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Faith • Hope • Love in Action
As both Methodists and as United Methodist Women, we have been asked by the Council of Bishops 
and the Commission on a Way Forward, to be in prayer daily AND to engage in conversations with 
others about how the church will minster to LGBTQ persons. We have been tasked with talking and 
listening to others and to staying informed on the work of the commission. Our denomination is at 
a crossroads in dealing with the issue of LGBTQ incision and what that means, and we must be in 
conversation about this issue and how it affects us as Christians and as United Methodists. 
I ask that you, as loving and dedicated United Methodist Women, work to facilitate discussions among 
your membership and among your congregation.  There can be no healing or wholeness without 

healthy, constructive dialogue and a willingness to come to the table to share and to listen. Of course, we have 
members who feel strongly on both sides of this issue, but we need to understand that God calls us to be in mission. 
Together. We are called to love one another. Together. We are called to bear the burdens of others. Together. We are 
a connectional church and we depend upon one another. Please make this a priority and be the one who engages 
others. Be the one who starts the conversation. Be the one who reads and is knowledgeable about the latest updates 
from the commission. This is too important to ignore or to think the decision that will be made at the called General 
Conference in February, 2019, will not affect you or your church or United Methodist Women. My prayer is that we be 
the voice that calls us to conversation and to finding a way to live together in love and in peace and in unity.  We are 
all children of God. With God’s ever-present help, this is possible.
What is the Christ’s way forward for doing mission and ministry in the worldwide United Methodist Church? That is 
the question bishops pondered during their February meeting in Dallas Commission on a Way Forward recently as 
they received an updated report from the Commission on a Way Forward. Reference: United Methodist Insight.
In the report given to the Council recently , the Commission shared with the bishops two sketches that carry forward 
many of the values and principles of the three sketches that were presented to the bishops at their meeting in 
November .
“The sketches of these two models represent the values, concerns and feedback we have received since we reported 
to the Council in November. The two sketches provide avenues for unity, contextualization and mission,” said Bishop 
Ken Carter, one of the moderators of the Commission.
Summary of the sketches of the models
Here is a summary of the two sketches in process.  Details may change based on the work of the Commission at its 
next meeting.
ONE CHURCH MODEL
The One Church Model gives churches the room they need to maximize the presence of United Methodist witness 
in as many places in the world as possible. The One Church Model provides a generous unity that gives conferences, 
churches, and pastors the flexibility to uniquely reach their missional context in relation to human sexuality without 
changing the connectional nature of The United Methodist Church.
MULTI-BRANCH: ONE CHURCH MODEL
This model is grounded in a unified core that includes shared doctrine and services and one Council of Bishops, while 
also creating different branches that have clearly defined values such as accountability, contextualization and justice. 
The five U.S. jurisdictions would be replaced by three connectional conferences, each covering the whole country, 
based on theology and perspective on LGBTQ ministry (i.e. progressive, contextual, traditional branches). Annual 
conferences would decide which connectional conference to affiliate with; only local churches who choose a branch 
other than the one chosen by their annual conference would vote to join another conference.
So, yes, the UMC is at a crossroads, and no one model is going to appease and satisfy all members. But we can know, 
without a doubt that Jesus Christ is alive in each and every one of us. I ask you, United Methodist Women, to go forth, 
to talk, to listen, to be the catalyst for a deeper conversation and deeper understanding. Be brave and be bold and be 
unafraid to start this conversation. Our UMW and our denomination depend on it.

