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Renovation of Alcoa 
Conference Center adds 
space for staff.

Kingston church becomes family 
for ailing 91-year-old member
By Todd Chancey 

KINGSTON, Tenn. – To hear her tell the story, Agnes 
Knight says, “I have outlived all my relatives. No one else 
is left. The only family I have is my church family.”

Agnes Knight celebrated her 91st birthday earlier this 
year in a nursing home due to injuries she sustained after a 
fall. She has been a member of Kingston United Methodist 
Church for more than 25 years.

Last December, Knight was ringing bells for the Salvation 
Army at Kroger. As she was walking back to her car late 
that evening, she fell in the parking lot. She was taken to the 
hospital with several injuries.

After the hospital stay, it was determined she could no 
longer live alone, due to her dementia, and that she would 
need skilled care for an extended period. Yet no one was 
able to make arrangement for her. She had no relatives, no 
next of kin, no one to speak on her behalf.

Pastor Todd Chancey and Rev. Sue Lynn Johnson went 
into action to seek options for caring for Knight. It took sev-
eral months and a court order, but eventually, Chancey was 
named conservator and Johnson was named back-up con-
servator. Finally, after months of paperwork, attorneys and 
an appearance before a judge, Knight had a voice and could 
now be properly cared for.

Kingston United Methodist Church members rallied 
around Knight’s cause. Many volunteers gave more than 300 
hours to assist with Knight’s personal belongings. Her health 
improved and, with the help of church members, Knight was 
able to move into an assisted-living facility where she contin-
ues to received round-the-clock care in the memory unity.

She has her own small apartment within the facility. She is 
able to sleep in her own bed and have some of her own per-
sonal belongings. The church volunteers make sure she is as 
comfortable as possible. They care for her every need.

The court suggested that Knight’s house be sold and all 
her personal belongings be liquidated, providing funds 
to continue her care. Once again, Kingston UMC volun-
teers pitched in and worked with a local  auction company. 
Knight’s household items were sold and the house is now on 
the market. The church family hopes it will sell soon.

Knight’s dementia has progressed to the stage where her 
short-term memory is limited. She does not always remem-
ber Pastor Todd or Rev. Sue Lynn, but that does not stop her 
church family from visiting and sharing God’s love.

“Mrs. Knight is our family and we enjoy caring for her,” 
Chancey said. “We have been blessed by her love and sup-
port for many years, and now it is our turn to give back.”

Johnson, who oversees congregational care at Kingston 
UMC, tells church members, “Get your paperwork in order. 
Make sure you have a plan, know what you want, and who 
you want to help you -- should you be at a place where some-
one else needs to speak on your behalf.”

Several Kingston UMC members have exchanged phone 
numbers for local attorneys who create wills, powers of 
attorney, and fi nancial and medical directives. Chancey has 
been reminding people that the Holston Conference Founda-
tion can also help with estate planning, estate giving, or trust 
documents.

Chancey and Johnson say this has not been an easy pro-
cess, but it was needed to protect the dignity of a beloved 
member of their church family. 

“I have outlived all my relatives. No one else is left. The only family I 
have is my church family.”
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Alcoa center renovation adds space for staff Alcoa center renovation adds space for staff 
ALCOA, Tenn. -- Eight years after the Holston Conference 

headquarters moved from Knoxville to Alcoa, the building at 
217 South Rankin is undergoing construction to make more 
room for staff members and to meet fi re-code requirements.

The $75,000 renovation project focuses on the fi rst fl oor, 
with a few changes on the second fl oor, according to Rick 
Cherry, conference treasurer. The third fl oor, where Bishop 
Dindy Taylor’s offi ce is located, will not be changed.

“The construction on the fi rst fl oor was initiated by the 
necessity of the Holston Conference Foundation needing 
additional space,” Cherry said. “The Foundation leases space 
from the conference. The Foundation has outgrown the cur-
rent space.”

The Holston Conference Board of Trustees decided to use 
existing space on the fi rst fl oor for three staff members and 
storage, freeing up space on the second fl oor for Foundation 
staff, Cherry said.

The second fl oor is the building’s main fl oor, where the 
entrance exists. Roger Redding, executive director of the 
Holston Conference Foundation, said that three offi ces 
formerly occupied by communications and fi nance staff are 
being incorporated in the Foundation suite, located on the 
right side of the building near the main entrance.

“Two doors are being cut to access three offi ces connected 
to our suite,” Redding said. “Paul Bowman will have walls 
and a door which will provide more privacy when meeting 
with prospective donors about plans and options. We will 
then have more space to potentially add another staff person 
sometime in the future.”

Bowman is the Foundation’s director of gift planning. The 
Foundation currently has fi ve full-time staff members and 
one part-time staff.

Construction on the fi rst fl oor was approved by the Council 
on Finance and Administration (CFA), Cherry said, to correct 
preexisting violations of safety and building codes.

The fi rst-fl oor changes will include:

►The existing large meeting room (“event center”) will 
be enclosed and improved with a new emergency exit and 
double doors, as well as accommodations for a new audiovi-
sual system.
► New serving area will be added outside the event center.
► “Break room” will be expanded and enhanced with ad-

ditional cabinets, counter top and doors.
►Central hallway will be extended from the elevator to the 

loading dock. 
►Connectional Ministries storage area will be expanded 

and door will be relocated.
►Audiovisual production offi ce will be provided for com-

munications staff member Donna Hankins.
► Audiovisual “control room” will be provided at the rear 

of the event center. 
►Administrative services offi ces and hallways will be 

adapted for Cherry and his assistant, Angela Lee. 

The renovation is projected to be complete by Nov. 5, Lee 
said. “The estimated cost of the project is $75,000 and was 
approved by the CFA to be paid with reserves held in invest-
ment,” Cherry said.

In addition, audiovisual equipment to be purchased for the 
event center will cost less than $20,000. “This is an upgrade 
that has been requested many, many times from groups and 
people who utilize this center for meetings,” Cherry said.

Redding said that part of the renovation cost may be paid 
from a bequest from Erma Greenwood. 

A construction sign stands outside the Alcoa Conference Center.


