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Special Word of Thanks
We want to express a special word of gratitude to the following persons 
who have worked so diligently behind the scenes to prepare meaningful 
worship services for our time together at Annual Conference 2016 under 
the theme, “Bless.”

Altar Settings: 
 Rev. Sarah M. Slack, First UMC, Maryville, Maryville District
Music Director: 
 Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Maryville District
Organist: 
 Mr. Bryan K. Underwood, First UMC, Marion, Abingdon District
Pianist: 
 Mrs. Sandra Rouse, Fairview UMC, Maryville District
Head Usher: 
 Rev. W. Anthony “Tony” Collins, Spring City/Reed’s Chapel UMC, Cleveland District
Leader, Morning Bible Study: 
 Bishop Richard C. Looney, Retired, Chattanooga District
Assistance with Worship Preparation: 
 Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Maryville District 
 Rev. James R. “Rusty” Taylor, Director, Congregational Development 
  and Revitalization, Maryville District 
 Rev. Michael G. Sluder, Director, Connectional Ministries, Maryville District 
 Rev. Carol E. Wilson, Executive Assistant to the Bishop, Maryville District 
 Rev. Daniel H. Taylor, Jr., Conference Secretary, Knoxville District 
 Rev. Glenna Manning, Concord UMC, Oak Ridge District 
 Mrs. Becky Hall, Christ UMC, Chattanooga District 
 Mrs. Lori L. Sluder, Executive Secretary to the Bishop, Maryville District 
 Ms. Donna Hankins, Multimedia Coordinator, Holston Conference 
 Mr. Rick Cherry, Conference Treasurer/Director, Administrative Services,  
  Holston Conference 
 Mrs. Karen Wright, Administrative Assistant, Connectional Ministries, Holston Conference
Audio-Visual and Sound Support:
 Mrs. Becky Hall, Christ UMC, Chattanooga District
 Ms. Donna Hankins, Conference Staff
 Stuart Auditorium AV Crew, Lake Junaluska, NC
Worship Book Preparation:
 Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Maryville District 
 Rev. Carol E. Wilson, Executive Assistant to the Bishop, Maryville District 
 Mrs. Millie Meese, Conference Staff, Knoxville District 
 Mrs. Lori L. Sluder, Executive Secretary to the Bishop, Maryville District
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Annual Conference Worship Schedule
Pre-Service Music will begin 30 minutes prior to the worship services  

on Sunday and Tuesday evenings and Wednesday morning.

Evening Worship 
  Sunday, June 5, 2016, 7:30 p.m., Stuart Auditorium 
 Celebrant: Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor, Holston Area 
 Liturgist: The Reverend Carl Marshall, New Mt. Olive/New Hope UMC,  
  Wytheville  District 
 Music: Fairview UMC Choir & Praise Team, Maryville District

Morning Bible Study with Holy Communion 
  Monday, June 6, 2016, 8:30 a.m., Stuart Auditorium 
 Bible Study: Bishop Richard C. Looney, Retired, Chattanooga District 
 Celebrant: The Reverend Linda I. McDaniel, First-Centenary UMC,  
  Chattanooga District 
 Liturgist:  Mr. David Goodman, Trinity UMC, Big Stone Gap District 
 Dance Ministry:  Ceres Charge Youth, Tazewell District

Memorial Service 
  Monday, June 6, 2016, 2:00 p.m., Stuart Auditorium 
 Preacher:   The Reverend David Graves, Knoxville District 
 Music: Annual Conference Choir

An Evening of Inspiration 
  Monday, June 6, 2016, 7:30 p.m., Stuart Auditorium 
 Speaker:   Mr. Inky Johnson

Morning Bible Study with Holy Communion 
  Tuesday, June 7, 2016, 8:30 a.m., Stuart Auditorium 
 Bible Study: Bishop Richard C. Looney, Retired, Chattanooga District 
 Liturgist:   The Reverend Elizabeth Hernandez, Door of Heaven UMC,  
  Wytheville District 
 Celebrant: The Reverend Randall E. Wright, Harrogate/Arthur/Mtn. View UMC,    
  Oak Ridge District 
 Music: Abel and Nicole Carrico and the Holston UM Home for Children, 
  Greeneville, TN, Morristown District

Retirement Recognition 
  Tuesday, June 7, 2016, 11:00 a.m., Stuart Auditorium

Mission Celebration 
  Tuesday, June 7, 2016, 7:00 p.m., Stuart Auditorium 
 Preacher:   The Reverend Brooke Atchley, Church & Community Worker,  
  Tazewell District 
 Music: Roger Williams & the All Mixed-Up Quartet, Fairview UMC,  
  Maryville District; Annual Conference Choir

Service of Ordination, Commissioning, and Recognition and Sending Forth 
  Wednesday, June 8, 2016, 9:00 a.m., Stuart Auditorium 
 Preacher: Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor, Holston Area 
 Music: The Lake Junaluska Singers
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Presiding and Preaching
Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor

Resident Bishop
Holston Annual Conference

Evening Worship and Holy Communion
Sunday, June 5, 2016 ~ 7:30 p.m.

Service of Ordination, Commissioning, and 
Recognition and Sending Forth
Wednesday, June 8, 2016 ~ 9:00 a.m.

Preaching

The Reverend David Graves
Knoxville District 

Holston Annual Conference

Memorial Service 
Monday, June 6, 2016 ~ 2:00 p.m. 

A Night of Inspiration with  

Mr. Inky Johnson
Presented in partnership with the Men’s Small Group 

Ministry, Concord UMC, Oak Ridge District
Monday, June 6, 2016 ~ 7:30 p.m. 

The Reverend L. Brooke Atchley
Tazewell District 

Holston Annual Conference

Mission Celebration 
Tuesday, June 7, 2016 ~ 7:00 p.m. 
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Sunday, June 5, 2016 ● 7:30 p.m.
Stuart Auditorium 

Evening Worship
The Third Sunday after Pentecost

“God is ready to overwhelm you with more blessings than you could ever imagine so that 
you’ll always be taken care of in every way and you’ll have more than enough to share.”

2 Corinthians 9:8 (The Voice)

Pre-Service Music, 7:00-7:30 p.m.     Fairview UMC Music Ministry
Prelude      Mr. Bryan K. Underwood
Words of Welcome and Call to Order     Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor
Call to Worship “Declare Your Name” Cymbala  
     Fairview UMC Music Ministry
*Processional Hymn of Unity #553  
   “And Are We Yet Alive” dennis

*Prayer    Mr. Wesley Rouse
*Hymns of Praise #140 “Great is Thy Faithfulness”  faithfulness

Hebrews 13:15-16
“Therefore, let us offer through Jesus a continual sacrifice of praise to God, 

proclaiming our allegiance to His name.
And don’t forget to do good and to share with those in need.

These are the sacrifices that please God.”
    “Your Grace is Enough” Maher/Tomlin
Evening Prayer   The Reverend Carl T. Marshall
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Anthem  “Awesome” Fairview UMC Music Ministry
Scripture Reading II Corinthians 9:8 Bishop Taylor
Sermon     Bishop Taylor
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Holy Communion
The Invitation    Bishop Taylor

Christ our Lord invites to His table all who love Him, who repent of their 
sin, and who seek to live in peace with their neighbors. As we prepare to 
join in the evening feast with our Lord, let us confess our sins together:

Prayer of Confession
Forgive them all, O Lord:

Our sins of omission and our sins of commission;
the sins of our youth and the sins of our riper years,

the sins of our souls and the sins of our bodies;
our secret and more open sins, 

our sins of ignorance and surprise, and
our more deliberate and presumptuous sins;

the sins we commit to please others,
the sins we commit to please ourselves;

the sins we know and remember
and the sins we have forgotten;

the sins we strive to hide from others
and the sins by which we have made others offend;

Forgive them all, O Lord; 
please forgive them all for His sake,

He who died for our sins and rose for our justification
and now stands at Your right hand and makes intercession for us,

Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen.
(John Wesley 1738)

Anyone in Christ becomes a new person altogether; the past is finished 
and gone, everything has become fresh and new. Friends, believe the 
good news of the gospel:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing,

always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
In the beginning your Spirit moved over the face of the waters.
You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life.
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast.
Your Spirit came upon prophets and teachers, 

anointing them to speak your Word.
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn:
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(Sung response) “Holy, Holy, Holy” Scholtes
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
 Heaven and earth are filled with Your glory. (Repeat)
Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest.
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.
At his baptism in the Jordan your Spirit descended upon him 

and declared him your beloved Son.
With your Spirit upon him he turned away the temptations of sin.
Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor, 

to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
and to announce that the time had come 
when you would save your people.

He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners.
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection, 

you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.

When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always, 
baptizing us with the Holy Spirit and with fire, as on the Day of Pentecost.

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, 
gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:

“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”
When the supper was over he took the cup, 

gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:
“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
On the day you raised him from the dead 

he was recognized by his disciples in the breaking of the bread, 
and in the power of your Holy Spirit your Church has continued 
in the breaking of the bread and the sharing of the cup.

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us,

as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
(Sung response)    Hall
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 

and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 

that we may be for the world the body of Christ, 
redeemed by his blood and empowered by the gifts of the Spirit.
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Worship Participants:
Mary Virginia Taylor, Resident Bishop, Holston Area,

The United Methodist Church
Prayer ~ The Reverend Carl T. Marshall, New Mt. Olive/New Hope UMC, 

Wytheville District
Music Leader ~ Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Maryville District

Organist ~ Mr. Bryan K. Underwood, First UMC, Marion, Abingdon District
Musicians ~ Fairview UMC Music Ministry

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 
showing forth the fruit of the Spirit until Christ comes in final victory, and 
we feast at his heavenly banquet.

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, 
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever.

(Sung response)
Amen.     Hall
Breaking the Bread
Giving the Bread and Cup  (A gluten-free station is available behind section 7)
Worship Music during Communion Fairview UMC Music Ministry
*Hymn of Faith “In Christ Alone” Getty 
*Benediction    Bishop Taylor
*Postlude     Fairview UMC Music Ministry
*Please stand as you are able.
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Monday, June 6, 2016 ● 8:30 a.m.
Stuart Auditorium 

Morning Bible Study and Holy Communion
He has given me a new song to sing, a hymn of praise to our God. 

Many will see what he has done and be amazed. 
They will put their trust in the Lord. 

Psalm 40:3 (NLT)

Prelude   Mr. Bryan K. Underwood
Prayer    Mr. David Goodman
*Hymn of Praise “10,000 Reasons” Redman
Bible Study  Bishop Richard C. Looney
The Great Thanksgiving  The Reverend Linda I. McDaniel
The Lord be with you. 
and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our Lord thanks and praise.
Great and mysterious God of creation, 
we do give you thanks 
for the wonders of life, 
the beauty of the world we live in, 
and the deep and expansive universe 
of which we are only a small part.
We thank you 
that you have not left us alone in this world. 
We are blessed with the community of others; 
we experience your presence 
in the love we share, 
and in mysterious ways beyond our abilities to comprehend or put into words.
We are grateful for the covenants of grace 
you have always offered to your people. 
In ages past you sent leaders and prophets 
to show us your ways and guide our paths. 
When we failed you did not reject us; 
you are a God of second chances and even more. 
You are merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
You accept our repentance 
and offer us forgiveness.
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When the time was right, 
you sent Jesus among us 
to demonstrate your love 
in new and radical ways. 
As we gather around this table to share this meal, 
we remember the great extent of his selfless love 
and give you thanks in humility and awe.
We add our voices to the chorus of history, 
who praise you in various ways, 
in a multitude of languages 
forever glorifying Your name saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest!

You are holy, dear God, 
and blessed is Jesus Christ, 
who came and who comes in your name. 
Born into a humble family, 
he challenged the kings and rulers of his day. 
Submitting himself to baptism and temptation, 
he redefined what it means to be holy. 
Teaching with wisdom and authority, 
he helped us understand you and our world 
in new and transforming ways. 
Healing those who were broken, 
he hinted at the wonders of your new creation. 
Eating with outcasts and sinners, 
he showed us how to live with others. 
Loving you and loving us with his entire being, 
he demonstrated what it means 
to be created in your image 
and to see your reflection in others, 
whether they be our friends or our enemies. 
Suffering humiliation 
at the hands of those in power, 
he displayed the true power of weakness. 
Rising from the dead, 
He proved that nothing is beyond the power 
of your redemptive love.
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Prayers of the People 
And so we are bold to come to you in prayer, 
naming out loud our joys and our concerns, 
our happiness and our fears.
As we come to share the richness of your table, 
we cannot forget the rawness of the earth.
We cannot take bread 
and forget those who are hungry.
We cannot take this cup 
and forget those who are thirsty.
We cannot hear your words of peace 
and forget the world at war.
We cannot celebrate a family feast 
and forget our divisions.
We cannot gather around this table 
and forget those who are suffering.
So hear now, loving God, 
the prayers and petitions of our hearts.
(All pray in silence)
Gracious and loving God, 
infuse this sanctuary 
with the presence of your Spirit. 
Bring us into communion with Christ 
as we experience his presence 
in this sacred meal. 
May these ordinary elements of life, 
this bread and this cup, 
be transformed by your presence 
into the body and blood of Christ, 
nourishing us with spiritual food, 
and equipping us to be 
the body of Christ in the world.
Filled with your Spirit, 
may we do justice, 
love kindness, 
and walk humbly with you, 
loving you with our entire beings, 
and loving others as ourselves.
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God, these are the marks of your kingdom, 
which we pray for now as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Breaking the Bread
Giving the Bread and Cup  (A gluten-free station is available behind section 7)
Worship Music during Communion 
Dance Ministry “Blessings” Ceres Charge Youth 
*Hymn of Faith “Love Lifted Me” love lifted me

*Benediction   Reverend McDaniel
Postlude    Mr. Bryan K. Underwood
*Please stand as you are able.

Worship Participants:
Bible Study ~ Bishop Richard C. Looney, Retired, Chattanooga District

Liturgist: Mr. David Goodman, Trinity UMC, Big Stone Gap District
Celebrant: The Reverend Linda I. McDaniel, First-Centenary UMC, Chattanooga District

Music Leader ~ Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Maryville District
Organist ~ Mr. Bryan K. Underwood, First UMC, Marion, Abingdon District

Dancers ~ Ceres Charge Youth, Tazewell District

Acknowledgement:
Liturgy written by John W. Vest, November 25, 2010, johnvest.com
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Monday, June 6, 2016 ● 2:00 p.m.
Stuart Auditorium

Memorial Service
“I am the resurrection and the life. 

Anyone who believes in me will live, even if they die. 
And whoever lives by believing in me will never die.”

John 11:25-26 (NIRV)

Prelude          Mr. Bryan K. Underwood
*Processional Hymns of Praise #110  
   “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” ein’ feste burg 

Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd; 

I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; 

He leadeth me beside the still waters. 
He restoreth my soul; 

He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness 
for His name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil; 
for Thou art with me;

Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me. 
Thou preparest a table before me 
in the presence of mine enemies; 
thou anointest my head with oil; 

my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life; 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

“Whom Shall I Fear” 
You hear me when I call; You are my morning song. 

Though darkness fills the night, it cannot hide the light. 
Whom shall I fear? 

You crush the enemy underneath my feet. 
You are my sword and shield though troubles linger still. 

Whom shall I fear?
I know Who goes before me; I know Who stands behind. 

The God of angel armies is always by my side. 
The One who reigns forever, He is a friend of mine. 

The God of angel armies is always by my side.
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My strength is in Your name, For You alone can save. 
You will deliver me; Yours is the victory. 

Whom shall I fear? Whom shall I fear?
Nothing formed against me shall stand. 

You hold the whole world in Your hands. 
I’m holding on to Your promises;
You are faithful, You are faithful.

*Greeting    Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor
 We have gathered here to celebrate the lives of those 
who have served faithfully through the years 
and now share the triumph of Christ. 
We affirm with praise and thanksgiving the goodness of our Lord. 
Let us rejoice in God’s presence with us, in death as in life 
among those who mourn  
as with those who now see Christ face to face. 
In the midst of our grief we sing with joy, 
for God’s love is over all that has been made. 
 Blessed be God’s glorious name forever.

Silent Procession of the Memorial Banners
The bells on the memorial banners represent the lives of those being remembered 
in today’s service and those persons who have been instrumental in the walks of 
faith of today’s worshipping congregation. Please remember this great cloud of 
witnesses in silent prayer as we give thanks for their faithful witness.

Prayer     Bishop Taylor
Tender and compassionate God, 

we seek to know you through the hearing of your Word 
and pray that we may go beyond hearing to obeying, 
as shown by the faithful lives of your departed servants 
whom we honor today. 

We know that they are precious in your eyes, 
worthy of your special attention and ours, 
for they served well in the task that you gave them. 

Grant that we may feel your presence 
As did the followers who knew Jesus in the breaking of the bread, 

and may we experience the fire within 
that sent them out to share good news. Amen.  

Anthem   “How Great Thou Art” Rouse/Kirkland 
     Annual Conference Choir
Introduction of Preacher  Bishop Taylor
Scripture Reading  Ephesians 3:1-7 The Reverend David Graves
Sermon   “What a Gift” Reverend Graves
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*Hymn of Faith # 377  “It Is Well with My Soul” ville du havre

Reading of the Names   Bishop Taylor 
As Bishop Taylor calls the names of those we remember, we invite you to stand if 
you are a family member, were blessed by their ministry, or if this person made a 
significant impact upon you during her or his ministry.

Prayer for the Saints and Faithful Departed Bishop Taylor
Everliving God, 

this day revives in us memories of loved ones who are 
with us no more. 

What happiness we shared when they walked among us. 
What joy, when, loving and being loved, we lived our lives together. 
Their memory is a blessing for ever.
Months or years may have passed, and still we feel near to them. 
Our hearts yearn for them. 
Though the bitter grief has softened, duller pain abides; 

for the place where once they stood is empty now. 
The links of life are broken, but the links for love and longing cannot 

break. 
Their souls are bound up in ours for ever. 
We see them now with the eye of memory, 

their faults forgiven, their virtues grown larger. 
So does goodness live, and weakness fade from sight. 
We remember them with gratitude and bless their names. 

 Their memory is a blessing for ever.
And we remember as well the members 

who but yesterday were part of our congregations and communities. 
To all who cared for us and labored for all people, we pay tribute. 
May we prove worthy of carrying on the tradition of our faith, 

for now the task is ours. 
Their souls are bound up in ours for ever. 
We give you thanks that they now live and reign with you. 
As a great crowd of witnesses, they surround us with their blessing, 

and offer you hymns of praise and thanksgiving. 
 They are alive for ever more. Amen.