Faith, Hope and Love in Action,
Pat Bellingrath

For updates and the latest news from the Commission on a Way Forward, go to
Current topic: http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/time-running-short-as-bishops-gather-in-dallas
UMC News Service: http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/united-methodist-news
The United Methodist Church: http://www.umc.org/

http://holston.org/about/districts/knoxville-district/knoxville-district-umw/knoxville-notes/
http://holston.org/about/districts/knoxville-district/knoxville-district-umw
https://um-insight.net/
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/time-running-short-as-bishops-gather-in-dallas
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/united-methodist-news
http://www.umc.org/


Greetings Units of the Knoxville District,
As your MNO coordinator, I just wanted 
to remind you that membership in 
the United Methodist Women is NOT 
confined to being a member of The 
United Methodist Church. If you have a 

family member or a good friend who would be committed 
to our Purpose and become engaged in mission work, 
why not invite them to one of your Unit’s meeting,  an 
activity your Unit is having, or a District Program and let 
them experience first hand the feeling of being a United 
Methodist Woman? Some of the opportunities they will 
experience include: prayer, Bible studies, spiritual retreats, 
hands-on missions in their own communities, mission 
education experiences, and supporting work with women, 
children, and youth locally and around the world.
 So ladies - let’s get out and invite, invite, and invite.

Glenna Hutchison

News from your Officers
Hello Women of God!
Here is a question you may have asked: 
What is the job of a Unit Vice President?
Answer: A Unit Vice President carries 
on the duties of the President (i.e. lead 
a meeting) if the President is not able to 

do so. A Unit Vice President directs and leads programs 
for the unit (from the program book or elsewhere). A 
Unit Vice President also helps the unit meet its goals (i.e. 
have a District officer speak at a meeting and therefore 
get credit on your Mission Action Report).
Hey are you already thinking about our next Annual 
Gathering? Well I am!
Our Next Annual Gathering will be in November 2018. 
We are still working on finding the best Saturday 
in that month. If your church would like to host the 
Annual Gathering please contact Danielle Meyers, Vice 
President (945-2536, 805-2119, or dmeyers@utk.edu).

United Methodist Women:
Turning Financial Gifts into Miracles for Women, 

Children and Youth
United Methodist Women is trusted with pledges 
and donations from individual members and local 
member organizations, as well as mission partners 
and anonymous donors who have a heart for mission.  
We support programs in the United States and 
around the world that benefit women, children and 
youth - thereby impacting entire communities.  As 
an agency of The United Methodist Church, United 
Methodist Women abides by the social principles 
and discipline as determined by General Conference, 
giving only to projects in accordance with those 
guidelines. 
Where the $ Goes: International Projects; National 
Mission Institutions; Regional Missionaries; Grants; 
Service and Advocacy. On the United Methodist 
Women website what we don’t fund and links to 
documents that show what we do fund.
Reference the website for General Board of Church and 
Society of The United Methodist Church
2016 The Book of Discipline: Social Principles
160 I. The Natural World
161 II. The Nurturing Community
162 III. The Social Community
163 IV. The Economic Community
164 V. The Political Community
165 VI. The World Community
166 VII. Our Social Creed

District Social Action
  October 6, 2018
   Ebenezer UMC

Mission u
Revised: July 20-21, 2018

Central UMC, Lenoir City, TN
    Our studies will be: 

Seeking Health and Wholeness (Part 2)
Missionary Conferences of The United 
Methodist Church in the United States
What About Our Money? A Faith Response 
Youth:  Is It Just Money? Our Dollars, God’s 
Economy

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/what-we-fund
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/what-we-fund/facts
http://main.umc-gbcs.org/social-principles/preface-and-preamble-2008-social-principles
http://main.umc-gbcs.org/social-principles/preface-and-preamble-2008-social-principles
http://main.umc-gbcs.org/social-principles/160-i.-the-natural-world
http://main.umc-gbcs.org/social-principles/161-ii.-the-nurturing-community
http://main.umc-gbcs.org/social-principles/162-iii.-the-social-community
http://main.umc-gbcs.org/social-principles/163-iv.-the-economic-community
http://main.umc-gbcs.org/social-principles/164-v.-the-political-community
http://main.umc-gbcs.org/social-principles/165-vi.-the-world-community
http://main.umc-gbcs.org/social-principles/166-vii.-our-social-creed
http://holston.org/events/2018/jul/19/mission-u/


A PROGRAM OF HOLSTON CONFERENCE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

