
 

 

 

 

2018 MOUNTAIN VIEW DISTRICT HISPANIC MINISTRIES REPORT 

In June the congregation of lglesia Rios de Agua Viva celebrated their twelve year anniversary 

with over 200 persons in attendance. This celebration also included two baptisms. The 

attendance at this event speaks volumes about the state of the Rios church. Last year I 

reported that our Hispanic church was very much in a state of transition and that this ministry 

was very fragile. This year I am happy to report that while this ministry is still fragile, it is 

definitely more stable than last year. 

 
The big news for 2018 is that the Rios church for the first time since Rev. Arturo Reyna left 

now has a pastor. Rev Susana Lopez received a dual appointment by the 2018 Holston Annual 

Conference. She will pastor lglesia Rios de Agua Viva in Morristown and El Ministerio del 

Espiritu Santo in Sevierville. Rev. Lopez is Rev. Reyna's sister and was already well known by 

the Rios congregation. I feel that her appointment definitely adds stability, new ministry 

opportunities, and growth potential for our Hispanic congregation. 

 
Congregational involvement, participation, and attendance are good. Nine members of the 

Rios congregation attended lay speaker training in April. The church has so far this year 

sponsored three fund raisers to help support the men's, women' s, and youth groups. The 

church has already hosted one revival and has a second revival planned for August 24 and 25. 

Currently the weekly schedule includes a men's service, a women's service and a youth service. 

Once a month the church holds a vigil until midnight. Average attendance for 2018 has been 

slightly over forty four persons per week which is a weekly increase over last year of four 

persons per week. The average offering  for 2018 has been in excess of five hundred dollars 

per week. Total offering from the Morristown Hispanic congregation in 2017 was less than 

twelve thousand dollars while the 2018 offering has already exceeded fifteen thousand dollars. 

Rev.Lopez reports that "Everyone is excited and motivated to continue to move forward". 

 

The greatest challenge that our Hispanic church has faced this year has been the combined 

INS/IRS raid on the Bean Station meat packing plant. As you can well imagine, this raid has 

created a great deal of fear and uncertainty within the local Hispanic community. At least one 

person associated with the Morristown congregation has been taken into custody; and as far as 

I know his fate is still undetermined. Our district office served as a collection point for financial 

and other forms of aid for the Hispanic community in the aftermath of this raid. Our district has 

been able to help several Hispanic families with housing and living expenses during this time. 

 
Thank you,Thank you,Thank you for all the prayers and support you have offered our 

Hispanic ministry over the last twelve years. This ministry is and will continue to be a missional 

ministry which means that this ministry depends and will continue to depend upon your 

prayers and your support for its continuation and its success. Matthew 28:18-19 records these 

words of Jesus "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit". This ministry remains an opportunity for our district to follow Jesus' 

commandment and make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
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