*Hymn of Adoration #302 
    “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” easter hymn

*Benediction   Bishop Taylor
Postlude    Mr. Bryan K. Underwood
*Please stand as you are able.
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Worship Participants:
Mary Virginia Taylor, Resident Bishop, Holston Area,

The United Methodist Church
Preacher ~ The Reverend David Graves, Church Street UMC, Knoxville District

Music Leader ~ Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Maryville District
Organist ~ Mr. Bryan K. Underwood, First UMC, Marion, Abingdon District

  Choir ~ Lay and Clergy Members and Guests of the Holston Conference

Following the service, family members of those memorialized today will be  
in the tent between Stuart Auditorium and Harrell Center for you to greet.
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Clergy Members 
In Memoriam

John Yost Bacon 1/7/1928 9/30/2015

Paul Edward Brown, Sr. 9/30/1916 10/29/2015

Jim Dean Darnell 5/27/1961 3/9/2016

Bobby Henry Ely 6/25/1931 9/30/2015

William Henry “Bill” Horner, Sr. 10/15/1926 4/2/2016

James A. “Jim” Jenkins 3/4/1946 10/8/2015

Henry “Allen” Karnes 7/21/1949 9/15/2015

Warren Ray McDougle, Sr. 11/6/1928 3/16/2016

Kenneth Millard Newman, Sr. 7/29/1931 12/2/2015

Lawrence Lee Nuckolls 3/5/1946 5/24/2015

Rudolph W. Pope 6/6/1930 2/22/2016

Steve Moses Tuck 7/7/1950 8/11/2015

Kenneth Crawford Verran 11/24/1927 8/10/2015

William Raymond “Bill” Wells 7/21/1937 5/20/2015
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Diaconal Ministers 
In Memoriam

Marianna Rowlett Harris 10/14/1932 9/19/2015
(Rev. James Bibb Harris, Jr.) 

Grace Free Parkhill 10/13/1921 12/2/2015
(Rev. Thomas M. Parkhill)

Clergy Spouses 
In Memoriam

Jeannie O’Dell Everhart 4/13/1947 9/5/2015
(Rev. Donald Lee Everhart) 

Dorothy “Dot” Kenney 3/3/1933 5/22/2015
(Rev. L. Dwight Kenney) 

Inez Louise Linkous 3/3/1946 8/29/2015
(Rev. Larry A. Linkous) 
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Surviving Spouses 
In Memoriam

Lelia Freeman Clawson 12/6/1927 2/5/2016
(Rev. Edward C. Clawson) 

Edith Maxine Forbes 6/23/1932 1/14/2016
(Rev. Samuel G. Barnes) 

Elizabeth Lamon Gillespie 4/22/1914 9/28/2015
(Rev. Robert C. Gillespie) 

Frazelia Walker Grisham 10/24/1922 7/17/2015
(Rev. D.M Grisham) 

Joyce E. Coleman Grostephan 12/15/1931 9/4/2015
(Rev. Joseph H. Grostephan)

Virgie Phipps Killen 11/25/1931 3/7/2016
(Rev. Charles M. Killen) 

Virginia Ann Taylor Kincheloe 8/5/1939 7/31/2015
(Rev. John Jack Kincheloe

Virgie Lydia Lewis 7/13/1918 8/16/2015
(Rev. Franklin Eugene Lewis)

Jeanne S. Long 6/22/1938 7/18/2015
(Rev. Kenneth Thomas Long) 

Marjorie S. “Rusty” McDonald 7/16/1939 4/23/2016
(Rev. Donald F. McDonald) 

Pauline McNeil Pitsinger 2/13/1924 12/27/2015
(Rev. Barnes S. “Barney” Pitsinger) 

Jamie B. Running 10/9/1934 2/18/2016
(Rev. Russell David Running) 

Addie Bell Ruth St. Clair 5/27/1926 3/14/2016
(Rev. George St. Clair)
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Clergy

John Yost Bacon 
1928 – 2015
Dr. John Yost Bacon, retired United Methodist minister and U.S. 
Army chaplain, age 87, took up residence in his heavenly home 
on Wednesday, September 30, 2015. He compiled 43 years of 
pastoral ministry, including six years as Superintendent of the 
Abingdon District. Following retirement from the Conference 
in 1996, he served six more years as Assistant Pastor of Hixson 
United Methodist Church in Chattanooga. During his 43 years 
of itinerate service, he held appointments in the Johnson City, 
Knoxville, Chattanooga, Morristown, Abingdon, and Cleveland 

Districts. In 2003, he was diagnosed with Chronic Myeloid Leukemia (CML) at which time he 
retired completely from church duties.

John Bacon was born January 7, 1928, in Pikeville, KY. When he was a child, his family 
moved to Tennessee, and historic Jonesborough became his hometown. He graduated from 
Jonesborough High School in 1946, where he was president of his senior class.

Dr. Bacon was the son of the late Lonnie and Herma Maynard Bacon of Jonesborough. 
He was also preceded in death by his only sibling, Elizabeth (Betty) Bacon Lopez of 
Waynesville, NC. 

John earned degrees at Tennessee Wesleyan College in Athens, East Tennessee State 
University in Johnson City (B.S. in Music), and Emory University in Atlanta. He also 
graduated from the Army Chaplain School at Fort Hamilton, NY. While he was a student in 
Candler School of Theology at Emory University, he also served a part-time appointment of 
three small rural churches in the Cleveland District. It was while he was spending weekends 
in Cleveland that he met the young lady who would become his wife. John had taken a group 
of young people from his churches to attend a youth rally at Broad Street United Methodist 
Church. The person who was directing the recreation that evening was Billie Deane Reed, 
Assistant Home Demonstration Agent of Bradley County. They began a courtship, which 
culminated in their marriage at First United Methodist Church of Cleveland on December 30, 
1956. Born to their union were two sons and two daughters: Gerald Wesley, John Michael, 
Melinda Suzanne, and Angela Lea Bacon.

Following graduation from seminary, John received a commission in the Chaplain 
Branch of the United States Army. He was assigned to the 30th Armored Division of the 
Army National Guard of Tennessee. During his time in the military, he received the Army 
Commendation Medal and the Distinguished Service Ribbon, primarily for conducting 
military funerals and burials of returning casualties of the Vietnam War in the 1960s and 
1970s.

John served Holston Conference as chair of the Equitable Salaries Commission, which 
dealt with the minimum salaries of ministers with varying levels of education and experience. 
He also served on the Board of Governors of Emory & Henry College in Emory, VA, the 
Board of Trustees of Tennessee Wesleyan College in Athens, TN, and the Board of Trustees 
of Holston Home for Children in Greeneville, TN.

Surviving Dr. Bacon are his wife of almost 59 years, Billie Reed Bacon, children, Gerald 
Wesley Bacon of Murfreesboro, TN, Suzanne Bacon Davis and husband, Paul Davis of 
Resaca, GA, Angela Bacon Gross and husband, Todd Gross of Hixson, TN, and John 
Michael Bacon and wife, Thong of Murfreesboro, TN, and two grandchildren, Chloe Bacon 
and Jared Gross.

A Celebration of Life service was conducted at Hixson United Methodist Church on 
October 4, 2015. Eulogies were given by Bishop Richard Looney, retired United Methodist 
bishop, The Reverend Reed Shell, and Mr. Sammy Gooden. Burial was at the Chattanooga 
National Cemetery.
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John enjoyed e-mailing old friends. He also enjoyed doing yard work at home as well as at 
their house at Laurel Mountain Lakes in Madisonville, TN. He had a beautiful tenor voice and 
was an accomplished pianist. All four of his children graduated from UT Knoxville, and he was 
a fan of UT football. It is said that John could relate to people of all ages in his congregation. 
He was known for his friendly, out-going personality, clever sense of humor, musical talent, 
athletic ability, and his general love of people. He was also a wonderful role model and was 
adored by his children and grandchildren.

Paul Edward Brown, sr.
1916 – 2015
To my friends and co-workers in Christ. 
I have been blessed with nearly 100 years as a member of the 
Methodist Church. My pilgrimage began September 30, 1916, 
in Norfolk, WV. My parents James Avery Brown and Lilly Cook 
Brown were members of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. 
I joined that fellowship at the age of ten. My father sang in the 
choir and encouraged weekly attendance. My mother raised my 
sister Thelma Brown Aker and me with the Bible as her guide. 
At the age of 14, my father was tragically killed at work. My 

mother moved our small family from the coal fields of West Virginia to a small farm outside of 
Chilhowie, VA. With the help of her father and brother-in-law Walter Brown, we started a small 
farm. 

We joined Mountain View Methodist Church South outside of Chilhowie. With time spent in 
this fellowship and in prayer on the hillsides of our farm, I responded to God’s call to preach. 
My commitment was strengthened by the support of the Epworth League and Abingdon 
District youth programs. 

The depression was devastating. Thanks to God for Emory & Henry, a small Methodist 
College founded on principles of Christian nurturing and education for students of southwest 
Virginia and its neighboring areas. With work scholarships, I completed a BA degree at E&H in 
1938. I held several revivals in the summers and had a student-appointment to a small church 
in Radford, Virginia, while at E&H. These opportunities honed my preaching skills, as well as 
earned money for college. I completed a M.A. and Bachelors of Sacred Theology at Boston 
University. In 1938 as a summer youth leader for youth in the Abingdon District I met and later 
married Annie Pauline Cornett,  Abingdon District Secretary of Youth Work. She accepted my 
call into the ministry as her own and together we served for over 60 years. 

1938 was significant in that the North and South Methodist Churches united after being 
separated for more than 100 years. In 1947, I was pastor, chaplain, and teacher of religion 
at E&H where I mentored young men and women who would become some of Holston 
Conference’s strongest leaders. While at E&H, I completed a PhD under the tutorage of 
theologian Edwin Lewis, a renowned counter force to radical theological liberalism. Pauline 
and I subsequently served churches with one goal- disciple, shepherd, lead, and grow people in 
discipleship to Christ. 

There were many tests of faith:
• To challenge men and women to accept Christ 
• To increase membership in all our churches 
• To help churches equip themselves for the expanding membership 
• New parsonage in St. Paul, Knoxville 
• New Sunday School addition, Trinity, Oak Ridge
• New church structure- sanctuary, Sunday School rooms, kitchen, fellowship 
• hall, offices, First Methodist, Maryville 
• As District Superintendent of Clinton-Oak Ridge District, we developed a plan for a 

minimum salary for pastors of the conference 
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• Developed a plan for equitable salaries for senior pastors commensurate with other 
conferences in Methodism 

• Accepted Bishop L. Scott Allen as the first African American bishop over a Caucasian 
conference

The Clinton District had a bombing of Clinton High School in rejection of segregation. God’s 
plan of love was greatly challenged in this Clinton-Oak Ridge District, which made Bishop 
Allen’s leadership much more challenging. God opened the hearts and minds in my District. All 
Caucasian Kern Memorial of Oak Ridge voted to accept African American pastor Dr. Walter 
Willis. He served successfully for four years. This was a first in the Southeastern Jurisdiction. 
I served as co-chairman of our conference to integrate the West Virginia and East Tennessee 
conference of African American churches with Holston Conference. We were able to resolve 
problems of pensions, salaries, and appointments for these combined Holston conferences.

As president of the Board of Education of Holston, working with Dr. Clyde Watkins, we 
trained leaders in local churches with over 1,000 leadership schools per year. We led all 
conferences in the UMC in this effort. During my tenure, we worked with Bishop H. Ellis 
Finger to support continued education for our pastors through development of the Pastor’s 
School of Holston Conference. Today this is our Ministers’ Convocation. 

We developed the Asbury Center program for our seniors in Holston. In my retirement, I 
served with my wife Pauline as chaplain in Johnson City, TN for five years. The Sunday and 
Wednesday services had great attendance and hearts were warmed by our visitation. 

I have witnessed many changes, but the love of God and the love and support of my wife 
of 60+ years have remained constant. I am blessed with four children: Dr. Paul E. Brown, Jr., 
Anne B. Hodge, Miriam C. Bauserman, and Dr. Samuel I. Brown; 11 grandchildren, and 11 
great-grandchildren. Each joined me in ministry in their own way.
To him be the glory forever and ever. II TIMOTHY 4:18

Jim dEan darnEll 
1961 – 2016
Jim, age 54, went home to be with the Lord on March 9, 2016, 
at his residence in Marion, NC. He was born May 27, 1961, in 
Caldwell County to Virginia Lucille Medley. Mr. Darnell was a 
graduate of Duke Divinity School of Ministry in 2006 where he 
also received his ordination. Jim was a veteran of the US Army.

He enjoyed telling people about the Lord and what He has 
done for him. He was a member of the Holston Conference 
and attended many annual meetings. He served as a minister in 
Independence and Dungannon, VA. Upon retirement, he enjoyed 

fishing, gardening, watching NASCAR, and Duke Basketball. Most of all, he enjoyed helping 
others. Jim Darnell was preceded in death by his mother and his father, Harold Eugene Dillard.

Surviving are his daughter, Kelly Allen and husband Lee of Hickory, six sisters, Diane 
Pardue and husband Harold of Hays, Darlene Lewis and husband Stanley of Statesville, Jean 
Bell and husband Danny of North Wilkesboro, Sherry Huffman and husband Tommy of Millers 
Creek, Donna Pennington, Peggy Sue Wyatt and husband Tim all of Purlear. Burial was with 
military honors by Veterans of Foreign Wars Honor Guard Post 1142. He was buried alongside 
his mother and his father at the Maple Grove Cemetery in Hays, NC. Names of officiating 
Clergy were Rev. Boyce Cleary and Rev. Conrad C. Pritchard.
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BoBBY hEnrY ElY
1931 – 2015
Bobby Henry Ely died September 30, 2015, at LeConte Medical 
Center, Sevierville, TN. He was born June 25, 1931, in Knoxville, 
TN, to Robert (Bob) and Rose Minton Ely. His mother died when 
he was 5 weeks old, his grandmother cared for him until he was 
3 years old. His father married Arta Edgar bringing a wonderful 
mother into his life. He was preceded in death by his parents and a 
sister, Peggy Ann Ely Aaron.

His education began in Jefferson City, TN, graduating from 
Jefferson City High School in 1948. He then entered Carson-

Newman College, receiving his Bachelor of Science and teaching certificate, working during 
summers at Appalachian Electric Cooperative. He taught school in Jefferson City for one year 
before being drafted into the Army. Bobby received his license to enter the ministry while on 
leave. He was discharged June 8, 1955. Upon returning home, he asked his father where he 
was appointed. His father replied, “Persia.” Bobby answered emphatically, “I did not volunteer 
for the Foreign Mission Field, Dad.” Of course, his Dad was speaking of the Persia Circuit 
consisting of five churches near Rogersville, TN. He taught school in Hamblen County, lived 
in Jefferson County, and was pastor of five churches. While teaching he met his love and soul 
mate, Barbara Smallman. He was appointed to Panther Springs Methodist Church in 1957. 
Bobby and Barbara were married January 2, 1958 at Panther Springs Methodist Church.

He returned to Carson-Newman to obtain his Bachelor of Arts in 1957. In 1959, he entered 
Vanderbilt University Divinity School and earned his Master of Divinity in 1962 while serving 
as pastor of Neely’s Bend Methodist Church in Madison, TN, a suburb of Nashville.

He returned to Holston Conference and was ordained elder in 1962. Other appointments 
included Decatur, TN, Liberty Hill, Holston, Morristown, St. Mark, Louisville, TN, Fairlawn, 
Bethel, Radford, VA, Macedonia, and Knoxville, TN. He was appointed to First United 
Methodist Church, Sevierville, TN, in 1976. During his pastorate in Sevierville, his compassion 
for people in the community and serving their needs led him to gain support for establishing the 
Sevier County Food Ministry in 1992. After serving First United Methodist Church for over 17 
years, he retired from the pastoral ministry January 1, 1994.

Bobby loved his community and served as a leader. One example upon retirement, he 
immediately established the first Chaplaincy Program at Fort Sanders Sevier Medical Center 
in 1994, and continued this ministry through the transition to the LeConte Medical Center 
totaling 21 years. Due to his illness, he retired from this ministry in August 2015. Patients, staff, 
physicians, and volunteers were all blessed by his love and compassion for all he met. His 
quick wit and dry sense of humor made him a joy to be around.

His hobbies included time spent in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park, a love 
of woodworking including working on Heidelbeere Haus (their cabin on Ski Mountain), 
gardening and tending to his beautiful flowers, which graced the sanctuary of First United 
Methodist Church many times. A Memorial Service of Worship was held Sunday, October 11, 
2015, at First United Methodist Church, Sevierville. Following the worship service, everyone 
was led to the Great Hall by a bag piper to the hymn “Amazing Grace” for a true celebration of 
his life. Refreshments were served while sharing memories and enjoying pictures of Bobby and 
Barbara’s life together.
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william h. “Bill” hornEr, sr.
1926 – 2016
William H. “Bill” Horner, Sr., age 89, went to be with his Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ on April 2, 2016, in Winter Haven, FL. 
He was born October 15, 1926, in Bristol, TN, a son of a United 
Methodist Minister. His father, Reverend Patrick Henry Horner, 
served God for over 55 years before his retirement. Reverend 
Horner along with his father had combined years of faithful 
service to God in the United Methodist ministry of more than 100 
years.

After serving his country during WWII as a Marine, and being 
one of two survivors in his basic training group of 200, he became a sales associate for a dental 
company when he returned home. He had married his beloved Mary Crumley whom he had 
met at his father’s church, a blessed union of hearts that lasted 66 years until her death on 
August 18, 2011.

Reverend Horner tells the story of how he was called to the ministry. Bill stated, “One night 
I stayed up trying to fall asleep, but could not. Around 4 o’clock the next morning, I awoke my 
startled wife, and said ‘What would you say if I went into the ministry?’ Mary answered, “I 
will go wherever you go!” At that moment, a decision for two lives to serve the Lord together 
began. 

