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LESS IS MORE 
 

My blank 2017 calendar is already filling up! I have such high hopes of managing my time, my life 
in new ways. No New Years Resolutions for me. I am just trying to resolve to do it a little 
differently. Cheryl Thompson and I spent the last days in the office of 2016 cleaning up. We threw 
away paper, paper, paper. I went through boxes of an old friend who had died this past year. I am 
trying to go through my own files.  
 

I have a hard time parting with somethings which is a little strange for a person who likes to 
backpack. Traveling light is the name of that game. I know some buddies who have drilled holes in 
their toothbrush handles just to get rid of a few ounces. Loren Eisley wrote in one of his essays 
about a tribe in the Kalahari that only existed on the 35 pounds they could carry on their back. Jesus 
told the disciples to start out with no money, no bag for the journey, or two tunics, or sandals or 
even a staff! (By the way, I pretty much ALWAYS take a staff. It keeps me balanced.) I received a 
thank you note from a participant in the Strength for the Journey retreat. It had a card in it with this 
advice—“Never buy a car you can’t push.” In other words, a lighter car.  
 

The trail up Springer Mountain in Georgia to get to the beginning of the Appalachian Trail is 
littered each year with stuff. It is all the equipment of people who start on the journey and quickly 
figure out what is not necessary, not important, not needed. They figure out how to lighten the load.  
 

All of this is to say, I am trying to go into the New Year with a little less. I am not very good at 
letting go or leaving things behind. Dan Moore said that the wildfires in Gatlinburg had helped him 
to reassess what stuff is important. He talked about the cleansing by fire that had occurred in his 
own life. These words have inspired and haunted me.  
 

The Psalmist reminds me in whom to put my trust. I like things that I have had a long time. The 
familiar is a comfort to me. As my surroundings have changed over the years, I have clung to my 
stuff. It comforts me. This year I am working on where true comfort resides.  
 

“I lift up my eyes to the hills— 
 From where will my help come? 
My help comes from the Lord, 
 Who made heaven and earth. “   Psalm 121:1-2 
 

Grace and Peace in a Newer and Lighter Year, 
 

Charles 



Up-Coming Events 
January 
 
16 District Office closed for Martin Luther holiday 
 

17-19 Year End Reports due. Please return then here at the  
  District office of email them to me. 
 

24 Pastors’ meeting in the Event Center-First Floor  at the  
  District office, 217 S. Rankin Road, Alcoa,  
  10:00 a.m. - noon. 
 

24 Pastors’ meeting  in the conference room-Third Floor at  
  the District office, 217 S. Rankin Road, Alcoa,  
  7:00 p.m. 
February 
 
4 District UMW “New Vision” Event at Sevierville, First  
  UMC 
 

13 District Leadership Team meeting, 4:30 p.m. in  
  conference room at the District office. 
 

20-23 Ministers’ Convocation, Pigeon Forge, TN  
 

March 
 

14 Pastors’ meeting in the Event Center-First Floor  at the  
  District office, 217 S. Rankin Road, Alcoa,  
  10:00 a.m. - noon. 
 

14 Pastors’ meeting  in the conference room-Third Floor at  
  the District office, 217 S. Rankin Road, Alcoa,  
  7:00 p.m. 
 

27-31 Appointment Cabinet (Appointment) Making Week 

Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current 
in their giving to the 2016 District Ministries   
           (Thru December 28, 2016 - 100%)   
         (* Denotes 100% of 2016 District Ministries paid) 
* Axley’s Chapel  * Bethel (Loudon) * Binfield  
* Broadway  * Browder Memorial * Buckner Memorial 
* Burnett Memorial  * Camp Ground * Carpenters 
* Cedar Bluff  * Chestua * Eden  
* Eleazar  * Fenders * Forkners  
* Fox  * Friendsville * Gatlinburg 
* Green Meadow  * Immanuel * Logan’s Chapel 
* Loudon  * Luretta * Madisonville, First 
* Maryville, First  * Meadow * Middlesettlements  
* Mountain View  * Murphy’s Chapel * New Hope  
* New Salem  * Oaklands * Peck’s Memorial 
* Philadelphia  * Pigeon Forge * Pleasant Hill (B) 
* Pleasant Hill ®  * Pleasant Hill (S) * Roberts  
* Sevierville, First  * Seymour * Shults Grove 
 St John  * St. Marks * Sweetwater, First 
* Tellico Plains, First  * Tuckaleechee * Union Grove (B) 
*  Union Grove (S)  * Vonore * Walden’s Creek 
* Walland  * Wears Valley * Webb’s Creek 
* Wesley Chapel  * Williamson Chapel 

Convocation 2017 
 
 Leadership Directions from      
Moses, February 20-22, Pigeon Forge, 
TN., you can receive 2.0 CEUs. 
 Our plenary speaker will be Olu 
Brown, lead pastor of Impact Church in 
Atlanta, GA, number 56 on Outreach Mag-
azine’s “fastest growing churches in Amer-
ica.” 
 Our focus this year will be on 
leadership. We are modeling our presenta-
tions on the popular “TED Talks.” TED 
Talks are influential videos from expert 
speakers on education, business, science, 
technology and creativity. Our adapted 
version from Convocation will be LED 
Talks - Leadership, Engagement, and De-
velopment. We have invited CEO’s civic 
leaders, and others who have demonstrated 
great success and outstanding leadership 
qualities to deliver a series of brief talks, 
followed by small group sharing and panel 
discussions. Therefore, there will be no 
need to make workshop choices this year. 
We will all learn together, worship togeth-
er, and grow together! Register now at  
http://www.holston.org/events/2017/
feb/20/convocation-2017/ 
 