44th ANNUAL
 SPIRITUAL ENRICHMENT EXPERIENCE

AT LAKE JUNALUSKA, NC

RETREAT ONE  APRIL 13-14, 2018 or
RETREAT TWO  APRIL 14-15, 2018

Reverend Kim Goddard is the speaker 
for this year’s Spiritual Enrichment 
Experience. Kim grew up in Giles County, 
Virginia and received a BS degree in 
Animal Science from Virginia Tech and a 
MDiv degree from Duke Divinity School. 
She has served churches in Holston 
Conference since 1985 and is currently 
the Superintendent of the New River 
District. Kim is married to Jim and they 

have two daughters, Annie and Lindsey, one son, Jimmy and 
his wife Dale, and four grandsons, Xander, Gavin, Amado and 
Isaac. 
Kim says, “My ancestry runs through generations of farmers, 
railroad workers and coal miners. Through their love and 
witness I received the priceless gifts of grace through faith 
in Jesus Christ, a home in The United Methodist Church, 
appreciation for a good story, and a love for the mountains.”  

DAY ONE  
 10:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m. Room registration at Bethea Welcome Center  
   (Rooms may not be available for check-in until 4 PM.)
 10:00 a.m. 12:00 p.m. SEE Registration at Bethea Center  
 11:30 a.m. 1:30 p.m. Lunch at Terrace and Lambuth Dining Rooms  
 1:30 p.m.  Opening Worship Service at Harrell Center Auditorium  
 3:45 p.m. 5:00 p.m. Personal Retreat Time: Time for Quiet Spaces
    (Prayer Room, Memorial Chapel, Gardens,
    Prayer Labyrinth, Program Resource Room,
    Lake Junaluska Bookstore and Café’)
 5:30 p.m. 7:00 p.m. Dinner at Terrace and Lambuth Dining Rooms   
 7:30 p.m.  Evening Worship Service at Harrell Center Auditorium 
DAY TWO
 7:30 a.m. 8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Terrace and Lambuth Dining Rooms

A courtesy check out before morning worship is requested.

 SPIRITUAL ENRICHMENT EXPERIENCE
MUSICAL LEADER

Willie Kitchens born on January 6, 1956, 
to a musical family in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, Willie David Kitchens, Jr., 
fell in love with music at an early age. 
At age seven, Kitchens began singing at 
community churches with his sisters 
and his father, a guitarist with the gospel 
group Five Sons of Calvary. Kitchens soon 

became a member of the Rosebud Choir at his family’s church, 
Greater Friendship Missionary Baptist. Willie Kitchens, Sr. 
taught his son to play guitar when he was ten, and at sixteen 
the younger Kitchens joined the Five Sons of Calvary as bass 
guitarist and background vocalist.
After graduating high school, Kitchens attended the University 
of Tennessee at Chattanooga. At age twenty-four, Kitchens began 
to concentrate on gospel performance. Over the years, he taught 
himself to play the harmonica, piano, and electric keyboards. 
Kitchens performed and ministered everywhere from “Bobby 
Jones Gospel” to colleges, to prisons.
In 1995, Kitchens became Music and Performing Arts Director 
for the Bethlehem Center, a ministry in inner city Chattanooga; 
there he created a traveling youth choir for children from two 
to eighteen years of age and opened the Bethlehem Recording 
Studio for the Bethlehem Center’s radio and television programs.
Willie plans and leads the Commons Gospel Service at Christ 
United Methodist Church in Chattanooga. In addition to leading 
the gospel service at Christ Church, Willie is the Pastor of Christ’s 
sister church, Bethlehem Wiley UMC.

