April 22: Telford UMC at 11 a.m.
(Johnson City District)
April 22: Bradburn Hill UMC at 4 p.m.
(Morristown District) ■

wings

I ain’t lying:

Everybody plays the fool

H

appy Easter! The season is still with us. In the early 70s a rhythm and
blues group, Main Ingredient, released a recording that I still love to
this day. It was, “Everybody Plays the Fool,” by Rudy Clark, Kenny
Williams, and Jim Bailey. Here are the lyrics:
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Everybody plays the fool, sometime.
Thereʼs no exception to the rule.
Listen, baby, it may be factual, may be cruel.
I ainʼt lying – everybody plays the fool.
Falling in love is such an easy thing to do,
And thereʼs no guarantee that the one you love is gonna love you.
Oh, lovinʼ eyes, they cannot see a certain person could never be.
Love runs deeper than any ocean.
You can cloud your mind with emotion.
Everybody plays the fool, sometime.
They use your heart like a tool.
Listen, baby, they never tell you so in school,
But everybody plays the fool.
How can you help it when the music starts to play,
And your ability to reason is swept away?
Oh, heaven on earth is all you see.
Youʼre out of touch with reality.
Now you cry, but when youʼre through,
The next time someone cries for you.
This song expresses the frustration and sometimes heartbreak that can come to
someone who is willing to risk falling in love. That, my friend, is what Jesus did
for us, despite the risk of playing the fool. Jesus had no guarantee that we would
love him in return, and I am sure he was aware that many of us would use his
love as a tool to get what we wanted.
Yet, Jesus dared to play the fool. His crucifixion, his public humiliation and
terrible agony happened for loveʼs sake. And he bids us to follow in his footsteps.
Jesus calls us through his loving act to a sacrificial love for others. We are
called to love and work with those suffering from HIV/AIDS as they gain
“Strength for the Journey.” We are called to help the United Methodist Church
of Brazil continue its phenomenal growth, when few of us speak Portuguese. We
are called to help people in the Red Bird Missionary Conference, when some
of us are unaware of where that conference is. We are called to feed and clothe
children in Africa whom we will never meet. We are called to educate women
and men called to serve Christ in licensed and ordained ministry who may never
serve our congregations.
We are called to care for children at Holston Home for Children who have
been abused and abandoned by their own parents. We are called to help the
homeless and to minister to those in Alaska, India, Haiti, and on the Gulf Coast.
We are called to serve in the Appalachian poverty centers; in inner cities; to folk
in the hollows; and to people who are black, Hispanic, white, rich, learned, and
unlearned.
Many of these people will never know that the help came from you. But like
our Savior, we must be willing – yes, more than willing – to play the fool.
Clark, Williams, and Bailey were right when they said, How can you help
it when the music starts to play, and your ability to reason is swept away? Oh,
heaven on earth is all you see. Youʼre out of touch with reality. Now you cry, but
when youʼre through, the next time someone cries for you.
We become fools when we dare fall in love, and we also become recipients of
the same foolish love. Thatʼs what Easter is all about. ■