Bill enrolled in Emory & Henry College for two years. He attended East Tennessee State 
University in Johnson City. He went to Vanderbilt University and served the church at Loves 
Chapel in Nashville. Bill continued his education at Duke University, and Emory University. 
By 1956, Bill was ordained in the First Centenary Methodist Church. He served in Loudon for 
8 years and in Chattanooga twice. He was quoted in the Chattanooga Times while serving at 
Red Bank United Methodist Church, “We are equipped to minister physically, mentally, and 
spiritually to the whole person. We operate with the policy of ‘whosoever will, may come.’” 
Later he served at Central United Methodist Church in Knoxville for five years. He was 
appointed by the Conference as District Superintendent for the Cleveland District in 1982, 
serving 85 churches in 5 counties. Reverend Horner retired in 1992, moving to Winter Haven, 
FL, to be near his brothers and two of his children. As God designed, Reverend Horner was 
called into further service at Beymer United Methodist Church for 9 years until his second 
retirement in 2001. He stated to the local newspaper when interviewed, “You can retire as 
Pastor, but you’ll always be a Minister.” The reporter in the Florida paper stated, “Horner is a 
man whose actions serve as his testimonial, and he is a devoted and caring minister.” Reverend 
Horner was also asked what were his favorite verses in the Bible. He stated Psalm 46:1 and 
46:10, “God is our refuge and strength. A very present help in trouble ... Be still and know that I 
am God; I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”

Reverend Horner displayed respect and a deep love for all his members. He served as their 
spiritual leader, minister, friend in time of illness and death, and just close friend. He performed 
many services, including several couples attending his funeral that he had married years earlier. 
He was surely welcomed into Heaven with the words (Matthew 25.21) “Well done thou good 
and faithful servant …” As a father, he greatly loved his children, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren who affectionately called him “Daddy Bill.” He demonstrated love, compassion, 
forgiveness, and honesty to all he met. He taught the family the word “LOVE” was one that 
should be used not less, but more to the ones we truly love.

Reverend Horner was proceeded in death by his parents, Reverend Patrick Henry Horner and 
Jewel Alice Horner, two brothers, Bob Horner and Jim Horner, one sister, Patsy White. He is 
survived by one brother, Leon Horner, three daughters: Cynthia Jones, son-in-law David, Jackie 
Early, son-in-law Sam, and Jewel Henry, and one son, Bill Horner Jr., daughter-in-law  
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La Donna, seven grandchildren: Chad, Tonya, Shane, Corey, Alyssa, Natalie and Whitney, 
seven great grandchildren: Austin, Ashlee, Dylan, Kaden, Gavin, and Kendall, and one great-
great grandchild: Everett.

The funeral services for Bill were held at Central United Methodist in Knoxville, with 
Reverend Jimmy Sherrod and Reverend Carl Oakes officiating. Also in attendance delivering 
personal reflections were Reverend David Graves and Reverend Nathan Malone. Full military 
honors for Reverend Horner were held at the Veteran’s Cemetery where he and his beloved 
Mary were reunited.

We, as his children, remember him loving unconditionally, always kind, and always 
encouraging; and as a song states “You Raise Me Up.” He loved to laugh and had such a zest 
and passion for life! He was a great man and yet displayed such humility and gentleness; a true 
example and servant of Christ. We find ourselves constantly trying to call him just to talk or ask 
his advice since his unexpected passing. Our father on this earth is missed more than words can 
express. He taught each of us that we will join him and our mother in Heaven someday which 
gives us great comfort.

JamEs a. “Jim” JEnkins
1946 – 2015 
Rev. James A. “Jim” Jenkins, 69, of Narrows, VA, went home 
to be with the Lord on Thursday, October 8, 2015.

He was born in Michigan on March 14, 1946, and was the son 
of the late Astor L. and Elisabeth Cooke Spahr. In addition to his 
mother and father, he was preceded in death by a sister-in-law, 
Doris Jenkins, and a nephew, Stephen Jenkins.

Jim grew up in Knoxville and graduated from Tennessee 
Wesleyan College with a Bachelor’s Degree and earned a Master 
of Divinity Degree from Wesley Theological Seminary in 

Washington, D.C. He spent 37 years as a full-time active minister in the Holston Conference of 
The United Methodist Church, serving at churches in East Tennessee and Southwest Virginia. 
Throughout his life, Jim was a faithful member of The United Methodist Church. For many 
years following his retirement, Jim served as a pulpit supply preacher for several churches in 
Giles and Monroe Counties. In 2003, Jim participated in a pulpit exchange with Chapel en le 
Frith in England. He was also a substitute teacher with Giles County Public Schools, served 
on the board of the Giles County Christian Service Mission, the Giles County Ministerial 
Association, the United Methodist Men’s Group, and the spiritual director of the New River 
Valley Emmaus Community. He loved hiking in the Great Smoky Mountains and in various 
state parks, spending time with his family, playing games, and serving the Lord. A loving 
husband, father, grandfather, brother, and friend, Jim will be deeply missed by his family and 
many friends.

Left to cherish his memory are his wife of 28 years, Barbara M. Jenkins, two sons, Timothy 
Jenkins and wife Regina of San Francisco, CA, Christopher Jenkins and wife Christine of 
Seattle, WA, two grandsons, Turner Jenkins and Dashel Jenkins, two brothers, Alvin Jenkins 
and wife Marjorie of Lenoir City, TN, Larry Jenkins and wife Karen of Albemarle, NC, a sister, 
Sylvia Harlow of Augusta, GA, numerous nieces, nephews, cousins, and many special friends.

Funeral services were held Tuesday, October 13, 2015, at First United Methodist Church in 
Narrows with Rev. Jason Stubblefield officiating. Burial followed in Mountain View Cemetery 
near Wikel in Monroe County, WV.
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hEnrY “allEn” karnEs, Jr.
1949 – 2015
Rev. Henry “Allen” Karnes, Jr., age 66, of Princeton, WV, died 
Tuesday, September 15, 2015, at his home following a long battle 
with cancer. Born July 21, 1949, in Princeton, he was the son of 
Doris Meadows Karnes of Spanishburg, WV, and the late Henry 
Allen Karnes.

He was a 1967 graduate of Spanishburg High School in 
Spanishburg, WV. He attended West Virginia University for two 
years, and then worked as an inspector for the West Virginia 
Department of Highways in Princeton for over five years. He 

then became a machinist for Hydroplate Machinery, and later Swanson Industrial Plating and 
Machinery, working for twenty years as a CNC lathe programmer and operator.

Allen accepted the Lord as a teenager while attending a revival at Spanishburg UMC. He 
faithfully served in ministry as a layperson for many years by teaching Sunday school classes 
and working with youth. While attending Greenview UMC, Allen felt the call of God in his life 
to pastoral ministry and became a candidate for ministry. In 1995, he became a local pastor in 
the West Virginia Conference of The United Methodist Church. His first appointment was the 
Leivasy Charge, which included Beckley Chapel, Downtain Chapel, Elizabeth Chapel, Eureka, 
and Liberty United Methodist Churches. While serving in the Leivasy area, he completed 
four summers of Course of Study at Duke University Divinity School and completed his 
undergraduate college work at West Liberty University, graduating in 1999 with a Regent’s 
B.A. degree. In 1999, he was appointed to St. John’s UMC and Maiden UMC in Charleston, 
WV, where he served as a student pastor while attending Asbury Theological Seminary in 
Wilmore, KY. In 2002, he transferred to the Holston Conference of The United Methodist 
Church. He was appointed to Pound UMC in Pound, VA. In 2003, he graduated from Asbury 
with his M.Div. degree and then was ordained as a full elder at Annual Conference in June 
2005. In June 2005, he was appointed to Midway Memorial and Prospect UMC. In June 2012, 
he was appointed as Director of Jubilee Project and to the Sneedville Circuit, which includes 
Shiloh, Sneedville First, and Union UMC. In November 2013, he was appointed to medical and 
disability leave because of health issues.

Survivors include his wife of 42 years. Rev. Melanie Sue Stone Karnes, three children, 
Amanda Sands and husband Greg of Spanishburg, Matthew Karnes of Princeton, and Angela 
Proffitt and husband Jerry of Bluefield, and one granddaughter, Alexis Proffitt.

Allen was a kind, gentle person who loved his family and the people he served during his 
twenty years in ministry. The last thing he did on this earth was his daily Bible study and 
devotions before peacefully going to sleep in the Lord.

A celebration of his life was conducted Saturday, September 19, 2015, at Spanishburg  
UMC with Rev. Gerald Kincaid officiating. A graveside service followed at Bowling Cemetery 
in Spanishburg.
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warrEn raY mcdouglE, sr.
1928 – 2016
Warren Ray McDougle was born in Oelwein, IA, November 
6, 1928. He was the son of Edwin A. McDougle, Sr. and Mary 
Lou McDougle (Glascoe). Ray and Margaret (McKinney) were 
married on December 27, 1950. They have two sons, Warren Ray, 
Jr. and John Edwin, 2 grandchildren, and 4 great-grandchildren. 

Ray graduated from East Tennessee State University, received 
his M.Div. from Candler School of Theology at Emory University, 
and was ordained as an Elder in June 1963. Ray’s college time 
was interrupted when the National Guard was mobilized for the 

Korean War in September 1950. After discharge, he worked at a bank in Charlotte, NC, until 
God found a way for him to return to college as the first person in NC to go to college using his 
GI bill to pay his tuition. He returned to the Holston Conference for his senior year of college 
at ETSU while serving two churches in the Johnson City District. He enjoyed serving churches 
throughout the Holston Conference.

While at Candler, Ray was inspired by Matthew 27:32 to develop a 30-minute long 
monologue about Simon of Cyrene, who was forced to carry Christ’s cross. He wore a 
complete costume and makeup to literally bring Simon to life for his audience. In addition 
to presenting “Simon” to many churches in the Holston and Tennessee Conferences for over 
33 years, he and Margaret traveled to Jamaica for a mission trip where over 4,900 people 
witnessed his presentation of “Simon” during the visit. He and Margaret were actively involved 
in CONTACT ministry in Chattanooga, TN. Ray’s hobbies were always those that involved 
patience and/or attention to detail:

HO scale trains with an entire town including street lights, trees, houses, library, school, and 
all buildings including a courthouse

Paint by number – so detailed they look like original paintings
Jigsaw puzzles
Ray, surrounded by his family, died after a three-month illness and three hospitalizations. He 

entered eternal life March 16, 2016. He was laid to rest at the Veterans Memorial Cemetery in 
Johnson City with the Rev. Lon Tobin officiating for the interment and the Celebration of Life 
service at Otterbein UMC.

kEnnEth millard nEwman, sr.
1931 – 2015
Rev. Kenneth Millard Newman, Sr., age 84, of Jonesborough, 
passed away on Wednesday, December 2, 2015, at his residence. 
Rev. Newman was born in Bristol, TN, and son of the late Henry 
Simon and Anna Carrie Rutherford Newman. He was also 
preceded in death by two sisters and four brothers.

Kenneth was a retired Methodist minister and member of 
Telford United Methodist Church. Rev. Newman previously 
pastored Rheatown UMC, Albright UMC, Telford UMC, New 
Victory UMC, Bewley’s Chapel, Oven Creek, O & S UMC, 

Bruner’s Grove, Warrensburg UMC, Union Temple, and Jeroldstown UMC.
Survivors include his loving wife of 57 years, Geneva Fleenor Newman, Jonesborough, 

son and daughter-in-law, Kenneth & Debra Newman, daughter, Robin Renee Greene, 
granddaughters, Tiffany Rogers (Brandon) and Sabrina Nicole Newman, great-grandson Owen 
Harrison, two sisters, Gay Akard and Hattie Mae Frazier, and several nephews and nieces.
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The family would like to give a special thanks to Mountain States Hospice for the loving care 
they gave Rev. Newman.

Funeral services were conducted on Saturday, December 5, 2015, at the Dillow-Taylor Funeral 
Home with Pastor Michael Vaughn and Rev. Millard Johnson officiating. Interment services 
were conducted on Sunday, December 6, 2015, at Washington County Memory Gardens. 
Pallbearers were Glen Newman, Bill Gross, Gray McCracken, Brandon Rogers, Danny Greene, 
and Ralph Newman. Honorary pallbearers were United Methodist Church Retired Ministers of 
Johnson City District, Paul Fleenor, Roy Fleener, Calvin Lester, and Gerald Murray.  

lawrEncE lEE nuckolls
1946 – 2015
Lawrence was the first-born child of Sidney Windle and 
Naomi Hancock Nuckolls of Longspur, VA. Two years later 
his sister Inez was born. At the age of 17, he met the love of 
his life, Betty Tracy. They married two years later. As the 
years went by his love for her only grew. For 50 years, it was 
just the two of them doing everything together.

He spent the first half of his adult life building houses of sticks 
and stones to fulfill the dreams of folks in the area surrounding 
Pulaski, VA. He built quality houses, which he was very proud to 

claim as his workmanship. At the age of 33, he felt God’s call and changed to helping people 
build their eternal homes.

Going back to school at that age was hard but with the Lord’s help, he finished. He was 
ordained as Deacon in 1984 after completing the Course of Study at Duke. He was most 
pleased with his BA (born again) degree. He shared his love of God with everyone he met. All 
of his years of ministry were in the GREATEST DISTRICT of all, Wytheville. He served Little 
Walker Circuit, Mt. Olivet and Trinity (Pulaski), Galax Circuit and Floyd Circuit. His prayer for 
his family and friends from the beginning of his ministry until his death never changed – that 
they could all say, “It is well with my soul.”

For years, he enjoyed being the minister in residence at Camp Dickenson with the 
moderately developmentally challenged adults. He always said it was because he was one 
of them. He served several years with the Walk to Emmaus ministry. He always helped with 
the women’s walk. He was known as Sister Rose. He loved with all of his huge heart all he 
was sent to serve. He not only preached the Word but also could be found making biscuits, 
apple butter, peanut butter candy, and apple cider. He helped in all the building projects of the 
churches, and with the men of Floyd Circuit built one of the cabins at Camp Dickenson. He 
could often be found helping milk cows and making silage.

It seemed impossible when asked by three young girls to be baptized by immersion on the 
top of a mountain where there were no bodies of water. He did not want to disappoint them. He 
found a way by cleaning and filling an old hog scalding tank with water to accomplish the task. 
No one will ever forget that day!

It was his desire to preach and serve others until Jesus returned. However, his health failed 
him and he had to give up his ministry in the churches but he never gave up his love of people 
and continued to share God with others. Even in the hospital, he proclaimed God’s Love to all 
who came into his room the last two months of his life. Truly, “it was well with his soul!”
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stEvEn mosEs tuck
1950 – 2015
Steven Moses Tuck was the 10th and last child of Mose and 
Violet Potter Tuck. He was born July 7, 1950, in the Carpenter’s 
Campground community in Maryville, TN. He attended Everett 
High School and was a graduate of the Course of Study at Emory 
University.

Steve felt a strong calling into the ministry and fulfilled that 
calling with his wife Sara at his side as his partner. He served 
Meadow UMC, Sevierville Parish, New Salem UMC, and 
Mount Hebron UMC. He served long tenures and made lasting 

friendships with his congregants. He tried to always give his support in good times and in bad. 
With his booming bass voice, he loved to sing and play guitar in worship. He enjoyed picking 
and grinning with church members and friends. He delivered sermons that were from the 
heart. He was a great storyteller and nearly always worked a good story into his sermons.

In the last years of his life, he had many health problems including two cancer surgeries, 
chemo, and radiation. He went on to almost always perform his calling as pastor even though 
he was often not able. He retired in 2014. He received a report in early July 2015 that he was 
cancer free. However, on July 31, he was suddenly stricken with Guillain-Barre Syndrome. He 
passed away on August 11, 2015, at Blount Memorial Hospital with Sara and his children at 
his side.

Survivors are wife of 47 years, Sara Tuck, children John Tuck and wife Karen, Suzanne 
Campbell and husband Jeff, grandchildren Kevin and Trevor Parton and Nicole Thompson, 
two sisters, one brother, one brother-in-law, several nieces and nephews.

A beautiful Memorial and Celebration of Life service was held on August 15, 2015, at 
Broadway UMC with Rev. Laura Rasor and Rev. Charles Maynard officiating. The service 
included a time for friends to share memories of Steve. Approximately 400 people were in 
attendance. It was a tribute to a life well lived. We know Steve heard the words, “Well done, 
my good and faithful servant.”

kEnnEth crawford vErran
1927 – 2015
Kenneth C. Verran of Greeneville died Monday, August 10, 2015, 
at Johnson City Medical Center. He was a retired United States 
Air Force Chaplain, a U.S. Army Paratrooper, 11th A/B Division, 
and member of the 278th National Guard. He retired as a United 
Methodist minister and was retired from the Greene County 
School System. He was a retired adjunct professor at Tusculum 
College and had served as Minister of New Ebenezer Presbyterian 
Church for the past 14 years. 

He earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree from Tusculum College, 
a Bachelor of Divinity and Masters of Divinity from Emory University, Masters from East 
Tennessee State University, and Ph.D. from Greenwich University of Oxford. 

Kenneth’s lifelong interests included wood carving, drinking coffee with friends at 
McDonald’s, riding his motorcycle on day - and sometimes week-long trips, and travel. He 
would travel anywhere he could catch a free ride on a military plane. He talked to anyone and 
everyone, and never met a stranger.

Survivors include his wife, Louise Mays Verran, four daughters, Melissa Hodge, 
Amy Verran, Mindi Southerland, and Candi Verran, 8 grandchildren, including a special 
granddaughter, Ashley Whitson, and six great-grandchildren. 
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He was preceded in death by his parents, Fred and Veta Verran, and two brothers, Lloyd 
Verran and Billy Verran. 

At his request, a graveside service was held at Monument Hill at Andrew Johnson National 
Cemetery in Greeneville, TN, on Thursday, August 13, 2015, with The Rev. Jerry Jones, pastor 
of Asbury United Methodist Church, conducting the service. The Greene County Honor and 
U.S. Air Force Military Honors Team conveyed military honors.

william raYmond “Bill” wElls 
1937 – 2015
William “Bill” Wells departed this life on May 20, 2015. His 
celebration of a life well lived was held at First United Methodist 
Church, Johnson City and presided over by the Reverend Walter 
Weikel. Bill Wells was the son of John Carew Wells and Annie 
Kate Bradner Wells. A native of Southwestern Virginia, he loved 
the people and land of the Appalachian Mountains. He was a 
fisherman, avid sports fan, reader of books, and champion chess 
player. He had a love for life and clearly relished his role of being 
able to serve the congregations over which he was appointed. 