Holston Conference United Methodist Women
2018 Calendar of Events

April 13-15 Session 1/Session 2 - Spiritual   
 Enrichment Experience
 Lake Junaluska, NC
May 18-20 UMW Assembly, Columbus, OH
June 10-13 Holston Annual Conference, Lake  
 Junaluska, NC  
July 19-21 Holston Conference Mission u,   
 Central UMC, Lenoir City, TN 
August 11 Social Action Workshop –
 Keith Memorial UMC, Athens, TN
September 15 Conference Alumnae Meeting –   
 Meadowview Conference Center,  
 Kingsport, TN 
September 15-16 Conference UMW Annual Meeting  
                                     District Officer Training –   
 Meadowview Conference Center, 
 Kingsport, TN 
October 20 Mujeres en Accion Event, -   
 Pleasant View UMC, Abingdon, VA

Biblical Garden Susanna Wesley  Garden Corneille Bryan Native Garden

The Junaluska Cross Inspiration Point Rose Walk

The Reading Program encourages United Methodist Women to think 
critically about current issues through an annual selection of member-
reviewed books. It offers an excellent opportunity to deepen your 
spirituality and to broaden your understanding of our mission work. 
Some of the newest books can be found in the Program Resource 
Room, located in Harrell Center, Room 202, which will be open prior to 
the opening worship service, following the service, and before and after 
the evening worship service. It will not be open on Sunday.

Retreat during your free time, outdoors or Program 
Resource Room Harrell Center



STEP 1 - REGISTER FOR THE EVENT WITH YOUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT THEN 
Fill in the Registration Form and mail it with your registration fee of $20.00 to your District 
President before April 1, 2018. Please make checks payable to Holston Conference UMW. 
Please note: the name you register with will be the name used on your name tag. Registration 
after April 1 or the day the event begins at Lake Junaluska is $25.00. District Presidents’ 
addresses are below. 
CHILDCARE - If you are registering children, please include childcare fees of $10.00 per 
child, with your registration check on the Step 1 form. Childcare is available for children, 
ages  2-9. If you are requesting childcare, please fill out the required children’s form  found on 
the website at www.holstonumw.org. Children must be registered by April 1st. Information 
you supply, by registering, will allow us to have enough supplies. Childcare will be at the 
Terrace Hotel.  

2018 DISTRICT PRESIDENTS 

STEP 1 –REGISTRATION FORM for SEE 
You must check which session you will be attending

I will attend RETREAT I: Friday afternoon thru Saturday morning, April 13-14, 2018 

I will attend RETREAT II: Saturday afternoon thru Sunday morning, April 14-15, 2018

NAME:            

PHONE: ( )     EMail:       

ADDRESS:                

CITY:        STATE:    ZIP:    

DISTRICT:       CHURCH:      
CHILDREN ATTENDING: 
NAME      AGE   NAME      AGE
                 
                 
                 

First Time 
Attending :

(Circle One)
YES      NO

Abingdon Donna Camper 319 EM Cross Road Piney Flats TN 37686 423-968-5014
Big Stone Gap Hope Stapleton 13125 Crab Orchard Road Coeburn VA 24230 276-395-6363
Chattanooga Willela Douthat PO Box 400 Signal Mtn. TN 37377 423-886-2550
Cleveland Barbara Graham 2098 Igou Crossing Dr. Chattanooga TN 37421 423-894-5647
Johnson City Kathryn Wilhoit 1161 Willow Springs Drive Johnson City TN 37604 423-534-3000
Kingsport Ann Gross 166 Ellis Road Blountville TN 37617 423-323-8346
Knoxville Pat Bellingrath 801 Bluff Drive Knoxville TN 37919 865-591-6274
Maryville Susan Daffron 2618 Brantley Park Blvd. Maryville TN 37804 865-216-8421
Morristown Margaret Forby 118 Skyview Drive Greeneville TN 37745 423-620-2680
Oak Ridge Karla Kurtz PO Box 1040 Norris TN 37828 423-618-8225
Tazewell Jean Davidson 9323 North Scenic Highway Rocky Gap VA 24366 276-928-1632
Wytheville Linda Burnette 1831 Hebron Road Galax VA 24343 276-233-2728

http://holstonumw.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Childcare-Form.pdf


