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In conversations I’ve had over the past couple of weeks it’s been apparent that summer break is 
quickly coming to a conclusion and fall programming in local churches is gearing up.  By the time 
this newsletter is released all school systems in Blount County have resumed and schools in 
surrounding counties will begin later this month.  We all better hang on tight because things will 
move rapidly between now and Christmas. 
 
To add to the already busy schedule in local churches, charge conference season is soon upon us as 
well as district conference.  This year’s district conference will be a little different from years past.  
We are almost complete with transitioning from twelve to nine districts.  With the election of our 
2019 district leaders and closing out of district budgets at year end we officially say goodbye to the 
Maryville District and begin operating fully as the Smoky Mountain District. 
 
While the final transition brings a little sadness it also brings a time of accomplishment and 
celebration.  This year’s district conference will be a little different in that it will also include a time 
for us to celebrate being a part of the new Smoky Mountain District.  We will gather on September 
9th in the sanctuary of Mountain View United Methodist starting with our business session at 3:00.  
At the conclusion of the conference we will move to the gym for a time of fellowship, meet and 
greet, and ICE CREAM!  You are invited to enter an entry into our homemade ice cream contest 
where we will vote on the best district ice cream.  We are asking for a $10 entry and $1 per vote.  All 
proceeds will go towards the purchase of a new golf cart for Camp Wesley Woods. 
 
Throughout this past year I have often been reminded of the words from Ecclesiastes 3 where we 
learn, “For everything there is a season, a time for every activity under heaven.”  Friends, we move 
into a new season just as we have done in seasons of past and lean on our faith and trust in God, the 
author of all seasons.  I hope you will make plans to join us on September 9th as we worship and 
offer our praise and glory to God for this new season, the Smoky Mountain District. 
 
I give thanks to God for each of you! 
 
Grace & Peace, 
 

Jason 



Up-Coming Events 
 
 
 
 

August 
 
2 District Leadership Team meeting in the Large Conference 
  room at the District office at 3:00 p.m. 
 
7 District Finance Team meeting in the Large Conference room at 
  the District office at 7:00 p.m. 
 
14 Pastors’ Summer Picnic at Wears Valley UMC. Start gathering 
  at 6 p.m. and eat at 6:30 p.m. We need to welcome our 
  new pastors to the District at this time. 
 
 

September 
 
3 District Office closed for Labor Day 
 
9 District Conference at Mountain View, 3200 Maryville Pike, 
  Knoxville, TN 37920, 3:00 p.m. followed by our   
  Celebration for Smoky Mountain District 
 
11 Pastors’ Meeting in the Event Center at the District office  
  starting at 10:00 a.m. 
 
20 Ministers Retirees Fall Picnic at Maryville, First UMC  
  starting at noon (indoor picnic). 
 
20-21 Holston Conference Administrative Professionals Conference  
  in Pigeon Forge,    

Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current 
in their giving to the 2018 District Ministries   
           (Thru July 26, 2018—58.31%)   
         (* Denotes 100% of 2018 District Ministries paid) 
 

Alcoa, First  * Axley’s Chapel * Bethel (L)  
* Bethel (Seymour)  Binfield Broadway  
* Burnett Memorial  * Camp Ground * Cedar Bluff  
* Eden  * Eleazer Fairview  
* Fenders  * Forkners Chapel * Fox  
* Friendsville  * Gatlinburg, First * Green Meadow 
* Immanuel  * Logan’s Chapel Loudon  
Luretta  Madisonville, First Maryville, First  
* Meadow  * Middle Creek * Middlesettlements 
* Mountain View  * Murphy’s Chapel * New Hope  
* New Salem  Oakland Peck’s Memorial  
* Philadelphia  Pigeon Forge, First * Pleasant Hill (B) 
* Pleasant Hill  (R)  * Pleasant Hill (S) * Roberts  
Seymour  * Shults Grove * St. John  
St. Mark’s  Sweetwater, First * Tellico Plains, First 
Tuckaleechee  * Union Grove (B) * Union Grove (S)  
* Vonore  * Walden’s Creek * Walland   
* Webb’s Creek  * Wesley Chapel * Williamson Chapel 

Camp in the Community 

At Trinity UMC 
 

Please click on this link to find out about the 

Camp in the Community that was held at 

Trinity UMC, Lenoir City. 

http://www.news-herald.net/news/

trinity-brings-camp-to-the-city/

article_f437e455-b5dd-53f8-a214-

873ac736995e.html  

 
 

Pastors-CEU Update 
 
 

Pastors, below is the link for the latest  

Continuing Education Update News: 

https://app.robly.com/archive?

id=94e23c9f93edf5eeef2d5c762aa71bfe  

 

 

Smoky Mountain Ministers 
 
 

Just a note of thanks to Betty Furches, 
Charles Maynard, David Lord, Susan 
Groseclose and Charles Wender for dues 
paid at this time. 
Blessings  
Ken 

You may send dues to: 
 Ken Tucker 
3357 Line Springs Rd. 
Sevierville, Tennessee 37862 

Save The Date 

Sunday, September 9, 2018 

District Annual Conference 
at 

Mountain View UMC 
 

Starting at 3:00 p.m. 

