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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT: LEGACY AND TRANSITION 

Hello, Oak Ridge District UMW!  I am Karla Kurtz and I am honored to be serving as your 
District President for 2018.  Between the bad weather in January and having five vacant 
positions, our District Leadership Team was unable to meet in January, so we’ve gotten off to 
a somewhat slow start this year.  However, our Nominations Committee led by Becky Bishop 
has found three wonderful new members and we’re working to find the last two.  If you 
would be interested in serving, see the article about open positions. 

The Oak Ridge District Leadership Team met on Thursday, February 15, and made some important decisions.  
The first is that the Oak Ridge District UMW will not individually host District events this year, including District 
Day Apart, missions, and social action.  The reasons are that (1) we simply don’t have the woman power on the 
Leadership Team to do the work required and (2) we heard from you on every survey last year that there were too 
many events to attend between the Conference, the Districts (Oak Ridge, Knoxville, and Maryville), and your 
local units.  So we are going to work closely with the Knoxville and Maryville Districts this year to support their 
UMW events and the Conference UMW events.  As a district, we are going to focus our efforts on two other 
areas.  We have discussed hosting an event around membership and an educational event around the 50th 
Anniversary (April 1968) of the joining of the Evangelical United Brethren and the Methodist Church that formed 
the United Methodist Church. 

As you may know, we are approaching the historic 150th Anniversary of the United Methodist Women 
organization in 2019.  We are celebrating the long and rich legacy of our women in mission to their local 
communities and to the world.  Please be sure you recognize and do something around the Legacy Fund and 150th 
Anniversary Celebration this year.  See the article on the Legacy Fund for more information. 

Many of our local units across Holston Conference are struggling to stay afloat.  During this year, I hope to offer 
you some hope and ideas to help you revitalize your unit.  One way to keep our units growing is to add new 
members.  I know this is a challenge for every unit.  This year I’d like each member to think about one person 
they could invite to join their local unit.  How do you do it?  Commit to spending some quality time with this 
woman and sharing about the mission and important work of the UMW.  Invite her to your local unit meeting or 
an event.  Find out what she is passionate about and show her how that might relate to the UMW and our mission 
work.  I hope each unit can add at least one new member in 2018. 

LEGACY FUND 

We all want to recognize and celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the UMW, which will be in 
2019.  One way to do that is supporting the Legacy Fund which will create an endowment to 
ensure the mission work of the UMW will continue on in the future.  I’d like to challenge every 
unit to make a gift this year.  The Legacy Fund’s suggested amount is $18.69 per member over and above your 
Pledge to Mission.  If you’re not able to do that, please make a gift that is significant and meaningful for you and 
your unit.  You might consider the gift be in memory of a founding member or in honor of a current member who 
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has had a significant impact on your unit.  Remember that there are Legacy Special Mission Recognition Pins 
($150) and Legacy Pendants ($50) available online www.umwmissionresources.org.  March 23rd every year 
(2015-2019) is designed as our special day of giving to the Legacy Fund, so you might consider doing something 
at your March unit meeting, but gifts can be made anytime during the year.  If you’d like to learn about the 
Legacy Fund and 150th Anniversary Celebration, visit the website at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/150. 

THE CONFERENCE/DISTRICT TRANSITION – WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 

You have probably heard that the Holston Conference is transitioning from twelve districts to nine districts (see 
map above).  The boundaries were drawn at the end of the year and the new names for the nine districts were 
announced.  There is a lot of confusion right now about how the Conference and UMW are operating in relation 
to the district reconfiguration.  Here’s what you need to know… 

1. Concerning the CHURCH structure…the Holston Conference has officially transitioned to the nine-
district structure for many things, but not all things.  The reconfiguration of the Oak Ridge District is now 
being called the Tennessee Valley District.  We have a new District Superintendent, Rev. Brenda Carroll, 
who is serving both the Knoxville and Oak Ridge Districts and there are still two district offices.  If you 
were elected to a District Office for 2018, there are still twelve district boards and committees.  
Programmatically, the conference is starting its work as nine districts, but the original district structure is 
still in place concerning finances and such.  In June, we will make additional transitions moving towards 
fully operating as nine districts.  It is a process. 
 

2. Concerning the UMW…we have elected to move to the nine-district structure, but NOT UNTIL 2019.  
For 2018, we remain twelve districts.  We are still the Oak Ridge District UMW and will be for the entire 
year.  On January 1, 2019, we will become the Tennessee Valley District UMW.  IMPORTANT: For 
2018, all checks should be made out to the Oak Ridge District UMW.  If you write a check to the 
Tennessee Valley District UMW, it cannot be cashed and will be returned to you to reissue.  We are going 
to be working closely with the Knoxville District UMW this year.  We will have a joint Nominations 
Committee and Annual Meeting this year.  We’ll give you more news on that as the time approaches.  But 
for now, everything concerning UMW remains like it was and we’re operating as twelve districts. 
 

