary to be sent 
overseas.

After language study in Chinese at Yale University, Paul began mission work in Malaya and 
served for over 20 years in parts of Southeast Asia including Singapore. He served as a pastor, 
teacher, evangelist, and Christian counselor as well as two terms as district superintendent. 
Paul had met Lee Lee, a teacher in the mission girls’ school. They got married in 1958. They 
served together as a missionary couple (and later as a “clergy couple”). They were blessed 
with three wonderful children: David Kim, Mei Lin, and Daniel Timothy. Paul’s appointments 
included Wesley Churches in Kuala Lumpur, Teluk Anson, Klang, Kuantan, and Singapore.

In 1975, the Castors returned to the US with their three children. In the Chattanooga District 
of the Holston Conference, Paul had served at First-Centenary UMC (as pastoral counselor), 
Hixson UMC, Lake Vista UMC, and Red Bank UMC, before his full retirement in 1986. 
What a privilege and blessing to have been a part of these gracious Christian congregations. 
It has been wonderful “reconnections!” The missionary who had baptized Lee Lee many 
years before was the Reverend Gunnar Teilman, a missionary member supported by Holston 
Conference. Gunnar, Wava, and their family, had been a close part of our lives in Southeast 
Asia as well as in the US. It was a joy also to have in Holston other missionary friends like 
Bob and Wiz Lundy and John and Judy Lundy. It was as some said, “missions come full 
circle.” The Castor family is truly thankful for the mercy, love, and grace of our wonderful 
God. ~ Submitted by his family

QUILLEN DAVID GREEN
1957 – 2013
Rev. Quillen David Green was born February 17, 1957, in Fort 
Oglethorpe, GA, to Quillen Geoffrey and Linda Sue (Alexander) 
Green. He was a 1979 graduate of the University of Tennessee 
at Chattanooga, earning a B.S. degree in elementary education. 
After teaching for two years, he entered the ministry and 
completed the course of study program at Candler School of 
Theology at Emory University in Atlanta, Ga. He became a 
member of the Holston Conference in 1984. He was ordained as 

an Elder on June 10, 1996, and remained so until his death on September 19, 2013. David died 
at Vanderbilt Hospital in Nashville, TN, where he had undergone heart surgery for an L-VAD 
heart pump.

David loved being a pastor. He loved being a part of The United Methodist Church. He was 
grateful for all the years he was able to fulfill his highest calling in ministry. He served United 
Methodist churches in Copperhill, Greeneville, and Knoxville, TN. Wherever he lived and 
worked David was always involved with civic and community groups. When he passed away, 
he was serving as a chaplain for the Knoxville Police Department and the Knox Country 
Sheriff’s Department. He was a member of the John T. O’Conner Senior Center Advisory 
Board and member of the Kiwanis Club of West Knoxville.

David loved his family, especially his wife, Jill, who was a true partner in ministry and 
life. David and Jill were married at Rutherford Memorial UMC in Knoxville on December 4, 
2004. He is survived by his wife, Jill (Daniels), and adult children, Angela and Jason.

David loved life. When he walked into a room, you knew he was there. He stood tall 
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and laughed loud. He paid attention to the details and never forgot a name. He had a sense 
of humor that was evident to all who knew him. He kept that sense of humor even when 
medically things got tough. He stayed positive and optimistic often saying, “This is just a 
bump in the road. And it will be alright.”

David knew it would be all right because he made his commitment to Christ a long time 
ago. His Celebration of Life Service took place at Fountain City UMC on September 22, 2013. 
Officiating was his mentor and friend, Rev. Dr. Randy Frye; District Superintendent, Rev. 
Nathan Malone; his pastor, Rev. Teresa Atkins McClure; and his best friend, Walter Wojnar.

~ Submitted by his family

HENRY MONROE GROSECLOSE 
1930 – 2014
On January 31, 2014, God called Henry to a new appointment in 
Heaven, one that will last through Eternity.

Henry Monroe Groseclose was born in Appalachia, VA. 
Growing up in the Appalachia UMC, he made a profession of 
faith that enabled him to walk with confidence and assurance 
that God was always with him. He graduated from Tennessee 
Wesleyan College and East Tennessee State University. To 
prepare for his call into the ministry, Henry earned a Master of 

Divinity from Duke University (1957). Henry served churches in southwest Virginia and east 
Tennessee of the Holston Conference for over 50 years. He served on various boards and 
committees in Holston and in the Southeastern Jurisdiction.

Henry preached and taught that the Lord is our keeper, with all of our life being in God’s 
care and protection. After the birth of his son, Stuart, who had a diagnosis of Down Syndrome, 
Henry became a strong advocate for persons with intellectual and developmental disabilities. 
He also demonstrated for his daughters how to be a voice for the voiceless and instilled 
in them a passion to advocate for justice for those who live on the margins of society. His 
daughter, Susan, followed in his footsteps by entering the ministry. His daughter, Louise, 
offers God’s love through her career as a nurse. Henry often commented how proud he was 
of them as they developed into loving, confident women. His face lit up as he enjoyed being 
around his grandsons, Phillip and Mark; he was humbled by being able to baptize them. He 
also saw them grow into handsome, sensitive, and compassionate young men.

Henry was a loving man, dedicated to his faith, family, and friends. He never met a stranger 
and was known for his outgoing and friendly personality. While serving at St. Mark’s UMC, 
he met his future wife, Janice Karen Wheeler. He became her dearest love, soul mate, best 
friend, confidant, and spiritual role model for 27 years. They enjoyed many adventures 
traveling around the world. Henry was known for his cooking skills, receiving requests for 
special dishes. He had a gift for entertaining, as Henry and Janice often welcomed friends into 
their home.

Later in life, it became difficult for Henry to engage in conversation or put words together 
into a complete thought. However, whenever family or friends were gathered around a table, 
with bowed heads and holding hands, he would use his strong “preacher voice” and say, “In 
the quiet of this moment, we come to you, God” and offer the most eloquent prayer, ending 
with “strengthen us in Your love”. Even during his last few days and hours, Henry knew with 
calmness and peacefulness that the Lord was present and was welcoming him home.

Henry is survived by his wife Dr. Janice Wheeler Groseclose, Rev. Susan Groseclose 
(Dennis Reid), and Louise (Col. Vincent) Vannoorbeeck, Phillip and Mark Vannoorbeeck.
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“I lift my eyes to the hills - from where will my help come? My help comes from the Lord, 
who made heaven and earth”. Psalms 121:1.

~ Submitted by Janice, Susan, and Louise

HENRY A. HARLOW
1931 – 2013
Henry A. Harlow was born September 9, 1931, to George 
and Martha Harlow in Williamsburg, OH. Henry attended 
Williamsburg High School then graduated from Bethel College in 
McKenzie, TN. Henry married Nettie Faye Chandler on August 
16, 1951, in McKenzie. After graduation from Theological 
Seminary in 1957, Henry ministered in several Cumberland 
Presbyterian Churches and transferred into The United Methodist 
Church where he served until his transfer to Heaven (death) on 

September 13, 2013. Funeral services were held in Jefferson City, TN on September 14, with 
Rev. Diane Cornett and Rev. Millard Johnson officiating. Internment followed the services in 
Jefferson City Memorial Gardens.

Henry served in the Tennessee Wing of the Civil Air Patrol including service as Chaplain. 
Henry is survived by his loving and supportive wife of 63 years, his brother Beryl, and sister 

Lorraine Bradley. ~ Submitted by his family

B. DAVID HODGE
1952 – 2013
B. David Hodge, 61, passed away on December 14, 2013, at his 
home. David was born on February 6, 1952, in Ocala, FL. He 
was raised in Florida and earned his M.A. of Divinity at Asbury 
Theological Seminary in Wilmore, KY. 

David married Patricia Walters Hodge in Knoxville, TN, on 
October 8, 1993, and moved to Carlsbad in 2003.
He served in the U.S. Navy from 1971–1973. In 1987, he 
re-entered the armed forces and served as a U.S. Army Chaplain 

during Operation Desert Storm and also in Bosnia. He retired in November 2003.
“Chappy” is an ordained member of the Holston Conference of The United Methodist 

Church and has been pastor to several churches throughout the state of Tennessee. At the time 
of his passing, he attended Epworth United Methodist Church.

He is preceded in death by his sister, Deborah E. Lackey, and is survived by his wife, 
Patricia Hodge. A memorial service was held Thursday, December 19, at Epworth United 
Methodist Church with Rev. Phil Huston officiating. The Carlsbad Veteran’s Honor Guard 
performed military honors.
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WILLIAM H. LASSITER
1936 – 2014
Reverend William H. “Bill” Lassiter, 77, died January 25, 
2014, at Erlanger Hospital in Chattanooga, TN. Bill was born 
November 10, 1936, in Sullivan County, TN, and was adopted at 
the age of 11 months by Ernest and Hilda (Cantrell) Lassiter and 
went to live in Smithville, TN.

Over the years, Bill worked as a Public Relations 
Representative for the Tennessee Game and Fish Commission 
in Nashville, Jackson, and Knoxville, TN. His career in 

broadcasting included radio stations in Winchester, Cowan, and Chattanooga, TN. Bill was 
also a sports writer and outdoor columnist for the Chattanooga Times Free-Press. 

Bill graduated from Dekalb County High School and attended Martin Methodist College. 
He received his B.A. from Tennessee Wesleyan in 1970, and his Master of Divinity from 
Emory University in 1973, as well as his Doctor of Divinity in 1975. Bill was ordained as 
an Elder in The United Methodist Church June 13, 1974. He served in the Cleveland and 
Chattanooga districts for over 30 years. After his retirement from ministry, Bill was involved 
in church ministry at Holly Avenue UMC until his death. Two of Bill’s former church 
members accepted God’s call to ministry in The United Methodist Church.

