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Six Years of God’s Grace 
 

Six years have passed quickly. I have seen God at work through God’s Church in many wonderful 
and amazing ways. I have seen God at work in worship in sixty-four congregations in three 
languages—Spanish, Arabic, and English. God worked in over 8,000 mission buckets to Zimbabwe, 
in over 270 Charge Conferences, in saving thousands of lives through Imagine No Malaria, in 
mission trips to Latvia, Zimbabwe, Honduras, Costa Rica, Haiti, and other places. The list of what 
God has done through the Maryville District is long and great. I have been honored to work 
alongside so many dedicated clergy who lead in Kingdom work. Lay church members have worked 
hard to make God’s vision a reality in their local churches, in their communities.  
 
I am grateful for the opportunity to work with so many of Jesus’s people. It has been a humbling 
and deeply spiritual experience. I am grateful for the ways in which people in the churches of the 
Maryville District have opened themselves to God’s Spirit and to their neighbors—God’s own 
children.  
 
I do want to single out one friend and co-worker who made these six years a pleasure. Cheryl 
Thompson, our Maryville District Administrative Assistant, works so hard as a disciple of Jesus. 
She helped me and all of us to better serve God through the church. Her attention to detail truly 
makes the Maryville District, the Holston Conference, the United Methodist Church to be a vital 
part of God’s Kingdom. 
 
I am grateful for Jason Gattis who will serve this district next. I know that you will welcome Jason, 
Amy, Bradley, Mary, and Nick in this new appointment. I go to my own new appointment in 
anticipation of experiencing God’s grace anew in another setting with other faithful disciples of 
Jesus. 
 
Thank you for your own steadfast faithfulness which has taught me so much.  
 
Blessings on you all, dear friends. 

Charles 



Up-Coming Events 
 

June 
 

4 Reception for Charles Maynard will be held in Wesley Hall at 
  Maryville, First UMC, 804 Montvale Station Road, 
  Maryville, 3-5 p.m. 
 

7 Mission Buckets for Annual Conference received at Fairview 
  UMC, 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
 

11-14 Annual Conference at Lake Junaluska, NC 
 

21 Moving Day for Transitioning Pastors 
 

25 Welcome Reception for Jason Gattis (new District  
  Superintendent) at Broadway UMC, 309 E. Broadway, 
  Maryville, 3-5 p.m. 
 

27 District Committee on Ministry meeting at Maryville, First 
  UMC, starting at1:00 p.m.  
 

July 
 

4 District office closed for 4th of July holiday 
 

August  
 

7 District Superintendency Committee meeting at noon in the  
  conference room at the District office. 
 

7 District Leadership Team meeting at 4:30 p.m. in the conference 
  room at the District office. 
 

8 District Finance Committee meeting at 7:00 p.m. in the  
  conference room at the District office. 
 

10 Pastor Summer Picnic at Wears Valley UMC start gathering at  
  6 p.m. eat at 6:30 p.m. 
 

14 District Nomination Committee meeting at 7:00 p.m. in the  
  conference room at the District office. 

Special Thanks to the following Congregations who are current 
in their giving to the 2017 District Ministries   
           (Thru May 30, 2017—41.65%)   
         (* Denotes 100% of 2017 District Ministries paid) 
 
Alcoa, First  * Axley’s Chapel * Bethel (L) 
* Binfield  Broadway * Browder Memorial-
Buckner Memorial  * Burnett Memorial Carpenters   
* Cedar Bluff  * Chestua * Eden   
* Eleazar  Fairview * Fenders   
* Forkners  * Fox Friendsville 
Green Meadow  Immanuel Loudon 
Luretta  Madisonville, First Maryville, First 
* Meadow  * Mountain View * New Hope  
* New Salem  Oakland Peck’s Memorial 
Pigeon Forge, First  Pleasant Hill (B) * Pleasant Hill (R)  
* Pleasant Hill (S)  * Roberts Sevierville, First 
Seymour  * Shults Grove St John   
St Marks  Sweetwater, First * Tellico Plains, First 
Tuckaleechee  * Union Grove (B) * Union Grove (S)  
* Vonore  * Walden’s Creek Walland   
* Webbs Creek  * Wesley Chapel * Williamson Chapel 

Registration for Summer Camp 
at Wesley Woods 
 

Summer Camp 2017 begins 
on June 5th. This year’s 
theme is No Greater Love 
and we have some wonderful new program-
ming options. Campers can register online 
or by phone. For more information, visit our 
website or call our office at (865) 448-2246.  
 