Karla Kurtz, President, Oak Ridge District United Methodist Women 
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____________________________ 

READING PROGRAM 

Greetings to UMW members from around the Oak Ridge District!  

I want to encourage each unit in our district to learn more about the Reading Program and to 
participate this year by reading one…or several…books! You can find a listing of all books 
for the Reading Program online at https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram, 
and most are available through the Program Resources site. You may also order 
Membership Resources, such as the Program Book and the Prayer Calendar, at 
https://www.umwmissionresources.org. If you need assistance with ordering, please feel 
free to contact me. 

The Reading Program was established to help women learn more about specific topics of 
interest or current concern. To earn a certificate, a UMW member must read at least one 
book in each of the five categories: Education for Mission, Leadership Development, 

Nurturing for Community, Social Action, and Spiritual Growth. New books are selected each year, but for 
2018, you may read any books from the 2013‐2018 selections. 

Our reading program has an interesting and long history!  

“The first mention of a Reading Program is cited in the Heathen Woman’s Friend, the magazine 
of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, a predecessor of 
the United Methodist Women, wherein the editor encouraged every circle to start a missionary 
reading circle. The year was 1870. 

In 1900, the program went ecumenical when the United Brethren adopted the Missionary 
Society’s Reading Course, a program of 10 interdenominational mission study books selected by 
a committee for all to read. 

In 1907, the Woman’s Missionary Society of the Evangelical Association authorized a Mission 
Reading Department. One hundred and thirty four missionary libraries sprung up, providing 
books to 538 local groups. 

As the years unfolded, it did not matter how our predecessor organizations splintered or merged, 
the Reading Program remained intact and lively. At one time and for one group, a single in‐depth 
mission study was promoted, and for another time, a variety of books were included reflecting the 
categories of Spiritual Life, Christian Social Relations, and Missionary Education. When the 
Evangelical United Brethren and Methodist Churches united in 1968, both aspects – the single 
mission study and the ecumenical reading selections – became a part of the ongoing offerings of 
United Methodist Women, a lively and intellectual organization founded on tenets of reading, 
life‐long learning, and education.” 

 
Barbara Williams   
Secretary of Program Resources 
bawilliams@charter.net 
865‐776‐4441 
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WELCOME OUR NEW DISTRICT VICE PRESIDENT 

Ladies, I would like to introduce myself.  My name is Jane Hudson. I am the new District Vice 
President.  If you have any questions that I can answer, please let me know.  If I can't answer 
them, I will find the answer for you.  We all would like to make this transition year as easy as 
possible.  There will be changes that we all will have to go through.  With God's help and prayer 
we will have a smooth year. 

Jane Hudson 
pjanehudson@gmail.com   
865-318-1897 

____________________________ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
STILL NEED 2018 UNIT MEMBERSHIP REPORTS… 

The following UMW units have submitted officer and/or membership information for 2018. This information was 
due in December 2017. If information is incomplete or your church is not listed, please contact District President 
Karla Kurtz at ordumw@gmail.com ASAP. In order to send announcements and newsletters, we need this 
information. There is a form to fill out that can be sent to you via email. Please get these in by March 31st.  
Thank you. 

 OFFICERS MEMBERSHIP 
 Beaver Ridge  ✔   ✔ 

 Central Lenoir City  ✔  ✔ 

 Cowan Chapel  ✔  None  
 First Farragut  ✔  ✔ 

 First Oak Ridge  ✔  ✔ 

 Haven Chapel  ✔  None 

 Kern  ✔  ✔ 

 Luminary  ✔  ✔ 

 New Century  ✔  ✔ 

 Norris  ✔  ✔ 

 Oakdale  ✔  None 

 Oliver Springs  ✔  ✔ 

 Solway  ✔  None 

 St. Mark’s          ✔  ✔ 

 Trinity Lenoir City          ✔  ✔ 
 

HAVE YOU VISITED THE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN YOUTUBE CHANNEL?   

See inspirational short videos to share with members and congregations alike. Examples: 

 The League of Extraordinary Methodist Women: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UL-iXCJuaYU 
 150th Anniversary: When Women Organize for Mission: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xFFTeFeKDYs  
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FOUR PRIORITY ISSUES FOR UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 2016-2020:  

                

Remember to focus on these four priority issues in your activities.  Bring in speakers, attend workshops, read 
books and articles, and discuss these issues in your meetings and with others in your congregations. 

OAK RIDGE SPEAKERS BUREAU – Would your unit like to have a special program at one of your unit 
meetings? Please consider inviting one of our District Leadership Team members to come speak to your unit, 
circle, or congregation for your UMW Day. Topics could include domestic violence, human trafficking, 
missionary conferences of the UMC, Charter for Racial Justice, human sexuality, and climate justice. Email your 
request to ordumw@gmail.com and provide contact information, date, preferred topic, and District Team speaker 
preference, if you have one. 

____________________________ 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

APRIL 13-15 SPIRITUAL ENRICHMENT EXPERIENCE (SEE): Retreat One: April 13-14. 
Retreat Two: April 14-15.  At Lake Junaluska.   

