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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
TRANSITION – The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly…and the Really Good 

Navigating transition takes a lot of faith and patience.  Oftentimes, it is unclear exactly 
where we will end up, we’re not clear on the path, or both.  Unfortunately, right now we 
are experiencing wave after wave of transition and uncertainty in our church lives.  The 
United Methodist Church as a denomination is in turmoil as we struggle with how to be 
inclusive of our LGBTQ+ brothers and sisters.  Our Holston Conference is struggling with 
decisions about purchasing the ConneXion property, fully implementing the redistricting 
plan, and how to revitalize our congregations.  The Holston Conference UMW is struggling 

as we begin the process of redistricting to match what the Holston Conference has done.  Our District UMW 
Leadership Teams across the Conference are struggling to find women who will serve in leadership roles.  Our 
local units are frustrated with the transition and trying to understand exactly how this impacts them, and they 
are worried as most continue to see declining membership and some units are disbanding. 
 
The above situations are depressing and overwhelming, and many are ready to throw down the towel and throw 
their hands up in the air in defeat.  However, I am here to tell you that with every transition…no matter how 
difficult…there is always hope and new opportunities.  So In this issue I want to share several articles with you to 
inspire you and your local unit, to give you ideas, and to show you that the church….our denomination, our 
Holston Conference, our United Methodist Women at every level…should be hopeful.  There are 
opportunities…lots of opportunities…and we need to shake off the dust, roll up our sleeves, and open our hearts 
to where God is calling us.  Let’s go out into the world and focus on living our mission and sharing God’s love.  In 
doing that, everything else will fall into place. 
 
Karla Kurtz 
President 
Oak Ridge District United Methodist Women 

THE UMC AND THE COMMISSION ON THE WAY FORWARD 

Human sexuality has been heavily debated at every General Conference at least since the 1990s, and the United 
Methodist church is now approaching a crossroads in this discussion that will culminate with a vote at the 2019 
Special General Conference. In preparation for this vote, the “Commission on the Way Forward” was formed in 
2016 to examine every paragraph of the Book of Discipline concerning human sexuality and explore options for 
possible revisions to the Book of Discipline. The commission, consisting of 32 diverse members from around the 
globe, has now completed nine scheduled meetings and is preparing a final report due by July 1, 2018.  

During our 2018 Spiritual Enrichment Event (SEE), District Superintendent Rev. Kim Goddard explained the 
history of the Commission and the process, and provided an excellent handout titled “Just the Facts,” which was 
put together by Rev. Carol Wilson and updated by D.S. Goddard. “Just the Facts” will be available on the Oak 
Ridge District UMW Facebook page and we hope to upload it to our Oak Ridge District website as well. 
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Learn more about this important issue and join the discussion. Read perspectives of different groups within the 
church at the following web sites: 

• www.unitingmethodists.com  
• www.umaction.org 
• www.wesleyancovenant.org 
• www.umaffirm.org 
• www.rmnetwork.org 
• www.goodnewsmag.org  

For updates from the Commission, visit their website: http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-a-way-
forward  

If you are looking for a study or book group discussion, consider the following excellent resources: 

• Afraid and Unashamed: Facing the Future of United Methodism by Rev. Will Cantrell (Holston Clergy 
and General Conference Delegate) 

• The Bible and Human Sexuality: Claiming God’s Good Gift (Participant Guide) by Ellen A. Brubaker (a 
2016 UMW Mission u Study. Leader’s Guide, videos, and other related resources are available online at 
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/mission-u/sexuality  

• Is It Time: Helping Laity and Clergy Discuss Homosexuality One Question at a Time by Adolf Hansen 
• Holy Contradictions: What’s Next for the People Called United Methodists (a collection of essays) 

Editor Brian K. Milford 
• Living Faithfully: Human Sexuality and the United Methodist Church (a 4-week small group study) 

NEWS FROM UMW ASSEMBLY 2018 

I am a life-long United Methodist Women member…third generation (at 
least) on both sides of my family. Still, I had never attended UMW 
Assembly…and may I just say…WOW!!! UMW Assembly is a quadrennial 
(every four years) meeting of ALL United Methodist Women. There were 
over 6,000 women from all over the world gathered at the Columbus, 
Ohio Convention Center from May 18 through 20. We heard inspirational 
speakers such as Michelle Alexander and Marian Wright Edelman, we 
attended educational workshops to learn about everything from growing our units using the new Welcome 
Event Toolkit to studying the UMC Social Principles to learning about the four areas of mission focus for the 
UMW, and then there was the Experience Hall where there were vendors like Cokesbury selling books and Fair 
Trade vendors selling items to support third world entrepreneurs, and of course there were representatives 
from all of the UMC agencies (Women’s Division, Discipleship, Global Ministries, Church and Society, Higher 
Education and Ministry, etc.) 

We had a large delegation from Holston Conference, including Bishop Mary 
Virginia Taylor and Garrett Wagley, the new Wesley House Community Center 
Executive Director. In the picture below, Jeannie Aldrich from Norris UMC is 
holding the Holston banner. Check out the Oak Ridge District UMW Facebook page 
and the Holston Conference UMW Facebook page for more pictures and links to 

information. The general sessions were live-streamed and you can watch them at https://umwassembly.org/.  

http://www.unitingmethodists.com/
http://www.umaction.org/
http://www.wesleyancovenant.org/
http://www.umaffirm.org/
http://www.rmnetwork.org/
http://www.goodnewsmag.org/
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-a-way-forward
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-a-way-forward
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/mission-u/sexuality
https://umwassembly.org/
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NEW UMW WELCOMING EVENT TOOLKIT 

One of the most exciting things being offered from UMW National right now is the new UMW Welcoming Event 
Toolkit.  After the 2012 UMW Assembly a large survey was done to find out what were the challenges of our 
units and membership.  Of course, growing our units and attracting younger women were at the top of the list.  
So this toolkit was put together to provide an easy step-by-step plan.  Then they did pilot projects with six 
groups to text the toolkit for its effectiveness for small vs. large groups, rural vs. inner city vs. suburban groups, 
and geographic location.  Then they made a few tweaks and documented what happened with these six groups 
who tried it.  Some of the groups were present for a workshop at Assembly to share their experiences and 
lessons learned.  You can download the UMW Welcome Event Toolkit for free at :  
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/member-toolkit. 

One unit from rural North Carolina was inspiring in what they have accomplished using the toolkit.  Their church 
has an average worship attendance of 100 with about 50% of the congregation being women, but their unit only 
has six members.  They used the UMW Welcoming Event Toolkit and MissionInsite demographic information to 
learn about their community make-up, interests, and needs and then plan an event that would be addressing 
those.  The invited women in their church and women in the community through media ads (television, radio, 
and newspaper) as well as flyers around town in heavy traffic areas.  They event was about being your best self 
and achieving your dreams.  They had 46 women from the community attend.  Each woman identified a dream 
she had and with the help of others in a small group listed the steps it would take to achieve that dream.  Then 
they followed up with other welcome events.  Two years later, this local unit has 46 in their membership (not all 
the same as those 46 who attended that first welcome event). 

In order to grow, our local units and leaders will need to be open and willing to trying to new ideas in order to 
find new faces in new places.  As UMW, we are very tied to our structure and there is value in that in that keeps 
us tied to our roots and mission.  However, for some that structure has created a rigid format full of checklists 
and what we’ve learned is that new and younger members are not interested in this type of meeting and group 
format.  So the first challenge is to consider separating your business meetings from your programs and 
welcome events.  Too often when spent 45 minutes on the business and 10-15 minutes on a program that is 
choked full of great information and ideas.  It’s the programs and mission opportunities that attract new and 
younger members so that’s where we need to focus our time. 

The Holston Conference has a subscription to the MissionInsite demographic data.  I am following up to find out 
how we in the UMW can get access to MissionInsite and get reports for our local churches.  In the meantime, 
download the Welcome Event Toolkit and get a small group together to start brainstorming what you might 
want to do. 

LEGACY CAMPAIGN – CELEBRATING 150 YEARS 

To date, the United Methodist Women have given $20,544,247 towards their goal of 
$60,000,000. The Legacy Campaign, celebrating 150 years of United Methodist Women (and 
its predecessors), will ensure that our vital and life changing mission work continues into the future. If you 
haven’t made your gift to the Legacy Campaign, please do so soon. Think about how your individual or unit gift 
could be given in honor or memory of a women or group of women you know who have transformed lives and 
ignited change in places near and far. You may also wish to make a legacy gift through an endowment or in your 
will. Visit the Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign webpage for information on the many ways to give: 
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/150/give.  

You may also want to purchase these special items: 

• United Methodist Women 150 Necklace and Pendant ($50)  
https://www.umwmissionresources.org/shopping_product_detail.asp?pid=53358  

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/member-toolkit
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/150/give
https://www.umwmissionresources.org/shopping_product_detail.asp?pid=53358
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• Limited Education 150th Anniversary Special Mission Recognition Pin ($150) – a wonderful gift to honor 
someone special within your local unit or church on your UMW Sunday 
https://www.umwmissionresources.org/shopping_product_detail.asp?pid=53359  

 

UPDATE: HOLSTON UMW TRANSITION  

 

As you know, the Holston Annual Conference voted last year to move from twelve districts to nine.  The Holston 
United Methodist Women then voted that they would follow and conform to the same nine-district structure 
beginning January 1, 2019.  With the Conference now in the nine-district structure while the UMW remains in 
the twelve-district structure for 2018, there has been a lot of confusion.  This is going to be a multi-step process 
and there are lots of things that need to be done in order to make the transition….and some that we won’t even 
know until we’re in the middle of it.  So please be patient and extend extraordinary grace to your Conference 
and District UMW Leadership Teams as they begin the transition steps.  The Conference UMW Transition Team 
met in early May and identified the first steps needed in the transition: nominations and budgeting. 