Married for over fifty years to his partner in ministry and best friend, Barbara “Bobbie” Jane 
Crumley Wells, they had three children: Lora Wells Mann, Leisa Wells, and John Wilson Wells. 
To each of his children, he was able to impart a love of service and a curiosity about the world 
that God created. Bill Wells served congregations in the Abingdon, Knoxville, Chattanooga, 
Wytheville, and Johnson City Districts as well as student appointments in the North Georgia 
Conference. He was a 1955 graduate of Pocahontas High School and a 1959 graduate of his 
beloved Emory & Henry College. From there he went on to finish his M.Div. at Candler School 
of Theology where he met Bobbie. He was laid to rest in Johnson City just a few miles from 
Austin Springs UMC, the final appointment in a long ministry. Members of his congregations 
remember a servant of the Kingdom who was more a teacher than preacher, effectively using 
humor and story-telling to create memorable opportunities for worship every Sunday.

Diaconal Ministers

marianna rowlEtt harris
1932 – 2015
Marianna Rowlett Harris passed away on September 19, 2015, in 
Charlotte, NC, after an extended illness

As a child growing up in Tazewell, VA, Marianna developed 
a life-long love for the beauty of the Appalachian Mountains and 
for The United Methodist Church, where she spent many years 
in loving service. She prepared for that service by her studies at 
Emory & Henry College and the Candler School of Theology at 
Emory University, 

During her employment at Central Church in Knoxville, 
she met and married the Reverend James Bibb Harris, Jr., Jeb, a clergy member of Holston 
Conference, who was a Director of the National Board of Church Extension. Previously he 
had been the founding pastor of Trinity Church in Oak Ridge. After his premature death in 
1962, Marianna and her twin daughters moved from Philadelphia to Chattanooga where they 
provided support for Jeb’s elderly parents.
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While rearing her daughters in Chattanooga, Marianna resumed her active career as a 
Christian educator. In her varied career, she gave significant service to two local churches, St. 
John and Wesley Memorial, and was the Executive Director of the Methodist Neighborhood 
Centers for fourteen years. She was consecrated as a Diaconal Minister in 1977.

She served tirelessly and fearlessly to improve the lives of children and their families 
who struggled to overcome poverty. Her Christian faith led her to work for justice, equality, 
compassion, and peace, even in times of great social unrest.

Always preferring to serve behind the scenes, she could not escape notice for her work. 
In 1967, the Chattanooga Times featured her in an article titled “Thoroughly Methodist 
Marianna”. After a lifelong spiritual and professional affiliation with The United Methodist 
Church, Marianna retired from State Street Church in Bristol, VA, having served there for ten 
years. At all times, her church home was the rock upon which she stood. She gladly accepted 
the challenges that life brought. She always strived to do her best to reflect God’s presence and 
to obey the will of God in every situation. 

Psalm 121 was one of her favorite Bible passages: “I lift up my eyes to the hills – from 
where will my help come?  My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.” 
(NRSV) Marianna was a lover of nature. On some of her happiest days, she explored rural 
areas, returning later with a pail full of wild blackberries and a deep sense of joy.

Marianna is remembered as a loyal friend, a lover of beautiful music, and an adventurous 
traveler. She was a woman of quiet strength, determination, unwavering faith, and a source of 
great empathy for those she served. Her life was characterized by self-giving.

Marianna’s family included daughters, Anne Rowlett Harris of Greensboro, NC, and 
Martha Harris Brown of Charlotte, NC, devoted son-in-law Addison Brown, grandchildren, 
Baylor Brown and his wife Maegan, Harrison Brown, and Marianna “Meg” Brown. She is 
also survived by her sister Martha Graybeal Rowlett of Asheville, NC, and her brother Peyton 
“Pete” Rowlett, his wife Virginia “Ginny” Bates Rowlett of Knoxville, TN, and many beloved 
nieces and nephews.

The Reverends Nelson Woody and Sharon Wiley Wright officiated at a celebration of her life 
held in the Chapel at Emory & Henry College on September 25, 2015. Interment followed at 
The Holston Conference - Emory & Henry Cemetery.

gracE frEE Parkhill
1921 – 2015
Grace Free Parkhill, age 94, passed away on December 2, 2015. She was born in Sevier 
County, TN (on Webbs Creek near Pittman Center) October 13, 1921, to James Wilson Free 
and Katherine Elizabeth Matthews. She was a graduate of Pittman Center High School. She 
attended Berea College. She also did work at the University of Tennessee and Scarritt College. 
She received certification in both Christian Education and Evangelism and was consecrated as 
a Diaconal Minister in the Holston Conference of The United Methodist Church. She served 
churches in Knoxville, Church Street United Methodist and Washington Pike; and Blount 
County, Broadway United Methodist, as well as serving as Executive Director of Contact 
Teleministries of Knoxville and helped to open a Contact Teleministries to serve Blount County. 
After retiring from Holston Conference churches, Grace spent several years volunteering 
at James White’s Fort, East Tennessee Historical Society, and the National Alliance for the 
Mentally Ill (NAMI) of Knoxville.

She also worked over 20 years with her son who developed the Tennessee Stage Company. 
She worked through him for the Knox Area Theatre Coalition and the Tennessee Theater 
Association as well as the Arts Council of Greater Knoxville. The KATC established an award 
in her honor to be given to the volunteer of the year “The Grace Parkhill Volunteer Award” 
and several persons in the Knoxville area were given this award for their volunteer efforts. 
She and Thomas Marion Parkhill, Jr. were married June 20, 1953, at First Methodist Church 
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in Knoxville. They have a son, Thomas Marion Parkhill, III of Knoxville. In addition two 
nieces have lived in their home, along with two girls from Africa, and an AFS daughter from 
the Netherlands. Their home was a place that several nieces spent their summer. They have 
supported a boy and a girl at Hiwassee College, and Tennessee Wesleyan College, a nephew 
at Berea College and a foreign student at Lincoln Memorial University. They have an acquired 
son, Macon Fowler, who keeps in close touch. Most of her time recently has been spent in 
helping her husband in his work – growing and hybridizing Iris.

She was preceded in death by her parents, James Wilson and Katherine Elizabeth Matthews 
Free; daughter, Mary Elizabeth Parkhill Leitson; brothers, William Houston, Marshall Monroe, 
Seldon Free; and sisters, Gertrude Free Parton Sands and Irene Free Calhoun. She is survived 
by her husband of 63 years, Thomas Marion Parkhill, Jr.; son, Thomas Marion Parkhill, III; 
niece, Mrs. Willis Patten Poore (Evelyn Free), her two children W.P. 3rd and David Lynn Poore; 
four grandchildren and children of her late nephew, Clinton Dent Free and wife Clois Fay Terry, 
their children, Denise, Janet, Beth Ann, and Tony Clint Free, and grandchildren.

“As the wheat heads in the field wait for the cycle of the harvester, she waits the time of the 
harvest – her time is shorter ...” A memorial service was conducted Monday, December 7, 2015, 
at Church Street United Methodist Church. 

Clergy Spouses

JEanniE o’dEll EvErhart
1947 – 2015
Mrs. Jeannie O’Dell Everhart, formerly Jeannie O’Dell 
Flemming, passed away peacefully on September 5, 2015. 
She is survived by her loving husband Donald Lee Everhart of 
Mountain City, TN, sister Anne (Ed) Beeler of Louisville, KY, 
as well as her children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. 
A memorial service was held September 12, 2015, at Manes 
Funeral Home Chapel, Newport, TN. Inurnment followed in 
Union Cemetery. 

dorothY “dot” kEnnEY
1933 – 2015
Dorothy “Dot” Kenney, 82, of Dandridge, TN, died Friday,  
May 22, 2015, at Jefferson Memorial Hospital.

She was a member of First Church of Dandridge and was 
retired from the Knoxville School System. She was preceded in 
death by parents, Elbert and Evelyn Haltom.

She is survived by husband, the Rev. Dwight Kenney, son and 
daughter-in-law, Stephen and Annette Kenney of Chattanooga, 
two grandsons, Lance Kenney and Logan Kenney, sister, Jane 
Gadberry of Kingsport, and several nieces and nephews.

Funeral services were held Tuesday, May 26, 2015, at Centenary UMC in Morristown. 
Family and friends met Wednesday, May 27, 2015, at Jeffers Funeral Chapel at Afton for the 
committal service in Graceland Memorial Gardens with the Rev. Chuck Starks officiating. 
Pallbearers were her cousins.



29

inEz louisE linkous 
1946 – 2015
Inez Louise Linkous, age 69, went home to be with the Lord Saturday, August 29, 2015, at 
her home.

She was born March 3, 1946, in Columbus, OH, to the late Harold Moccabee and Louise 
Moccabee. In addition to her parents, she was also preceded in death by her brother, son, 
Darrel, and daughter, Michelle.

She was a kind, gentle, and loving person always showing the love of Christ in her life.
Survivors include her husband, Pastor Larry Linkous of the home, six children, sixteen 

grandchildren, thirteen great-grandchildren, one special sister, Kaye Pratt, and many dear 
friends who loved her. 

Funeral services for Inez Louise Linkous were held Monday, August 31, 2015, at Rich Valley 
United Methodist Church with Pastor Larry Linkous and Pastor Matt Linkous officiating. 
Graveside services were held Tuesday, September 1, 2015, at the Linkous Family Cemetery in 
Speedwell, VA. Pallbearers were Mark Pratt, Jr., Dustin Linkous, Cody Rigney, Dillon Taylor, 
Adam Fogleman, and Mike Fogleman.

Surviving Spouses

lElia frEEman clawson
1927 – 2016
Edward and Lelia F. Clawson were married October 18, 1947. 
They were both in their teens when they fell in love and married. 
They soon had two children, a son and daughter. They moved to 
Dad’s home where he had grown up. His father, who also had 
been a master carpenter, built the house. 

They attended the church where Edward had grown up, was 
baptized, and made his profession of faith. They worked hard at 
home and on their jobs. They also served in their church. Lelia 
joined the church and was baptized, teaching in the preschool 

department. Edward served as a deacon and adult Sunday school teacher. Great joy filled 
their hearts when their two oldest children made professions of faith and were baptized. God 
enlarged their family in 1956 when their youngest son was born. Church was always central in 
the life of their family.

In 1961, Edward surrendered to the call to preach. We joined The United Methodist Church 
and Edward and Lelia were mentored by the Reverend Newton B. Dickens. Initially Edward 
did supply work as he completed his ministerial studies. In June 1963, Edward accepted a full-
time pastorate. Edward served pastorates in Abingdon, Knoxville, Telford, Erwin, Limestone, 
and Johnson City. They made lasting friendships and impacted lives for the cause of Christ 
everywhere they went. My brothers and I grew up and married, making them empty nesters

The young couple who had fallen in love years before were now senior citizens and 
contemplating retirement. They purchased a modest home and moved in June of that year. 
Edward served nine post-retirement years at Asbury Center in Johnson City.

October 18, 2007, they celebrated 60 years of marriage. Just five days later Edward was 
diagnosed with a serious blood disorder, which would, within two months, bring death and 
earthly separation to the couple who had loved each other faithfully since their youth. Prior to 
his passing Edward had given instructions for the care of the woman he had loved since his 
teens. They had been faithful in service and God was faithful in providing for their every need.

Lelia never recovered from the grief of Edward’s passing. She took comfort in the time she 
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spent with her grandchildren. God is merciful and she developed progressive dementia, after 
which she lived in a world where Edward was still with her. She was 88 years old, experienced 
heartache and great joy, treasured 60 years of marriage with the love of her life, but was 
growing tired and ready to meet her Lord and join those she loved in heaven. February 5, 2016, 
as I sat at her bedside holding her hand, the angels came to escort her to her eternal heavenly 
abode where she would join the love of her life worshipping at the feet of Jesus.

Lelia’s Celebration of Life service was conducted by a young minister who had attended 
Grace United Methodist Church in Erwin, TN. Edward had ministered to him, sharing the 
Gospel, winning him to the Lord, and baptizing him at the age of eleven. What a blessing  
and comfort to our hearts to witness their ministry living on in the ministry of another  
young preacher.

Edith maxinE hood BarnEs forBEs
1932 – 2015
Edith Maxine Hood Barnes Forbes, age 83, of Knoxville, Tennessee, answered her long-
awaited call from her Lord to come home on Thursday, January 14, 2015. With her family at 
her bedside, she died in the home of her daughter, Marcia Cloud, where she had been cared 
for since 2010 because of Parkinson’s disease. Mrs. Forbes was born in Fall Branch, TN, grew 
up in Blountville and graduated from Holston Institute (high school). She married Reverend 
Samuel Gallion Barnes in 1952 and they served several pastorates for The United Methodist 
Church in the Holston Conference from then until Reverend Barnes’ death in 1973. During that 
time, Mrs. Forbes had three children. She was married to her second husband, Warren Taylor 
Forbes, from 1977 until his death in 2003.

Mrs. Forbes is also preceded in death by her beloved parents, William Beryl and Elise Mae 
(Johnson) Hood; beloved brother and sister, J.D. Hood and Sue (Mrs. Kenneth) White and 
son-in-law, David E. Cloud. She is survived by three children, Marcia Barnes Cloud, widow 
of David Cloud (and fiancé, Roy Ridley) of Wartburg, Ann Barnes Bales (husband, Michael) 
of Knoxville, Philip Barnes (wife, Teresa) of Knoxville; four grandchildren, Joshua (wife, 
Sydney) Bales of Nashville, Caleb (wife, Cassie) Bales of Knoxville, Christopher Barnes and 
Katie Grace Barnes of Knoxville; one great-grandson, Casen Bales (son of Caleb); siblings, 
Dean (Mrs. Howard) Johnson of Kingsport, Jean (Mrs. Olin) Johnson of Warren, OH, Herman 
C. (wife, Brenda) Hood of Atlanta, GA, and Helen (husband, Norman) Mitchell; brothers 
and sisters-in-law, Dr. David Wright (wife, Wanda) Barnes of Lynchburg, VA, and Bill (wife, 
Margaret) Barnes of Kingsport. She was blessed with many nieces and nephews, all of whom 
she loved.

Mrs. Forbes supported Cedar Springs Presbyterian Church with her time, energy, and 
resources and was a supporter of CSPC’S world and home missions and was an active member 
of the Saints Alive Sunday school class. She has many dear friends at CSPC who were faithful 
to keep in touch with her. Special thanks and love are extended to mother’s dear friends and 
special caregivers who made her life meaningful each day: friend and caregivers, Judy Harmon 
and Lisa Doyle, and quality private duty caregiver, Crystal Smith. Mother was also cared for 
by the staff at Avalon Hospice who was such a comfort in assisting both mother and our family 
with end-of-life support (especially, Cathy Meeks, RN; Ashleigh Luffman, CNA; Jennifer Fox, 
LCSW and Chaplain, Kim Dukes). She also had a very special bond with a four-year-old little 
girl, Izzy, to whom she was also “Mimi.”

A celebration of life was held at Cedar Springs Presbyterian Church, in Knoxville, TN, on 
Saturday, January 23, 2016. An inurnment was held at East Lawn Funeral Home and Memorial 
Park, in Kingsport, TN, on Sunday, January 24, 2016.
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ElizaBEth lamon gillEsPiE
1914 – 2015
Elizabeth Lamon Gillespie, age 101, went to be with the Lord, 
Monday, September 28, 2015. Elizabeth was born April 22, 1914, 
in Knoxville, TN, the daughter of the late P.W. Lamon and the late 
Margaret Vance Lamon and the wife of the late Rev. Robert C. 
Gillespie. Elizabeth attended Maryville College and East Tennessee 
State Teachers College. Together she and Bob served many United 
Methodist Churches in Southwest Virginia and East Tennessee. 
She took delight in serving her Lord through Vacation Bible 
Schools and Women’s Missionary Groups. She was a beloved wife 

and mother and a faithful member of Lebanon Memorial United Methodist Church. Survivors 
include one daughter, Margaret G. Owens and husband, Glen E. Owens, of Lebanon, VA; and 
special friends, Angi, Tommy, and Hunter Lee, Lillian F. Smith, and Nellie Stevens. The family 
would like to give a special thanks to the staff of Maple Grove Care Center. The funeral service 
was conducted on Wednesday, September 30, 2015, in the Lebanon Memorial United Methodist 
Church with the Rev. Timothy Hankins officiating. Burial followed in the Urbana Cemetery in 
Limestone, TN.

frazElia BEllE walkEr grisham
1922 – 2015
Mrs. Frazelia Belle Walker Grisham 92, was born in 
McCormick, SC on October 24, 1922. She departed this 
life on July 17, 2015. Frazelia was a retired embalmer and 
educator. She taught in schools in Memphis, Chattanooga, and 
Morristown, TN. She graduated from Bell St. High School in 
Clinton, SC, and the Worsham College of Mortuary Science 
in Chicago, IL. She received a BS Degree in Education from 
Lemoyne College in Memphis, TN, and a Master’s Degree 
in Education from Union College in Barbourville, KY. She 

retired from teaching in 1987 after 26 years of service. She was a member of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Inc., retired Ministers and Spouses, United Methodist Women, Senior 
Sophisticates, and various other organizations. She was a member of Washington Hills 
United Methodist Church. 

She was preceded in death by her husband, Rev. D.M Grisham, parents, Rev. H W (Janie) 
Walker, sisters, Dora Jennings, Evelyn Walker, and brother, Rev. Leroy Walker. 

She leaves to cherish her loving memory her daughter, Mrs. Frazelia G. Lawson, son, Dr. 
Daniel W (Saundra) Grisham, grandchildren, Daniel (Renee’) Grisham, Jr., Janoleice Lawson, 
David Grisham, great-grandchild, Gregory Grisham, sister, Mrs. Blondelle Williams, brother, 
Mr. H W (Leola) Walker, Jr., sister-in-law, Mrs.Alma Walker, a host of nieces, nephews, 
cousins, and friends, caregivers, Mrs. Evelina Wadley, Mrs. Dorothy Powell, Mrs. Kimberly 
Walker, Mrs. Pat Hardin, Ms. LaToya Thomas, Mrs. Michelle Davidson, Dr. Thomas Mullady 
and staff, CareSouth HealthCare, and Caris Hospice.

Funeral services were held Thursday, July 23, 2015, at Washington Hills United Methodist 
Church with Reverend Bobby Black officiating. Interment was in Greenwood Cemetery, 
Nashville, TN.

This spry, petite soul of a woman is singing in the heavenly hallelujah choir with her 
melodious voice and dancing all around God’s throne spreading sunshine and joy. OH! What a 
beautiful sight to behold and witness. She is truly God’s servant.
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JoYcE E. colEman grostEPhan
1931 – 2015
Joyce E. Coleman Grostephan, age 83, of Erwin passed away 
Friday, September 4, 2015, in the Governor’s Bend Assisted 
Living. She was a lifelong resident of Unicoi County.

