
 

Lay Servant Ministries Report  

2018 Mountain View District Conference 

The Lay Servant Ministry is a Ministry of the Laity that is intended to provide avenues for a lay person 

to receive some training and answer their calling of service to the Lord Jesus Christ.  The standards 

that guide this ministry can be found in the 2016 Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church 

and are made up of different opportunities for training which are; (1) Certified Lay Servant, (2) 

Certified Lay Speaker, (3) Certified Lay Minister and (4) Certified Lay Missioner.  All these ministries 

begin with a Basic Course and then has a defined curriculum for each ministry path. 

This district administers the ministry with a team concept.  That team is made up of; Patti Allen, Jon 

Pursley, and Rob Saunders.  Responsibilities include; discern and apply the ministry standards as 

defined by the 2016 Book of Discipline, schedule and facilitate training for each category of ministry 

on a timely basis, provide review of candidates as required, and coordinate with the Holston 

Conference body of Lay Servant Ministry for issuance of certificates to those who successfully 

complete the set standards.   

Since last District Conference there has been a Certified Lay Minister course that includes a four-

module course that was attended by around fifteen candidates from this district and about five from 

other districts.  Interviews by the District Board of Ordained Ministry are required as well as a defined 

covenant for the ministry and body in which they are called.  Historically, the district has provided two 

Lay Servant/Speaker classes per year that included the Basic Course.  This year we have five 

individuals who have completed all the requirements for Lay Speaker.      

Some progress of populating a Conference wide data base has been achieved.  As completion and 

submission of the Lay Servant, Lay Speaker and Lay Ministers report that is required as a part of 

each churches charge conference continues, the data base update will continue. 

We would close by saying that it is not necessary to have any type certification to serve your local 

church, but The Lay Servant Ministries process is intended to provide training, so your service may 

be accentuated.  It can provides insight into our service to our church as well a better understanding 

of our history and standards set by our denomination.  It is a noble calling to serve the Lord and the 

better understanding we have of our ministry of service the better we may serve.   

These thoughts respectfully submitted by your Lay Servant Ministries Team.     
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