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United Methodists respond to 
Nepal earthquake.

28 students head to the woods 
to ponder a future in ministry

TOWNSEND, Tenn. -- Hunter Cornett and Vanessa 
Lopez didn’t know what to expect when they arrived for 
“Discovery” at Camp Wesley Woods.

Like the 26 other high-school students invited to spend 
the weekend at the United Methodist camp near the Great 
Smoky Mountains, Cornett and Lopez sensed a call to full-
time ministry.

“I wanted to fi nd out if it was true,” said Lopez, age 15, 
who had been told by four evangelists, on separate occa-
sions, that she would become a missionary.

“I was a little nervous because I didn’t know anyone 
there,” said Cornett, age 17. “But I prayed, ‘Lord, I know 
you want me to do this. I’m here. Work with me.’”

Forty hours later, both teens departed for home with a 
clearer understanding of what a life serving God might 
look like with their unique gifts.

For at least 17 years, Holston Conference Youth Minis-
tries has offered a weekend designed to help high-school 
students explore their calls to ministry, ordained or otherwise. 
Discovery 2015 was held March 20-22 and was attended by 
28 students discerning their futures through small groups, 
speakers, worship, prayer and quiet time.

The Rev. Brooke Atchley, Tazewell District Church and 
Community Worker, gave the opening-night message.

“We looked at the ways God speaks to us, the importance 
of slowing down to hear and see God,” Atchley said. 

Many of the young people, including Cornett and Lopez, 
were invited to Discovery after they responded to a special 
altar call during Resurrection, Holston’s annual spiritual 
retreat for youth in Gatlinburg, according to Laura Lambert 
McLean, associate director of connectional ministries. Others 
were identifi ed by the pastors of their churches.

“I am so thankful that pastors are taking an interest and are 
helping students explore their callings,” McLean said. “Many 
of this year’s participants are already leaders in their local 
congregations. We talked a lot about not having to wait until 
they are older to lead.”

Lopez, a member at El Ministerio del Espiritu Santo, the 
Hispanic congregation at First United Methodist Church in 
Sevierville, Tenn., has already experienced several leader-
ship opportunities at a young age. In 2013, she was one of 

23 church leaders completing a six-month theological course 
administered by Reinhardt University. This spring, she 
attended Holston’s Local Pastors School to serve as translator 
for two Spanish-speaking students: Her father and uncle.

“For a really long time, I wanted to be a surgeon, but I also 
wanted to be a missionary,” Lopez said. “I just felt like I 
wanted to do something for God.”

After “Discovery,” Lopez believes she is called to become 
a medical missionary. On May 23, she will travel with a team 
from Fairview United Methodist Church on her fi rst overseas 
medical mission trip to Guatemala. 

Cornett, a member at Fries United Methodist Church, said 
he returned to his home in Fries, Va., with an interest in youth 
ministry. He wants to pursue a four-year degree in forestry 
management, “which I can use as a way to reach kids.”

Discovery was an “eye-opener and heart-opener,” Cornett 
said, and he enjoyed the late-night talks with other students 
best of all. “I got to listen to a bunch of different stories that 
helped me most to fi gure out my own path.”  

For more “Discovery,” contact Holston’s Youth Ministries Offi ce at 
(865) 690-4080 or visit HolstonYouth.com.

“Discovery” is an annual weekend for high-school students who are won-
dering if God is calling them to full-time ministry.
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Annual Conference/ June 7-11: Leaders of Holston’s 
887 congregations in east Tennessee, southwest Virginia, and 
north Georgia will gather at historic Lake Junaluska Conference 
and Retreat Center to make business decisions for the next 
year and elect delegates for 2016 General Conference and 
Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference. Visit AC.Holston.org.

Youth Assembly/ June 29-July 3: Holston’s annual 
week of discipleship-building for junior-high and senior-high stu-
dents (separate events for each) will be held at Emory & Henry 
College in Emory, Va. Cost is $235 each if registering before 
June 2. For more information, call the Youth Ministries Offi ce at 
(865) 690-4080 or visit HolstonYouth.com.  
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United Methodists respond to Nepal earthquakeUnited Methodists respond to Nepal earthquake
UMCOR (April 27, 2015) – The General Board of Global 

Ministries of The United Methodist Church, through its 
disaster-relief arm and in conjunction with longtime local 
and international partners and Nepal-based Global Ministries 
missionaries, is responding to the devastating earthquake that 
rocked Nepal April 25. 

Today, the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UM-
COR), Global Ministries’ relief and development unit, ap-
proved a grant of $90,000 for international partner Global-
Medic to bring sorely needed clean water to survivors through 
provision of household and public water-fi ltration units. 

UMCOR also is in conversation with United Mission to 
Nepal (UMN), a partner in community-based health and 
education projects in Nepal for more than 60 years. 

“Global Ministries has been in mission with the people of 
Nepal a long time, and that is a great grace in this time of 
need,” said Thomas Kemper, who heads the organization.  
“Our long-established and current work in the communities, 
especially through UMN, spurs our response.” 

That response is assisted further by the fact that UMN 
had the foresight to assign one of its offi cers to participate 
in UMCOR’s most recent regional disaster readiness and 
response training, which was just held in the Philippines in 
February. 

Rev. J. Denise Honeycutt, who leads UMCOR, pointed 
out that the regional trainings “fortify our partners’ capacity 
to respond quickly and effi ciently to crises. The technical 
training UMN received helps UMCOR connect with UMN 
to respond to the most vulnerable people impacted by this 
earthquake.”

 Casualties and the full extent of the damage caused by the 
quake, which struck at 11:41 a.m. local time, are still being 
determined. At least 3,700 people are known to have died and 
6,500 were injured, according to news reports, but search and 

rescue operations continue. Countless people are homeless. 
All fi ve Global Ministries missionaries serving in Nepal, 

and their families, have reported that they are safe. Dr. Lester 
Dornon and his wife Debbie were in the United States on 
missionary itineration. 

Dr. Mark Zimmerman, his wife Deirdre and their children, 
and Katherine Parker were all in-country, but unharmed 
in the event. Mark Zimmerman, who serves with the Nick 
Simons Institute (NSI), which trains and supports skilled 
rural healthcare workers, wrote in an email that aftershocks 
have continued, electric power has been cut and few shops 
are open. 

“All of us in Nepal thank you for your thoughts and prayers 
over the coming days and weeks,” he wrote. Parker reported 
that she was traveling with a group from UMN in Pokhara, 
and was away from her home in the capital when the quake 
struck. “Reports from friends back in Kathmandu are that 
tension levels are high with the 20 plus aftershocks, many of 
which have been 5/6+,” she wrote in an email. 

How you can help 
► Pray for all who have been impacted by this emergency: for 

the people of Nepal, for Global Ministries and UMCOR partners at 
work on the ground there, and for Global Ministries’ five missionar-
ies and their families assigned to serve there. 
►Do not self-deploy to the disaster area. The situation in Nepal 

remains one of search and rescue and not a time for volunteers. 
►Give to UMCOR International Disaster Response, Advance 

#982450. Your gifts to UMCOR International Disaster Response 
make it possible for UMCOR to respond quickly to emergency situ-
ations through our local and international partners. 
►Stay informed. Visit www.umcor.org and www.umcmission.

org for updates and developments regarding Global Ministries’ and 
UMCOR’s response to and accompaniment of survivors. 