News Updates From our Units
Foutain City UMW

Our UMW hosted the Knoxville Church Women United  on Friday, Feb. 2. 
CWU's Human Rights Celebration brought women of all denominations 
together for food, fellowship and a timely program, "Reaching for 
Wholeness in Solidarity with God's Creation". Eleanor Roosevelt said it 
well, "It is better to light a candle than to curse the darkness." Together, 
we lit candles of justice, hope, and peace. 
May we "commit ourselves to expand our 

bonds, seeing all humans as human beings united on this planet to serve 
and love." Amen.
As we all know, our Least Coin Offering goes to CWU and supports the 
many Social Action programs they support. It was our honor to welcome 
this wonderful group of women to our church on such a frigid day!
When the program ended, we also stood against Human Trafficking in The 
Red Zone as suggested by National UMW website, this being our final year 
of that particular focus.

United Methodist Women stood for prisoners and their families on Monday, Jan. 
29 at the City-County Building in downtown Knoxville in protest of the lack of 
face to face visitation. Speakers shared personal stories and officials spoke out 
against the unfairness of this method of communication for families of those 
incarcerated. Family members pay $6.00 for each computer screen visit, half of 
which is purely profit for the Knox Co. Prison System. Reducing violence between 
guards and inmates and the influx of contraband has not been proven over the 
past four years. Being an election year, sheriff candidates need to consider the 
impact their choices make on their constituents. Pat Bellingrath and Jean Galyon 

of Church St. and Marie Perelman and Carolyn Rogers of Fountain City attended the protest and registered 
for updates. Remember, one of United Methodist Women's four priority issues is Mass Incarceration which 
pertains to prisoners and their families. We need to be aware of the limi tations 
these families face using video visitation.

Thoughts for Easter as Interpreted by Adam Hamilton
"Life does not go according to our plans. It can be hard, painful, scary, messy, but GOD is at work bringing blessings out of pain."
Gifts Mary Received at Each Stage Of Jesus' Life. the hope of resurrection found in the garden, the salvation gift of the cross, a new 
way to live that Jesus taught in his. ministry, the ever present gift of his grace.
Hamilton writes that Mary's life was not blissful, peaceful, and blessed. It was challenging, painful, and at times filled with sorrow. 
However, she "magnifies the Lord and rejoices in God" as she tells us in her joyful song the Magnificat (Luke1:46-55).
The resurrection changed how Mary experienced her grief; it gave her hope.Paul calls us to encourage each other with the hope 
that this life is not all there is. But first our mission is to be people of Hope who let Jesus' light shine through us; who act as his 
witnesses so others see him in us, who offer hope and help, who pray and work so our world looks nore like the kingdom Jesus 
proclaimed. 
 An Easter Prayer: Lord, we come into your presence seeking a gracious blessing. But we dare to ask for an outrageous portion of 
Your Grace. We ask that You not simply equip us, but that You chase us out into Your world. Amen



THANK YOU to everyone who responded to the “sacred call” to Bethel, Amherst, the 
“sacred space”, where we encountered God and neighbors.
March 3, 2018. How wonderful to see our mission at work. The sanctuary was filled with 
a diverse group - males, females, children, senior citizens, whites, and blacks - just blessed 
folks happy to share a time apart.
Julie Howard, member of Knoxville Handel Society, accompanied by Frances Bailey, pianist 

at Bethel, Amherst, blessed the program with the opening hymn, Surely the Presence of the Lord.
We were warmly welcomed by our Vice President, Danielle Meyers and graciously greeted in several 
languages  by Pastor Hardy Cross. The congregation extemporaneously followed her lead with these global 
expressions.
Kate Ambrose summarizes Rev. Varnell’s message in these words: “for years when I prayed the words 
‘Christ will come again’, I was not sure I believed it.”  However, I had a whole new way of thinking following 
her suggestion that Christ’s comimg might just be people like us bearing casseroles.
The offering of communion provided a “sacred space of nurturing .” Those who requested being served at 
their seats received in an intimate, informal, but touching and personally attentive way..
Invited guests who were present included: 11 youthful drummers from Lennon-Seney UMC and their 
leader Reverend Elston McLain; Julie Howard, soloist; 29 senior citizens from Wesley House who were 
recognized as Honorary members of UMW; Tarlanda Yarbrough, interpretive dancer from Martin Chapel 
UMC; Rev. Sarah Varnell from St. Paul, Fountain City; Mike Feely, Henderson Settlement; Garrett Wagley, 
Exec. Director Wesley House. 
Thank you again to all local UMW members of units who entered the “sacred space of nurturing” through 
your abundant sharing of commodities with Henderson Settlement and Wesley House. Your contributions 
are reflected in these words-
Loving is caring
 Caring is giving 
  Giving is sharing.