Joyce accepted Christ as her personal savior at age eleven. 
She was an only child who was left with the care of her mother 
who suffered from blindness. She earned a B.A. from Milligan 
College, and an M.A. in Library Science from East Tennessee 
State University. She retired in 1990 from the Unicoi County 
Board of Education where she was employed as a teacher. She 

was a member of the Unicoi United Methodist Church where she had served as a Sunday 
school teacher, Choir Director, Administrative Council member, and a member of the United 
Methodist Women. Joyce received a certificate recognizing the commitment she made to 
Holston United Methodist Home for Children Heritage Society.

She married The Reverend Joseph H. Grostephan in 1975, and they served God together for 
22 years. She remained faithful to God’s service up until the time of her death.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Reverend Joseph H. Grostephan in 1997, her 
mother, Vena Coleman and her aunt Edith Hollifield.

Joyce is survived by a stepdaughter, Carol Anderson and husband, Ted of Bloomington, MN, 
step-grandson, Chris Anderson, step-granddaughters, Jessica Anderson Schwartz and Michelle 
Anderson Frein, and several cousins.

A Memorial Service was held Monday, September 7, 2015, at Unicoi UMC, with the 
Reverend Steve Martin and Reverend Roger Mathess officiating. Music was provided by the 
church choir and Martha Pinner. Honorary pallbearers were the Willing Workers Sunday School 
Class of the church. The men of Unicoi United Methodist Church served as active pallbearers. 
Interment followed in Jones Cemetery, Unicoi.

virgiE PhiPPs killEn
1931 – 2016
Virgie Phipps Killen, 85, died Monday, March 7, 2016 at her 
home. She was born in Jenkins, KY, daughter of the late Robert 
and Edna Vanover Phipps. She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Rev. Charlie Killen, two brothers, Arland Phipps and 
Ray Phipps. She worked as an LPN for several years, was of the 
Methodist faith, and she enjoyed quilting and reading.

She is survived by four daughters, Diana Meade and husband, 
Gordon of Columbia, TN, Carolyn Newberry and husband, Danny 
of Gray, TN, Pam Killen of Lebanon, VA, and Karen Thiel and 

husband, Allen of Lebanon, VA, two sons, Greg Killen and wife, Gloria of Lebanon, VA, and 
Robert Killen of Lebanon, VA, one sister, Joyce Beverly of Blountville, TN, three brothers, Joe 
Phipps of Clintwood, VA, Max Phipps of Wyandotte, MI, and Roland Phipps of Jackson, OH, 
seventeen grandchildren, twenty-five great-grandchildren, several nieces and nephews.

Funeral Services were conducted Tuesday, March 8, 2016, in Castlewood Funeral Home 
Chapel, Castlewood, VA, with Rev. Gary Crum officiating. Committal Services were conducted 
Wednesday, March 9, 2016, in Temple Hill Memorial Park, Castlewood, VA. Pallbearers were 
Ben Meade, Nathan Killen, Nick Newberry, Matt Newberry, Joshua Thiel, and Luke Thiel. 
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virginia ann taYlor kinchEloE
1939 – 2015
Virginia Ann Taylor Kincheloe, of Abingdon, VA, passed away 
July 31, 2015. She was born August 5, 1939, in Damascus, VA. 
She was preceded in death by her husband of 33 years, Rev. 
John (Jack) Kincheloe, parents, Scott and Mary Taylor, uncle, 
S.K. Taylor, niece, Gayle Grubb Stevison, nephew John Grubb, 
and grandparents.

Virginia received her Bachelors of Education from Emory 
& Henry College, Emory, VA, in 1961 and her Masters of 
Music Education from Madison College (now James Madison 

University), Harrisonburg, VA in 1971. She retired from Washington County Virginia School 
System in 1990, having been a Choral Director, Music teacher, and English teacher in all four 
county high schools and several elementary schools.

Virginia and Jack were volunteers at Johnston Memorial Hospital and The Barter 
Theatre in Abingdon, VA. She also used her musical talents in the churches Jack preached 
at, serving at multiple churches as pianist, organist, choir director, soloist and many times 
implementing musicals and cantatas at churches which had never previously had musical 
programs. After her retirement from teaching in the schools, Virginia became more active in 
the United Methodist Women at the local and district level, eventually becoming President 
of the Abingdon District United Methodist Women and served at the conference level as the 
Abingdon District Representative to the Committee on Nominations.

In addition to her work with the church, one of her biggest hobbies was travelling. With 
her family, Virginia traveled over the years to every state except Hawaii. Her favorite place 
to travel to in recent years was Myrtle Beach, SC. As an avid reader, she enjoyed sitting on a 
deck, watching the ocean, and reading a good book.

She is survived by her daughter, Johnna Kincheloe Ferguson of Knoxville, TN, sister and 
brother-in-law, Margaret and Herbert Toon of Bristol, VA, sister-in-law, Kitty Kincheloe Park 
of Cleveland, TN, niece and nephew, Scott and Pandora Kiser of Abingdon, VA, niece, Wayne 
and Deborah Smith of Athens, TN, great-nephew and great-niece, Brandon and Ashley Kiser 
of Bristol, TN, great-niece and husband, Taylor and Billy Guinn, great-great niece, Kaitlyn 
Kiser, great-great nephew, Brylee Price, great-great nephew, Brayden Guinn, and many 
cousins from Whitesburg, TN, Morristown, TN, and Dandridge, TN.

Pallbearers were Herbert Toon, Scott Kiser, Brandon Kiser, Ronnie Parris and John Orr. 
Peyton “Pete” Rowlett served as an honorary pallbearer. A funeral service was held August 
3, 2015, at Abingdon United Methodist Church with Rev. Laura Plaster and Rev. Robert 
Countiss officiating. Interment followed at Holston Conference Cemetery at Emory, VA.
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virgiE lYdia lEwis
1918 – 2015
Virgie Lydia Lewis was born July 13, 1918, in Cripple Creek, 
VA, to Charles Edgar and Jane (Bateman) Stroup, the seventh 
of twelve children. She was married on November 7, 1936, to 
Franklin Eugene Lewis who later served as pastor of several 
churches and circuits in the Holston Methodist Conference in 
Virginia and Tennessee. She was an important part of his ministry, 
actively supporting him with her love and prayers through 55 
years of marriage. He died on August 24, 1991. They had four 
children, Carol Mauk, Joyce Thacker, Franklin Lewis, Jr., and 

Darlene Winstead. Their youngest daughter, Darlene, passed away in 2009.
Together, they served the Lord and, after her beloved husband’s death, she joyfully continued 

in the work of the church. She attended church every time she could, corresponded regularly 
with the many friends they had made during those years, wrote to some in prison, visited the 
sick and bereaved, and prayed for and witnessed to everyone she met. Her heart’s desire and 
passion was for young people, to lead them to the Lord. She drew strength and comfort from 
her Bible, reading it from cover to cover many times; the Bibles she left behind are marked 
with countless notes, highlighted, and stained with tears. She especially loved to encourage 
ministers and wrote many wonderful letters to her grandson, Jamie, after his call to the ministry. 
She dearly loved her children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and great-great-grandchildren 
and wanted them around her as much as possible. Virgie Lewis lived a life completely 
dedicated to the Lord and her family, and she was a great blessing to so many as she journeyed 
through this life.

Virgie passed away peacefully at the age of 97, following a brief illness, on Sunday 
morning August 16, 2015, at her home in Hawkins County, surrounded by her loving family. 
Left to cherish precious memories are her three living children, 12 grandchildren, 18 great-
grandchildren, 4 step-great-grandchildren, and 3 step-great-great-grandchildren, several nieces 
and nephews, and a host of relatives and friends.

Services were conducted in the Arrowood Johnson Funeral Home chapel with her nephew, 
Rev. Bob Lewis, her grandson, Rev. James Mauk, Jr., and Pastor Richard Watts officiating. 
Burial followed in Church Hill Memory Gardens in Church Hill, TN.

marJoriE s. “rustY” mcdonald
1939 – 2016
Marjorie Lou “Rusty” Susong McDonald passed away Saturday, 
April 23, 2016 at her home in Greeneville, TN.

She is survived by her only son: Vince McDonald and 
a daughter-in-law: Benita McDonald, both of Greeneville; 
granddaughters: Sydney and Emily McDonald of Chuckey; one 
sister and brother-in-law: Kathy and Ken Maynard of Hubbard 
Lake, Mich.; nieces, nephews and cousins; and her beloved pets: 
Barbie, Teddy, and Rocky.

She was preceded in death by her parents: Robert “Red” 
Susong and Eda Landmasser Susong; and her husband: the Rev. Don F. McDonald.

A memorial service was held April 25, 2016 at Jeffers Funeral & Cremation Service, 
Greeneville, with the Rev. Richard Long officiating.
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PaulinE mcnEil PitsingEr
1924 – 2015
Pauline McNeil Pitsinger, 91, went to be with the Lord on Sunday, 
December 27, 2015. She was born February 13, 1924, to the late 
Everette and LeNora Flinchum McNeil in Pilot, VA, Montgomery 
County. Pauline married in 1944 to Robert E. Shelton of the 
United States Army Airforce during World War II. In 1947, that 
marriage was blessed with a daughter, Charlotte Elizabeth Shelton 
McDonald. In 1964, she had a second marriage to the Reverend 
Barney Pitsinger. They enjoyed 25 years of marriage and served 
United Methodist Churches in Virginia.

She is survived by one daughter, Charlotte Shelton McDonald; a grandson, Tommy 
McDonald and wife, Roseann, a granddaughter, Beth McDonald Pippin and husband, Ray, five 
great-grandchildren, Tripp Pippin, Savannah McDonald, Hayes Pippin, Charlie McDonald and 
Nash Pippin, sisters and sisters-in-law, Clover Ratcliffe, Lois Sedlacek (Ron), Gloria McNeil 
and Ocie McNeil, brothers and brother-in-law, Alvin McNeil (Betty), Carl McNeil (Julie), and 
William Morgan. Also surviving are stepdaughters, Ann Gass and Joy Smith (Alvin) and step-
grandson, Barry Gass. Proceeding her in death are the Rev. Barney Pitsinger, sisters, Ailene 
Sowers, Margie Allman and Ada Mae Morgan, brothers, Aaron McNeil, Raymond McNeil, and 
Junior McNeil. 

Pauline was a Certified Dental Assistant in both Roanoke and Christiansburg. After marrying 
the Rev. Pitsinger, they served all over Southwest Virginia in The United Methodist Church. 
Pauline loved being a minister’s wife and a servant for the Lord. She never met a stranger 
and always had a smile on her face. Mrs. Pitsinger was an active member of St. Paul’s United 
Methodist Church in Christiansburg, VA, and an active member in Sunday school and the 
United Methodist Women. She had many friends in Christiansburg, the Holston Conference, 
and the Virginia Conference.

A celebration of her life was held on Wednesday, December 30, 2015, at St. Paul’s 
United Methodist Church in Christiansburg, VA. Interment followed in Sunset Cemetery in 
Christiansburg, VA. 
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JamiE B. running
1934 – 2016
Mrs. Jamie B. Running, age 81, of Douglasville, Georgia, died early Thursday morning 
February 18, 2016 at her residence. Mrs. Running was born on October 9, 1934, the daughter 
of the late Joseph Holland and Jamie Nora Reese Boyd. She retired from nursing with an 
RN, BSN and proudly served in the United States Navy as a Lieutenant. She was a member 
of New Covenant United Methodist Church and before moving to Douglasville attended the 
Washington Chapel Methodist Church in Kingsport, TN.

She was preceded in death by her parents and her husband, Russell David Running, on 
December 26, 1997.

Survivors include her daughters, Ruth June Running of Atlanta, and Martha Running James 
and her husband, Mike of Blountville, TN; sister and brother in-law, Josephine and Jack 
Crymes of Norcross, GA; sister-in-law, Barbara Barrows and her husband Paul of Little Rock, 
Arkansas; grandchildren, Tyler Austin Running, Mercedes Danielle James, and Aiden Russell 
James; niece, Jennifer Crymes Karaty and nephews, Jonathan and Joseph Crymes.

Funeral services for Mrs. Running were conducted on Sunday February 21, 2016 at Whitley 
Garner at Rosehaven Funeral Home in Douglasville, Georgia, with Rev. Billy Godwin 
officiating. Burial followed on Tuesday February 23, 2016 at of Mountain Home Veteran’s 
Cemetery in Johnson City, TN. 

addiE BEll ruth st. clair
1926 – 2016
Ruth J. St. Clair, age 89, of Louisville, loving wife, mother, and 
grandmother, went to Heaven on Monday, March 14, 2016. She 
was the wife of longtime Methodist minister, Rev. George St. 
Clair, having been married for 45 years, and was active in all 
the churches they ministered in and enjoyed senior activities at 
Everett Senior Center and Baptist Health Center. In addition to her 
husband, she was preceded in death by her grandson, Jason Davis; 
parents, Rufus and Martha Edwards Jones; two sisters and three 
brothers. Survivors include her children, Jerry (Mercy) St. Clair, 

Linda (David) Miser, Phyllis (Bill) Rhyne; grandchildren, Lisa Moore, Allen (Heather) Davis, 
Leroy (Michelle) Davis, Emily (Tony) Wolfenbarger, Paul (Sherrie) Rhyne, Bradley Miser, Todd 
(Susan) Franklin, Mark (Anna) Franklin, Kimberly Miser, Amber Byrd; 19 great-grandchildren 
and seven great-great-grandchildren; brother, Roy (Dorothy) Jones; several nieces, nephews, 
and cousins. Funeral services were held Thursday, March 17, 2016 in McCammon-Ammons-
Click Funeral Home Chapel, Maryville, TN, with Rev. Tony Wolfenbarger and Rev. Paul Rhyne 
officiating. Burial was held at Highland South Memorial Park (Holly Hills), Knoxville, TN.
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Tuesday, June 7, 2016 ● 8:30 a.m.
Stuart Auditorium 

Morning Bible Study and Holy Communion
“I do not hide Your righteousness in my heart; 

I speak of Your faithfulness and Your saving help. 
I do not conceal Your love and Your faithfulness from the great assembly.”

Psalm 40:10 (NIV)

Prelude    Mr. Bryan K. Underwood
Prayer     The Reverend Elizabeth Hernandez
*Hymn of Praise  “We Believe” Fike/Hooper/Ryan 
Bible Study   Bishop Richard C. Looney
Holy Communion    The Reverend Randall E. Wright

    The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 
   always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
   Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom 
And Your weakness is stronger 
Than human strength.
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 
   we praise Your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest!  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest!

Holy are you, and blessed is Your Son Jesus Christ,  
He preached a radical message of justice 
And love and peace.
By the baptism of His suffering, death, and resurrection, You gave birth to 
   Your church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 
   and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.



38

On the night in which He gave Himself up for us, He took bread, 
   gave thanks to You, broke the bread, gave it to His disciples, and said: 
  “Take, eat; this is My body which is given for you. 
   Do this in remembrance of Me.”
When the supper was over He took the cup, 
   gave thanks to You, gave it to His disciples, and said: 
  “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant 
   poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
And so, in remembrance of these Your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
   we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
   as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, 
   as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again!
Pour out Your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 
   and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
   that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by His blood,
That we might do justice, and love kindness and walk humbly with You,  
our God.
By Your Spirit make us one with Christ, 
   one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 
   until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at His heavenly
   banquet.
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in Your holy church, 
   all honor and glory is Yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen.
And now with the confidence of children of God, we are bold to pray:

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen.

Breaking the Bread
Giving the Bread and Cup   (A gluten-free station is available behind section 7)
Worship Music during Communion Abel and Nicole Carrico and
       Holston Home for Children Students
*Hymn of Faith #156     “I Love to Tell the Story”   hankey

*Benediction   Reverend Hernandez
Postlude    Mr. Bryan K. Underwood
*Please stand as you are able.
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Worship Participants: 
Bible Study ~ Bishop Richard C. Looney, Retired, Chattanooga District
Liturgust ~ The Reverend Elizabeth Hernandez, Door of Heaven UMC, 

Wytheville District
Celebrant ~ The Reverend Randall E. Wright, Harrogate/Arthur/Mt. View UMC, 

Oak Ridge District
Music Leader ~ Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Maryville District

Organist ~ Mr. Bryan K. Underwood, First UMC, Marion, Abingdon District
          Musicians ~ Abel and Nicole Carrico and Holston UM Home for Children Students

Acknowledgement: 
Liturgy written by the Reverend Michael J. O’Donnell, OSL, Lift Up Your Hearts: 
Eucharistic Prayers Based on the Revised Common Lectionary.
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Tuesday, June 7, 2016 ● 11:00 a.m.
Stuart Auditorium

Retirement Recognition
“Dear brothers and sisters, honor those who are your leaders in  

the Lord’s work. They work hard among you and give you  
spiritual guidance. Show them great respect and wholehearted love  

because of their work. And live peacefully with each other.”
1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 (NLT)

Prelude       Mr. Bryan K. Underwood
Prayer      The Reverend Kimberly M. Goddard
*Hymn of Adoration #363 “And Can It Be that I Should Gain” sagina
                         (verses 1, 3-5)
Recognition of the Retirees Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor
      Reverend Kimberly M. Goddard

As the name of each person retiring is read and he or she comes forward 
to be greeted by the Bishop, we ask those who are from a church this 
person has served or who have been in ministry with this person to stand 
where you are and offer a prayer of thanksgiving for his or her years of 
service to The United Methodist Church and Holston Conference.

Reading of the Names   The Reverend Daniel H. Taylor, Jr.
Bishop Taylor/People: 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, you came to us from congregations 
where the Spirit of the Lord was upon you; 
 and you were charged to preach to the brokenhearted, 
to visit the captive, to anoint those who were bruised. 
These things you have done. 
We thank God for the community of the faithful 
  in which the Word of God found response. 
Countless persons have depended upon you for help. 
In the providence of God, you know

that both suffering and joy can be God’s way of teaching and 
healing. 

At your ordination,
you received authority to read the Holy Scriptures in the Church of 
God, to preach the Word, to celebrate the Sacraments, and to Order 
the life of the Church. 
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At your consecration, 
 you received authority to equip the people of God, 

and to embody the unity of the congregation’s worship with its life 
in the world. 

