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Morristown District Conference 
Conference Minutes 

Sunday, September 10, 2017, at 3 O’clock 
First UMC Newport 

  

Rev. Tom Ballard, District Superintendent, called the meeting to order.  Following praising the Lord through the 

hymn, “To God Be The Glory,” Rev. James Bennington, host pastor, welcomed everyone and offered prayer.   

At the recommendation of the Discipleship Team, Rev. Sherri Franklin nominated Ms. Linda Schumann as secretary 

for the conference.   The nomination was seconded by Rev. Bill Rimmer and affirmed by the body.  Attendance 

was registered by sign-in sheets at the entrance and exit to the facility and collected by the secretary.  The 

minutes from the 2016 Morristown District Conference were approved by consensus. 

The Conference members were blessed by a medley of hymns, beautifully offered by First UMC Newport Pianist, 

Mr. Jerry Maloy.   

Rev. Maria Grimm, pastor of Mt Zion in Afton and district youth ministries leader, introduced herself and the CCYM 

district team.  She encouraged every church to provide contact information for their youth leaders so that they 

learn about district youth events.  She also announced the youth rally coming up for October 29.   

Ms. Kate Amburn was introduced as the district young adult coordinator.  She pointed out that young adults are 

defined as ages 19-35 and often experience several firsts of life during that time, including first away from home, 

first career jobs, newly marrieds and other life-stage events.   Morristown District young adult ministries will have 

two immediate initiatives; a biannual newsletters for young adult coordinators/teachers and monthly young adult 

devotionals.  Ms. Amburn encouraged people to sign up for these communications at the conference information 

table. 

Rev. Sherri Franklin celebrated the stewardship of Morristown District congregations who have reached Five-Star 

giving and 100% conference tithe in 2016.  Certificates of recognition were made available during the conference.  

Mr. Rob Saunders, District Lay Leader, introduced Mr. Del Holley, Holston Conference Lay Leader, who provided a 

message entitled “Called for a Purpose” based on Luke 10:1-11.   Mr. Holley’s message focused on how God calls 

and deploys servants, both lay and clergy, saying the Christ-like witness of the laity is the primary evangelistic tool 

of The United Methodist Church.  Luke’s story gives us encouragement to use our gifts and graces for the Kingdom 

of God, reminding us that we are all in this together and are most effective working in teams.  

Moving into the “Connecting with our Communities” portion of the agenda, the conference was blessed to hear 

from three church representatives about their ministries developed during the Next Step Ministry Now district 

strategic initiative.  

 Bethel United Methodist Church, Ms. Danyelle Williams told the story about how a challenging start to a fish-fry 

to raise funds resulted in bringing the church together.  Bethel’s ministry calling was to begin a children’s 

Sunday School.   It began with one child, then three, then four and now eight children learn at this new Sunday 

School.   The church is working on transportation to facilitate even greater numbers.   

 Mt. Zion United Methodist Church in Afton, Ms. Reba Salyers recalled the church had been on a four-year 

journey in considering a Celebrate Recovery ministry but was unable to get traction.  About three years ago the 

sheriff began bringing inmates to worship services at Mt. Zion.  After coaching from the Next Step Ministry 

Now, the Lord had worked on a few people who had the idea to do Bible School for inmates’ children.  That 
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idea developed into a school called Camp H.O.P.E. and has also resulted in extended family who are raising four 

children whose parents are incarcerated feeling comfortable enough at Mt. Zion to regularly attend worship.   

 Strawberry Plains United Methodist Church, Ms. Kathy Smith celebrated the move from an internally focused 

church to an externally focused church.  They began with a fall fun day for the children from the impoverished 

school near by and giving school supplies.  The next endeavor is a partnership with another church to extend 

the ministry. 

Rev. Walter Weikel, board member of Camp Bays Mountain, provided a report about this new camp’s progress, 

announcing that Camp Bays Mountain will open a full schedule in 2018. 

Mr. Mike Eastridge, Chair of the Holston Conference Strategy Team, reaffirmed how important our connection is in 

the Holston Conference and how Holston Conference is moving toward a structure that will enhance its capacity, 

resources, and nurturing.   After two years of studying the questions, a comprehensive strategy plan was adopted 

at 2017 Holston Annual Conference.  He spoke briefly about the realignment of districts such that each district is 

equitably resourced for ministries and invited conference attendees to participate in a feedback session 

immediately following district conference. 

Mr. Jon Pursley opened the election for the 2018 district at-large members to annual conference by calling for an 

affirmation of the 20 nominees put forth for the 24 Morristown District positions.  All nominees were confirmed 

as presented.  Nominees to complete the slate of 24 were called for from the floor with four additional 

nominations affirmed:  Ron Jacobs from Del Rio Circuit; Darwin Bible, Marilyn Dyer, and Darlene Chapman from 

New Market Circuit.  Mr. Pursley invited other nominations to be made through district office in the coming 

weeks. 

Mr. Greg Morelock, Assistant Lay Leader for the district, presented the 2018 district budget recommendation from 

the Discipleship Team.  This recommendation contained expenditures equal to the 2017 budget.  A question was 

posed regarding impact of district boundary refinement on budget and answered that in 2018 it is expected budget 

and elected leadership would continue as approved during this meeting, but living into the nine-district model 

would require 2018 to be a year of transition.  The body voted to approve the 2018 budget as presented.  

Rev. Darrell Chambers presented the district leadership nominations, explaining that new nominations are listed in 

bold on the distributed sheet.   All were affirmed by the body.  

Rev. Tom Stanton presented the housing allowance resolution for the district superintendent.  The resolution was 

approved by acclamation. 

Mr. John Allen, Chair of the Discipleship Team, called attention to the District Conference Resolution which states 

that the Discipleship Team be empowered to care for such business matters that are not completed or have been 

omitted during this session of the District Conference or business needing action between sessions of the District 

Conference. The resolution was adopted without change.   

Rev. Ballard announced an offering opportunity designated for Jubilee Project.  He also explained that all reports 

may be downloaded from the district website and reminded folks to register their attendance.  After expressing 

appreciation for the teamwork within the district and for living into who God calls us to be, Rev. Ballard dismissed 

the conference with a benediction.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Linda West Schumann  