Shirley Napier, Spiritual Growth



Order yours today! 
Look at this lovely, crafted tote. 
Holston Conference UMW theme/
logo embroidered! For Ordering 
information please contact 
our Holston Conference UMW 

President: Lynice Broyles, lmbroyles@comcast.net

Next Newsletter Submissions are due by: 
April 17, 2018 for May Newsletter

Please share your planned events so other can join.  We are a strong 
group of supportive women and are geared to glean information 
and take it into action. Please send all Newsletter submissions 
and/or requests to receive the newsletter online to: 

Marci Villanueva marcivillanueva@holston.org

response: 
The print and digital 
magazine of women in mission!
Subscribe today for yourself or as a gift

United Methodist News
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/

church-in-zimbabwe-helps-women-start-
their-own-businesses

United Methodist Women Purpose
*United Methodist Women shall be a community of women 
whose Purpose is to know God and to experience freedom 
as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, 
supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission 
through participation in the global ministries of the church.
*New version

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN ASSEMBLY
May 18-20, 2018  •  Greater Columbus Convention Center, Columbus, Ohio

Join us @ www.UMWAssembly.org 2018

WHEN WOMEN UNITE, BOLD AND  
COURAGEOUS ACTIONS HAPPEN
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Remember you can visit UMW district website 
for information on up coming events, past 

newsletters, and more:
http://knoxumw.holston.org/

Also you can visit the Conference UMW website 
for Conference events, links to the General 

Church and More Resources: 
http://holstonumw.org/

But Wait, there’s more!
The National UMW site is a resource for program 

events and ideas and more:
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/

here are of few of the speakers you will see!

Reading Suggestions
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http://UnitedMethodistNews.com
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/church-in-zimbabwe-helps-women-start-their-own-businesses
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/church-in-zimbabwe-helps-women-start-their-own-businesses
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/church-in-zimbabwe-helps-women-start-their-own-businesses
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/church-in-zimbabwe-helps-women-start-their-own-businesses
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http://knoxumw.holston.org/
http://holstonumw.org/
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
https://umwassembly.org/speakers/
https://umwassembly.org/speakers/
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Knoxville District UMW
Verna McLain, Secretary
4125 Woodlawn Pk. #B4.
Knoxville, TN. 37920
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To celebrate the dedication and foresight of our foremothers, every March 23 has become: 
A Day of Giving to the Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign.

This forward-looking fund is a permanently invested endowment, the earnings of which will 
strengthen our organization so that future giving can be even more directly linked to our projects 
and partners, addressing injustice and alleviating the suffering of women, children and youth.
The Legacy Fund will underwrite core expenses:
• United Methodist Women grants, scholarships
• Coordinate work with mission personnel
• Make needed upgrades to communication and information technology improvements.
Every United Methodist Women member is encouraged to reflect on their charitable giving and 
contribute to the Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign in the form of cash, check, securities, stock, 
life insurance, planned gifts and bequests. Any amount is welcome before, during and after Day of 
Giving: March 23! Together, we are building our Legacy.
Gifts to the Legacy Fund can be made in several ways:
- Online:  unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund - By Phone:  800-278-7771 (Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.)
- By mobile phone:  Text LEGACY150  to  41444 - By mail:  Make checks payable to United Methodist Women

 475 Riverside Drive, Treasurer’s Office
 New York, NY  10115
 (write “The Legacy Fund” in memo section)

Legacy Fund Endowment

http://unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund

