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Jacksboro church hosts 
‘summer adventures in 
reading’ camp 

Family of slain Marine calls on 
Hixson church during time of need

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. --When the family of U.S. 
Marine Staff Sgt. David Wyatt needed a pastor and a 
church to bury their loved one, they turned to the place 
where their children had played in a Christian basketball 
league.

Wyatt, age 35, was one of fi ve killed by a shooter attack-
ing military facilities in Chattanooga on July 16. Hixson 
United Methodist Church hosted Wyatt’s funeral on 
Friday, July 24, welcoming 800 into the sanctuary while 
inviting thousands of others to view the 10-mile funeral 
procession along city streets.

“This was the church being the church, because these 
folks were essentially strangers to us,” said the Rev. Reed 
Shell, senior pastor. “We were very honored that they 
remembered us in their time of need.” 

The family had lived in Chattanooga about two years 
when Wyatt and others were gunned down at a Navy 
and Marine recruitment center. When Hixson UMC was 
contacted and Shell visited the family, he learned they lived 
within two miles of the church and the children had played 
basketball there. 

Wyatt’s children include Heith, age 7, and Rebecca, who cel-
ebrated her 10th birthday one day after her father’s funeral. 

“They were so overwhelmed,” Shell said of his fi rst visit to 
the family, including the widow, Lorri Wyatt. “They wanted 
a church service.”

“The family was grieving, and they were our fi rst priority,” 
Lewis said. “But we were also serving our city, Chattanooga, 
and Chattanooga needed to grieve.”

The church asked the public to reserve seats and parking 
for the family, military and dignitaries -- while inviting them 
to “show support and solidarity” by lining the streets between 
the church and Chattanooga National Cemetery.

About 120 volunteers from Hixson UMC, including a van-
shuttle team from nearby Burks United Methodist Church, 
assembled to provide hospitality, technology, security, child 
care, and assistance for the military, police and media, Lewis 
said. Local businesses and organizations provided food, 
bottled water and other supplies and services.

When the funeral started, thousands of people waving fl ags 

and holding signs waited outside the church and along the 
procession route in the July heat.

“We didn’t have as many people inside the church as we had 
thought,” said Gray Ramsey, a member of Hixson UMC and 
a U.S. Marine veteran of Mike Battery, Wyatt’s unit. “Mainly 
family and friends and the Marines currently in Mike Battery 
… There were commanding generals in attendance as well as 
other military, law-enforcement and political dignitaries.” 

In his funeral message, Shell referred to 1 and 2 Samuel in 
the Old Testament. He said King David knew about military 
strategy and battle, “but he also knew how to grieve. He 
grieved the loss of his friend Jonathan.”

The community’s response had been “so magnifi cent,” 
Shell told mourners. “We’re facing the temptation to follow 
hate and fear or to follow the God of love. The real test for us 
is how we’ll go on from here.”

Church volunteers cared for the children of Wyatt’s 150 
family and friends throughout the day and served them all 
dinner after the burial service. The congregation will continue 
to reach out to the family in the weeks ahead, Shell said.

“We had the ability to set the tone for the whole city on this 
day with our entire demeanor, with the ministry of presence,” 
Lewis said. “The funeral was in some ways the least stressful 
day because of the way everyone was stepping up.”

Hixson United Methodist Church hosts the 0memorial service for Staff Sgt. 
David Wyatt with family, friends, military personnel and dignitaries as guests.
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Jacksboro church hosts summer reading campJacksboro church hosts summer reading camp

 JACKSBORO, Tenn. -- To engage children in the Jacks-
boro-Caryville-LaFollette communities of Campbell County, 
Tennessee, Jacksboro United Methodist Church hosted its 
third annual Summer Adventures in Reading Camp during 
the week of July 13-17.

Nineteen students from 1st to 8th grades participated along 
with 12 adults and two high-school students as instructors 
and guides. Elementary students rotated between fi ve center 
activities: cooking, reading games on Kindles, science, read-
ers’ theater (in which students practice reading a play), and 
direct reading instruction.

The middle-school group focused all of their reading 
instruction around being a detective. They learned about 
fi ngerprints through instruction and participating in a sci-
ence experiment. They read and solved several mysteries and 
crimes.

The camp was from 9 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. Breakfast and 
lunch were served daily. On Wednesday, students went to the 
Jacksboro Fire Station and learned about fi re safety as well 
as the fi refi ghter’s need for good reading skills. The students 
also went to the Jacksboro Library for a tour and information 
about getting a library card. Parents were invited to watch 
the “Readers’ Theater” performances on Friday. Everyone 
enjoyed the plays and then stayed for lunch.

The idea for a reading camp came to the pastor, Rev. Dave 
Grant, a few years ago at the Holston Annual Conference 
when a speaker made reference to elementary school read-
ing skills being a predictor in number of jail cells to build in 
the future. Grant called church member, Cyndi Mabry, who 
had experience as a reading specialist and asked her what she 
thought about doing a summer reading camp to boost reading 
skills and build interest in reading.

Mabry was immediately on board and discovered that both 
Grant and Mabry had the same ideas. The camp began in 
2013 with a pilot, and some adjustments were made in 2014.

In 2015 the church was able to reach out to Caryville El-
ementary School for students who needed extra instructional 
time. The church was happy to have the opportunity to work 
with Caryville Elementary School and reach more students 
for the camp.

Camper numbers remain limited so that there is enough 
attention paid to each child.It is the church’s dream to train 
other churches in taking a similar program back to their com-
munities. 

The Rev. Dave Grant is pastor at Jacksboro United Methodist Church 
and Caryville United Methodist Church. Visit WaytoGive.Holston.org to 
learn more about Holston’s mission emphasis on children in poverty.

LEAD Kids / Aug. 15-16: Children’s ministry staff and vol-
unteers are encouraged to join training with Rev. Leanne Hadley, 
author and authority in children’s spirituality. Plenary sessions will 
be held Saturday, Aug. 15 at State Street UMC in Bristol, Va., and 
Sunday, Aug. 16 at Mountain View UMC in Kingsport, Tenn. Cost 
is $10, including Saturday lunch. Register by calling (865) 690-
4080 or visit www.HolstonLeadKids.org.

Poverty Summit/ Aug. 28-29: Bishop Sandra Steiner 
Ball of the West Virginia Conference will lead two days of serving 
and learning about ministry with the poor at First United Method-
ist Church of Marion, Va. Registration fee is $30 including meals 
and program. Visit Poverty.Holston.org or call Gaye King at (865) 
690-4080.  

Secretaries Association Conference/ Sept. 18-19: 
Church secretaries, administrative assistants, and treasurers are 
invited to the annual retreat for Holston Conference Secretaries 
Association, held at MainStay Inn & Suites in Pigeon Forge, Tenn. 
Registration deadline: Aug. 15. Call (865) 690-4080 or email 
hcsa@holston.org. 

Native American Gathering/ Sept. 18-20: Holston’s 
Native American Ministries Team hosts their annual weekend 
for the public, featuring workshops, worship, meals and a pow 
wow at Coker Creek Village in Tellico Plains, Tenn. Contact Vicki 
Collins at (865) 548-2920 or wahoohoospirit@yahoo.com or visit 
TheGathering.Holston.org. 
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