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Being a finance major and former banker the subject of personal finance, budgeting, and money has 
always been a topic close to heart.  The Lewis Center for Church Leadership has insightful information 
beneficial to clergy and lay leaders.  I recently read an article on the subject of finances that I thought 
worthy to share.  The following is a excerpt written by Dr. David McAllister-Wilson, President of Wesley 
Theological Seminary.  Enjoy! 
 
It has been said that we cannot effectively lead others where we ourselves have not gone first. 
Acquiring basic financial literacy skills lays a foundation for the work of church budgeting and 
financial management. As one seminary student put it, “If I can keep a budget, then I can instruct 
the church to keep a budget.” Clergy who have healthy personal finances are better equipped to 
institute healthy financial practices in the congregations they lead. 
Yet many clergy feel awkward in those moments and find it difficult to lead in this realm. Often, it 
is because we haven’t had these conversations within our own families and have not acquired the 
skills and habits of sound personal finance. Some of us are burdened by the residual impact of the 
cost of professional education or other debts. 
If we do not have basic financial and economic literacy, we aren’t credible when talking about 
God’s economy. We should feel as sure-footed walking into a member’s business as we do walking 
into their hospital room. We should have something to offer to the many in our congregations who 
live in quiet financial desperation. And, we should be prepared to talk both about the burdens of 
poverty and the causes of it. 
Wesley is engaged in a major study of clergy financial sustainability, and we are finding that 
entering seminarians and current clergy have low levels of knowledge and confidence about the 
management of their own finances. 
But here’s the good news. We are also finding that this is an area where we can see great 
improvement in a short period of time. And with that growth in competence can come reduction in 
anxiety and a sense of personal liberation and empowerment as leaders. 
Wesley Theological Seminary has developed a set of free resources (available at 
churchleadership.com/clergyfinances) to help clergy master the attitudes and aptitudes essential to 
sound personal stewardship. This initiative is part of a broader effort to stem the tide of student 
debt that encumbers the ministry of so many seminary graduates while also enhancing our ongoing 
efforts to equip seminary students, practicing pastors, and congregational leaders in the basics of 
personal and congregational stewardship. 
While the church faces many critical challenges today, none can be adequately addressed unless we 
effectively steward the financial resources God has entrusted to us. The credibility of our witness is 
at stake in how we embody this foundational element of faithful living. 
 

Jason 

https://www.churchleadership.com/clergyfinances


Up-Coming Events 
 
 
February 
 
10-11 RezKids at the ConneXion, Sevierville, TN 
 

10 UMW Leadership training at Peck’s Memorial UMC 11:30 a.m. 
 

13 DCOM meeting at Maryville, First UMC, starting at 1:00 p.m., 
  interviewing the Local Pastors 
 

19-21 Ministers’ Convocation, Pigeon Forge, TN 
 
March 
 
6 Pastors’ meeting at 10:00 a.m., in the Event Center at the  
  District office 
 

12-16 Appointment Cabinet (Appointment Making Week) 
 

25-31 Holy Week 
 

29-30 District office closed 
 
 

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! to all the  

Congregations who paid 100% of their  

2017 District Askings  
 

* Alcoa, First  * Axley’s Chapel * Bethel (L)  
* Bethel (Seymour)  * Binfield * Broadway  
* Browder Memorial  * Burnett Memorial * Camp Ground 
* Carpenters  * Cedar Bluff * Chestua  
* Eden  * Eleazar * Fairview  
* Fenders  * Forkners * Fox  
* Friendsville  * Gatlinburg * Immanuel 
* Ironsburg  * Logan’s Chapel * Loudon  
* Luretta  * Madisonville, First * Maryville, First  
* Meadow  * Middle Creek * Middlesettlements 
* Mountain View  * Murphy’s Chapel * New Hope  
* New Salem  * Oakland * Peck’s Memorial  
* Philadelphia  * Pigeon Forge, First * Pleasant Hill (B)  
* Pleasant Hill (R)  * Pleasant Hill (S) * Roberts  
* Sevierville, First  * Seymour * Shults Grove  
* St John  * St Marks * Sweetwater, First  
* Sycamore Tree  * Tellico Plains, First * Tuckaleechee  
* Union Grove (B)  * Union Grove (S) * Vonore   
* Walden’s Creek  * Walland * Wears Valley 
* Webbs Creek  * Wesley Chapel * Williamson Chapel 