By God’s grace you did many things that seemed to be beyond your 
 power. 
We thank God that you were given the vision to be faithful. 
Death and illness have not come on schedule.  
The truth has not always been easy to preach. 
We know something of the grace by which you have lived, 
 And we thank God for your vision. 
Never think lightly of the great good  
 that God has wrought through you. 
Continue to be true to your calling. 
May God’s love and power be with you always. 
Let us pray together. 
God of grace, you fill your servants with the vision. 
You empower your servants with your Spirit.  
We give thanks for the ministry of these women and men, 
 and for the ways in which you have ministered to us 
 through them. 
Give them a sense of your abiding presence,

that they may continue to love and serve you, 
and ever grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ, 
in whose name we pray. Amen.

Glimpses of Ministry from the Retiring Class 
 A video capturing thoughts from our retiring clergy.
Hymn of Faith #714 “I Know Whom I Have Believed” el nathan

Passing of the Mantle 
The Bishop stands before a representative of the retiring class and a 
representative of the new full member class and takes the mantle (stole) 
and places it on the shoulders of the representative of the retiring class, 
saying: 
In the book of Kings, we read of the Prophet Elijah’s ministry. The 
mantle, symbolic of submission to God, fell upon the younger prophet, 
Elisha, and the spirit of Elijah rested upon Elisha.
The representative of the retiring class turns and places the mantle on 
shoulders of the representative of the new full member class, saying:
I transfer this mantle from our generation to the young, indicating 
thereby that the responsibilities and dedication of the older generation 
will be caught up and carried on by the young, and the spirit of today’s 
Elijahs will rest upon today’s Elishas.
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Retirement Recognition Participants:
Mary Virginia Taylor, Resident Bishop, Holston Area,

The United Methodist Church
The Reverend Kimberly M. Goddard, Chair, Board of Ordained Ministry, 

Kingsport District
The Reverend Daniel H. Taylor, Jr., Director, Clergy Services and 

Conference Secretary, Knoxville District
Passing the Mantle ~ The Reverend Meg G. Taylor, Retiring Elder,  Wytheville District

The Reverend Kevin Richardson, Incoming Elder, Bland Circuit, Tazewell District
Music Leader ~ Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Maryville District

Organist ~ Mr. Bryan K. Underwood, First UMC, Marion,  Abingdon District

The representative of the new class rises, turns to the retiring class, and 
says:
We who come after you take up the mantle which falls upon us. May we 
inherit a double share of your spirit.
The Bishop responds: 
I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the 
calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, 
with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body 
and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of us all, who is 
above all and through all and in all. (Ephesians 4:1-6)

*Hymn of Praise  “Give Thanks” Smith
  #99   “My Tribute” my tribute

*Benediction    Bishop Taylor
Postlude     Mr. Bryan K. Underwood
*Please stand as you are able.
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2016 rEtirEEs

Name Years of Service

Martha Moore Beamer  ...............................................................   9
George W. Boles  ........................................................................ 40
Hugh Paul Bryan  ........................................................................ 16
Paula Dell Campbell  ..................................................................   9
Cheryl M. Caruso  .......................................................................   8
Norman Clark  ............................................................................. 13
Barbara Ballard Farmer  ..............................................................   7
Timothy W. Graham  .................................................................. 38
C. Frederick “Fred” Hammer  ..................................................... 17
Phyllis L. Hankins  ...................................................................... 15
Danny Charles Hensley  .............................................................. 40
Jimmy Lee Horn  ........................................................................   7
R. Michael Hubble  ..................................................................... 46
Deborah W. Killough  ................................................................. 10
James Robert Layell  ................................................................... 30
H. Rae Mullins  ........................................................................... 33
James T. Oxendine  ..................................................................... 16
Gary E. Perdue  ........................................................................... 11
Steve Pross  .................................................................................   6
Scott A. Robertson-Gouge  ......................................................... 32
George Frank Saddler  ................................................................ 11
Van Sanks  .................................................................................. 25
Kenneth L. Sprinkle  ................................................................... 43
V. Richard Tallent, Jr.  ................................................................ 22
Meg G. Taylor  ............................................................................ 34
Daniel C. Theiben  ...................................................................... 30
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martha moorE BEamEr
Spouse:  Bob 
Favorite Hymn:  It is Well with My Soul 
Favorite Scripture:  Romans 8:35-36; 37-39 (NIV)
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble 
or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger 
or sword? No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death 
nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the 
future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 

that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
The years that I have spent in ministry have been most wonderful! It is no coincidence 

that God placed me in the paths of His wonderful people in the churches – people who have 
inspired and encouraged my faith. Having been called to the ministry after years in the public 
arena where I gained life skills that indeed prepared me for active ministry with and among 
people, my call was affirmed and I was graciously welcomed into the pastoral ministry.

Being involved in ministry for me is not, and has not been, confined within the local 
churches where I served but has branched into the community where the social, spiritual, 
and economic needs of the world are very visible. Community is also where needs can be 
assessed and support of those needs can be ascertained working cooperatively with various 
helping agencies and support entities. It has been a joyous experience to work alongside the 
congregations I have served and alongside those helping ministries that have evolved from the 
teachings of scripture over the past 2000 plus years. For me, learning and understanding as 
the Holy Spirit reveals naturally leads to “doing” to the least, the last, and the lost, wherever 
and whoever they may be. Though retiring, I plan to continue to minister in some form or way 
where I can.

hugh Paul BrYan
Spouse:  Ilene 
Favorite Hymn:  Be Thou My Vision 
Favorite Scripture:  Genesis 12:1-3
I believe that God constantly calls us to go deeper into our 
relationship with Him and also deeper into service for His 
Kingdom. That call comes in many ways and one that was 
primary in my call into ordained ministry was the family and 
church family that raised me at Calhoun UMC. I look back at the 
saints that surrounded me with love and offer thanksgiving for 
the attention I received from them. However, since discernment 

does not appear to be one of my spiritual gifts, I was 48 before I began to put together how God 
had been working in my life for the purpose of me becoming a pastor. I discussed my options 
with my wife about full-time or part-time ministry. Her reply was that part-time service was 
not possible for me since everything I had done in my life I had put full-time effort into. My 
candidacy mentor, Stella Roberts, also gave me no options. “You are going to seminary,” she 
said. 

And so I began three years as a student pastor at the Ten Mile/Oak Grove Circuit in the 
Cleveland District where the congregations set about training me with love in their hearts. 
That was followed by eight years at the Goodfield Circuit and five years at Decatur/Concord. 
All three of these charges are in the same county and along with two other churches comprise 
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Meigs County United Methodists, a nine-church cooperative parish where we pool our 
resources to strengthen the United Methodist presence in our county.

So now, 16 years later, I believe I am being called into a different avenue of ministry, not to 
retire from service but to focus on the children of the Meigs County churches. As I reflect on 
how God has used me, I see children that have grown up while I have been their pastor and 
parish youth pastor. They are very confident in their faith, sharing it with many other youth and 
children. What small part I have played in their development, I want to try to reproduce with 
the current group of younger children. In so doing, I also hope to have more time to dedicate 
to my faithful wife, Ilene, who has been very patient in our 46 years together. Perhaps then, 
she won’t be tempted to remind me that she put me through school twice. And so the journey 
continues.

norman clark
Spouse:  Sheila 
Favorite Hymn:  Grace Greater than Our Sins 
Favorite Scripture:  I John 3:1-3
I have had the privilege of serving our Lord Jesus Christ with the 
people called United Methodists for a little over thirteen years. 
First, I served as a Supply Pastor to the Appalachian Prayer 
Fellowship and Station Creek UMC, for the last thirteen years as 
full-time local pastor of the Ewing Circuit, consisting of Morley 
Memorial UMC (now merged), Ingles Chapel UMC, and Morgan 
Memorial UMC. These congregations have been wonderful in the 

way they have loved me and my family as we have grown together in our fellowship with the 
Lord Jesus.

I am eternally grateful for the teaching I received at the feet of my longtime pastor, Reverend 
David Knight, Sr. and his wonderful wife, Judy. Their witness, encouragement, wisdom, and 
love for the Body of Christ have been greatly used by the Holy Spirit to guide the ministry of 
Jesus through my life. Their understanding that we are all ministers for Christ, regardless of 
our position, will always guide life for my wife and me as we enter a new path in that exciting 
journey.

Also, I am thankful that my first instructors in COS were Dr. George Morris and Eddie 
Fox. Their teaching challenged me to embrace a fresh Pentecost in my life and a true desire 
to “Rescue the Perishing.” My prayer is that all Christians, not UMC only, will get a vision 
to go into the darkness and let the light of Jesus shine with the fullness of his mighty glory so 
that all may come to the saving knowledge of our Lord Jesus. Thank you for this wonderful 
experience.
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BarBara Ballard farmEr
Favorite Hymn:  In Christ Alone 
Favorite Scripture:  Jeremiah 29:11-13
I was born in Galax, VA, during the height of battle in the Second 
World War. My dad, James Ballard, was in the Normandy landing 
force and survived the horror of Omaha Beach on D-Day in 1944. 
Two years later, he came home to Grayson County to meet his 
daughter and became a powerful influence in my young life.

I became a Christian at the age of 8 and felt an unmistakable 
call to full-time Christian work at the age of 12, which of course 
meant becoming a missionary in Africa, or some other far away 

country. My dad didn’t share my enthusiasm for the mission field and told me to just grow up, 
get married, and have a family. And that is exactly what I did and was a stay-at-home mom 
with my two daughters for several years. When time came to find a job, God unmistakably 
paved the way for employment with the Galax Welfare Department, and I began what turned 
into a 36-year career with the Virginia Social Services System. I was a missionary, and my field 
of ministry was working with the poor in the various communities where I lived. In retrospect, I 
understand that God’s call to the mission field isn’t limited to foreign countries. We are called to 
serve wherever we are planted. 

When my daughters were in high school, I began my college career and for many years 
pursued my education through the Virginia Social Services System.

In 1984, I was asked to serve as Lay Pastor to Glendale United Methodist Church in Carroll 
County and was introduced to the pastoral ministry. In 1985, Rev. Connie Mack Farmer and I 
were married while he served Meadowview and Yellow Springs United Methodist Churches 
in the Abingdon District, and I was introduced to the “parsonage ministry” as the preacher’s 
wife. It was the life I loved, having served in many different leadership capacities in The 
United Methodist Church all my life. After retirement from the Department of Social Services 
in 2006, Rev. Jim Goddard offered me a job at Pleasant View United Methodist Church in the 
Abingdon District as Director of Congregational Care. It was during my employment there that 
God used Rev. Goddard to confirm my own call to the pastoral ministry for real and I began 
the candidacy process. My husband died in 2009, and six months later Bishop James Swanson 
appointed me as Associate Pastor at Pleasant View. The rest is history. I have loved serving 
my Lord, Jesus Christ, in all the different venues He has opened to me; and I look forward to 
serving Him in whatever capacity He determines for the rest of my life.

PhYllis l. hankins
Spouse:  Buford “Boo” 
Favorite Hymn:  Here I Am, Lord 
Favorite Scripture:  Psalm 139
When I married Boo in 1969, I had no inkling of  “the places you 
will go!” Our first mission trip was to Belize, then God’s Call to 
serve on Utila, Honduras. Soon He graciously Called us to be 
parents to two lovely girls, Rachel and Bethany. Our family went 
to Liberia, West Africa, serving the Lord as representatives of the 
Holston Conference for 7 years. While there, God Called me to 
ordained ministry, yet my first Call was to my children. For 10 

years, I served as a pastor’s wife, mom, youth leader, lay witness and children’s choir director-
and made sure of God’s Call. In 1995, having completed Candidacy, with our girls in college, 
I entered Asbury Seminary – as a “second career student.” It was three-and-one-half intensely 
spiritual years of hard work, worship, healing, and learning the art of pastoring.
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Upon my graduation in 1999, Boo and I were appointed co-pastors of a large church. Then 
the bishop moved us to the Tri-Cities. Over the next 7 years, I served one, two, three, and four 
churches. Back then, people would still admit they didn’t think a woman was qualified to be a 
pastor. Once I said to the Lord, “I must’ve been mistaken when I heard Your Call.” The Lord 
answered, “NO, I sent you into all those places for My reasons.”

For 2 years, I went with Boo to a large church, starting a Kids, Jesus And Me program and 
a children’s choir. In 2007, I led a VBS team to the Czech Republic. In 2008 Bishop Swanson 
asked us to go to South Sudan. Our answer, “Hey, we have grandchildren! You need YOUNG 
people to do that!” But you know the Bishop, he didn’t quit! So, we prayed and God Called 
again.

We encountered an immature group of Methodists, 16 churches with urgent needs for clean 
water, health care, and education. Our first year we baptized and anointed for healing hundreds; 
we worked with Holston to drill deep-water wells. Boo appointed two women pastors, making 
a total of four. Prompted by Libby Dearing, we laid the groundwork for a children’s home, built 
The Captain’s House, and tried to settle conflicts in the church, school, and tribal land we had 
bought. Each week we met to train the pastors, including English classes. We preached dozens 
of sermons and learned to speak some Juba Arabic and Kakwa. We enabled sponsorship of 
many students to school, and we hosted teams who came to do medical, building, and teaching 
ministries. We returned home in 2011.

People ask, “Was it hard?” Yes, unrelenting heat, malaria, studying, culture clashes, keeping 
up with multiple churches/needs was hard. But there were joys too – preaching, teaching, 
marrying, baptizing, comforting the afflicted … Jesus said, “Take up your cross – DAILY and 
follow Me.” His road was not easy and neither was mine. But He called me to be a witness, 
missionary, and prophet. Whatever good has come is all to His glory. Romans 8:28

dannY charlEs hEnslEY
Spouse:  Karen 
Favorite Hymn:  Amazing Grace 
Favorite Scripture:  Luke 15:1-32
I am grateful to God for the privilege to serve Jesus Christ as an 
ordained minister in the Holston Annual Conference for these 
forty years! I have served local churches in five districts. I thank 
God for the many loyal, dedicated saints in the churches I have 
served: Patten Center, Parham’s Chapel, Mt. Crest, Stephens 
Chapel, Morganville, Slygo Valley, Mosheim Central, Mt. Pleasant 
(Greeneville), Rock Springs, Vermont, Boones Creek, LaFollette, 

and Panther Springs. To work beside them doing Kingdom work has been a true blessing.
At my side through all these years has been my wonderful wife, Karen. She is a true blessing 

to me and many others. Along the way, God has blessed us with three awesome children. And 
now, we are blessed with two sons-in-law and one daughter-in-law and with five grandchildren! 
We have indeed been blessed greatly!

And I must thank God for the home where I grew up in Greene County, Tennessee. My 
mother’s faith was truly influential. And later in my life, my father came to faith. His faith, too, 
impacted me. My faith was nurtured at Meadow Creek Presbyterian Church in Greeneville, 
Tennessee. My first sense of call came there when I was eighteen years old.

When I met Karen Roller, I became acquainted with another positive faith influence in my life 
- my father-in-law, Rev. Homer Roller (a member of Holston Annual Conference). He became 
my first pastor in The United Methodist Church as well as my father-in-law.

Rev. John Lindy was my pastor at Ottway United Methodist Church in Greeneville, Tennessee 
when I accepted the call to ordained ministry. The congregation there was so supportive of me.
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As I have prepared this personal statement, it has become abundantly clear to me that my life 
has been enhanced by too many people to mention. Space in the Journal will not allow it. I am 
just grateful to God for each one who has helped me up to this point in my life and I am grateful 
to God for all who will yet help me!

It has been a blast!

JimmY l. horn
Spouse:  Brenda 
Favorite Hymn:  Amazing Grace 
Favorite Scripture:  Romans 10:9 and John 14:1–3
In November 1972, I went to work at a coal preparation plant. I 
was 29 years old, still living in sin doing what I thought I should 
and most of the time just what I wanted to, not thinking of 
anything except worldly things. My wife, being a Christian, and 
our 5-year-old son attended a little country church nearly every 
Sunday. On a Sunday night on September 19, 1976, I went to a 
revival meeting with them to that little church they attended. The 

pastor, Rev. Leon Yost, a great man of God, was preaching revival there. Leon had visited me 
serval times, never pushing, just showing love and concern for my soul. He would talk to me 
and tell me about Jesus and God’s saving grace. I didn’t go back on Monday night because I was 
under conviction and thought I would stay away. However, on Tuesday night, September 21, I 
knelt at an old-fashioned altar and gave my heart to the Lord. 

I served as Sunday school superintendent, Sunday school teacher, and lay speaker under Rev. 
Leon Yost. When the time came for Brother Leon to move to another appointment we were 
blessed to get another pastor, the Rev. Ted Anders, a great man of God whom I served under for 
ten years.

In the fall of 1999, I felt the need to move. We were led to another little country UMC whose 
pastor was none other than Leon Yost who had led me to the Lord in 1976. Leon had come 
out of retirement to fill in as pastor on the Wright’s Valley/Tip Top charge for 6 months but 
stayed for 16 years. I felt honored to fill in for Leon at the time of his accident. What I didn’t 
realize was that God was preparing me for my call into the ministry. When I began to feel the 
call, Leon was back in the pulpit, and I went right on serving and helping him as needed and 
praying about the call I was experiencing. Then in April 2010, the Lord called Leon home. Both 
churches were in agreement for me to become pastor on the charge. I answered my calling and 
accepted their request to pastor these churches. On April 18, 2010, District Superintendent Don 
Nation appointed me Supply Pastor of the charge. In 2011 at Annual Conference, I received my 
Local Pastor’s License under Bishop James Swanson.

I want to thank God for District Superintendent Dr. John David Tabor whom I have had the 
privilege to serve under, who has been an inspiration to me, who has encouraged me, prayed for 
and with me through the years. I believe he is a man of God and I consider him a good friend. I 
want to thank God for his love and saving grace, and the ones who I learned so much from over 
the years. 

Last but not least, I want to thank my loving, caring, and praying wife who didn’t give up 
on me, and my son who said to me in 1976, “Daddy, why don’t you go to church with me and 
Mom?” My wife and I want to thank God also for our daughter-in-law who is the daughter we 
never had and two of the greatest grandsons that ever were, Cody and Austin!!!! Thanks to the 
good people who allowed me to be their pastor. Grace to One and All!
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r. michaEl huBBlE
Spouse:  Margaret 
Favorite Hymn:  O Love Divine, What Hast Thou Done 
Favorite scripture:  John 3:16 
My faith journey started at Rockford United Methodist Church 
located in Pulaski County, VA, directly across the New River from 
Radford. This was my family’s home church and the place where 
during a revival meeting following my senior year in high school 
that I gave my heart to Christ. Shortly thereafter, I began to sense 
God’s call to ministry and responded to it. My pastor at the time, 
Daryl Williams, helped me understand if God was calling me to 

ministry, God was also calling me to prepare for ministry. 
In the fall of 1968, I enrolled at Hiwassee College and graduated in the summer of 1970. 