Bill is survived by his wife, Sally (Miller) Lassiter; daughter, Kathryn Murphy; son, Tom 
Lassiter and stepsons, Tommy Harney and Logan Carmichael; several grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

Bill loved people and his special gift was his smile and positive attitude. He was known by 
the children in the church as “Mr. Bill” and was a great role model to all. After his retirement, 
Bill loved to fish, watch the wildlife, and spend time with his pets at his home on the lake. 
One of his greatest accomplishments was the publication of his book, The Lonesome Goose 
and Other Stories, in 2012.

A celebration of Bill’s life was held on January 28, 2014, at Holly Avenue UMC in South 
Pittsburg with the Rev. Michael Johnson and the Rev. Joe Moore officiating.

 ~ Submitted by his family

DAVID ALLEN LAWRENCE
1938 – 2014
David Allen Lawrence was born May 3, 1938, in E. St. Louis, IL, 
and he grew up in Columbus, MS, as the oldest of four children. 
He played four sports in high school and received a football 
scholarship to Millsaps College. He graduated in 1960 and went 
on to Candler School of Theology at Emory University where 
he graduated in 1963. He was ordained on May 2, 1963, at St. 
Matthews UMC, Kingsport, by Bishop Short.

David served weekend student pastorates and began with 
Harrison Bay, Chattanooga. After he married Louise Lowry of Forest, MS, in 1960, David was 
sent to Jones Chapel, Carlock Circuit at Etowah and Athens, TN. David was assigned to Unity 
Circuit at Cleveland, TN, for a year and to Virginia Avenue UMC, Knoxville for three years.

His next pastorate was his longest. He remained ten years at Oakwood UMC and was sent 
on to Wheeler UMC, Blountville.



431MEMOIRS

David and family returned to Knoxville and served six years at Halls, Central. He went to 
Middlesettlements UMC, Maryville for six years and then to Fincastle UMC, LaFollette for 
three years. His last appointment was Bethel UMC Amherst, Knoxville. 

David became a bi-lateral amputee from diabetes and was 64 years old when he retired 
in 2002. He served as a United Methodist minister for 50 years. David and Louise retired to 
Ethelsville, AL. He passed away on January 10, 2014, at Regency Hospital, Meridian, MS.

Rev. Lawrence is survived by his wife, Louise Lowry Lawrence, Ethelsville, AL; son, 
Steven Lawrence, St. Petersburg, FL; daughter, Helen L. Freeman, Dayton, TN; sister, 
Jeanne Atkins, Ethelsville, AL; sister-in-law, Carla Lowry of Georgetown, TX; brother, John 
Lawrence, LaGrange, Ga; four grandchildren and numerous nieces and nephews.

~ Submitted by his family

BILLY RAY LICHLYTER, SR.
1942 – 2014
Billy Ray Lichlyter, Sr., was born on December 2, 1942, in 
Tellico Plains, TN. He was the son of Noah and Ella Mae 
(Former) Lichlyter. Bill was a graduate of Tellico Plains High 
School, Walters State Community College, and Duke Divinity 
School.

He is survived by his wife, Linda (Gray) Lichlyter and 
their three children Melissa, Stacia, and Billy, Jr., and seven 
grandchildren.

Bill was a man of quiet courage who loved the Lord and loved to lead people to the Lord. 
After his retirement he was busy serving those less fortunate, or those simply going through 
a difficult time, at Elisha’s Food Pantry in White Pine, TN. Bill had a special love and 
compassion for the patrons of the pantry and ministered to them by sharing God’s Word each 
week.

One of Bill’s favorite pastimes was riding his Honda Silver Wing bike and organizing riding 
groups at various churches he served in the Holston Conference.

Bill was dearly loved and is missed by his wife and family and his church family. His 
devotion to the Lord and to his family is a lasting legacy not to be forgotten by family and 
friends.

Bill died on January 14, 2014, and was buried in Tellico Plains, TN, on January 18. A 
celebration of life service was held on January 19, 2014, at Freedom Fellowship in White 
Pine, TN. Officiating clergy were Dr. David Barnett, Scott Childs, and Will Scott.

Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh: is there anything too hard for me? 
Jeremiah 32:27 KJV ~ Submitted by his family
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CLARENCE V. MCCALL, JR.
1933 – 2013
Clarence V. McCall, Jr., was born on February 14, 1933, at 
Broadford, VA. His father was Clarence V. McCall, Sr., and his 
mother was Lovella (Whitely) McCall. They later moved to 
North Tazewell, VA, where Clarence was educated. He graduated 
from Tazewell High School in 1949.

In 1950, Clarence enrolled at Hiwassee College, in 
Madisonville, TN. He attended Hiwassee College for two years, 
receiving his Associate of Arts degree. While at Hiwassee 

College, he was called to be a minister. Robert Hilton was the chaplain at Hiwassee College 
while Clarence was there and served as an inspiration and encouraging factor for young 
Clarence.

After graduation, Clarence became a student at Emory & Henry College, where he 
continued his path in the ministry. In 1954, while still a student, he married the love of his life, 
Ella Casey of Richlands, VA.

Emory University in Atlanta was the next educational stop for the McCalls. Clarence 
received his Master of Theology in 1958, and his Master of Arts in 1965, both from 
the Candler School of Theology. Clarence’s first churches were in Whitwell, TN, in the 
Chattanooga District. While serving in Whitwell, he and Ella’s family grew with the birth of 
Victoria Jane, January 5, 1960, and Anne Casey, April 13, 1962. Upon leaving Whitwell, the 
McCall’s moved to Plasterco, VA, for 2 years.

In 1964, Hiwassee College was experiencing a season of growth. More students led to 
more teachers, a position Clarence had long thought he would like to pursue. For the next 36 
years, Clarence taught, counseled, encouraged, worshipped with, cried and laughed with his 
beloved students. Even as a teacher, he did not put aside his ceaseless appreciation of learning 
and education for himself and in 1980 he graduated from the University of Tennessee with a 
Doctorate in Education. He retired from teaching in 2000. In 2013, he was elected Board of 
Governors Emeritus of the Hiwassee College Alumni Association.

Clarence and Ella moved to Athens, GA, in September of 2010, to be closer to their 
daughters and three grandchildren. Clarence never lost his love of Volunteer football, going to 
the beach, listening to music, singing, walking, attending church, enjoying sunshine, laughing, 
and most of all his family.

On December 16, 2013, after a life of earthly service, Clarence answered the Lord’s call to 
return to his reward. He passed quietly and with peace, knowing he would now be singing in a 
Heavenly choir. His teaching continues.

~ Submitted by his family
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DONALD S. MOORE
1924 – 2014
The Reverend Donald Moore of Maryville TN, husband, father, 
grandfather, and mentor, passed away peacefully Sunday, 
March16, 2014, at the ripe age of 90. 

His sense of adventure and faith in God led to a full and 
rewarding life, from an East Tennessee farm boy to a B-17 
belly-gunner in WWII; a Methodist missionary with the Iban 
tribe in the jungles of Sarawak in Southeast Asia, and in Africa 
with the people of the Congo (formerly Zaire) in Kinshasa 

and Lubumbashi; and a Methodist minister for many Holston Conference churches in East 
Tennessee. He received a BA in History from the University of Tennessee and a Masters 
of Divinity from Emory University. His greatest achievement was his marriage to Bettie Jo 
Harrison who accompanied him from the snake-infested jungles of the mission field to the 
welcoming communities of East Tennessee and generally kept him in line. As a minister, Don 
enjoyed sharing his learning and his distinct sense of humor with everyone. 

He was preceded in death by his beloved Bettie, and is survived by three children; Donna 
(Dave) Collins of Lynchburg, VA, Stacy (Matt) Lynch of Fayetteville, NC, and Russell Moore 
of Mansfield, TX, and seven grandchildren; sister-in-law, Nathaline McCartha of Chapin, SC. 

Funeral services were held Friday, March 21, 2014 at Farrar Funeral Home Chapel with 
Rev. Gerald Sanders and Rev. Larry DeVault officiating. Interment followed at Ebenezer 
Cemetery.

KYLE OVERTON
1933 – 2014
Kyle Overton was born in Pontiac, MI, on February 24, 1933, to 
Charles and Nola (Longmire) Overton. He grew up in Knoxville, 
TN, graduated from Central High School in 1950, and soon after 
served two years in the United States Army. After returning to 
Knoxville, he entered the University of Tennessee and graduated 
with a Bachelor’s Degree. Soon after his graduating, he was 
employed by Retail Credit Company and the State of Tennessee 
as a Parole Officer at Brushy Mountain Penitentiary.

Kyle was a faithful member of Emerald Avenue UMC from his youth. It was there he was 
called into the ministry. He served University Avenue UMC in Knoxville for 2 years and then 
moved to Atlanta, GA, to attend seminary at Emory University’s Candler School of Theology 
where he received a Master of Divinity Degree.

He began his fulltime ministry serving United Methodist churches in Greeneville, TN, and 
Dryden, VA. After these ministries, he decided to further his education by attending a Clinical 
Pastoral Education program in Harlan, KY, to train for the chaplaincy. After this program, he 
moved to Columbia, SC, to work for Epworth Children’s Home.

After ten years there, he returned to Tennessee and Holston Conference to serve as pastor 
of Trentville UMC, Lonsdale UMC, and Chestnut Hill UMC. He retired in 1998, returned to 
Knoxville, and settled in the Halls area. He returned to Emerald Avenue UMC, took an active 
part, and assisted the ministers there when needed. 

Kyle married Carolyn Laugherty in 1956 and they had two children: Mark Alan Overton 
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and Marty Marie Alexander. Kyle and Carolyn were married for 57 years.
Kyle participated in several community clubs and was an usher for the University of 

Tennessee men’s basketball team and Lady Vols basketball, softball, and soccer teams. He was 
a member of MENSA.

After a long illness, Kyle died January 25, 2014. He was buried January 29, 2014, at 
Greenwood Cemetery in Knoxville. Due to inclement weather, the Celebration of Life Service 
had to be postponed until February 22, 2014. The service was at Emerald Avenue UMC 
with Rev. Ben Padgett of Ft. Payne, AL; Rev. James R. Bailes of Emerald Avenue UMC, 
Knoxville, TN; Rev. Robert Bean of Emerald Avenue UMC, Knoxville, TN; and Rev. John 
Ripley, a retired minister of Holston Conference officiating.

~ Submitted by his family

ROBERT STINSON POWERS
1928 – 2014
Rev. Robert Stinson Powers served the Church he loved all of 
his life from his salvation at age eight to his death at age 85. He 
was a full-time pastor in the Holston Conference for 40 years, 
leading 26 churches in three different states. In one appointment, 
he had seven churches. He also served as Director of the Wesley 
Foundation at Clinch Valley College in Wise, VA, and it was 
during his tenure that the current building was built. 

“Brother Bob” was born on Election Day, Nov. 5, 1928. 
He used to joke that his mother only missed voting in one presidential election. His parents 
were Thomas Benton Powers and Amy Lee (Stinson) Powers, and he had three older sisters: 
Florence Thompson Walker, Lois Bowie, and Erma Runals. Bob graduated from Grundy High 
School, Grundy, VA (1946), from Emory & Henry College (1950), and from Candler School 
of Theology (1953). He was admitted to the Holston Conference as a probationer in 1951, 
ordained a deacon in 1952, and ordained an elder in 1953.  

He met his future wife, Carol Ann Force, at Emory & Henry College and married her three 
years later. Their three children are Peggy Powers, a volunteer serving in Jerusalem; John 
Powers, music director for Kingsley UMC in Kingsport; and Lucy Wetherington and husband 
Charles in Knoxville. Lucy and Charlie have four children: Alicia, Alexander, Libby, and Debi 
Wetherington, and Brother Bob certainly enjoyed being “Grandpa.”

Bob Powers enjoyed music and singing and joined the choirs in the churches he served. He 
wanted people to fall in love with Jesus, and he prayed that when he was in the pulpit, he could 
step back from the spotlight and let the congregation see the Savior and His love for them. 
He had a passion for youth ministry and camping ministry, being actively involved in them 
throughout his ministry. He was also a leader in the Town and Country Commission of the 
1950’s and 1960’s. He was proud of the connectionalism of the UMC, and one of his favorite 
words was “united.” He was always “mission-minded” and taught his churches to support all 
“their pastors” through their Conference giving. Many folk will remember his love of gadgets 
and computers and how he carried $2 bills all the time. He was a generous person who shared 
his money freely with ministries and neighbors in need. His children have set up a fund through 
the Holston Conference Foundation in his memory to support the scholarships of the Kingsport 
District UM Fellowship. 

Bob lived his last six years at West Hills Health and Rehab, a nursing home on Middlebrook 
Pike in Knoxville. He was quite sick his final six weeks there and died of aspiration pneumonia 
on February 6, 2014. His memorial service was held at the church he attended and supported 
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for 21 years, Washington Pike UM Church, the congregation into which his wife was born and 
to which they retired together in 1993. Revs. Pat Polis and Bob Hamilton led the congregation 
on February 15, in scripture, song, and memories as they praised God and thanked Him for His 
faithful servant, Bob Powers. ~ Submitted by his family

HUGH DEAN RATLEDGE
1937 – 2014
My dad was born June 10, 1937, in Friendsville, TN, to James 
Thomas Ratledge and Mary Elizabeth (Long) Ratledge. He 
attended and graduated high school in Friendsville. He went into 
the U.S. Navy, serving on the USS Forrestal. After completing 
his duties there, he moved to Surgoinsville, where he met and 
married Imogene (Cooper) Ratledge on January 13, 1962. They 
have two daughters, Rhonda and Tammy, three granddaughters 
and one grandson. He was very active in the lives of his children 

and grandchildren. In 1976, he received his license to preach. He took courses at Hiwassee 
College and Emory. Dad loved to farm and raise vegetables to sell at the farmers’ market. 
After many years of working at AGC Glass, farming and pastoring various churches, dad 
retired. He continued to be active in church as song leader, Sunday School teacher, and 
filling in when needed to preach. Before he got sick, he assisted in my sister’s and two of the 
grandchildren’s baptisms. In the last few months of his life, I saw him most upset because he 
was not able to attend church. After celebrating 52 years of marriage on January 13, 2014, 
my dad went home to be with the Lord on January 16, 2014. His funeral was held at Johnson 
Funeral Home, Church Hill, TN with the Reverend Chris Castle officiating. He was buried in 
Bethel Cemetery on January 19, 2014, with military services. Just 46 days later, my mother 
Imogene followed him home. ~ Submitted by his family

JOHN L. RHOADS 
1927 – 2014
John Lewis Rhoads Sr., age 86, of Kingston, passed away 
Wednesday, January 29, 2014 at his home. He was born 
December 23, 1927, in St. Albans, WV, the son of George Lucien 
Rhoads and Margaret Volmer Rhoads. He was a veteran of WWII 
serving with the United States Coast Guard. 

Rev. Rhoads was a minister with the Holston United Methodist 
Conference for 40 years, serving many churches during his 
service to the church. He enjoyed traveling and writing poetry. 

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his first wife, Bettie Rhoads in 1994; 
sons, John L. Rhoads Jr. and Steven Rhoads; daughter, Diane Rhoads; brothers, George L. 
Rhoads Jr. and James W. Rhoads and Maylon Rhoads; and sisters and their spouses, Martha M 
(Okey) Reed, Mary E. (Fred) Irwin and Ruth J. (Walter) Mollohan. He is survived by his wife 
of 18 years, Helen M. Rhoads; son, Thomas E. Rhoads and wife Debbie of Powell; stepsons, 
Dean Perry and wife Linda, Randy Perry and Micky Perry, all of Knoxville; daughter, 
Patricia Rhoads of Blountville; sisters-in-law, Mae Rhoads of Radford, VA, Beatrice Rhoads 
of Orange Park, FL, and Joann Rhoads of Charleston, WV; 11 grandchildren and 4 great 
grandchildren. The funeral was held at Weatherford Mortuary with the Rev. Kenny Faught 
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officiating. The burial followed at Oak Ridge Memorial Park. Pallbearers were Danny Rhoads, 
Joe Trojanowski, Robin Holt, Micky Perry, Dean Perry and Randy Perry. 

RALPH E. RIVERS
1940 – 2013
Rev. Dr. Ralph E. Rivers passed away on December 16, 2013, 
in Riceville, TN. He was born February 17, 1940, to Ralph 
W. and Minnie Ruth (Smith) Rivers in Lake Panasoffkee, FL. 
He married Sharon A. Sebekow Rivers January 1, 1988. He is 
survived by wife Sharon, children Robin Anne Benton, Charles 
Kenneth Miller, Jr., and Jason Scott Miller.

He graduated from Coral Gables High School and attended 
Florida State University, Mercer University, Emory University 

and Candler School of Theology. He was awarded an honorary doctorate degree from Coral 
Ridge Bible College and Seminary. Ralph served in Georgia at Barton Chapel, 1976; College 
Park, 1979; Christ, 1980; Campbellton, 1980; Buchanan, 1982; and Emerson, 1983 as a 
student/local pastor.

Ralph was admitted to Florida Conference in 1985, ordained as full member in 1991. He 
served at Lady Lake and Oxford, 1985; Lady Lake 1989; Okeechobee, First, 1993; Roseland, 
1996; Melbourne, Wesley, 1999; North Ft. Meyers, Good Shepherd, 2001. He served in 
various positions on conference boards and agencies. He retired in 2008.

After retirement, he pastored Mt. Olivet, Goodfield, and Mt. Carmel, Decatur, TN, 2010.
Ralph had been active in the Civil Air Patrol, Ranger Corp before his retirement. He was 

talented in photography and music.
Ralph passed away at home December 16, 2013, of cancer. A memorial service was held 

December 19, 2013, at Mt. Carmel, Decatur, TN, with Rev. Joe Green, DS, and Rev. Hugh 
Bryan officiating. A graveside service was held at Pine Level Cemetery, Oxford, FL, with Rev. 
Bill Kennedy officiating. ~ Submitted by his family

CALVIN SAM TABOR, SR.
1939 – 2013
Calvin Sam Tabor, Sr., was born December 23, 1939, in 
Boissevain, VA. His parents were Joe and Norma Blankenship 
Tabor. After finishing high school at Pocahontas, he served three 
years in the U.S. Army. He worked in the mines approximately 
20 years as an electrician.

He was married to the late Phyllis Tabor. They had three 
children, Pam, Regina, and Sam, Jr., four grandchildren, and three 
great-grandchildren.

Calvin accepted Jesus and was baptized in 1967. Calvin’s mother told him at an early age 
that she felt like he would be called to preach someday. She passed away at an early age.

Calvin had an Associate Degree from New River Community College. He attended 
Northeast State Community College. He completed six years at Duke University. He became 
licensed to preach and later was ordained as a Deacon in 1976. He was elected an Associate 
Member in 1990.

Calvin pastored 20 churches during his ministry. He was assigned to his first circuit in 1974 
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at Staffordville, then Rocky Gap in 1977. Later he went to the Kingsport District and pastored 
five more churches.