 
 

Choir Robes Available 
 
Looking for a loving home for 40 green 
choir robes and stoles.  They are clean and 
in good condition – just need some minor 
repairs on a few.  If you are interested, 
please contact Anne Wilson at First UMC 
in Sweetwater.  423-337-7903 
 
 



Maryville District UMW - Susan Daffron-President    

 
 New Beginnings – that’s what I think of when I think of January.  All the things of 
the previous year are finished and we are starting a brand new year.  As I begin my journey 
as president of the Maryville District United Methodist Women, I look forward to a year of 
new beginnings.  We have an amazing team and have already begun planning for the year.  A 
few ideas for 2017, consist of an updated website, a Facebook page and email distribution of 
The Connecting Link newsletter!   
 
 Our theme for 2017 – 2018 is based on Philippians 4:4-7 and is Rejoice in the Lord 
Always.  The logo design was done by Millie Meese of Cokesbury UMC in the Knoxville 
District.   Millie says about her design, “Philippians 4:4 has always been one of my favorite 
verses, so I selected the butterfly to symbolize the freedom, joy, and transformation of living 
a Christian life.”   
 

 On February 4, 2017, we will gather at Sevierville First United Methodist Church for 
our New Visions Event.  Our speaker will be Denise Hill who is the founding director of 
Branches of Monroe County, Inc., which is an organization that advocates for victims of do-
mestic violence by providing temporary shelter, transitional living, counseling, education and 
vocational training and more.  We will be collecting donations of feminine hygiene products 
and toiletries to support them. 
 
 Also, on February 4, 2017, at our New Visions event, we will collect used eyeglasses 
(prescription glasses or reading glasses) and light weight, close toed shoes (Croc equivalent) 
to send with the upcoming Holston Conference Medical Mission Trip.  Shoes for women 
should be size 5 or 6; for men no larger than size 8; and any size for children.  Monetary do-
nations are also needed to  purchase Bibles and medicine.   
 
 I am so honored to be a United Methodist Woman and look forward to our journey 
together as we Rejoice in the Lord Always.  Come along and see where God will lead us in 
the New Year! 
 

2017 Hands-On Mission Project-    Zimbabwe Holston Annual Conference 
Unlike school supplies, food items have expiration dates. Be sure and check the dates and  make sure they do not 

expire until 2018 in order to cover transport time and  having a useful  life for the people in Zimbabwe.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Maryville District has been asked to put together 400 Food Buckets for the 2017 Holston Annual Conference  
Hand-On Mission Project.  Note:  A $5.00 donation for packing and shipping is to accompany each bucket. Each 
church is ask to bring ONE check for the total donation amount. Make checks out to Maryville District and put 2017 
Hands-On in the memo line.                            * Do not put money in the bucket!* 
 
 

 Canned Ham (one 2-lb size or two 1-lb size) 1 box powdered milk (10oz. or less)   
 1 - 4-5lb. Bag self-rising flour   1 box old-fashioned oats (18 oz. or less)  
 1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less)  1 box Splenda/Sucralose (50 ct. or less)  
 1 - 2lb. Bag rice   1 - 2lb. Bag dried beans 
 1 - 4-5lb. Bag Sugar 
  
Your buckets need to be delivered to Fairview UMC on Wednesday, June 7  10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.  
                   (do not deliver early) 



Sometimes We Expect Too Little 
 
One of the best lessons I learned this year came from a conversation after the Charge 
Conference at Madisonville First UMC. As Pastor Keith Knight wrote in his report: 
 
Our youth mission to St. John's Island in June was designed to help impoverished resi-
dents improve their homes. Our youth focused primarily on one senior lady whose hus-
band, now deceased, had years ago built their small house with his own hands. Our 
youth replaced, and in some places, built floor joists under one or more rooms. And in 
six days virtually rebuilt the entire house. When they left for home...youth and adult lead-
ers said they had been greatly blessed by their efforts - it had not been work at all. 
 
After the Charge Conference, Youth Ministry Directors Vanessa and Jerry Barr shared 
photographs of the trip with Charles Maynard and me. And then they said (and I'm para-
phrasing), "Our youth no longer want simple, easy projects. They want a challenge." 
 
There's a lesson there for us as we bring 2016 to a close and plan for a new year. Too of-
ten we fail to celebrate what we actually accomplish and then turn right around and set 
our goals too low because we really don't believe we can accomplish very much.  

 
Sometimes we expect too little. 
 
I'm taking a lesson from the youth at Madisonville First into the new year. I hope you 
will too. 
 
Larry Martin 
District Lay Leader 

Maryville District Habitat for Humanities Build 
 
 

October 31 began the Maryville District Build. Work teams are needed to work from 8 AM to 

12:30 PM each Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday beginning Saturday, November 19th. Needed 

are eight to twelve people AND lunch for twenty people. Please call or email Sarah Slack at 865-

982-1273 of sslack@1stchurch.org  to sign up for this work. 

Also, to complete our financial commitment, we are needing 

to raise $30,000. Herb Myers, a member at Fairview, has 

given $30,000 and asked the churches of the district to 

match his gift. This is a wonderful challenge and Friends-

ville has responded to this challenge with over $6,000! Oth-

er churches that have contributed are Alcoa, First, Green 

Meadow, Broadway, Maryville, First. Hopefully the church-

es of the district will meet this challenge with generosity.  