Pastors-CEU Update 
 

Pastors, below is the link for the latest Con-
tinuing Education Update News  
 https://app.robly.com/archive?
id=1f4ee147f8d92c093d507613fdc4f04c  
 
 

Jubilation 2018 
 
This is the link http://
holston.org/events/2018/

apr/30/jubilation-2018/ that 
will give you the infor-
mation concerning reg-
istration for Jubilation 2018, April 30-
May 2, in Pigeon Forge.  
 
 

Annual Conference 2018 
 
Annual Conference 2018 mailing is going to 
be delayed for a couple of weeks with the 
change in District information having to be 
entered into our database a little different 
this year. Lake Junaluska is also in the pro-
cess of updating their reservation sys-
tem.  This will delay the notification of 
those who will be offered Lake Junaluska 
managed property housing.  With all these 
changes we decided to delay the opening of 
the reservation lottery until February 1 – 
28th.  Lake Junaluska is on target to notify 
all those chosen for housing on or before 
March 14, 2018.  We will have a 
AC.Holston.org again this year, but at this 
time that is not up and running, but should 
be up before the 15th of January the project-
ed date of the mailing of AC 2018 infor-
mation.    
 
 

https://app.robly.com/archive?id=1f4ee147f8d92c093d507613fdc4f04c
https://app.robly.com/archive?id=1f4ee147f8d92c093d507613fdc4f04c
http://holston.org/events/2018/apr/30/jubilation-2018/
http://holston.org/events/2018/apr/30/jubilation-2018/
http://holston.org/events/2018/apr/30/jubilation-2018/


Smoky Mountain District UMW - Susan Daffron-President    
 
 If you look closely in most neighborhoods, you can still see signs of Christmas, a few lights left on the roof-
top, a discarded Christmas tree or a wreath on the door.  As Christmas becomes a distant memory, we hardly catch 
our breath and it is Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent.  We glance at the empty cradle and turn to the empty 
tomb.  In our busy lives it’s hard to stop long enough to experience it.  Lent is sometimes the time when we give up 
something.  This year I challenge you to look deep within and see if in the giving up there might be an opportunity 
to simply give.  For example, dine at home for a meal and give the cost of the meal you would have spent eating out 
to worthy cause.  There are many ways to share the blessings we have been given.  One of the best examples I can 
think of is United Methodist Women.  Our members share their blessings through Pledges to Mission Giving.  
Those pledges when combined with 800,000 other pledges around the world make a huge difference in the lives of 
women, children and youth who live on the margins of society.  We make the difference! 
 
 On January 6, 2018, the Maryville District Leadership Team met at Carpenters UMC for our annual plan-
ning meeting.  We have some exiting things planned for 2018 and I hope you will make every effort to attend them.  
This will be a transition year for the Maryville District as we align with the Conference and become the Smoky 
Mountain District in January 2019.  We have formed a committee on the Leadership Team to help us with this  
transition.  As with any change, there will be challenges as well as opportunities.  I will relay information to the unit 
presidents as I receive it.  But if you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 
 
 Our New Visions was held on January 27, 2018, at Wears Valley UMC.  Rebekah Fetzer, Executive Direc-
tor of Susannah’s House shared with us about the amazing work that they are doing with their alcohol and drug 
treatment program for mothers in recovery and their children.  The Maryville District has been very involved in this 
ministry donating baby items, sanitary supplies for the moms and monetary donations.  Together we make the dif-
ference! 
 
 Presidents and treasurers training will be held on February 10, 2018, at 1 p.m. at Peck’s UMC.  All unit 
presidents of the Maryville District are invited to attend as well as any unit presidents who will be in the new 
Smoky Mountain District.  The training should be complete by 3 p.m.   
 
 As we begin 2018, I wonder what all the United Methodist Women will do this year.  In a few short months 
I will reflect back over the year in amazement as I remember all that we did.  Each one of us make a difference in 
this world and I Rejoice in the Lord Always for each of the Maryville United Methodist Women! 