It was in June of 1970 I received my first student appointment at the Oak Grove/Ten Mile 
Circuit in Meigs County, TN. I served there until my graduation from Tennessee Wesleyan in 
May 1972. At that time, I was appointed as a student local pastor at the Unity/Chilcutt Circuit 
in Cleveland, TN. I served there until my graduation from Candler School of Theology in 
December 1974. 

It was while at Tennessee Wesleyan College I met Margaret Reed from Etowah, TN. We 
dated for about two years and were married July 1, 1973. Following our wedding, Margaret and 
I followed the path of so many before and after us, attending school and working during the 
week in Atlanta and coming home to Holston to serve our churches over the weekend. 

Following graduation from Candler, I was appointed as Associate Pastor at First UMC 
Pulaski where I was privileged to serve with Senior Pastor Jim Hankins. I will forever be 
grateful for that opportunity and the lifelong friendship with Jim that grew from it. Our oldest 
son, Daniel, was born while we were at First UMC Hillsville. Adam, our youngest, was born 
while we were at First UMC Hillsville. 

In the ensuing time, we have had the privilege of serving at Reynolds Memorial, Gray, Red 
Bank, Keith Memorial, and First UMC Sweetwater. From June 2009-2014 I served as District 
Superintendent of the Abingdon District and then the Chattanooga District. 

I am keenly aware of two things as I come to retirement. First, I am not a self-made person. 
There have been so many people, beginning with my parents, who have had a hand in molding 
and shaping my life including pastors, teachers, friends, church members, too many to count. 
Alex Haley wrote, “If you see a turtle sitting on top of a fence post, remember he had some 
help.” I remember and am grateful. 

Second, I am profoundly grateful to God for the privilege of serving in God’s Kingdom as 
a pastor in The United Methodist Church. I am thankful for every church I have been honored 
to serve. I am grateful for colleagues and friends in ministry who have been a source of 
encouragement. I am thankful for my Bishops and District Superintendents who trusted me to 
serve in their Conference and Districts. Above all, I am thankful to God for the gift of his Son 
Jesus, for without Him none of this would have been. Thanks be to God. 
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JamEs roBErt laYEll
Spouse:  Jean 
Favorite Hymn:  Sweet Hour of Prayer 
Favorite Scripture:  I Corinthians 13
I thank God, my wife Jean, my daughter Rebekah, and the 
wonderful people of the Holston Conference churches we have 
served for all their support, prayers, and love during this 30 year 
journey.

We know that in whatever service God leads us in the future, 
He will provide all we need.

h. raE mullins
Spouse:  Ruth
No words could every fully express nor list of those to thank be 
complete. So I hope a simple thanks and God bless you all will 
do! Rae

JamEs t. oxEndinE
Spouse:  Ada “Prue” 
Favorite Hymn: Just As I Am 
Favorite Scripture:  Romans 13:8-10
I was introduced to The United Methodist Church in the 1980s 
after I met my wife Prue Oxendine. Her family was Methodist and 
her dad told me that if I wanted to get serious about his daughter, 
I needed to become a Methodist. I learned a lot from Mr. Vernon 
Fleenor about church, service, and humility, and the love of Jesus 
Christ. If one needed an example of a Christian, Mr. Fleenor was 
it. I joined Sinking Springs United Methodist Church and became 

very active in the church holding various offices and teaching Sunday school and Bible study. 
I became affiliated with Paperville United Methodist Church because my wife was their piano 
player. In 2000, I was appointed Supply Pastor to Paperville UMC and in 2004, I was appointed 
local pastor to Paperville/Virginia Avenue Charge. I am so very thankful that The United 
Methodist Church gave me an opportunity to serve Jesus Christ as a minister of the Gospel. 

I thank my wonderful wife Prue for her patience with me, her invaluable help, and her 
willingness to also serve the churches to which we were sent. 

I am retiring from ministry because I have reached the mandatory retirement age. However, I 
would like to continue to be involved in ministry. As I go into retirement I am reminded of the 
story when a retired minister was asked, “What was the most significant Bible verse or word of 
wisdom that came to mind?” His reply was, “Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me 
so.”

I am looking forward to what God has for Prue and me in this next chapter of our life.
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garY E. PErduE
Spouse:  Nancy
After receiving a “spiritual renewal” asked for while on an 
Emmaus Walk, I decided to give my fear and reluctance to 
witness publicly for our Lord as the costly sacrifice that David 
spoke of in 2 Samuel 24:24. Toward that end, I set out by the 
grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit to accomplish the 
statement of ministry so aptly laid out in Acts 26:17b-18: “... I 
am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from 
darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, so that they 
may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are 

sanctified by faith in me.”

stEvE Pross
Spouse:  Tracee 
Favorite Hymn:  Be Thou My Vision UMH # 451 
Favorite Scripture:  Psalm 40:1-3
My years in pastoral ministry have been short. My acceptance 
of God’s calling into ministry has resulted in a mere eight years 
at a single church. However, I am thankful and grateful for this 
assignment and the many opportunities I have had during my life 
to serve with others in missions and ministries for the glory of 
God. One such opportunity has been the incredible experience to 
serve with others on the Latvia Partnership Team, to travel to this 

country to preach and teach, and to meet such wonderful people who have a burning desire to 
know and serve the Lord. I was very humbled by this wonderful blessing that God provided.

After much prayerful consideration, I retire now from pastoral ministry due to health 
concerns for not only myself but also that of my loving and always supportive wife, Tracee. 
At God’s direction and according to His will, I feel confident that I will never truly retire from 
ministry. I look forward to the “next journey” and new opportunities to serve the Lord as I 
always remember, “It is not what we are leaving behind but where we are going” as I continue 
to serve Him.

Prior to and during my years of pastoral ministry, the Lord has guided my path and blessed 
me with many great people who have loved me, encouraged me, and supported me in serving 
Him. I would like to thank some of these people to include Carol Wilson, Charles Maynard, 
Mickey Rainwater, Jason Roe, Rae Mullins, Brad Hyde, Darren Kitts, and specially my mentor, 
Jerry Page. I love you all and pray for your ministries.



52

scott roBErtson-gougE
Spouse: Ruth 
Favorite Hymn: Grace Greater Than Our Sin  
 How Great Is Our God 
Favorite Scripture:  I Timothy 6:18-19; II Peter 3:18
In 30 plus years of serving local churches, I have learned how true 
I Timothy 6:18-19 really are. I have learned and tried to teach the 
necessity of reaching beyond one’s self to help others experience 
life in a different way. The mindset of many in the church is “to 
accept Jesus as your personal savior,” but if a person’s life is not 
changed and transformed to “be rich in good works, generous and 

ready to share,” they really are not experiencing the “life that really is life.” It has been fulfilling 
to see others come to that same understanding and begin living a different life.

van sanks
Spouse:  Anice 
Favorite Hymn:  Hymn of Promise
So long ago, I asked my pastor, Doug Smith, if we might meet 
together. That afternoon, when I asked Doug if the church might 
have a place for someone like me, he replied, “I thought that’s 
why you wanted to meet with me, and the answer is yes.”

To all those who have gracefully allowed me a place in 
ministry, I offer my sincere thanks.

Licensed as a local pastor in 1991, I am privileged to have 
served three appointments over twenty-some years.  As I reflect 

on those appointments and the people I have encountered, people who sometimes endured me, 
often educated me, but mostly loved and joined me in ministry, all I may proclaim is “Thank 
You!” I am especially thankful for my wife Anice, who grew up in a Baptist parsonage, and 
once confessed, “In my wildest dreams I never thought of being married to a pastor.” I am 
continually amazed and strengthened by her energy and faithfulness.

One of the joys of urban ministry is the opportunity to meet and enter into relationship with 
diverse people. Early on I stumbled across these words of wisdom from William Stringfellow, 
which I hope served to shape my ministry: “There are guys whom you’ve got to love because 
Jesus loves them, whom you’ve got to help because they need you, with whom you’ve got to 
stick around because Jesus sticks around with them … in the street and the candy store and the 
unlocked car at night; and they won’t understand, and they won’t be changed, but they will see 
a glimmer of hope from someone who loved them for Jesus’ sake.”
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kEnnEth l. sPrinklE
Spouse:  Teresa 
Favorite Hymn:  It Is Well & most of the Cokesbury Hymnal 
Favorite Scripture:  Isaiah 6:1-8
(vs. 8 – “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I 
said, “Here am I, send me.”)
I heard the call to ministry when I was 14 years old, standing 
next to my bunk at Camp Wesley Woods. I answered that call 
three years later, making it public under the ministry of Charles 
Lippse. Two weeks later, I had my heart “strangely warmed,” 
and came into full assurance of salvation at the first Campus 

Crusade High School Conference at Covenant College in Lookout Mountain, GA. I became a 
Lay Witness Mission Youth Coordinator, traveled with a Christian folk group, attended Emory 
& Henry College, Asbury Theological Seminary, and took the road to Damascus for my first 
appointment. God led me to pursue a Doctor of Ministry degree and used that to change my 
sermon preparation and delivery. I have been accompanied through most of the journey by 
Teresa Green Sprinkle, with whom I attended church, folk group travels, college and Concert 
Choir, and married in 1972. She is the “help suitable” for me (Genesis 2:20), and words cannot 
express her value – rubies don’t even come close!

We have served four decades in churches with wonderful people of God. We have 
experienced great times and great moves of the Spirit. We have seen prayers answered, lives 
changed, as well as experienced times of stress, disappointment, and tears. A keynote of our 
ministry together has been praying for couples who have seemed unable to conceive and bear 
a child. Only a handful of those prayed for did not receive the desire of their hearts. And along 
the way, the Lord blessed us with five children, and the reward of our perseverance, seven 
grandchildren!

I am thankful for the friends and faithful servants we have met at Damascus UMC, Byars-
Cobbs Memorial, Lebanon (Meadowview), Piney Flats, Edgefield, Fort Oglethorpe, First 
Pennington Gap, East Stone Gap, Legion Memorial, Virginia Avenue (Bluefield) and Falls 
Mills. I am thankful for the growth that they enabled me to experience and praise Jesus for 
those who grew spiritually under my ministry. I can look back over those appointments and 
confirm that the Lord was leading in placing me there, even (maybe especially) when I may 
have questioned His wisdom at the time. I also have seen someone enter full-time service in the 
Kingdom of God in almost all of those appointments.

I am also thankful for those with whom I have served in the ministry, colleagues in the field, 
leadership on the District and Conference levels, and those “strangers unaware” from other 
denominations and ministries who have walked alongside of me for brief (or long) periods of 
time. For all these things, I give God praise!
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mEg grotE taYlor
Favorite Hymn:  The Church’s One Foundation  
 any contemporary praise hymns.
Between 1976-78, the Lord had to call me into the pastoral 
ministry three different times before I finally understood the 
Call! I was a single parent of a 6-year-old daughter, and what a 
wonderful time we had at Asbury Seminary – good friends and 
outstanding professors. However, the true joy has been the local 
churches I was so privileged to pastor for 28 years, before being 
a District Superintendent for the past 7 years. Thank you to the 
churches that I was appointed to, for all of the fun we had, for 

the times that we experienced God working in our midst, and for helping me to become a 
better pastor. I will miss the very special clergy and churches in the Wytheville District! Many 
of those pastors and churches have grown in their ability and passion to do ministry, and my 
prayers will continue to be with you. My late daughter, Mary Jo, and now my granddaughter, 
Megan, have been raised in the ministry, and they have been a true joy and help to me. I will be 
living in Morristown, TN, and the #1 goal now is to finish the book that I started about 12 years 
ago.
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daniEl c. thEiBEn 
Favorite Hymn:  Amazing Grace 
Favorite Scripture:  Psalm 37:4-5
Ministry for me began thirteen years before I was appointed 
by Bishop Finger as TBS in 1984. I was involved in “Street 
Ministry” and I had served in two interdenominational churches 
as associate pastor when I met D.S. Gordon Sterchi in late 1983. 
The meetings with Gordon transformed my life forever. I found 
my sincerely held beliefs were actually embodied in a people 
called United Methodists. I discovered my true spiritual mentor 
had been John Wesley all along and his influence on Christianity 

is what made the greatest impact on my early spiritual formation. Thus, coming to The United 
Methodist Church was like coming home.

My appointment to Oakland allowed me to finish my college at TWC. God bless the good 
folks there who patiently loved me while I was learning to preach. In 1987, I was appointed to 
Ross Campground/Mt. Zion in order to attend seminary. My young family was enthusiastically 
received there. The good folks there were very patient with me being out of town during 
the school year. It was there the first person in my ministry received a call to preach. After 
seminary, I served my first full time appointment at Limestone/McCarty. The ten years I 
was there were wonderful, yet bittersweet. The churches had positive spiritual and numerical 
growth. Most years were double-digit increases. The people were spiritually hungry and 
excited. Our services and ministries had strong attendance and a good number of our people 
got involved in ministry. This helped further the fire of revival in our church. Also, while 
serving there three young men received a call to full time Christian service. However, it was 
also during this time my wife decided to divorce me and I became a single parent. I don’t know 
what I would have done without the love and encouragement of my friends at Limestone and 
McCarty. They got me through the hardest time of my life.

Enterprise and St. Paul were my next appointment and for another decade, I experienced 
God’s amazing grace. St Paul grew to add a second worship service and the joint youth group 
grew to between 45 to 55 youth. It was during this time my daughter graduated from ETSU and 
my son was married and had two children.

After two appointments of ten years in a row, I thought I would try to do it again at 
Clintwood/Pound. This would put me into my seventies at mandatory retirement. However, 
after two years, Pound went station and two more years at Clintwood (being divorced and 
single for over 18 years), I decided to start a new chapter in my life. I met a lady that I want to 
spend the rest of my life with.

I can never thank God enough for the wonderful memories, experiences, and friends I have 
had over the past thirty-two years in Holston. I plan to continue my Kairos Prison Ministry at 
Red Onion to the men our society has forgotten and share the Love of God everywhere I go as 
long as I live.
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Tuesday, June 7, 2016 ● 7:00 p.m. 
Stuart Auditorium 

Mission Celebration
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 

brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’”
Matthew 25:40 (NIV)

Pre-service music, 6:30–7:00 p.m.  Roger Williams & 
     the All Mixed-Up Quartet
Welcome and Prayer   The Reverend Tom Hancock
*Congregational Songs of Praise Roger Williams & 
      the All Mixed-Up Quartet
Special Music   Roger Williams & 
      the All Mixed-Up Quartet
Introduction of the Speaker Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor
Anthem   “Do It, Lord” Roger Williams, solo 
     Annual Conference Choir
Scripture Reading Matthew 25:31-46
Message    The Reverend Brooke Atchley
Response to the Word   The Reverend Michael G. Sluder
Offering for Holston’s Ministry with Children in Poverty   
   “We Need You” Roger Williams & 
      the All Mixed-Up Quartet
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Sending Forth Reverend Sluder
Special Music   Roger Williams & 
      the All Mixed-Up Quartet

Worship Participants: 
Preacher ~ The Reverend Brooke Atchley, Church & Community Worker, 

Tazewell District
Prayer ~ The Reverend Tom Hancock, Cassidy UMC, Kingsport District

Response to the Word ~ The Reverend Michael G. Sluder, 
Director, Connectional Ministries, Maryville District

Music ~ Roger Williams & the All Mixed-Up Quartet, Fairview UMC, Maryville District
Music Leader ~ Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Maryville District

Organist ~ Mr. Bryan K. Underwood, First UMC, Marion, Abingdon District
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Wednesday, June 8, 2016 ● 9:00 a.m.
Stuart Auditorium

Service of Ordination, Commissioning, 
Recognition and Sending Forth

“Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. 
Whoever serves me the Father will honor.” 

John 12:26 (NRSV)

Pre-Service Music, 8:30 – 9:00 a.m.  The Lake Junaluska Singers
Prelude              Mr. Bryan K. Underwood
*Processional Hymns 
  #577  “God of Grace and God of Glory” cwm rhondda

 #155 “All Hail the Power of Jesus Name” diadem

*Greeting and Prayer         Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor 
As the congregation remains standing, 

the bishop greets them and they respond:
The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you.
We come together to praise God,
   to hear the Holy Word,
and to seek for ourselves and others
   the power, presence, and direction of the Holy Spirit.
Let us pray.
Eternal God, by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit 

you gave to your apostles many excellent gifts.
Give your grace 

to all servants of your church, 
that we may with diligence and faithfulness 
fulfill our various ministries.

Grant that we your people may follow where you lead, 
perfect our ministries, 
and live in joyful obedience to your will,

 through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

THE RECOGNITION OF OUR COMMON MINISTRY AND
REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

As the people remain standing, the bishop begins:

Ministry is the work of God, 
done by the people of God.
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Through baptism 
all Christians are made part of the priesthood of all believers, 
the church, Christ’s body, made visible in the world. 

We all share in Christ’s ministry of love and service 
for the redemption of the human family and the whole of creation.

Therefore, in celebration of our common ministry, 
I call upon all God’s people gathered here:

The bishop may pour water into a basin and say:
Remember your baptism and be thankful.
We remember our baptism 

and affirm our common ministry.
All people are seated.

PRESENTATION OF PERSONS TO BE COMMISSIONED, 
ORDAINED OR RECOGNIZED

The Conference Lay Leader and the Chairperson and representatives of the 
Board of Ordained Ministry present to the bishop those who are 

to be commissioned, ordained, and recognized. 
Each candidate stands as their name is read: 

      Mr. Del Holley, 
Conference Lay Leader

On behalf of the laity of local congregations who have examined and approved 
these candidates, 

The Reverend Kimberly M. Goddard, 
Chair, Board of Ordained Ministry:

and on behalf of the Board of Ordained Ministry of this annual conference, 
which has recommended these persons,
and this annual conference, which has approved them,
 we present 

The Reverend David Graybeal, 
Chair, Division of Elders

these persons to be commissioned for the work of an elder:
 Susan Arnold Gary R. Ihfe
 Thomas Isaac Collins James Christopher Ray
 Clayton R. Farmer Matthew S. Robinson
 Rachel E. Witt David Fugatt

The Reverend Dale Gilbert 
Co-Chair, Division of Local Pastors and Associate Members

this person to be recognized as associate members of this annual conference:
 Russell Young 
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The Reverend Rebekah Fetzer, 
Chair, Order of Deacons

this person to be ordained deacon:
 L. Brooke Atchley

The Reverend Donald Swift, 
Chair, Order of Elders

and these persons to be ordained elders:
 Martha Scott Atkins Jeremy M. McMillan
 Timothy J. Best   Kevin S. Richardson
 Misti Dawn McCreary Jason T. Stubblefield
this person whose orders will be recognized as elder: 
 Paige Pearson Wimberly

After all the candidates have been presented, they remain standing, 
and the bishop says:

These persons are by God’s grace 
to be commissioned, recognized or ordained to ministry in Christ’s  
holy church.

