need in Darfur,” said Karen Smith, a Ginghamsburg
staff member.
The Ohio churchʼs fundraising efforts for Sudan
have inspired other congregations, including a New
York church where musicians and actors performed
in a March 26 benefit concert called “Songs for
Darfur: The Water Project.” In all, the Ginghamsburg church has raised more than $1.8 million for
its work with UMCOR in Sudan, which started in
February 2005. The initial focus was on providing
basic needs for displaced people but now includes
ministries involving education, agriculture and
health.

Mississippi churches pack
102,000 meals for Africa

CMYK

UMNS file photo by Greg Peterson
The Rev. Charlie West (center) collects discarded electronics during the 2006 Earth Keeper Clean Sweep in Marquette, Mich.
This year’s Earth Day cleanup is set for April 21 and will target old medicines.

Workers target
‘clean sweep’
on Earth Day
MARQUETTE, Mich. (UMNS) – For the third straight
year, thousands of northern Michigan United Methodists are being asked to protect the planet by participating in a hazardous materials clean sweep on Earth
Day. This year, the target is out-of-date and unwanted
pharmaceuticals.
The third annual Earth Keeper Clean Sweep on
April 21 is sponsored by nine faith communities with
130,000 members. Upper Peninsula United Methodists are part of an environmental army that includes
the vast majority of the northern Michigan religious
community, university students, several environmental groups and an American Indian tribe. The previous
two clean sweeps collected almost 400 tons of hazardous waste for recycling or proper disposal.
“As leftover and waste pharmaceuticals get
flushed down drains, research is showing that they
are increasingly being detected in our lakes and rivers
at levels that could be causing harm to the environment and ecosystem,” said Elizabeth LaPlante, senior
manager for the EPA Great Lakes National Programs
Office in Chicago.

Pastor accepts once-rejected
gay man as member
SOUTH HILL, Va. (UMNS) – The pastor of a Virginia
United Methodist church has granted membership
to the gay man whose 2005 denial of membership
by the previous pastor prompted controversy across
6 The Call • A p r i l
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the denomination on the issues of homosexuality and
pastoral authority. During worship services March 11
at South Hill United Methodist Church, the Rev. Barry
Burkholder accepted the manʼs transfer of membership
from a Baptist church to South Hill United Methodist
Church. The development follows a series of rulings
related to the case, including one on pastoral authority, by the denominationʼs highest court. “The Judicial
Councilʼs ruling says that the pastor of the church is
the person in authority to determine whether an individual is ready to receive the vows of membership,”
Burkholder said. “And having spoken with this individual and him having professed Christ as his savior,
his belief that Jesus Christ died for his sins tells me that
he is ready to receive the vows of membership.”
The Rev. Edward H. Johnson had refused to receive
the man into membership in 2005, saying the man
would neither repent nor seek to live a lifestyle that did
not include homosexuality. The man has continued to
worship at the South Hill Church and to participate in
its music ministry. Johnson since has been appointed
pastor at Dahlgren (Va.) United Methodist Church.

United Methodists join in
Sudan water mission project
TIPP CITY, Ohio (UMNS) – A four-year relief project
is focusing on re-establishing water supplies and
improving sanitation in refugee camps in the war-torn
African nation. The ministry is an outgrowth of a continuing collaboration between Ginghamsburg United
Methodist Church in Tipp City, Ohio, and the United
Methodist Committee on Relief. The project is coming
together at a time when continuing violence and political instability pose a threat to humanitarian assistance
in Darfur, where at least 400,000 people have been
killed and more than 2 million driven from their villages during four years of fighting between rebels and
militias. “Water is absolutely the most critical health

JACKSON, Miss. (UMNS) – Volunteers from across
Mississippi packaged 102,000 meals to feed starving people in Africa through a project that brought
together faith groups, civic organizations, students,
and other mission-minded people. More than 400
volunteers gathered March 29-31 at three United
Methodist locations and the University of Southern
Mississippi to participate in Project Sharehouse and
accomplish one important goal. “They saved lives,”
said Mike Ward, who serves on the board of directors of Stop Hunger Now, which administers Project
Sharehouse. “It was remarkable. The turnout in
every instance was better than we expected.”
Stop Hunger Now tries to work with small,
hunger-fighting organizations in nations where a
short-term need exists. Food is shipped to those
groups – such as schools and orphanages – which
then distribute it. The Project Sharehouse drive
included packaging operations at Galloway Memorial UMC in Jackson, Wesley UMC in Meridian,
and the Starkville District Office of the Mississippi
Annual (regional) Conference.
Volunteers prepared 17,000 packages – each
enough for six meals – filled with a mixture of soy
protein, a vitamin-fortified flavoring powder, dehydrated vegetables, and rice. The packages were sent
to a warehouse in Raleigh, N.C., for shipment to
Zimbabwe, Nigeria and Tanzania.

Church attorney:
Keep politics out of the pulpit
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) – As election season
intensifies and politicians line up at the church door
to shake hands and stump for their campaigns, an
attorney for The United Methodist Church advises
churches and clergy against endorsing or opposing candidates for elected office. “Churches should
take stands on appropriate issues, but it cannot be
a substantial part of their ministry,” said Jim Allen,
general counsel of the United Methodist Council
on Finance and Administration. The U.S. Internal
Revenue Service has stepped up efforts to enforce
laws that limit churches and charities from involvement in partisan campaigns. In 2005, the IRS began
warning churches and nonprofits that political
campaign activism could endanger their tax-exempt
status. The tax agency unveiled its Political Activity
Compliance Initiative to expedite investigation of
claims of improper campaigning in churches. ■

staff phones:
Holston Conference staff in Knoxville now
have direct phone lines.The following offices
have released their numbers for publication.
All other calls should be directed to (865) 6904080 locally or (866) 690-4080 toll-free.The
following numbers have an 865 area code:
Bostick, Bob:
Older adult ministries ........................293-4134
Cherry, Rick: Controller....................293-4129
Edwards, Richard:
Congregational development............293-4149
Hankins, Donna: Multimedia/web....293-4132
Lee, Angela: Administration.............293-4126
Meese, Millie: Print media ...............293-4138
Ratchford, Kathy:
Accounts receivable..........................293-4127
Smith, Doug: Clergy concerns.........293-4150
Spence, Annette: The Call...............293-4130
Tate, John: Treasurer.......................293-4125
Weber, Sue:
Administrative assistant.................... 293-4135
Holston Conference Foundation...690-8124

C-mail:
2007 marks the 10th anniversary of the
Order of Deacon in the United Methodist
Church. Twenty-three deacons-in-full-connection have been ordained and elected as full
clergy members of the Holston Conference
in these 10 years. Some have moved on and
others have moved in. The 23 deacons currently in Holston include 16 active and seven
retired individuals, and two more deacons will
be ordained at Annual Conference.
While most deacons serve on church
staffs as educators and musicians, an
increasing number serve in ministries beyond
the local church. While our “congregations”
differ (three deacons are teachers and one is
a church and community worker), our mission
and ministry is the same: to make disciples
for Jesus Christ by leading and equipping the
church in servant ministry – connecting the
church with the world and the world with the
church. Thank you, Holston deacons, for all
the differences you make.
Sue Lynn Johnson
Chair, Order of Deacons
Send letters to the editor to: C-Mail, The
Call, P.O. Box 850, Alcoa, TN 37701-0850,
thecall@holston.org, or fax (865) 690-3162.
Printed letters are limited to 150 words.

exchange:
PENNINGTON GAP, Va. – First Pennington
Gap UMC seeks young adult to work eight
weeks (June and July) with youth, children, and
leaders. Call (276) 546-1080 or send resume
to: First UMC, 205 E. Main St., Pennington
Gap, VA 24277, pgfumc@verizon.net. ■

at lunch:

By Lesli Bales-Sherrod

Gary Mauldin:

Pastor of secrets

G

ary Mauldin isnʼt your typical counselor or
clergy member. As director of the Holston
Conference Pastoral Counseling Center, his
client list is in the thousands.
The Rev. Mauldin, 50, provides counseling to clergy
(including retirees), clergy families, and conference staff.
He also provides consultation and crisis intervention for
congregations in conflict, leads continuing education
workshops, and preaches at churches throughout Holston.
This multitasking, though, is not something only
Mauldin deals with on a daily basis.
“What we ask of clergy today — in terms of both their
congregations and our culture — is a much higher degree
of effectiveness than ever before,” he said over a plate
of chicken tenders at Puléoʼs Grille in Knoxville, Tenn.
“They have to be able to preach, teach, visit, counsel, and
be great administrators. There might have been a time
you could just preach well and visit a lot. Now even budgets have to be raised.”
That means more stresses on clergy and their families,
Mauldin said. “Part of that is how the world is today,
which is largely consumer-oriented,” he explained.
“People come to church asking, ʻWhatʼs in it for me?ʼ
and not vice versa. Itʼs making our job as clergy more
difficult, as it is difficult to be both biblically and cultur- Gary Mauldin shares a meal at Puléo’s Grille, near his office
ally relevant.”
at Inskip United Methodist Church in Knoxville, Tenn.
Mauldin said he thinks, based on anecdotal experience,
that these stresses can make clergy more susceptible to
different mood disorders, such as depression and anxiety
Second, clergy need to recognize that they are suscep— particularly if a person has a predisposition.
tible to the same temptations as everyone else. Building
“There is not anyone for clergy to go talk to about
strong supervisory relationships with other clergy can
their problems,” he said, adding that silencing those con- help keep those temptations in check, he said.
cerns can lead clergy to battle lone“There is something psychological
liness and isolation.
that says, ʻThat wonʼt happen to me,ʼ” he
Itʼs a struggle Mauldin experisaid. “We are human, but we need to set
enced firsthand as a pastor of a new “We’ve learned
up enough structure in our lives so that
church start in Texas. “There was
thatʼs not going to happen.”
more now about the
never any money in the church,
Third, Mauldin advocated better traindamage that occurs
and that was always stressful,”
ing at the seminary level in what he
Mauldin remembered. “But when I
called “practical Christian ethics.”
when clergy
got home, what was I going to say
“We need to do a better job of educatviolate those sexual
to (wife) Janet that was going to
ing clergy on understanding boundaries
be helpful, that was going to make
and making good decisions about relaboundaries with a
her feel more secure with two little
he said.
parishioner, and we’re tionships,”
children at home?”
Mauldin praised how Bishop James
Thatʼs why Mauldin feels so
more aware of the
Swanson and the conference have hanstrongly about his job and about the
dled the issue, with steps such as posting
long-term impacts.”
Holston Conference Pastoral Counsexual abuse policies — with phone numseling Center. “It is some place that
bers for reporting abuse — in churches.
clergy can go and tell that story,”
The support system is better now for all
he said.
involved, he said.
In the news these days are tales of sexual misconduct
“There has been more willingness to address issues
by clergy. The problem has always existed, says Mauldin.
directly so that there can be healing for victims, congrega“But weʼve learned more now about the damage that occurs tions, and clergy family members,” he said. “Weʼre doing
when clergy violate those sexual boundaries with a parisha better job of educating clergy and congregations about
ioner, and weʼre more aware of the long-term impacts.”
sexual ethics, and raising that awareness brings things to
Mauldin said he thinks three things lead to sexual
light that might not have been talked about before.” ■
misconduct: “One issue would be clergy who are not
taking care of themselves and their needs appropriately,”
he explained. “They start to look externally to meet those
Lesli Bales-Sherrod is the West Knox reporter for the
needs and are not paying attention to appropriate boundKnoxville News Sentinel. She attends churches of the
aries in their professional relationships.”
French Broad Circuit, where her husband pastors.
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