2018 Hands-On Mission Project-    Zimbabwe Holston Annual Conference 
 

Unlike school supplies, food items have expiration dates. Be sure and check the dates and make sure they do not  
expire until 2019 in order to cover transport time and  having a useful  life for the people in Zimbabwe.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Smoky Mountain District has been asked to put together 400 Food Buckets for the 2018 Holston Annual 
Conference Hand-On Mission Project.  Note:  A $5.00 donation for packing and shipping is to accompany each  
bucket. Each church is ask to bring ONE check for the total donation amount. Make checks out to Smoky 
Mountain District and put 2018 Hands-On in the memo line.                 * Do not put money in the bucket! 
 
 

 Canned Ham (2-lb total)   1 box powdered milk (10oz. or less)   
 1 - 4-5lb. Bag self-rising flour   1 box old-fashioned oats (18 oz. or less)  
 1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less)  1 box Splenda/Sucralose (50 ct. or less)  
 1 - 2lb. Bag rice   1 - 2lb. Bag dried beans 
 1 - 4-5lb. Bag Sugar 
  
Your buckets need to be delivered to Fairview UMC:  
Wednesday, June 6 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.           (do not deliver early) 



 

Rolling into 2018 
  

For over 35 years the Holston Conference Foundation has served individuals, churches and institutions throughout the Hol-
ston Conference. From Rising Fawn, GA to Radford, VA the Foundation has provided investment services, philanthropic 
consultation and grants impacting lives through ministry. We proudly serve alongside pastors and lay in completing the 
work God has set before them. 
  
We are pleased to report that the 2017 numbers are in. As you might already know the mar-
ket experienced solid growth and the Foundation’s investment returns reflect it — Balanced 
Growth Fund, 14.48%; Intermediate Income Fund, 3.05%; Equity Fund, 21.26%; and 
Short-Term Income Fund, .91%. For churches and ministries with endowments, a year 
like 2017 speak to the wisdom and benefit of using the three-year market value average and 
a 4% distribution rate (What we call the Rolling Three-Year Average). 
 
To illustrate the Rolling Three-Year Average, click on this link to see an example of what a 
$100,000 fund invested in the Foundation’s Balanced Growth Fund in 1992 would have 
performed with real numbers and rates applied. The distribution column shows a 4% spend-
ing rate applied to the average of three consecutive years.   The goal of the Rolling Three-Year Average approach is to pro-
vide a growing source for ministry while guarding against the rate of inflation. If you would like more information on this 
approach, which can also be applied to non-endowed funds we would be glad to sit down with your committee to discuss it. 
  
It has been a busy year. We are very grateful to our Board of Directors who volunteer their wisdom and experience leading 
the Foundation.  We are pleased that David Goodson, Church Street UMC (TN Valley District) and Charles Stewart St. 
John UMC (Smoky Mtn District) will be rejoining the board this year. 
  
2018 will see many opportunities for the Foundation to help churches in their planned giving and investment strategies. We 
welcome the opportunity to assist you in any way we can. Please click here to send an email or call us at 865-690-8124.  

Ministers Association Dues 
  

For many years the Maryville District has had an association of its ministers. Naturally, with the realign-
ment of districts the name of the association will be changing to reflect the name of the newly formed 
Smoky Mountain District. Each active minister in the district is a member of this association.  
  
Historically we have paid dues into a fund that has been used for special purposes through the year such 
as providing flowers for clergy and clergy families on the occasion of a death or serious illness, door 
prizes and other “goodies” at various ministers’ meetings, Christmas gifts for the District Superintendent 
and the District Administrative Assistant, etc. Dues have been a suggested $.50 per $1,000 of base  
compensation.  
  
Jim Hartley, treasurer of the association, would like to remind everyone to get their dues in. Please. So 
far only 12 have submitted their dues out of the 75 ministers in the district. You may send your dues to 
the District Office or to the treasurer. The District Office address is PO Box 905, Alcoa, TN 37701. The 
treasurer’s address is 1711 Banebury Lane Alcoa 37701-6802.  Please make checks out to Smoky Moun-
tain District Ministers. 

http://holstonlegacy.org/
http://holstonlegacy.org/links_trk/CPuDtuKB?RID=3803&SLID=1162