Those authorized by the Church to inquire about them 
have discerned that they are persons 
of sound learning and of Christian character, 
and possess the necessary signs of God’s grace, 
and have demonstrated a profound commitment to serve Jesus Christ.

Therefore, we believe them to be duly called to serve God.
We ask you, people of God, 

to declare your assent 
to the commissioning, ordination or recognition of these persons.

Do you trust that they are worthy, by God’s grace, 
to be commissioned, ordained or recognized?

We do! Thanks be to God!
Will you uphold them in their ministry?
With God’s help, we will!  

THE GENERAL EXAMINATION
All remain seated except the candidates and the Bishop, 

who stand facing one another. The Bishop examines the candidates for 
commissioning, ordination and recognition: 

My sisters and brothers in Christ, 
you have been called 
to a commissioned or ordained ministry.

The church now confirms your calling.
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As commissioned or ordained ministers, 
you are to be coworkers with the laity, bishops,
deacons, diaconal ministers, deaconesses, home missioners,
commissioned ministers, local pastors and elders. 

Remember that you are called 
to serve rather than to be served, 
to proclaim the faith of the church and no other, 
to look after the concerns of God above all.

So that we may know that you believe yourselves 
to be called by God 
and that you profess the Christian faith, 
we ask you:

Do you believe that God has called you 
to the life and work of ordained ministry?

I do so believe.
Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

and confess Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior?
I do so believe and confess.
Are you persuaded 

that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments 
contain all things necessary for salvation 
through faith in Jesus Christ 
and are the unique and authoritative standard 
for the church’s faith and life?

I am so persuaded, by God’s grace.
Will you be faithful in prayer, 

in the study of the Holy Scriptures, 
and with the help of the Holy Spirit 
continually rekindle the gift of God that is in you? 

I will, with the help of God.
Will you do your best to pattern your life 

in accordance with the teachings of Christ?
I will, with the help of God.  
Will you, in the exercise of your ministry, 

lead the people of God 
to faith in Jesus Christ, 
to participate in the life and work of the community, and 
to seek peace, justice, and freedom for all people?

I will, with the help of God.
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Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church, 
accepting its order, liturgy, doctrine, and discipline, 
defending it against all doctrines contrary to God’s Holy Word, 
and committing yourself to be accountable with those serving with you, 
and to the bishop and those who are appointed to supervise your ministry?

I will, with the help of God.
The bishop addresses the candidates:

May God, 
who has given you the will to do these things, 
give you grace to perform them, 
that the work begun in you may be brought to perfection. 

Amen.
Anthem     The Lake Junaluska Singers

PROCLAMATION
Scripture Reading
Sermon     Bishop Taylor
Hymn of Commitment  “Lord, I Need You”  Tomlin

As the hymn is sung, the candidates for commissioning 
move to the stage and face the bishop.

CHARGE TO PERSONS BEING COMMISSIONED
Bishop Taylor says to the congregation:

By affirming the covenant of baptism, 
all members of Christ’s holy church pledge 
to serve as Christ’s representatives in the world.
Christ gave all of us this command: 
“Ask the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his harvest.”
We have asked, and the Lord has answered.
These sisters and brothers know our Savior’s concern for God’s people, 

see the plentiful harvest, 
and are ready to respond generously to the Lord 
in the words of the prophet: “Here I am; send me.”

Urged on by the love of Christ and strengthened by the Holy Spirit, 
they now come to declare in public 
their desire to live out the covenant made at their baptism
by binding themselves to the service of God
under the supervision of the bishop 
and the guidance of ordained colleagues
and by being appointed to share as servant leaders 
in the body of Christ.
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Today we commission them to service
as they continue to prepare for ordained ministry among us.

PRAYER OF COMMISSIONING
The candidates kneel.

The bishop, extending arms over all of the candidates, prays:
God of the apostles and prophets, of the martyrs and teachers, 

you raise up men and women to be apostolic leaders in your church.
By your Holy Spirit 

help these, your servants, 
to understand and live the mystery of your love with boldness and joy.

Deepen their sense of purpose 
as they exercise commissioned ministry. 

Empower them, and those who will walk with them to guide their ministry,
together with all of your people, 
to heal the sick, 
love the outcast, 
resist evil, 
preach the Word, 

 and give themselves freely for your name’s sake.
 Susan Arnold Gary R. Ihfe
 Thomas Isaac Collins James Christopher Ray
 Clayton R. Farmer Matthew S. Robinson
 Rachel E. Witt David Fugatt

The bishop laying both hands upon the shoulders of each candidate prays:
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon Name.
Send him/her now to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ, 
     to announce the reign of God, 
     and to equip the church for ministry, 
     in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Those being commissioned receive their certificates and Bibles. 
All are seated after being commissioned.

*Hymn of Commitment “I’ll Say Yes, Lord”   Cymbala

As the hymn is sung, those to be recognized as associate members move to the stage 
and face the bishop.
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RECOGNITION OF ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
The bishop addresses them: 

After fulfillment of all of the requirements 
and after due examination 
of your call and ministry, 
we now welcome you as associate members of this annual conference.

You have given assurance of your faith and Christian experience.
You have committed yourself 

to uphold faithfully The United Methodist Church 
and to the work of a pastor under appointment of the bishop.

We rejoice that you have been called to serve among us, 
 and pray that God may guide your ministry.
 Russell Young 

As the candidate comes forward, the bishop greets him:
Name, we now recognize you as an associate member 

in the Holston Annual Conference.
The newly recognized associate member receives his certificate and Bible and 
returns to his seat.

EXAMINATION OF DEACONS
The deacon candidates move toward the bishop as directed. 

The bishop examines the deacon candidates:
A deacon 

is called to share in Christ’s ministry of servanthood, 
to relate the life of the community to its service in the world, 
to lead others into Christian discipleship, 
to nurture disciples for witness and service, 

Here a large Bible may be lifted by an assistant.  
to lead in worship, 
to teach and proclaim God’s Word, 
to assist elders and appointed local pastors at Holy Baptism and Holy 
Communion,
Here a towel and basin with pitcher may be lifted by an assistant. 
to interpret to the church the world’s hurts and hopes, 
to serve all people, particularly the poor, the sick, and the oppressed, 
and to lead Christ’s people in ministries of compassion and justice, 
liberation and reconciliation, 
even in the face of hardship and personal sacrifice. 

These are the duties of a deacon.
Do you believe that God has called you 

to the life and work of a deacon?
I do so believe.
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The bishop asks the candidate for ordination as deacon:
Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission 

covenant to participate in the order of deacons?
Will you give yourself to God through the order of deacons 

in order to sustain and build each other up 
in prayer, study, worship, and service?

I will, with the help of God, 
 and with the help of my sisters and brothers in the order of deacons.

LAYING ON OF HANDS AND PAYERS FOR DEACONS
The bishop, facing the ordinand, calls the people to prayer:

As this person is ordained by God and the church 
for the ministry of deacon 
to which we believe they have been called by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray for them.

The people pray for her in silence.
The bishop, with hands extended over the one being ordained, prays:

We thank you, Living God, 
that in your great love 
you sent Jesus Christ 
to take the form of a servant, 
becoming obedient even to death on the cross, 
and now resurrected and exalted in the heavens.

You have taught us, by his word and example, 
that whoever would be great among us must be servant of all.  

Give this servant grace to be faithful to her promises, 
constant in her discipleship, 
and always ready for works of loving service.

Make her modest and humble, gentle and strong, 
rooted and grounded in love.

Give her a share in the ministry of Jesus Christ, 
 who came not to be served but to serve.

The candidate for ordination as deacon and her sponsors and spouse  
move into position, and the deacon candidate is invited to kneel 

before the bishop as directed.
Those who are to join in the laying on of hands will stand with the bishop.  

Family members and friends are invited to stand where they are  
for silent prayer during the laying on of hands for the ordinand.

 L. Brooke Atchley
The bishop lays both hands on the head of the ordinand, praying:

Almighty God, pour upon Name the Holy Spirit
for the office and work of a deacon in Christ’s holy church. 
Amen.
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Immediately the candidate places hands on a Bible as the bishop lays hands 
on the hands of the candidate and says:

Name, take authority as a deacon
to proclaim the Word of God
and to lead God’s people
in ministries of compassion and justice;
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The ordinand receives her stole and certificate and returns to her seat.
Hymn of Dedication “Take My Life and Let it Be” hendon

EXAMINATION OF ELDERS
The elder candidates stand.

The bishop examines the candidates for ordination as elder:
An elder 

is called to share in the ministry of Christ 
and of the whole church: 
to preach and teach the Word of God

Here a large Bible is lifted by an assistant. 
and faithfully administer 
the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion;

Here a paten and chalice are lifted. 
to lead the people of God in worship and prayer; 
to lead persons to faith in Jesus Christ; 
to exercise pastoral supervision, 

order the life of the congregation, 
counsel the troubled, 
and declare the forgiveness of sin; 

to lead the people of God 
in obedience to Christ’s mission in the world; 

to seek justice, peace, and freedom for all people; 
and to take a responsible place in the government of the Church 
and in service in and to the community.
These are the duties of an elder.
Do you believe that God has called you 

to the life and work of an elder?
I do so believe.
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Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission, 
covenant to participate in the order of elders?
Will you give yourself to God through the order of elders 
in order to sustain and build each other up 
in prayer, study, worship, and service?
I will, with the help of God, 
and the help of my sisters and brothers in the order of elders.

THE LAYING ON OF HANDS AND PRAYER FOR ELDERS
The bishop, facing the ordinands, calls the people to prayer:

As these persons are recognized or ordained by God and the church 
for the ministry of elders 
to which we believe they have been called by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray for them.

The people pray for them in silence.
The bishop, with hands extended over those being ordained, prays:

We praise you, eternal God, 
because you have called us to be a priestly people, 
offering to you acceptable worship through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
Apostle and High Priest, Shepherd and Bishop of our souls.

We thank you that, by dying, Christ has overcome death 
and, having ascended into heaven, 
has poured forth gifts abundantly on your people, 
making some apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 
to equip the saints for the work of ministry, 
to build up Christ’s body, 
and to fulfill your gracious purpose in the world.
Give to these your servants the grace and power they need 
to serve you in this ministry.
Make them faithful pastors, patient teachers, and wise counselors.
Enable them to serve without reproach, 

to proclaim the gospel of salvation, 
to administer the sacraments of the new covenant, 
and to offer with all your people 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to you;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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Candidates for ordination as elder and their sponsors and spouses move into 
position, and elder candidates are invited to kneel before the bishop 

one at a time as directed.
Those who are to join in the laying on of hands will stand with the bishop.

Family members and friends are invited to stand where they are for 
silent prayer during the laying on of hands for each ordinand.

 Martha Scott Atkins  Jeremy M. McMillan
 Timothy J. Best  Kevin S. Richardson
 Misti Dawn McCreary Jason T. Stubblefield
The bishop lays both hands on the head of each ordinand, praying:

Almighty God, pour upon Name the Holy Spirit,
for the office and work of an elder in Christ’s holy church. 
Amen.

Immediately the candidate places hands on a Bible as the bishop lays hands on 
the hands of the ordinand and says:

Name, take authority as an elder 
to preach the Word of God, 
to administer the Holy Sacraments 
and to order the life of the Church; 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
The ordinands receive their stoles and certificates and return to their seats.

THE RECOGNITION OF ORDERS
The candidate and spouse and sponsors come forward.

The bishop addresses the elder whose orders are to be recognized.
After due examination 

of your call and ministry in another part of Christ’s holy church, 
we now welcome you to this communion.

You have given assurance of your faith and Christian experience.
You have renewed the vows of your ordination 

and committed yourself to uphold faithfully 
The United Methodist Church.

We rejoice that you have been called to serve among us, 
and pray that God may guide your ministry. 

 Paige Pearson Wimberly
The candidate comes forward. The bishop greets the candidate.

Name, we now recognize you as an elder 
in The United Methodist Church.

The candidate receives her certificate and stole and is seated.
Anthem     The Lake Junaluska Singers  
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Distribution of Appointment Books 
The ushers will provide appointment books for lay and clergy members 

of the Annual Conference.
Question of Clergy Character Reverend Goddard
The Fixing of Appointments  Bishop Taylor, District Superintendents,
 and District Lay Leaders
*A Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition (in unison)  No. 607 

I am no longer my own, but thine. 
Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt. 
Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 
Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee, 
exalted for thee or brought low by thee. 
Let me be full, let me be empty. 
Let me have all things, let me have nothing. 
I freely and heartily yield all things 
to thy pleasure and disposal. 
And now, O glorious and blessed God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
thou are mine, and I am thine. So be it. 
And the covenant which I have made on earth, 

 let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.
*Hymn of Commitment “Lord, I Need You” Tomlin 

*The Dismissal with Blessing  Bishop Taylor
 As Jesus sent the disciples out in the countryside 
  to preach and to heal, 
  so Christ sends us out to speak words of hope 
  and to heal human hurts today. 
 We accept this mission to be God’s people in the world. 
 Go on your way, rejoicing in the presence of God’s Spirit, 

 and in the power of the gospel of love and hope. 
 For yours is the glory, O God, now and forever! Amen. 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 We are sent in the name of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 Amen.
*Hymn of Praise #57 “O For A Thousand Tongues to Sing” azmon
     (Verses 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 2)  
Postlude     Mr. Bryan K. Underwood

*Please stand as you are able.
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Worship Participants:
Mary Virginia Taylor, Resident Bishop, Holston Area,

The United Methodist Church
Richard C. Looney, Retired Bishop, Chattanooga District

Director of Liturgy and Assisting Deacon for Bishop Taylor ~ 
The Reverend Glenna Manning, Concord UMC, Oak Ridge District

Music Leader ~ Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Maryville District
Organist ~ Mr. Bryan K. Underwood, First UMC, Marion, Abingdon District

Musicians ~ The Lake Junaluska Singers, Lake Junaluska, North Carolina
Dr. Melodie Galloway, Director

Thank you:

Stoles: Stoles presented to those being ordained were provided by the 
congregations where they are currently appointed.

Bibles: Bibles presented to those being commissioned were provided  
by their home districts.
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Historic Examination of Full Membership in the Annual Conference

Those being ordained this morning answered the following Historic Questions 
during the Clergy Session on Sunday afternoon of Annual Conference.
 1. Have you faith in Christ?
 2. Are you going on to perfection?
 3. Do you expect to be made perfect in love in this life?
 4. Are you earnestly striving after it?
 5. Are you resolved to devote yourself wholly to God and His work?
 6. Do you know the General Rules of our Church?
 7. Will you keep them?
 8. Have you studied the doctrines of The United Methodist Church?
 9. After full examination, do you believe that our doctrines are in harmony  
  with the Holy Scriptures?
 10. Will you preach and maintain them?
 11. Have you studied our form of Church discipline and polity?
 12. Do you approve our Church government and polity?
 13. Will you support and maintain them?
 14. Will you diligently instruct the children in every place?
 15. Will you visit from house to house?
 16. Will you recommend fasting or abstinence, both by precept and example?
 17. Are you determined to employ all your time in the work of God?
 18. Are you in debt so as to embarrass you in your work?
 19. Will you observe the following directions?

a. Be diligent. Never be unemployed. Never be triflingly employed. 
Never trifle away time; neither spend any more time at any one place 
than is strictly necessary.

b. Be punctual. Do everything exactly at the time. And do not mend our 
rules, but keep them; not for wrath, but for conscience’ sake.

 2012 Book of Discipline, Paragraph 336
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The Service of Commissioning, Recognition, and Ordination
The United Methodist Church

The acts of ordination and commissioning, as well as consecrating and certifying, 
are anchored in the sacrament of baptism and the ministry of the baptized. 
These sign-acts are based on what is already implicit in baptism and rest upon 
the essential ministry given to all Christians in baptism. Within the church 
community, there are persons whose gifts, evidence of God’s grace, and promise 
of future usefulness are affirmed by the community and who respond to God’s 
call by offering themselves as ordained and licensed ministers. 

There are four categories of persons who have responded to God’s call and are  
set apart for ministry.

Recognition of Associate Members – These persons are full-time local pastors 
within the annual conference who are a part of the itinerant ministry of the church 
and are available on a continuing basis for appointment by the bishop. These 
persons must have reached 40 years of age, have served four years as a full-time 
local pastor, must have completed the five-year Course of Study for ordained 
ministry in addition to the studies for license as a local pastor, have declared their 
willingness to accept continuing full-time appointment,  and other requirements 
for licensing and election as an associate member.

Commissioning – This act may be compared with the experiences of the early 
church in Antioch when the Holy Spirit instructed the community to “set apart 
for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” (Acts 13:2) 
The act of commissioning relates persons to the annual conference as provisional 
members. These persons are being sent for service within the annual conference. 
Provisional members may be preparing for ministry as deacons or elders.

Deacons in Full Connection – These persons are ordained for the purpose of 
leading the Church in servanthood in the church and the world and to embody 
the interrelationship between worship in the Church and service to God in the 
world. Deacons are non-itinerant clergy called to ministries of word, service, 
compassion, and justice. They are members of the annual conference in full 
connection and become members of the Order of Deacons. The ministries of the 
deacon are symbolized by the Bible (Word) and the basin and pitcher (service).

Elders in Full Connection – These persons are ordained for ministries of word, 
sacrament, and order. They are itinerant clergy subject to annual appointment by 
the bishop to lead the gathered community in the celebration of the sacraments 
and the guidance and care of the church’s communal life. Elders are members in 
full connection of the annual conference and become members of the Order of 
Elders. The ministries of the elder are symbolized by the Bible (Word), chalice 
and paten (Sacrament), and The Book of Discipline (Order).



Printed on recycled paper.


	Holston Conference--Annual Conference 2016--Worship Book--Cover--5-9-16
	Holston Conference--Annual Conference 2016--Worship Book--Inside--5-24-16
	Holston Conference--Annual Conference 2016--Worship Book--Cover--5-9-16