 First, register with your District President. Then fill in the Registration Form, indicating 
which retreat you will attend, and mail it with your registration fee of $20 to your District 
President BEFORE APRIL 1, 2018. Then reserve a room at Lake Junaluska. 

 For more details, go to facebook (https://www.facebook.com/UMWOR/) or the Oak 
Ridge District UMW web site (http://holston.org/about/districts/oak-ridge-district-
office/umw-oak-ridge-district/)   

APRIL 21 MARYVILLE DISTRICT DAY APART:  St. Mark’s Methodist Church 

MAY 18-20 GENERAL ASSEMBLY – The Power of Bold: United Methodist Women General 
Assembly will be held in Columbus, Ohio in 2018. It’s not too late to register. Get more 
information at www.UMWAssembly.org. 

SAVE THE DATE!  Holston Mission u!  July 20‐21 – Central UMC – Lenoir City TN 

Four studies will be offered: 

 Seeking Health and Wholeness (Part 2) – leaders Nellie Bragg, Ginny West Case, and Asa Majors 
 Missionary Conferences of the United Methodist Church in the United States – leader Anne Travis 
 What About Our Money? A Faith Response – leaders Becky Hall and Mike Sluder 
 (Youth) Is It Just Money? Our Dollars, God’s Economy – leader Kacye Castenir 
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____________________________ 

OAK RIDGE DISTRICT UMW OFFICERS FOR 2018 

 

President  
Karla Kurtz 
PO Box 1040 
Norris TN 37828 
(423) 618-8225 (cell) 
karlaskurtz@gmail.com  

Communications 
Diane De Binder 
10 Montclair Road 
Oak Ridge TN 37830 
(865) 483-3723 (home) 
tnladydi@att.net  

Nominations (CHAIR) 
Becky Bishop 
314 Big Tree Drive 
Farragut TN 37934 
(865) 591-4048 (home) 
becky@concordumc.com  

Vice President 
Jane Hudson 
401 Amanda Circle 
Knoxville TN 37922 
(865) 318-1897 (cell) 
pjanehudson@email.com  

Education & Interpretation 
 
OPEN 
 

Nominations 
Geraldine Johnston 
2722 Stubbs Bluff Road 
Knoxville TN 37932 
(865) 691-2676 
gsjohnston@att.net  

Secretary 
Gretchen Hakola 
138 Lilac Drive 
LaFollette TN 37766 
(423) 562-4559 
hakolapenn@gmail.com  

Membership/Nurture/Outreach 
Donna Mosby 
106 Haven Hill Lane 
Oak Ridge TN 37830 
(865) 482-4193 (home) 
dmosby1@aol.com  

Nominations 
Susan Price 
7021 Wright Road 
Knoxville TN 37931 
(865) 947-0275 (home) 
pacmium@frontier.com  

Treasurer 
Cecilia Henderson 
1125 Brushy Valley Road 
Heiskell TN 37754 
(865) 585-5450 (cell) 
ceciliajhenderson@gmail.com  

Social Action 
Rebecca Moses 
8535 Ford Road 
Lenoir City TN 37771 
(865) 988-4045 (home) 
sunnybrook@charter.net  

Nominations 
Nancy Owens 
1177 Winding Way 
Knoxville TN 37923 
(865) 755-4635 (cell) 
operabear@aol.com 

Program Resources 
Barbara Williams 
165 Old Farm Road 
Lenoir City TN 37771 
(865) 988-6941 (home) 
bawilliams@charter.net  

Spiritual Growth 
 
OPEN 

Nominations 
Kathy Wilson 
161-B Robertsville Road 
Oak Ridge TN 37830 
(865) 482-9442 (cell) 
kathy@wilsonssi.com  

 

 

OPEN POSITIONS 

Brief job descriptions of the open positions on the Leadership Team are as follows: 

The Education and Interpretation Coordinator shall empower women to understand, interpret, and participate 
in the mission-giving and outreach of the church and promote mission education opportunities. More commonly 
known as the Mission Coordinator, she also furnishes information on all mission organizations. 

The Spiritual Growth Coordinator shall coordinate opportunities for spiritual development related to mission. 
She serves as Chair of the District Day Apart and she is responsible for coordinating and/or promoting special 
times and events for worship, prayer, and meditation. 
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____________________________ 

PURPOSE 

United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience 
freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative, supportive fellowship, and to expand 
concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church. 

 

____________________________ 

 

response is the official magazine of United Methodist Women. Topics and issues cover 
spiritual growth, mission outreach, and reports on local, national, and international work  
of UMW. Features include Bible studies, program suggestions, and articles on where the 
Pledge to Mission money goes. response is required reading on all Reading Program plans. 

Subscribe today to the print and digital magazine of women in mission! 
https://www.umwmissionresources.org/shopping_product_list.asp 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS FOR THE APRIL NEWSLETTER ARE DUE BY APRIL 20, 2018 
TO DIANE DE BINDER -  tnladydi@att.net 

 