Followed by  

Celebration for  

Smoky Mountain District 

http://www.news-herald.net/news/trinity-brings-camp-to-the-city/article_f437e455-b5dd-53f8-a214-873ac736995e.html
http://www.news-herald.net/news/trinity-brings-camp-to-the-city/article_f437e455-b5dd-53f8-a214-873ac736995e.html
http://www.news-herald.net/news/trinity-brings-camp-to-the-city/article_f437e455-b5dd-53f8-a214-873ac736995e.html
http://www.news-herald.net/news/trinity-brings-camp-to-the-city/article_f437e455-b5dd-53f8-a214-873ac736995e.html
https://app.robly.com/archive?id=94e23c9f93edf5eeef2d5c762aa71bfe
https://app.robly.com/archive?id=94e23c9f93edf5eeef2d5c762aa71bfe


Smoky Mountain District UMW - Susan Daffron-President    
 

I first read What About Our Money?  A Faith Response by Susan K. Taylor back in February.  This was one 
of our Mission u studies this year.  I have ever since wrestled with its content and what it has to do with me.  I 
actually got to meet the author at Mission u training in Nashville a few months ago.  She’s a down to earth 
kind of woman, just like any of us United Methodist Women; matter of fact I really thought what a wonderful 
addition to UMW she would make.  You see this all started with Pharaoh.  Susan Taylor quotes theologian 
Walter Brueggemann, “Pharaoh introduces the principle of scarcity into the world economy when he dreams 
of a famine.  Frightened, Pharaoh gets organized to administer, control and monopolize the food supply…for 
the first time in the Bible, someone says, ‘there’s not enough.  Let’s get everything.’”  We hear that every day 
in television commercials, whether it’s the new car, the new pair of shoes, the latest cell phone or the new and 
improved cleaning products, we are left with the overwhelming sense that we don’t have enough, we need 
more.  God’s economy is built on sufficiency and love.  Susan Taylor says, “We aren’t valued by how much 
we earn and do; we aren’t even valued by how good we are.  Everything is a gift, given in grace, and both the 
gift and grace are utterly sufficient to meet everyone’s needs.” Well, if God provides enough, why is there so 
many in our world today who truly do not have enough?  According to Susan Taylor, fear, greed and power 
are all factors in the insufficiency that exists today.  I’ve stopped to take a close look at how I spend my mon-
ey; what do I truly need or what do I just want; how do I share the gifts that God has given me with others.  
Since this topic is much larger than anything I can solve myself, I’ve been troubled about what I can do to 
change the world.  Finally, I have come to realize that I may not be able to change the world, but what I do in 
my world can make a difference to someone and may help others to see the importance of giving, sharing, 
caring, loving others.  Maybe all God wants any of us to do is to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
 
The Holston Conference Mission u was held at Central UMC in Lenoir City on July 20 and 21, 2018.  The 
Maryville District had 17 who attended of which 4 were first timers.  Next year’s Mission u will be held on 
July 18 – 20, 2019, at Pleasant Hill UMC in Abingdon, VA.  The Holston Conference Social Action Event 
will be held on August 11, 2018, at Keith Memorial UMC in Athens, TN.  John and Mary Copeland who are 
surviving parents will speak on the topic of teen suicide.  The Maryville District Social Action Event will be 
held on August 25, 2018, at Pecks Memorial UMC.  The topic will be Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome.  We 
will also learn more about Chrysalis from Debbie Pope.  What opportunities we have as United Methodist 
Women to expand our knowledge and understanding. 
 
Eight women shared their God given gifts and what would become United Methodist Women was born.  For 
nearly 150 years we have joined with our sisters to share our resources and our talents with those who live on 
the margins of society all over the world.  I am very proud to be a part of 800,000 women who have followed 
so closely to John Wesley to “to give all you can.”  I Rejoice in the Lord Always for each of you who so 
generously give to improve the lives of women, children and youth! 

2019 Hands-On Mission Project-    Zimbabwe Holston Annual Conference 
 

Unlike school supplies, food items have expiration dates. Be sure and check the dates and make sure they do not  
expire until 2020 in order to cover transport time and  having a useful  life for the people in Zimbabwe.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Smoky Mountain District has been asked to put together 400 Food Buckets for the 2019 Holston Annual 
Conference Hand-On Mission Project.  Note:  A $5.00 donation for packing and shipping is to accompany each  
bucket. Each church is ask to bring ONE check for the total donation amount. Make checks out to Smoky 
Mountain District and put 2019 Hands-On in the memo line.                 * Do not put money in the bucket! 
 
 

 Canned Ham (2-lb total)   1 bag dried beans (2lb)   
 1 box Splenda/Sucralose (50 ct. or less)  1 Bag Rice (2 lb) 
 1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less)  1 box, butter flavor grits 
 1 box quick/instant oats (18 oz. or less)  1 Corn meal (4-5 lb) 
 1 box powdered milk (10oz. or less)    
  
Your buckets need to be delivered to Fairview UMC, 2508 Old Niles Ferry Road, 
Maryville, TN 37803: Wednesday, June 5, 2019, 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.         
                                    (do not deliver early) 



 

Praying “A Way Forward” 

Each and every day please remember 

to 

Pause and Pray for your 

Holston Delegation Between 

2:23-2:26 a.m. or p.m. 

(February 23-26 / Dates of  

Special Session  

Of The General Conference) 
Save the Date! 

 

Thursday, September 20, at noon is the  

Retiree’s Annual  Picnic at  Maryville, First 

UMC. This year it will be an indoor picnic. 
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Come Join Us On Sunday,  

September 9, 2018, 3:00 p.m. at 

Mountain View UMC, after our 

District Conference and Find 

Out Which Church Will Win 

Your Entry Donation is only $10.00 

Taste for Free - Vote With Your Dollars 

Call 865-982-1427 to register 

All Proceeds will go to Camp Wesley Woods  

For a Golf Cart 

Let’s Not Forget to Bring 

Your Great  
“Home Made” Cookies 

 to go along with our  
Ice Cream 

 

Everyone Loves  
Ice Cream and Cookies !!!! 
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