 

Pastors-CEU Update 
 

Pastors below is the link for the latest Con-
tinuing Education Update News  
 
https://app.robly.com/archive?
id=25a2af3c72c5e9a61103e7a6674389bb  
 
 
Reception for Charles Maynard 
 

 Don’t miss the reception for Charles 
Maynard being held at Maryville First 
UMC, 804 Montvale Station Road, 3-5 p.m, 
on June 4, 2017. Charles is being appointed 
to a church this year and we want you to 
have a chance to say goodbye to him and 
Janice for all the wonderful things they have 
done for the Maryville District in the last six 
year. 
 
 

Welcome Reception  
 

 Please put on your calendar the wel-
come reception for our new District Super-
intendent, Jason Gattis being held on June 
25, at Broadway UMC, 3-5 p.m. 
 
 

Part-Time Worship Leader 
Needed 
 
St John UMC is seeking part-time worship 
leader.  This position includes leading 
band/choir rehearsals, assist in planning 
worship and promoting the music program.  
Experience in leading worship and the abil-
ity to play a guitar or keyboard is a plus.  
 
Send resume and inquiries to St John UMC  
2201 E Broadway Maryville TN  37804 or 
email office@stjohnchurch.biz 
 

https://app.robly.com/archive?id=25a2af3c72c5e9a61103e7a6674389bb
https://app.robly.com/archive?id=25a2af3c72c5e9a61103e7a6674389bb


Maryville District UMW - Susan Daffron-President    

 

 Change – just hearing the word sometimes makes us tense up.  There were 41 
Maryville District United Methodist Women who gathered on May 19 – 21, 2017, at Lake Ju-
naluska for our last Spiritual Enrichment Experience, SEE, held at the Lake.  I cherish the 
memories and have thoroughly enjoyed every time I have had the opportunity to visit Lake 
Junaluska, but this time it was even more special.  I wanted to hang onto every moment.  I 
made pictures of the roses and other flowers, walked around the lake twice and put into my 
memory the smells and sounds of that beautiful place.  The music was especially meaningful 
as Loretta Bowers and Bryan Underwood shared their God-given musical talent with us.   
 

 Reverend Grace Hackney from the North Carolina Conference brought new meaning 
to me of our logo, Rejoice in the Lord Always.  She shared about making a difference in 

whatever opportunity comes our way.  Isn’t that what being a United Methodist Women is all 
about?  Rev. Hackney taught us a new word, menahu, a Hebrew word meaning all is right with 
the world.  In today’s world we might think that word is absent.  With all the things that are 

wrong in the world, we might think, is there anything right?  Psalm 4:4-5 states:  when you are 
disturbed, do not sin; ponder it on your beds, and be silent.  Offer right sacrifices, and put 
your trust in the Lord.  When we trust, we will experience menahu.  Being a United Method-

ist Woman gives us opportunities to change the lives of women, children and youth around the 
world giving them a chance to experience menahu in their own lives.  Now that gives us hope 
and certainly is a reason to Rejoice in the Lord Always.  Let us go out into the world, seize 

opportunities to change the things that are wrong and share menahu to those who have never 
experienced it. 