numbers:
In Holston’s weekly e-mail newsletter,
“Wednesday on the Web,” we asked
leaders to report their total Easter worship
attendances for April 8, 2007.
24 – Milburnton (Johnson City)
26 – Slant (Big Stone Gap)
29 – Bethany (Tazewell)
30 – McClure (Big Stone Gap)
37 – Red Oak (Tazewell)
38 – Zion (Tazewell)
39 – Ft. Blackmore (Big Stone Gap)
41 – Benton (Cleveland)
41 – Imboden (Big Stone Gap)
49 – Heiskell (Oak Ridge)
56 – Flatwoods (Big Stone Gap)
60 – Pound (Big Stone Gap)
63 – Old Union (Kingsport)
63 – Valley View (Oak Ridge)
66 – Gladeville (Wytheville)
70 – McFerrin (Kingsport)
73 – Dungannon (Big Stone Gap)
73 – Prospect (Big Stone Gap)
75 – Meadowview (Abingdon)
76 – Appalachia (Big Stone Gap)
76 – Arcadia (Kingsport)
93 – Sinking Springs (Oak Ridge)
95 – Midway Memorial (Big Stone Gap)
99 – Hardins Chapel (Morristown)
110 – Wesley Mem. - Etowah (Cleveland)
120 – Hills Union Circuit (Morristown)
125 – Clintwood (Big Stone Gap)
128 – McKendree (Chattanooga)
139 – Mt. Hermon (Oak Ridge)
140 – Signal Mountain (Chattanooga)
143 – First Pennington Gap (Big Stone Gap)
150 – French Broad Circuit (Knoxville)
154 – Asbury (Knoxville)
159 – Carpenters (Maryville)
169 – Mt. Olivet-Galax (Wytheville)
172 – Rockwood (Oak Ridge)
174 – Anderson Street (Abingdon)
185 – Piney Flats (Johnson City)
216 – Dunlap (Chattanooga)
217 – Floyd (Wytheville)
231 – Gate City (Big Stone Gap)
264 – First Pearisburg (Tazewell)
280 – Middlesettlements (Maryville)
285 – Faith (Knoxville)
310 – Hiltons Memorial (Big Stone Gap)
330 – First Newport (Morristown)
343 – First Hillsville (Wytheville)
364 – Holston View (Big Stone Gap)
395 – First Jefferson City (Morristown)
419 – St. Paul (Wytheville)
448 – Cherokee (Johnson City)
467 – Kodak (Knoxville)
566 – Pleasant View (Abingdon)
748 – Keith Memorial (Cleveland)
921 – Ooltewah (Cleveland)
1,066 – Burks (Chattanooga)
1,171 – Fountain City (Knoxville)
1,185 – Hixson (Chattanooga)
1,213 – First-Centenary (Chattanooga)
1,294 – First Oak Ridge (Oak Ridge)
1,469 – Church Street (Knoxville)
1,568 – First Broad Street (Kingsport)
1,692 – Concord (Oak Ridge)
2,275 – Fairview (Maryville)
3,868 – Christ (Chattanooga)
5,670 – Cokesbury (Knoxville) ■

You called?

HOLSTON EVENTS & DATES

continued from page 1

APRIL

activities. I left a message Wednesday evening and
received a timely response Thursday morning. A helpful woman left a message, providing worship service
information. She also told me about the blossoming
cross, located outside the church. “You may bring
a flower to place on the cross,” she said. She also
left her name and a number for more information.
“Thereʼs a lot going on,” she added. “There always is
at this church. Itʼs wonderful! I appreciate the phone
call.” The only problem I encountered in contacting
Cherokee was that the number provided on the Internet white pages was a fax number. I called directory
assistance to obtain the church phone number.

Kingsport District
Wheeler UMC
On my first two attempts, I was unsuccessful in
reaching someone at Wheeler. There didnʼt seem to be
an answering machine, and there was no way to leave
a message. However, when I called again Wednesday evening I talked with a helpful individual, who
answered my questions. “We would love to have you,”
the person said. “Hope you will come and join us.”

Knoxville District
Cokesbury UMC
The individual I spoke with at Cokesbury provided the information I requested. However, I was
disappointed in the tone of the conversation. The
individual was polite, but did not extend an invitation
to Cokesbury or provide a friendly greeting the way
several others did. I may have caught the individual
off guard while they were working on another project,
but it was something I noticed.

Maryville District
Peck’s Memorial UMC
The Peckʼs Memorial number was not available
in the online white pages but was available through
directory assistance. I called Peckʼs Memorial
Wednesday evening at 6:35 p.m. and received a return
call a few hours later. The caller was friendly and provided the requested information.

Morristown District
First Morristown UMC
I contacted First Morristown Wednesday evening
and left a message at approximately 6:40 p.m. I did
not receive a return call. I called again Saturday morning about 9:10 a.m., leaving a second message. A man
returned my call around noon and provided information concerning Easter services.