After losing his first wife to cancer, he met his wife, Roberta Hobbs. Calvin was preaching a 
funeral and she was singing. They were married November 5, 2005, at Ross Campground with 
Fred Dearing officiating. They had a wonderful and blessed marriage.

Calvin has been a wonderful father to his children Eric and Tanya. They loved him so very 
much. He was a caring, humble, loving, and precious person. Not only did his family love him 
so very much, but everyone who met him loved him.

Calvin was a great storyteller, entertaining many in his home as they listened to his stories 
and his experiences in his ministry. He kept everyone laughing.

Calvin enjoyed all the church functions, and especially the children and teens.
Calvin retired in 2008, but continued to pastor Valley Center until his death. He loved 

to travel, but did not like to leave his churches for very long. He enjoyed fishing with the 
grandchildren, loved music, entertaining the church family and his family at his home, and he 
loved cooking and helping in the kitchen.

Before his health worsened, he would mow elderly people’s yards, visit the nursing homes, 
and help feed the people. He never wanted to see anyone go hungry. He served as a Chaplain 
at Holston Valley medical for several years. He ran five miles a day before his health declined.

His favorite thing to do was to study and research the Bible. He studied four hours a day 
and brought wonderful messages.

Calvin was admitted to Holston Valley Hospital December 27, 2013, with pneumonia. The 
last three years of his life had worsened with diabetes, heart problems, COPD, and a light 
stroke. 

His funeral was at Carter-Trent Funeral Home Chapel Friday, January 3, 2014, with burial at 
Herman UMC Cemetery the following day. Rev. David Graves and Rev. Ray Amos officiated.

Calvin preached his last message December 22, 2013, at Valley Center. He ended with, 
“I may not be here much longer, but there’s one thing I know is where I’m going and that is 
Heaven.” His favorite Bible verses were John 3:16 and John 14:1-3. He has left a legacy of 
faith, hope and love!

~ Submitted by his wife, Roberta

STANLEY REUBEN WILLIAMS
1946 – 2013
Stanley Reuben Williams was a pastor more than twenty-
two years. He was always sensitive to the concerns of 
women, children, families, and the needs and problems of 
the disenfranchised regardless of race, ethnicity, or religion. 
Stanley was constantly adding to the scope of Eastdale Village 
Community, Inc.

Stanley R. Williams was the founder of the Village Learning 
and Day Care Center, wherein he sponsored an annual back-to-

school drive for under-privileged students and an annual Christmas party for children whose 
parents were unable to provide them Christmas gifts.

Stanley R. Williams was a champion and defender of the poor. He used his gifts and talents 
to reach out to those who were in need, marginalized, and dehumanized.

Stanley R. Williams’ ministries provided caring services to the least, lost, and left out. His 
vision was carried through a transition house for those who needed another chance and a 
helping hand.
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Stanley R. Williams was truly blessed with golden opportunities to be the pastor at Eastdale 
Village Community UMC for almost seventeen years. We are grateful and consider him and 
his life an honor.

“Thank you, God, for allowing me to be a servant leader to the people.”
~ Submitted by his family

Clergy Spouses

SCARLETT MARIE BLEVINS
1941 – 2013
Scarlett Marie Reedy Blevins, 72, of Troutdale, died September 1, 2013 at her home. She was 
born March 28, 1941 in Rugby, to the late Grace Gualtney and Charlie Reedy. 

Scarlett was a wonderful woman and pastor’s wife. She was extremely supportive and 
helpful in every way. One D.S. referred to us as a team, and we were. She loved the Lord and 
worked with the congregation, especially children. She had a special gift for music and used it 
to praise the Lord. We all miss her deeply, but the pain is lessened by knowing she completed 
her journey and is waiting for us.

Survivors include her husband, Rev. Ken Blevins of the home; two daughters and spouse, 
Teresa Sells of the home and Tammy and Kyle Roberts of Troutdale, VA; son and spouse, 
Dennis and Sandy Hill of Troutdale; step-daughter and spouse, Sheila B. and Shawn Stone of 
Hillsville, VA; Foster son: Patrick Snyder of Wytheville, VA; grandchildren, Joey and Stacy 
Sells, Jon and Christy Sells and Jenny Hill; step-grandchildren, Cody Osborne, Emma Stone, 
Jordan Stone and McKenzie Stone; special friends, Kathryn Cruise and Lucille Wyatt. 

Her funeral service was held September 3, 2013, at the Reins-Sturdivant Funeral Home 
Chapel in Independence, VA, with the Rev. Bill Shupe and the Rev. Bob Cheeks officiating. 
Burial was in the Bald Rock Cemetery in Troutdale, VA.

~ Submitted by her husband, Rev. Kenneth Blevins

CARRIE LOU SMELSER CARTER
1930 – 2013
After a long battle with Alzheimer’s disease, Carrie Lou 
went home to be with her Heavenly Father on Monday, 
September 23, 2013. She was born in Knoxville, TN, on June 15, 
1930. She was the daughter of John and Beulah Smelser. 
She grew up in the Fountain City Methodist Church.

Carrie attended Fountain City Elementary School, crossed 
the street and graduated from Central High School in May of 
1948. Carrie met Edwin C. Carter, Jr., at her first full-time job. 

They were married four years later on June 1, 1952. Ed was in the Navy medics at the time, 
stationed at the Naval Hospital in Portsmouth, VA. After their wedding, they returned to 
Portsmouth. Carrie worked for the City of Portsmouth Chamber of Commerce while they lived 
there. They have two daughters, Cheryl Ann Carter, the Gifted Coordinator at Jasper Middle 
School in Georgia; Martha Carol Routh, a kindergarten teacher at Sterchi Elementary School in 
Knoxville. Martha is married to John W. Routh.

Carrie became an accountant and served as Director of Student Affairs at Hiwassee College 
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while Ed was in seminary and pastor of three churches on the Vonore Methodist Circuit. She 
was secretary to Dr. Mervin Seymour in the Chattanooga District of The United Methodist 
Church. She moved to Knoxville with her husband and later became the Director of the Holston 
Conference Board of Pensions and Health Care of The United Methodist Church. She later took 
tax classes at UT night school in order to help United Methodist pastors who asked her for help 
on their taxes.

Carrie was a delegate to the Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference in July 1984 and 1988. 
She was the first woman from the SEJC elected to the General Board of Directors of Pensions 
and Health Care in 1984. She served two terms from 1984 to 1992. Carrie was elected 
Secretary her last term. She also served on the Architectural Committee when the General 
Board moved from Chicago to Evanston, IL. Carrie was a member of the first Wesleyan 
Service Guild for young women at Fountain City Methodist Church in 1948. As a young 
woman, she was a Sunday School teacher and Junior League Counselor. She has served in 
every capacity of the United Methodist Women but refused president of that organization many 
times due to work and other obligations.

Carrie is survived by Ed, her husband of 61 years, her daughters, Cheryl (Sherry) and 
Martha, her brother, John Smelser, Jr., and sister, Jo Ann Brown, her grandchildren, Rusty 
McCauley (Catalina-wife), Carter Routh, and Carol Ann Routh, her great-granddaughter, 
Braelyn McCauley and great-grandson, Beckham McCauley, other family members and a host 
of friends. ~ Submitted by her family

VIVIAN KANEY DEHART
1955 – 2014
Vivian Kaney DeHart, 58, of Christiansburg, passed away on 
Sunday, February 23, 2014, at the Lewis Gale Montgomery 
Hospital. She was preceded in death by her parents, James and 
Mildred Kaney. 

She is survived by her loving husband of 28 years, Charles 
DeHart; the honor of a son, David C. DeHart; and a daughter, 
Cathleen M. North; sister, Tina M. Melton and her husband, 
Matt; and their daughter, Olivia; brothers-in-law, Earl R. 

DeHart, Jr., and Eric N. DeHart; sister-in-law, Kay E. Cash; step-mother, Essie Lee Kaney; 
grandchildren, Gabriel DeHart and Megan North. Also, a special word of thanks goes to her 
lifelong girlfriend since first grade, Kay C. Austell of Kernersville, NC. 

Viv belonged to the Navy ROTC at North Augusta, SC High School and was greatly 
honored to be the first female to be ranked – she earned the top rank of Lt. Commander. Her 
early passion was teaching, and she taught in North Augusta, SC, and in Miami-Dade County 
in FL. She served as a Pharmacist Tech for 10 years; a Patient Advocate in the E.R. for two 
years at DeKalb General Hospital, Decatur, GA. As a pastor’s wife, she excelled in fulfilling 
that role for the next 24 years, and retired with Charles in Greeneville, TN, in 2009. Relocating 
to Christiansburg in June 2009, the DeHarts were proud to unite with St. Paul UMC. 

A Memorial Service was conducted on Tuesday, March 4, 2014, in the St. Paul UMC 
sanctuary to celebrate her life well lived. Officiating were Rev. Michael J. Copeland and Rev. 
Doug Kanney. ~ Submitted by her family
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ANN LOEFFLER GROGG
1944 – 2013
Ann Loeffler Grogg passed away on July 14, 2013, at The 
Hospice Care Center in Chattanooga, TN, after a courageous 
struggle with pancreatic cancer. Ann was born March 19, 1944, 
in Oklahoma City, OK, the daughter of Norman Frederick 
Loeffler, Sr., and Harriet Eloise (Longtin) Loeffler. She graduated 
from Putnam City High School in Oklahoma City, where she 
played French horn in the band and met friends with whom she 
maintained contact throughout her life. A descendent of Chief 

Pushmataha of the Choctaw Nation, she was very proud of her Native American heritage, and 
she never lost her love of the wind-blown prairie and American West.

Ann met her future husband, the Reverend Gary W. Grogg, at Asbury College and they 
were married on September 2, 1964, in Oklahoma City, OK. She was a supportive part of 
her husband’s forty-year career as a Holston Conference minister and was active in the many 
churches of which she was a member. She often sang in the church choirs and participated in 
short-term mission trips. Ann received a Bachelor of Arts in Education from East Tennessee 
State University (with honors) and a Master of Arts in Education from Berry College (with 
honors). A dedicated elementary school teacher for more than 30 years, she influenced and 
enriched countless children’s lives in Kentucky, Tennessee, and Georgia. She was a member 
of Alpha Delta Kappa, the international honorary organization for women educators, was 
honored as Teacher of the Year at Cherokee Ridge Elementary School in Walker County, GA, 
and continued to tutor and assist former students and colleagues into her retirement.

In retirement, Ann and Gary were able to travel around the world, picking up t-shirts and 
souvenirs for the grandchildren in such far-away locales as Norway and Antarctica and many 
places in between. Ann is fondly remembered for her fiery red hair, her love of laughter and 
fun and shopping, her passion for teaching, her commitment to her faith, and her devotedness 
to her family. Ann never met a stranger; she could (and did) talk to anyone and we all loved 
her for it. She was preceded in death by her parents and her brother, Norman F. Loeffler, Jr. 
She is survived by her husband, the Rev. Gary W. Grogg; daughters, Amy L. Grogg and Jill 
E. Grogg; son-in-law, Jeff Weddle; and grandchildren, Gus Weddle, Harper Ann Weddle, 
and Sophie Grogg. A private graveside service was held on July 16, 2013, at the Tennessee-
Georgia Memorial Park in Walker County, GA, where she is buried. A memorial service of 
celebration was held Saturday, July 20, 2013, at Christ UMC in Chattanooga, TN, with Dr. 
Matt Hampton, the Rev. James Fillingim, and Dr. B.R. Martin officiating. 

~ Submitted by her family
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MARY JO HEARD
1945 – 2013 
Mary Jo Heard, age 68 of Sevierville, passed away Wednesday, 
July 24, 2013. She was a member of Roberts UMC but was also 
active with her husband Fred at Murp hy’s Chapel and Luretta 
UMC. Mrs. Heard ministered alongside her husband of 42 years 
and was involved in many church organizations. She was known 
for her gifts and cards that she gave to so many. Mrs. Heard loved 
to play the piano and sing. She brought joy to all those around her.

Mary Jo Heard was preceded in death by her father, Carl 
Loy. Her survivors include husband Rev. Fred Heard; son, Jack Heard and wife Joy; daughter, 
Tammy Carpenter and husband Steven; grandchildren: Taylor, Bryson, Gabie, Seth, Sarah, 
Silas, Salem; mother: Helen Loy; sisters: Linda Bradshaw and husband Gaines, Cheryl Hatcher 
and husband Dennis, Kathy Jackson and husband Mark, Lisa Stewart and husband Bill; one 
niece and several nephews; several aunts and uncles.

A Going-Home Celebration was held Saturday, July 27, in the chapel of Atchley Funeral 
Home with Rev. Charles Maynard officiating. Burial was at Sherwood Cemetery, Maryville, TN.

~ Submitted by her family

SARA D. HENSLEY
1945 – 2013
Sara D. Hutchins was born in Wadesboro, NC, on January 13, 1945, and moved to Carthage, 
MO, before beginning her junior high school days.

On a blind date in 1960, she and Bruce Hensley began their 50-year relationship. In June 
1963, she married Bruce and four years later she assumed the role of pastor’s wife as Bruce 
accepted the office of pastor.

In the 1970s, she helped her husband in the Missouri West Conference and in 1978-79 
helped her husband serve as a guest pastor in a church of 3,600 members at Central Assembly 
of God.

In 1987, under the guidance of Bishop Eutsler, she helped pack up her family and moved to 
Tennessee to become a part of the Holston Conference.

For the next few years she was busy helping with the different UMW’s at Wears Valley, 
Pleasant Hill, Walden’s Creek, Union Grove, Jones Chapel, Wesleyanna, Mosheim Central, 
Mt. Pleasant, Strawberry Plains, St. Johns, Charleston, Valley Head, Black Fox, and South 
Cleveland. While at the Sevierville Parish, she opened the parsonage each week to a Bible 
study attended by members from all four churches in the parish. 

In every charge where her husband pastored, she became known as a “prayer warrior” and 
spent up to five hours every day in prayer. She enjoyed making house calls with her husband 
and was good at sensing the needs of the parishioners.

Her greatest joy was helping people know Jesus in a real and relevant way. This was 
not only accomplished here in the USA but in foreign countries through her involvement 
with Volunteers in Missions. In 2001, she and her husband Bruce were interviewed by the 
Conference and approved to become fulltime missionaries to Argentina. 

Two years before her death she wrote the book, Baby Hold On To The Dove, published by 
Xulon Press. This book shows the importance of developing a close relationship with the Holy 
Spirit.
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Sara suffered with heart problems for five years before her death but she continued 
teaching, praying, and sharing her love for Jesus until she died of congestive heart failure 
on June 15, 2013. At the time of her death, Sara Hensley was on staff at the International 
Worship Center in Cleveland, TN. The IWC is made up of Hispanics from 23 different 
countries. She was responsible for the English speaking Bible Class on Wednesday night, 
conducting three prayer meetings each week, and counseling young married women.

She was married to Bruce for fifty years and one week.
She leaves behind her husband Bruce, a daughter Beth, a son Ethan, and four 

grandchildren. ~ Submitted by her family

EULA M. TILLER
1928 – 2013
Eula M. Tiller, age 85, of Knoxville, TN, passed away Sunday, 
October 20, 2013, at Physicians Regional Medical Center. She 
was an active member of Lincoln Park Community United 
Methodist Church since 1958. Survivors include her husband 
of 69 years, Rev. John A. Tiller, Knoxville; daughter and 
son-in-law, Donna and Daryll Jeffries, Knoxville; son and 
daughter-in-law, Edward R. and Phyllis J. Tiller, Rockford; 
five grandchildren; 11 great-grandchildren; four great-great 

grandchildren; three sisters; and one brother. 
A funeral service was held Wednesday, October 23, 2013, at Lincoln Park Community 

UMC with Reverend John Gargis officiating. A graveside service followed at Lynnhurst 
Cemetery. 

Surviving Spouses

FOY EVELYN WRIGHT ARNOLD-KETNER
1917 – 2013
Foy Evelyn Wright Amold-Ketner, a lifelong resident of 
East Tennessee, went home to be with the Lord Monday, 
December 30, 2013, at the age of 96 in Palm Beach, FL. She 
passed away at the Palm Beach Gardens Hospice Medical Center 
in North Palm Beach, FL.

She was born November 26, 1917, in Middlesboro, KY, to 
the late George Hopkins and Myrtle Denny Wright. She married 
George Walter Arnold in 1934 and moved to Kingsport, TN. 

Together they were active members of the Highland Park Methodist Church until her husband 
became a minister in the Holston Conference. As the wife to a Methodist minister, she had an 
active life holding many positions in the church. Her love was teaching Sunday School and 
being in church choirs and music ministry. She also was a beloved teacher of kindergarten and 
the handicapped. Foy lived a life of dedication to her savior and her family. She was a member 
of the Fairhaven UMC in Jonesborough, TN.

In addition to her parents and seven siblings, she is preceded in death by her beloved 
husbands, the Rev. George W. Arnold and James R. Ketner, and an infant child George W. 
Arnold, Jr. Surviving is her brother, Wallace Wright and sisters, Eunice Sabet, Clarice Ellison, 
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and Mary Ruth McCreary. She has five surviving children: Audrey A. Burnett of Fancy Gap, 
VA, Hilda L. Fletcher of Tappahannock, VA, Phillip S. Arnold of Chester, VA, David E. 
Arnold of Jonesborough, TN, and Patricia L. Hafer of North Palm Beach, FL. She also leaves 
behind twelve grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren and they were the joy of her life. 
Although her family truly misses her, we know she is now rejoicing in Heaven, worshiping 
Jesus, and being reunited with her loved ones.

Mom was a loving wife, devoted mother, a proud grandmother and great-grandmother. She 
was a good citizen who gave of herself and her time to improve the lives of others. She loved 
life and all of its joys. She was an avid gardener and enjoyed travel and time with family. A 
large part of her life was devoted to others as she extended the right hand of Christian love and 
fellowship.

Many awards and honors came to Mom through her work with the physically and mentally 
handicapped. In essence, she became “mom” to many children in her care. She loved each 
child as though he were her own.

She is interred at the Washington County Memorial Gardens in Johnson City, TN. She has 
gone on to be with her beloved husbands and family. Mom is remembered for her love of God 
and family. It’s her time to rejoice. ~Submitted by her daughter, Audrey

EMILY BIM BUCHANAN
1924 – 2014
My Mamaw was born Emily Bim Russell on December 26, 
1924, in New Tazewell, TN. She attended Claiborne Co. High 
School but never finished. She didn’t need to finish school 
because God called her to a higher vocation as the wife of a 
preacher. It is true that God calls out special people to carry his 
word into the world. But Mamaw was an example that God calls 
out people in the world for all sorts of jobs.

From the moment she married my Papaw, George Lynch 
Buchanan, on March 20, 1942, she became the very embodiment of a preacher’s wife. She 
typed the bulletins and the marriage certificates. She kept his social calendar and made sure his 
suits were cleaned and pressed. She became the liaison between the women of the church and 
the church structure at a time when the role of women in the church was less public and less 
out-front. Without her, I am sure that my Papaw’s ministry would have been less effective. It is 
commonly known in our family that she never let Papaw leave the house with more money in 
his pocket than they could afford for him to give away. When he would go visiting, he would 
regularly buy meals and pay bills for his church members. She was on the front pew every 
Sunday and worked with Papaw as his assistant and soul mate.

