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A New Year’s message of 
hope: “One lone candle can 
pierce the darkness.”
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Knoxville community blessed by
5-year-old’s love for her teacher

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. (Dec. 29, 2014) -- Macon Sloan 
is a fi ve-year-old missionary. At such a young age, this 
old soul is already reaching out in care and concern to 
her community and leading her church at St. Paul United 
Methodist in Fountain City to do the same. 

It all started with the still, small voice of the Holy Spirit. 
Macon’s preschool teacher, Gina, was diagnosed with 
breast cancer. She shared with the students that she would 
need to take time off for treatment and rest. When Macon 
got home that day, she told her parents about her teacher’s 
illness and said, “I love Ms. Gina. I want to help.” The 
subtle nudge of the Holy Spirit spilled over into her par-
ents’ hearts and a plan was formed.

During her 5th birthday weekend, Macon and her family 
got busy turning their home into an ornament factory. 
Everyone had a job, including her visiting family. The 
ornaments were brown felt hearts decorated with snow, 
holly, and bells. Bound together with thread, hopeful 
prayers and a lot of love, the “Hearts for Gina” were cre-
ated and ready to be sold. 

The following Sunday, the second Sunday of Advent, 
Macon bravely stood up and shared about her love for Ms. 
Gina and invited her church family to help her reach her 
goal of selling 50 ornaments. The ornaments were $10 
each and Macon hoped to give Ms. Gina $500 to help with 
medical costs.

Kingdom projects always start with a nudge but the 
Holy Spirit has a tendency to be contagious. Everyone was 
inspired by this mission project and wanted to respond. 
And so it was that Macon sold more than her goal. She 
sold 100 ornaments! As a result, her beloved teacher 
received $1,000 to offset cost for treatments, along with a 
whole host of prayers as the “Hearts for Gina” were given as 
gifts and adorned trees all over town.

As it is written: “The wolf will lie with the lamb, the leopard 
will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the year-
ling together, and a little child will lead them.”-- Isaiah 11:6

 

La Rev. Sarah Varnell es pastora de la Iglesia Metodista Unida de 
St. Paul en Knoxville, Tenn. Para historias adicionales en nuestra 
serie “12 Días de Navidad,” visite 12DaysofXmas.Holston.org.

From our “12 Days of Christmas” series

By Sarah Varnell

Macon Sloan holds one of the homemade Christmas ornaments that blessed 
her preschool teacher as well as her church.
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Resurrection/ Jan. 16-18, Jan. 23-25: Holston Confer-
ence celebrates 30 years of youth ministry through Resurrection, 
the annual winter weekend spiritual event, Jan. 16-18 and 23-25 at 
Gatlinburg Convention Center in Gatlinburg, Tenn. Register at the 
door for $50 per person. For more info, call the Youth Ministry Offi ce 
at (865) 690-4080 or visit ResurrectionYouth.com. 

Divine Rhythm/ Jan. 30-Feb. 1: Holston’s annual winter 
weekend spiritual event for young adults will be held Jan. 30-Feb. 1 

at Mills Auditorium in Gatlinburg, Tenn. Register at the door for $55 
per person. For more info, contact ConnectionalMinistries@Holston.
org, call (865) 690-4080, or visit DivineRhythm.com. 

Register for Summer Camp/ April 1: Registration for 2015 
summer camp at Dickenson, Lookout and Wesley Woods opened 
Nov. 1. To register or learn more, visit www.holstoncamping.com/
campers.html or call (423) 928-2156. Save $15 by registering before 
April 1. 

“You are the light of the world -- like a city on a mountain, glowing in 
the night for all to see.” -- Matthew 5:14 (NLT)

ABINGDON, Va. -- While driving to a meeting late one 
afternoon in December, I passed a subdivision of large brick 
homes with well-manicured lawns. Green Christmas wreaths 
with red bows were centered in each window of every house 
facing the street. The entrance to the subdivision was adorned 
with a perfectly shaped Christmas tree with numerous electri-
cal wires and bulbs.

I concluded that the bulbs on the tree were anxiously await-
ing that moment at dusk when they would automatically break 
forth with a shout of glistening light! “Oh, if only my house 
and tree were decorated so beautifully,” I thought to myself.

As that vision was nestled in my head, I soon approached a 
mobile-home park. There were no brick homes here, though 
there were signs of brick underpinnings for some of the dwell-
ings. Cars and trucks, parked in the yard, partially hid from 
view the much-need repairs of these homes. Nothing in sight 
spoke of the Christmas season -- no decorated tree nor wreaths 
with bows.

Later in the evening, I passed the same way on my return 
trip. Imagine my surprise when I noticed a piercing light, 
perhaps one of those battery-operated candles, glowing in 
the window of one of the mobile homes! I scanned the sur-
roundings to check for other signs of light  – only to fi nd none. 
There was only the brightness of that one lone candle which 
held my attention and, in some strange way, expressed a sense 

of hope and comfort.
I often think of that one 

light and the impression it 
made on me in the surround-
ing darkness. We only need 
drive through our own com-
munities, read the local news-
paper, or watch the evening 
news to be reminded that we 
live in a time of darkness and 
light; war and peace; lack and 
abundance; hate and love; 
injustice and justice; fear and 
faith; despair and hope. In the 
midst of these realities we are 
admonished to let our lights shine by our deeds so that God 
might be glorifi ed and the Church edifi ed.

Sometimes as a faith community we unite to shine -- and 
sometimes we stand alone -- but nonetheless we are called to 
shine for truth, love, peace, hope, goodwill and justice for all. 
It is my hope that the candles and other illuminations of this 
Christmas season will remind us of our power and responsibil-
ity to shine the light. Remember that as we live for Christ, His 
light will shine forth and the darkness will not overtake the 
light.  

The Rev. Sandra Johnson is superintendent of the 91 churches in 
Abingdon District.
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