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“Flat Wesley” project.

ALCOA, Tenn. -- Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor has 
announced the projected appointments for new district super-
intendents and a director of connectional ministries, effective 
July 1.

The Rev. Lauri Jo Cranford, Kingsport District super-
intendent: Cranford is a native of Morristown, Tenn., where 
she grew up in First United Methodist Church of Morris-
town. She attended Emory University and Candler School of 
Theology. She entered full-time ministry in Holston in 1998 
following a CPE residency at Children’s Medical Center in 
Dallas, Texas. She has served in Oak Ridge and Johnson 
City Districts and once served in Knoxville at the UTK 
Foundation. She is married to the Rev. Rex Hill and is the 
stepmother of two adult children, Marissa and Danae, and the 
mother of Breanna, age 7. Cranford follows the Rev. David 
Graves, who has served as Cleveland District superintendent 
since 2009.

The Rev. Hugh Kilgore, Cleveland District superinten-
dent: Kilgore answered the call of ordained ministry in 1981. 
He was baptized and confi rmed at Moorefi eld United Method-
ist Church in St. Paul, Va. He graduated from Carson Newman 
College with a bachelor’s degree in religion and went on to 

receive a master’s of divinity from Candler School of Theol-
ogy, Emory University. Kilgore has served churches in the 
Cleveland, Morristown, Tazewell and Wytheville Districts and 
has served on the Conference Youth Council, District Board of 
Ordained Ministry, District Missions Committee, and District 
Camping Board. He is married to Susette McCarty Kilgore for 
35 years and they have four sons: Ben, Jon, Zach, and Nathan. 
Kilgore follows the Rev. Joe Green, who has served as Cleve-
land District superintendent since 2012.

The Rev. Michael Sluder, director of connectional 
ministries: Sluder grew up in Gray, Tenn., and attended 
Gray United Methodist Church. He is a graduate of Emory 
& Henry College, where he received a bachelor’s degree 
in Math and Physics. After accepting the call to ministry, 
Sluder attended Divinity School at Duke University where 
he received a Masters of Divinity in 1988. Sluder was 
ordained an elder in 1990 and is currently serving as the 
associate director of connectional ministries for missions. He 
has served churches in the Johnson City, Chattanooga, and 
Knoxville Districts. He has been married to his wife, Lori, 
for 31 years and they have two grown children, Josh and 
Katie. Sluder follows the Rev. Stella Roberts, who served as 
Holston director of connectional ministries since 2013. 
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KINGSPORT, Tenn. -- The children at Mountain View 
United Methodist Church in Kingsport recently hosted John 
and Charles Wesley for two weeks!

Well, actually they hosted the Flat Wesleys. The Flat 
Wesleys are based on the popular character “Flat Stanley.” 
Discipleship Ministries of the United Methodist Church 
(formerly the General Board of Discipleship) created the 
Flat Wesley brothers as a way to encourage children to live 
out their discipleship as United Methodists and followers 
of Jesus Christ. The program began in February with one 
congregation from each annual and central conferences. The 
children at Mountain View’s Cross-
Club were excited to share their 
guests with their church family and 
the community.   

We greeted them by jumping for 
joy and singing “O for a Thousand 
Tongues to Sing.” Flat John and 
Charles greeted us with a letter 
where they asked us to learn about 
Works of Mercy and Works of Piety.  

We learned that these works are 
what John Wesley called Means of 
Grace.This means of grace is given 
to us by God to help us make time 
and space for God in our lives. It is 
a “method” to nurture and build our 
relationship with God. 

The Flat Wesleys spent time in acts of devotion in our Holy 
Space. We also shared in acts of worship.  

CrossClub Missions led them in acts of compassion and 
acts of justice by creating snack bags for clients of the Kitch-
en of Hope, a local soup kitchen; collecting cans of food 
for Help and Hope Food Pantry; and by creating personal 
hygiene kits for women guests at a local safe house.     

We also took the Flat Wesleys on a fi eld trip to Acuff Cha-
pel (formed in 1783), the oldest Methodist church in Tennes-
see. Francis Asbury was a frequent preacher at this chapel.   

We learned John Wesley said that loving God with all that 
we are (Mark 12:30-31) is the vertical beam of our cross 
(these are our works of piety). Living out our love of God 

by loving those whom God loves, 
our neighbors and ourselves, is the 
horizontal beam (works of mercy). By 
following this “method” we become 
a sign of the coming reign of God, 
our faith is increased, hope in Christ 
is confi rmed and we become growing 
disciples of Jesus Christ.

We encourage congregations in the 
Holston conference to join the itinerate 
of the Flat Wesleys by visiting http://
ministrywithchildren.com/fl atwesleys/  
Like the many generations before 
us you will be blessed by John and 
Charles Wesley.

Native American Ministries Sunday/ April 19: One 
of six “Special Sundays” in the United Methodist Church, Native 
American Ministries (NAM) Sunday equips seminary students 
who will honor and celebrate Native American culture in their 
ministries. NAM offerings also empower congregations to fi nd 
fresh ways to minister to their communities. Write a check to 
your local church with “Native American Ministries Sunday” on 
the memo line, or give online at https://donate.gcfa.org.  

United Methodist Women’s Spiritual Enrichment 
Experience / April 25-26: The Rev. Amy Probst will lead 
a spiritual examination based on the theme, “Feed My Lambs,” 
at  Lake Junaluska Convention Center in N.C. The Hands-on 
Mission Project is designated for Big Stone Gap Church and 
Community Project. For details, visit HolstonUMW.org or contact 
Communications Coordinator Amy Thomas at (423) 470-6050 
or dewey2amy@yahoo.com. 
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