During their time in ministry, Mamaw and Papaw had two daughters, Virginia Jane and 
Frances Wylene. Each in turn raised their own families. Today each of their two daughters is 
heavily involved in their churches and each has raised children who are also in leadership roles 
in their churches. The connection to The United Methodist Church runs deeply in the family 
that Mamaw raised.

There was a period of time when my Papaw took some time off from the ministry. During 
that time, my grandparents lived on the Buchanan family farm and owned a flower shop 
in New Tazewell. Mamaw ran the shop while Papaw helped on the family farm. Mamaw’s 
family were business owners in New Tazewell and very influential in Claiborne County. 
Because she had seen how businesses were to be run at home growing up, she was a very 
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good businessperson and the flower shop really flourished under her leadership.
But her true vocation in life, the thing that God called her to be and to do, was to be a wife 

for George and a grandmother for her four grandchildren. We were the luckiest grandchildren 
in the world. Growing up I thought everybody had a grandmother like my Mamaw. She fed 
us our favorite foods, let us watch television ALL day, let us take every pillow and cushion 
in the parsonage to make a fort in the living room, and encouraged us to remember where 
we came from and to whom we belong. When she passed away on February 27, 2014, she 
left behind a legacy that is going strong. She will be missed but we all have been blessed to 
witness the passing of a child of God to a place where she can continue her work for Him 
who strengthens her. ~ Submitted by Joseph Payne, grandson

MARY LOU MANUEL CLEMONS
1926 – 2013 
Mary Lou Manuel Clemons was born April 29, 1926, and passed away at the age of 87, 
December 3, 2013, after a brief illness. Her beloved husband, Rev. Luther Troy Clemons, 
preceded her in death November 13, 1976. Mary Lou and Troy are the parents of Mary Etta 
Clemons, Sarah Clemons Koser, and Janet Clemons. She served alongside her husband in the 
Holston Conference at such charges as: Exeter and Imboden, VA; White Shoals, VA; Powell 
Valley, VA; Ceres, VA; Mechanicsburg, VA; Pikeville, TN; Castlewood, VA; and Bristol, 
TN. After her husband’s death, Mary Lou and her daughters moved back to Wytheville, VA, 
(where she and Troy were originally from) where she worked for over 30 years at Asbury 
Center at Birdmont (which is now Carrington Place). After moving back to Wytheville, Mary 
Lou and her daughters, Mary Etta and Janet, joined St. Paul UMC. At the time of her death, 
she was still somewhat serving in the Holston Conference as she assisted with the upkeep 
of the office of the Wytheville District Superintendent. Mary Lou lived a life of service, 
oftentimes doing things for others that no one knew about. She is greatly missed by her 
daughters and sons-in-law, church family at St. Paul, and other family members and friends.

~ Submitted by her family

GERTRUDE E. HAUN 
1926 – 2014
Gertrude Elizabeth Moore Haun, 87, of Greeneville, was a soldier 
of the cross who gently laid down her burden and caught a flight 
to Heaven on Friday, March 28, 2014. She was born October 
7, 1926, to the late George Raines Moore and the late Georgia 
Anderson Moore. 

Gertrude was the widow of the late Rev. Taylor Haun, her 
husband of 57 years, who passed on July 17, 1999. Throughout 
her life, she loved generously, cared deeply, and spoke kindly to 

those she encountered. Gertrude was an example to all who knew her and was a gracious and 
elegant lady. She lived each day to exemplify the love of Jesus Christ, and it was her desire for 
all to know him. She was an amazing hostess, who prepared lavish meals and entertained for 
her family, friends, and the ministry staff. She created a “Christ-centered home” that was felt 
by all who entered. 

Gertrude had a passion for gospel music. She traveled near and far to hear singing groups 
and sing songs that gave her courage, strength, and hope. She loved to sing herself and formed 
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a ladies’ trio when she lived in Cleveland. 
Gertrude lived by the words of their theme song: Try Jesus. She was an accomplished 

seamstress, making everything from drying cloths made from feed sacks to very fashionable 
clothes for herself and her girls, Ann and Eddie. 

When the beloved mother of Ann, Eddie, and Tommy passed away, we recalled her faith. 
She was often found with an open Bible in her hands, and its message of faith and trust were 
in her words. Although Mother could seem overzealous at times, her family understood she 
had our best interests at heart. 2 Corinthians 1:9 states: “But we had the sentence of death in 
ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead.” From the 
very portals of Heaven, Gertrude reminded her children where to place their trust from this 
quoted Scripture. 

She joined Mount Zion UMC in 1968 when her husband, Taylor, was sent by Holston 
Conference to minister to the congregation. About 46 years have passed, but she continued to 
cherish the fond memories of Mount Zion UMC and the people she met there until her death. 

Gertrude will be missed by all who know her, but the love and light she emitted will guide 
her family and friends through this difficult time. If she could have one wish, it would be for 
her family and friends to rejoice for her because she is home and reunited with her husband, 
the Rev. Taylor Haun. 

In addition to her husband and parents, she was preceded in death by two brothers: James 
“Booty” Moore and John Barnes Moore; and a sister: Patsy Jean Moore Logan. She is 
survived by three children: Ann McCamey and her husband, Wade; Eddie Yates and her 
husband, Curtis; and Tommy Haun. Other surviving relatives include her sister: Ann Moore 
Suits; a brother-in-law: Herman Logan and wife, Nancy; a sister-in-law: Ruth Moore; her 
grandchildren: Tonya Wilson and husband, Ryan; Todd McCamey and wife, Amanda; Trent 
Henry; and Debany Haun; great-grandchildren: Chloe and Butler Smith and Allie McCamey; 
several nieces and nephews, who were an important part of her family, and a very special 
caregiver: Heather Treadway, who was an angel that guarded her path daily with love, 
compassion, patience, and grace. 

A funeral service was held Monday, March 31, 2014, at Mount Zion UMC in Afton, with 
the Rev. Norman Wilhoit and the Rev. Kristen Burkhart officiating. 

~ Submitted by her family

EDNA RHOGENE KETRON HAYNES
1924 – 2013
Edna Rhogene Ketron Haynes was born March 18, 1924 in 
Scott County, VA, the youngest of the seven children of Herbert 
Wesley (H.W.) Ketron and Elizabeth (Bessie) Virginia Perry 
Ketron. She met her future husband, Robert Ray Haynes, Jr., in 
Sunday School at about age 15. World War II was on and many 
couples were marrying young. Ray and Edna were married 
August 24, 1940 … she was 16. Edna graduated high school in 
May 1941 as salutatorian. In November of that year their son, 

Olen Gale Haynes was born.
When Olen was about 11 months old, Ray and Edna recommitted their lives to Christ. As 

Ray grew spiritually, he felt the call of God into the ministry.
Ray was drafted into the military in 1944 and spent two years on occupation duty in Japan. 

After his return, they were appointed to Rose Hill, VA, to serve five churches and for Ray to 
pursue his undergraduate degree at Lincoln Memorial University. While at Rose Hill, they 
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received, by adoption, their first daughter, Betty Jean.
In 1957, they were appointed to serve three churches in Falling Water, WV, at which time 

Ray attended seminary.
When the family moved to Sulphur Springs, TN, Edna enrolled in classes at East 

Tennessee State College. While there, they were given another daughter, Kittie Anne. Their 
next appointment was to Martinsburg, WV, where Edna enrolled in Shepherd College. She 
graduated summa cum laude in 1960. That same year Ray graduated from seminary and Olen 
graduated from high school. A big year for the Haynes family!

The family returned to Tennessee where they served the following churches: Fairhaven 
UMC in Jonesborough; Limestone UMC; Burke’s Chapel UMC in Hixon; St. Paul’s UMC 
in Etowah; and Jonesborough UMC. Thankfully, Edna was able to secure a teaching position 
in each community. Ray had to retire in 1979 due to health issues. He passed away April 24, 
1982, at age 60.

Edna continued to teach school and to be involved in the ministry at Jonesborough UMC. 
She retired in 1989 after 31 years of teaching.

After retirement Edna become even more involved in the activities at her church. She 
served many years as president of the United Methodist Women. She was a Sunday School 
teacher, sang in the choir, and served on several committees. Edna was involved in the Meals 
on Wheels program. She and two friends, Mauveline Jeffers and Marie Walter, were blessed 
to take bus tours to Maine, the Southwest, and Alaska. She and her children and their spouses 
spent many great vacations at New Smyrna Beach, FL.

Sometime in the 90s, Edna developed osteoarthritis, which eventually became debilitating. 
She went to be with her Lord on June 18, 2013. Her memorial service was June 22, 2013, 
with the Rev. Tammy Wright officiating. She is buried beside Ray in Monte Vista Cemetery in 
Johnson City, TN.

Edna spent her life in service to God, her family, her students and her friends. We love and 
miss you, Mom! ~ Submitted by Olen and Becky, Betty, Kittie, and Eddie.

JOYCE ANN HILLIAN
1934 – 2014
Joyce Ann Hillian, age 79 of Dayton, died Thursday, April 10, 
2014, at her home. She was born July 12, 1934, in DeKalb 
County, AL, to the late Forrest Theodore and Leva Gartrell (Hall) 
Biddle. She was preceded in death by her husband Rev. James 
Cullen Hillian, and two grandchildren Caroline Ramsey, and 
Brian Bishop.