2017 Hands-On Mission Project-    Zimbabwe Holston Annual Conference 
Unlike school supplies, food items have expiration dates. Be sure and check the dates and  make sure they do not 

expire until 2018 in order to cover transport time and  having a useful  life for the people in Zimbabwe.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Maryville District has been asked to put together 400 Food Buckets for the 2017 Holston Annual Conference  
Hand-On Mission Project.  Note:  A $5.00 donation for packing and shipping is to accompany each bucket. Each 
church is ask to bring ONE check for the total donation amount. Make checks out to Maryville District and put 2017 
Hands-On in the memo line.                            * Do not put money in the bucket!* 
 
 

 Canned Ham (one 2-lb size or two 1-lb size) 1 box powdered milk (10oz. or less)   
 1 - 4-5lb. Bag self-rising flour   1 box old-fashioned oats (18 oz. or less)  
 1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less)  1 box Splenda/Sucralose (50 ct. or less)  
 1 - 2lb. Bag rice   1 - 2lb. Bag dried beans 
 1 - 4-5lb. Bag Sugar 
  
Your buckets need to be delivered to Fairview UMC on Wednesday, June 7  10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.  
                   (do not deliver early) 

 

Here is the link for downloading the Book of Reports for 
Annual Conference:  http://BOR.Holston.org  

http://BOR.Holston.org


Sevier County Wildfire Response Update 
 

 Thank you for the hard work of the Maryville District toward Framing Day! All of the volunteers 

that signed up to help on the 29th with Community Build Day, First Pigeon Forge for providing lunch for 

the day, and everyone that helped make this possible. Special thanks to our teams from Alcoa First, 

Broadway, Maryville First, Sycamore Tree, Seymour, Fairview, and Wears Valley for sending prep 

teams.  
 

 Several churches and individuals have donated to our rebuild effort, but we still have a ways to 

go. Each set of walls (25 homes) costs $5,500. Through monies already collected, the Holston Confer-

ence has agreed to match gifts toward this cause. If you would like to donate, gifts can be sent to the Dis-

trict Office marked Wildfire Response New Build. 
 

 If you have a team that would like to help with the building of the homes, Appalachia Service 

Project will shortly be scheduling teams. Contact ASP at (423) 854-8800 to get on the list. If your church 

is interested in HOSTING summer build teams or other ways to help with this Response Effort, please 

contact Mollianne Hubbs at (865) 268-9453. 

Holston Conference of the United Methodist Church Foundation, Inc. 
 
Throughout the years churches in the Holston Conference have frequently placed their funds in CDs for a variety 
of reasons. Many cite the surety of interest rates that are guaranteed at a fixed rate by the bank.  
 
While this may be a valid reason consider the trade-off. According to Bankrate.com the national average CD rate 
for a one-year CD in 2016 was .32%. With inflation at 1.30% the real rate of return was -.98%.  
   

There is an alternative! 
 
The Holston Conference of the United Methodist Church Foundation offers 
United Methodist churches and institutions related to Christian mission and 
ministry in the Holston Conference professional money management and in-
vestment services. Investment options include a variety of funds that may be 
mixed or matched based on the purpose, time-frame, and needs of each individual.          
 
For more information on how your church can open an account-either short-term or long-term, please click here 
to send an email or call 865-690-8124.  To view last quarter’s returns click here. 
 

We want to be your trusted partner in ministry. 
Roger Redding & Paul Bowman 

7.98% 
Balanced Growth Funds 

2016 Returns 

UMVIM Team Leader Training - November 4, 2017 - http://holston.org/ministries/missions/
umvim-2017-training/  
 

Trinity Outreach Center Fellowship Hall 
320 Robertsville Rd., Oak Ridge, TN 37830 
Please bring a sack lunch. 
This course will provide you with the tools you need to confidently lead a mission team from your church congregation 
on a successful mission trip either within the USA or throughout the world. 
The cost of the course is $26, which covers the cost of the Team Leader Handbook that you will receive at the training. 
Please pre-register so that sufficient materials will be available. 
For questions regarding the event, please contact the following: 
Maxine or Bob Schultz, (865) 719-4304 or (865) 719-3230 
For questions regarding registration, please contact Charlotte Riggins, charlotteriggins@holston.org, (865) 690-4080 

mailto:paulbowman@holston.org
mailto:paulbowman@holston.org
http://holston.org/media/about/resource/March_2017.pdf
http://holston.org/ministries/missions/umvim-2017-training/
http://holston.org/ministries/missions/umvim-2017-training/
mailto:karenwright@holston.org,