Oak Ridge District
Luminary UMC
Luminaryʼs voice mail provided office hours and
worship times. The message ended with, “Thank you
for calling.” I received a punctual return call. The caller

21: F.U.E.L.: Let Justice Roll, youth and
provided times for Easter services and thanked me again children’s ministry training, Shady Grove
for calling. “Hope you enjoy your Easter,” she added.
UMC, Dandridge, Tenn.
22: Native American Ministries Sunday
23: Holston Conference Clergy Golf
Tazewell District
Tournament, Morristown, Tenn.
Grundy UMC
28: Buffalo Mountain Camp Golf Benefit,
I called Grundy five times and was unsuccessful in Tri-Cities Golf Course, Blountville, Tenn.
29: Holston Home for Children Fifth
gathering information about Easter services, since the Sunday Offering

church does not seem to have an answering machine
or voice mail. I called Wednesday evening, Friday
morning, twice Friday afternoon, as well as Saturday morning. To make sure I was calling the correct
number, I also completed an online search through a
program called Citysearch, which provided me with
the same number I had been calling.

Wytheville District
First Pulaski UMC
I reached a friendly voice Wednesday evening.
The individual provided information concerning
Easter Sunday services as well as the time and location for the sunrise service. “We would love to see
you,” she concluded. ■
Suzanne C. Hickerson is a freelance writer living
in Salem, Va.

Hello?

Telephone welcoming tips

• Whenever possible, update

your church number in telephone
books and/or online directories.
An answering machine or voice mail is
essential.
Provide church office hours and worship and Sunday school times on the
answering machine or voice mail. Make it
easy for the caller to leave a message.
Return phone calls promptly and
cheerfully.
Ask the caller, “Can I help you with
anything else?” This query is a great way
to open the door for providing additional
info about church activities.
Invite, invite, invite. ■

•
•
•
•
•

MAY
Christian Home Month
12: Children’s Day – Camp Wesley Woods
19: Mental Health Matters: A Day of
Conversation,” Shady Grove UMC,
Dandridge, Tenn.
19-20: Holston Conference United
Methodist Women’s Spiritual Enrichment
Experience, Lake Junaluska, N.C.
26: Children’s Day – Buffalo Mountain
Camp
28: Memorial Day – Conference and
district offices closed
30: Application deadline, Margaret Loving
Grants for older adult ministries (Holston
Conference Foundation)

JUNE

2: Children’s Day – Camp Dickenson,
Camp Lookout
3: Peace With Justice Sunday
9: Camp Dickenson Golf Tournament,
Draper Valley Course, Draper, Va.
10-13: Annual Conference, Lake
Junaluska, N.C.
16-26: Youth in Mission: Czech Republic
20: Moving day for transitioning pastors

CMYK

speaking
schedule

By Bishop James Edward Swanson Sr.

eventuality:

bishop’s

JULY

17-21: Jr. High and Sr. High Assembly,
Hiwassee College, Madisonville, Tenn.
23: Resurrection T-shirt design contest
entries due
26-28: Holston Conference United
Methodist Women’s School of Christian
Mission, Kodak UMC
29: Holston Home for Children Fifth
Sunday Offering

SEPTEMBER
Open House Month
15: Camp Lookout Golf Tournament, Bear
Trace, Harrison, Tenn.
21-23: F.U.E.L. Youth Worker Sabbath
Retreat
22-23: The Gathering, Native American
Ministries, Tellico Plains, Tenn.
30: Holston Home for Children Fifth
Sunday Offering

OCTOBER

announcement:

5-7: Youth Pilgrimage on the Appalachian
Trail
7: World Communion Sunday

Wanted: Eco-friendly churches
The Outreach-Advocacy Ministry Team seeks churches
involved in environment-related ministries. Please send a
brief description of your ministries, along with a contact name,
phone number, and e-mail address, to: Claire Lovelace,
113 Heritage Place Drive, Jonesborough, TN 37659,
clairelovelace@earthlink.net. ■

To make a correction or post a new date, contact
Annette Spence at (865) 293-4130 or thecall@holston.
org. For more information on these events, visit
http://upcoming.holston.org.
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