A resident of Dayton, TN, most of her life, she was a loving 
mother and pastor’s wife. Her late husband Rev. James Cullen 

Hillian said they knew their lives were meant to be spent together when soon after they were 
married they were taking a stroll down by the Tennessee River and they saw a note in a bottle 
wash ashore at their feet. Inside the bottle on a piece of paper, there were several scriptures 
that seemed to fit their lives and give them strength throughout their marriage. The two were 
known for their undying love for one another. Joyce could always be found at her husband’s 
side supporting his ministry. She was a devoted church worker and took active roles where 
needed. She had a great love for God, God’s Word and Christian music. She was always 
willing to seize any opportunity to mention God’s holy name. She was also known for her 
wonderful cooking and for sharing her bounty with friends and church members. She was 
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truly a wonderful preacher’s wife and mother. She was a member of Graysville UMC.
She was preceded in death by her husband, Rev. James Cullen Hillian (1927-2000), and 

two grandchildren, Caroline Ramsey, and Brian Bishop. She is survived by her son David 
(Rhonda) Hillian and three daughters, Lana (Danny) Welch all of Dayton, Gwen (Lynn) 
Looney of Spring City and Melanie Hillian of Chattanooga, three brothers Willard Biddle 
of Rainesville, AL, Alvin (Diane) Biddle and Ronnie Biddle all of Henagar, AL, and sister 
Wanda Hulsey of Fort Payne, AL, five grandchildren, six great-grandchildren and three sisters-
in-law, Shirley Biddle, Eleanor Biddle and Patricia Biddle.

Funeral services for Joyce were held Sunday, April 13, 2014, in the Vanderwall Funeral 
Home chapel with Rev. Bill Ewing officiating. A graveside service followed at the Spivey 
Cemetery with Rev. Glenn Moseley officiating.

~ Submitted by her family

MAUVELINE HAYES JEFFERS
1913 – 2013
Mauveline Hayes Jeffers was born May 31, 1913, in Greene 
County to Oscar and Emma Doty Hayes. She graduated from 
Doak High School, Greeneville, TN.

She was married in 1931 to the Reverend E. B. Jeffers. They 
had four children: Betty Jo Mahoney, Lendell Jeffers, Patsy 
Morley, and Elaine Rose.

Mauveline was a dedicated Pastor’s wife in every aspect. She 
was very active in the life of the church. She joined E. B. in 

visiting church members and non-members, sometimes pushing a baby stroller along with 
them. She taught Sunday School Class and was the church organist in the three churches they 
served over a forty-three year period: Otterbein UMC, Johnson City, TN, Sand Branch UMC, 
Knoxville, TN, and Meadowview UMC, Meadowview, VA. She loved her church and was an 
inspiration to all those who knew her. She was much loved by her children and grandchildren.

She was a member of United Church Women of Johnson City. She was a Conference 
President of United Church Women of Evangelical United Brethren Church (three terms). 
While she was President, she visited each church all over Tennessee once a year. She was 
involved with the United Methodist Women after the Evangelical United Brethren Church 
merged with the Methodist Church.

Mauveline fell at home and broke her leg. After surgery and being hospitalized for several 
days, she passed away at the age of 100, on October 3, 2013, with respiratory failure.

A memorial service was held at Sulphur Springs UMC on October 7, 2013, with Rev. Lauri 
Jo Cranford, and her nephews, Rev. Dwight Kenney and Rev. Ronald Davis, officiating. 
Burial was at Monte Vista Cemetery in Johnson City, TN.

~ Submitted by her family
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ELIZABETH ETOILE BOURNE JOHNSON
1932 – 2013
Etoile was born June 20, 1932, in Fries, VA, and was the only 
child of the late Charles Cleve Bourne and Flora (Hall) Bourne. 
During her childhood, Etoile spent a lot of time with her 
grandparents while her parents worked at the Fries Cotton Mill. 
She often told stories about her grandmother’s little chickens and 
their stubborn old cow.

On June 14, 1952, at the age of 19, she married the love of her 
life, George Dale Johnson, from Galax, VA. This young couple 

had no idea of the journey God was planning for their lives together. Dale and Etoile were 
blessed with three healthy children: Patricia in 1953, Debra (Debbie) in 1956, and Charles 
Dale (Chuck) in 1959.

While attending Providence Methodist Church in Spring Valley, VA, Dale was called in 
1963 to preach the Gospel and Etoile’s journey as a “Preacher’s Wife” began. Etoile worked 
diligently beside her husband for twenty-six years in The United Methodist Church. They 
served the Ceres Circuit: 1963-1967; Cripple Creek Circuit: 1967-1974; Bland Circuit: 1974-
1978; Wytheville Circuit: 1978-1982; Galax Circuit: 1982-1986; Morristown District: 1986-
1988; and Chatham Hill Circuit: 1988-1989. Etoile was involved in all aspects of ministry, 
especially in working with the youth in Sunday School and Vacation Church School. She 
loved to host UMW meetings and “open house” at Christmastime in the parsonage, providing 
finger foods and punch for all who could attend.

Etoile was preceded in death by her loving husband of 50 years, Rev. Dale Johnson, on 
March 30, 2003. She moved to Wytheville in November 2003, so she could be closer to her 
children. Following Dale’s death, Etoile had two heart attacks and numerous other health 
problems.

In 2012, for her 80th birthday, Etoile’s children and spouses surprised her with a luau 
birthday party, complete with decorations, grass skirts, leis, food, and a host of family and 
friends. Her yard was flocked with over sixty plastic pink flamingos and she had the time of 
her life! The party ended with her son taking her for a ride on his Harley motorcycle. She 
never got tired of showing pictures from her party to everyone who came to visit.

With Etoile’s health failing, she entered the hospital on Tuesday, December 17, 2013. When 
she got up on Friday morning, the effect of dehydration on her tiny body was more than her 
heart could stand, and God mercifully called her home.

Etoile is survived by her children and spouses, Patricia Steffey and Jim, Debbie Cassell and 
Mike, Chuck Johnson and Becky, three granddaughters, three grandsons, four great-grandsons, 
two step-granddaughters, four step-grandchildren, several cousins and many special friends.

Etoile made it known that at her funeral she wanted the song, It Is Well with My Soul, to 
be sung as her testimony. A Celebration of Life was conducted at Barnett’s Funeral Home in 
Wytheville December 22, 2013, with Rev. Richard Lindamood officiating.

Burial was December 23, at Red Oak Church, Bland County, VA. Etoile’s name and her 
beloved Dale’s name appear among friends whom they loved and served, and whose names 
also grace the stones in Red Oak Cemetery. It is well with her soul.

~ Submitted by her daughter, Debbie
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BARBARA “ANN” KESTNER
1941 – 2013
Barbara “Ann” Kestner, 72, passed away on Monday, 
September 9, 2013, at Bristol Regional Medical Center. She was 
preceded in death by her parents, Jird Love and Ruth Hodge 
Love; husband, Ronald Eugene Kestner; son, Jerry “Fred” Lloyd 
Thomas; two brothers; and four sisters. She is survived by her 
daughter, Dolly Jane Keith and husband, Jackie, of Bedford, VA; 
daughter-in-law, Sherrie Thomas of Bristol, VA; one brother; 
two sisters; three grandchildren, Jackie Keith and wife, Jessica, 

and Barbara Keith, all of Bedford, VA, and Julie Morrison of Glade Spring, VA; and four 
great-grandchildren, Kailey Dooley, Jackson Keith, and Jillian Keith all of Bedford, VA, and 
Jasmine Yarber of Glade Spring, VA. 
A graveside service was held Thursday, September 12, 2013, at Forest Hills Memory Gardens 
with Bro. Jimmy Hoffman officiating. 

WANDA ANNETTE EDENS LEIDIG
1921 – 2014
Wanda Annette Edens Leidig, 92, died Monday, January 13, 
2014, at Mountain States Medical Center, Johnson City.

Born in Keokee, VA, she was the daughter of the late Beulah 
McClellan Edens and Elbert Edens, Sr.; she was married to the 
late Sam Leidig, who was a United Methodist minister. The 
couple served numerous pastorates in the Holston Conference for 
46 years – including Nashville, Chattanooga, Knoxville, Upper 
East Tennessee, and Virginia.

Mrs. Leidig attended Hiwassee College and Scarritt College in Nashville. Throughout her 
life, she served in numerous leadership positions in churches, with the League of Women 
Voters, Parent Teacher Associations, and other community groups. She taught children’s and 
youth classes in churches the couple served. Additionally, Mrs. Leidig sang in schools and in 
many church choirs throughout her life. She was known for her quick response to community 
and church needs with a warm and engaging spirit, working toward civil rights, working as an 
advocate for better jail conditions in various Tennessee counties and working with her husband 
to find ways to help the homeless in churches they served. These were a vital testament of 
living out her Christian faith. 

The couple always perceived their ministry together just as they viewed their partnership in 
marriage for 56 years.

Like her husband, Mrs. Leidig had a great passion for missions. The couple hosted 
numerous mission conferences in their work, exposing parishioners to personal glimpses of 
Christian education and medical work in other countries. 

Mrs. Leidig’s warm, outgoing personality was always a hallmark in her life with her family 
and in her service. Her grace, generosity of spirit, humor and enjoyment of music remained 
an incredible inspiration to her family and friends. This served as a wonderful guide to her 
daughters as they chose paths in their own lives.

After her husband’s retirement, the couple remained active at Gray UMC, where, along with 
her husband, she taught various Sunday School classes and led prayer groups.
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She was preceded in death by three brothers, Elbert Edens, Jr., George Edens and Joe 
Edens. Survivors include two daughters and sons-in-law, Cecelia Annette Leidig Wankel and 
Ron Wankel, Jr., Jonesborough, and Mary Beth Leidig and George Brock Scott, Knoxville; 
two grandsons, Daniel Leidig Hayes, Lexington, KY, and Gideon Scott, Knoxville.

A Service of Worship and Remembrance was held Sunday, January 19, 2014, at Gray UMC 
with the Rev. Lloyd Jones officiating. The Rev. J. Spurgeon McCartt also participated in the 
service. Graveside services were held Monday, January 20, 2014, at Holston Conference 
Cemetery on the campus of Emory & Henry College, Emory, VA.

Pallbearers included Ron Wankel, Jr., George Brock Scott, Daniel Leidig Hayes and 
members of Gray UMC. ~ Submitted by her family

MARY ELLEN STEELE NAFF
1920 – 2014
Mary Ellen Steele Naff passed away on Monday, September 16, 
2013, in Athens, TN, at the age of 93. Mary Ellen’s roots were 
Holston-based from her birth in Tazewell, VA, in 1920 through 
her final years lived at Asbury Place in Maryville. At 10 years of 
age, her family moved to Emory, VA, when her father took a job 
at Emory & Henry College, and where Mary Ellen went on to 
receive her Bachelor’s degree. It was there that she met her future 
husband, Rev. George E. Naff, Jr., and they embarked on a life of 

service through their respective ministries through The United Methodist Church. 
That journey took them to churches throughout the conference in Kingsport, TN, Tennessee 

Wesleyan College (where George was Chaplain), Madisonville, TN, Coeburn, VA, South 
Pittsburg, TN, Bristol, TN, Abingdon, VA, Oak Ridge, TN, Maryville, TN, and again to 
Tennessee Wesleyan College where George served as President from 1975-1984 and Mary 
Ellen distinguished herself as First Lady. Mary Ellen was given two prestigious awards by 
TWC – the Mary Mildred Sullivan Award for outstanding community service (1984), and the 
Harry Steadman Award for outstanding support of the college and the Holston Conference of 
The United Methodist Church (2001).

Mary Ellen lived the final two years of her life at Morning Pointe Assisted Living in Athens. 
She will long be remembered for her many musical contributions to annual conference, to 
ministers’ wives’ retreats through the years; for music leadership at Jubilation; for musical 
fundraising events at Tennessee Wesleyan; for mentoring musicians of all ages throughout her 
life, including musical shows featuring residents of Asbury Place in her final years.

Mary Ellen is survived by her children, Dr. George E. Naff, III, and wife, Sue, Dr. Nancy 
Naff Boardman, and Ellen Naff Kimball and husband, Art, nine grandchildren and nine great-
grandchildren. ~ Submitted by her family
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BETTY JEAN DOUGLAS PETTY
1942 – 2013
Betty Jean Douglas Petty, age 71, of Chattanooga, widow of Rev. William B. Petty, Jr., passed 
away suddenly Wednesday, December 18, 2013, in Chattanooga. 

Betty was the valedictorian of the Madisonville High School Class of 1960. She was a 
graduate of Tennessee Wesleyan College and a retired systems analyst with T.V.A. She was an 
avid environmentalist and was a member of the Chattanooga Hiking Club. 

She was preceded in death by two infant daughters and parents, Orlando and Rilla Fannie 
Lovin Douglas. Survivors include many special family members and friends. Her funeral 
was held Saturday, December 28, 2013, at Biereley-Hale Chapel with Rev. Charlie Campbell 
officiating. Interment followed in Sunset Cemetery. 

TERESA MONTIEZE FOGLE POTTS 
1911 – 2013
Teresa Montieze Fogle Potts, age 101, of Rogersville, TN passed 
away Wednesday, May 15, 2013. She was born July 12, 1911, 
in Orangeburg, SC. Montieze was the last remaining child of 
Ermenia and Tillie Fogle.

Montieze was the wife of Rev. C.N. Potts (1896-1966), a 
Holston Conference Minister for 12 years. She was active in each 
of the churches served by Rev. Potts and supported him in his 
ministry until his death, April 3, 1966, of pancreatic cancer. While 

Rev. Potts pastored at Trentville, Liberty Hill, and Pine Grove in the Morristown District, 
Montieze was busy raising her two sons, Edward and Eugene Kirkland, and her newborn 
daughter, Joyce Potts. When Rev. Potts was transferred to Rogersville Circuit (Kleppers 
Chapel, Meadowview, Edgewood, Van Hill and Ebbing & Flowing Springs churches) in 
1959 and Community Church in 1961, Montieze became very active in the WSCS (Women’s 
Society of Christian Service) and helped organize quilting b’s, tacky parties and other 
fun activities for the women of the churches and community. When Rev. Potts retired to 
Rogersville in 1965, Montieze was very excited that she was going to have a “permanent new 
home” in which to live. When Rev. Potts was reappointed to the Rogersville Circuit, Montieze 
was supportive of his decision and helped as much as she could. 

After her husband’s death, a strong-willed and determined Montieze raised her 11-year-old 
daughter and paid off her new house by seeking jobs where she could to provide for Joyce and 
herself. She continued to be active in church and sang in the choir at First UMC, Rogersville, 
as long as her health allowed.

Montieze loved growing many varieties of beautiful flowers and always said, “Give me my 
flowers while I’m living and put an onion on my grave when I don’t know anything about it.”

Montieze was not only known for her green thumb but also for her delicious strawberry 
preserves. She made them to share with all her friends and family and quite often could be 
seen zipping around town in her 1972 Nova sharing hot biscuits and preserves with several 
lucky local businesses. Yearly Montieze donated several jars of preserves to sell at the 
Methodist Lord’s Acre Sale.

“Mom” Potts became a member of Hasson Chapter #179 Order of the Eastern Star in 1992 
and attended whenever possible. She made many OES friends while traveling across the state 
with her daughter.

Mrs. Potts was preceded in death by her husband, Rev. C.N. Potts; son, Robert “Gene” 
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Kirkland and wives Thelma Jean and Sue; Robert’s father, Edward M. Kirkland, Sr.; parents 
Ermenia and Tillie James Fogle; four sisters and five brothers.

The family received friends at Broome Funeral Home, Rogersville, TN, with funeral 
services following. Rev. Charles Harrison and Rev. Jerry Jones officiated. Interment was in 
Hawkins County Memorial Gardens, Rogersville, TN, on May 18, 2013.

Montieze is survived by her son, Edward Kirkland, Jr, and wife, Phyllis of Augusta, Ga; 
daughter, Theresa Joyce Potts of Rogersville; four grandchildren, 12 great grandchildren and 
12 great-great grandchildren.

Mothers are like fl owers. Some grow best in the sun; others do well in the shade. God plants 
us where we grow best. ~Submitted by her daughter, Joyce

IMOGENE COOPER RATLEDGE
1935 – 2014
My momma was born July 9, 1935, in Hawkins County, TN, to 
Dee Cooper and Mollie Kate (Calton) Cooper. She was one of 
eight children. She attended Sunrise School and graduated from 
Surgoinsville High School. She met and married Hugh Dean 
Ratledge on January 13, 1962. They had two daughters, Rhonda 
and Tammy, three granddaughters and one grandson with whom 
she shared a birthday. She was a housewife while the girls 
were small and went to work at Volunteer High School when 

they started junior high. She was very supportive of my dad in his churches. Some Sundays 
we went to three different churches for service. She helped with the ladies clubs and Bible 
school and sang in the choirs. My mother also helped dad with his farming. She was the taxi 
for my sister and me. Later when grandchildren came along, she dedicated her life to making 
sure they were taken care of and spoiled rotten. During my dad’s sickness, she was a rock. 
She would say to someone asking if she needed anything to “just pray.” My momma and 
dad celebrated their 52nd anniversary on January 13, 2014. Three days later, my dad passed 
away. My momma followed him 46 days later on March 4, 2014. Her funeral was held at 
Johnsons Funeral Home in Church Hill, TN, with the Reverend Chris Castle officiating. She 
was buried March 7, 2014, at Bethel Cemetery.

~ Submitted by her family
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WANDA AUGUSTA WATTS SNAPP
1930 – 2014
Wanda Augusta Watts Snapp, 83, went home to be with the 
Lord Tuesday, April 1, 2014, at her home surrounded by her 
family who loved her dearly. She was born in Newport, TN, 
on August 31, 1930, to the late William Henry and Jessie Jane 
Lewis Watts. Wanda married Claude C. Snapp on October 
1, 1948. Wanda was a devoted pastor’s wife, mother of five 
children, and homemaker.

In 1953 Rev. Claude C. Snapp and Wanda began serving in 
the Holston Conference and served in there for 53 years. Upon retirement they moved to 
Chickamauga, GA, and continued to serve in the ministry for 10 years in the North Georgia 
Conference. She had resided in Chickamauga for the past 20 years. 

Along with her parents, she was preceded in death by her husband: Rev. Claude Clyde 
Snapp; son, Roger Snapp; granddaughter, Kelley Dawn Whitley; siblings, Benjamin Watts, 
Dora Lane, Albert Watts, Amelia Metcalf, Beulah Teague, Sarah Vinson, Arvine Watts, Jessie 
Mae Russell, and Maude Russell. She is survived by her children, Frances and Glen Whitley, 
Brenda and John Culpepper, David Snapp, all of Chickamauga, GA, Diane and Leon Brown, 
of Flat Rock, AL; sisters, Evelyn Trentham, of Newport, TN, Lillian Taylor, of Virginia; 
grandchildren, Shane and Jessica Whitley, Juria Sitz, Brandon and Trisha Whitley, Jason and 
Betsy Brown, Justin Brown; eight great-grandchildren, and several nieces and nephews. 

A funeral service was held Friday, April 4, 2014, at Elizabeth Lee UMC with Rev. Rick 
Maeser, Rev. Charles McElhaney, and Rev. Wayne Cook officiating. Burial followed at 
Chickamauga Cemetery, Chickamauga, GA. ~ Submitted by her family
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