While no formal instructions have been issued, it appears that our fall district annual meetings will be conducted 
in the new nine-district structure.  So, the 2017 Oak Ridge District UMW Annual Meeting was our last Oak Ridge 
District UMW Annual Meeting and we will hold our first Tennessee Valley District UMW Annual Meeting this fall.  
At that meeting we will elect new officers for 2019 who will be the leadership team for the Tennessee Valley 
District UMW.  There are transition teams from the Maryville, Knoxville, and Oak Ridge Districts who will meet at 
the end of June to discuss the transition in more detail and how to move forward.  At this time, date and 
location have not been set, but we hope to have more details by August. 

In preparation to elect new district officers for the new nine districts, the Conference UMW Transition Team has 
recommended that the Nominating Committees of the twelve districts work together in the new nine-district 
format to find leadership for their new districts and put forth a slate of officers for the leadership team which 
will be voted on at the 2018 District Annual Meetings of each of the nine districts.  The Nominating Committees 
are being encouraged to go ahead and start meeting this summer. 

The Conference UMW Transition Team has asked each of the twelve UMW District Presidents to put forth a 
2019 budget.  On June 1-2, the twelve District UMW Treasurers met to work on 2019 budgets in the existing 
twelve-district format.  Conference UMW Treasurer Janet Jonas will rework the twelve budgets into the nine-
district structure, and the new 2019 budget for the Tennessee Valley District UMW will be presented and voted 
upon at our fall District Annual Meeting. 

As more transition details are available, they will be shared with you.  If you would like more information about 
the Holston Annual Conference Strategy Team and the map and list of the new districts, please visit their 
webpage at:  http://holston.org/about/about/conference-strategy/. 

Karla Kurtz, President, Oak Ridge District United Methodist Women 

  

https://www.umwmissionresources.org/shopping_product_detail.asp?pid=53359
http://holston.org/about/about/conference-strategy/
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FOUR AREAS OF FOCUS FOR UMW 

If you are looking for programs for the rest of the 2018 year, please consider the four focus areas of UMW.  See 
the information on the General Board of Church and Society website and their Faith & Facts cards under the 
"Did You Know" section to get cards on each of these issues to hand out during your program or to use as a 
bulletin insert.  We'll have more focus on each of these in the next newsletter. 

CLIMATE JUSTICE 

- See Mission u program and book  https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/mission-u/climate and Leader's 
Guide https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/mission-u/climate ) 
- Learn about the Carbon Fund https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/climate-justice/carbon-fund 

MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH 

- Call to Prayer and Self Denial 2017 program  https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/members-
leaders/worship-services-and-resources/call-to-prayer/maternal-and-child-health-call-to-prayer-2017 
- How Your Congregation Can Support Maternal and Child 
Health  https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/what-we-do/service-and-advocacy/mission-focus-
issues/health-care/maternal-and-child-health/congreationsupportmaternalchildhealth 

MASS INCARCERATION AND CRIMINIALIZATION 

- Video https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racial-justice/mass-incarceration 
- Book The New Jim Crow:  Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness by Michelle Alexander 

ECONOMIC INEQUALITY (specifically working towards a $15/hour Living Wage) 

- Living Wage Map https://www.unitedmethodistwomenorg/living-wage-map 
- Mission Study Taking Action:  Women and Economic Justice https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/what-
we-do/service-and-advocacy/women-economic/education 
 

Support Wesley Foundation at UT-Knoxville! 

On Sunday, April 8, the UMW Christian Homemaker Circle from First 
UMC Oak Ridge spent the evening at the UTK Wesley Foundation. They 
served a soup and salad meal to approximately 30 students following 
the evening worship. It was a very pleasant and meaningful experience. 

Wesley Foundation is located at 1718 Melrose Place on the UT Campus. 
For information email info@utkwesleyfoundation.org or call 865-522-
2728. 
 
 

 

REMINDER: REMITTANCES OVERDUE 

2nd Quarter Deadline for Remittance was May 20 
If you missed the deadline, please submit your remittance today! 

3rd Quarter Deadline is August 20 

4th Quarter Deadline is November 20  

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/mission-u/climate
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/mission-u/climate
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/climate-justice/carbon-fund
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/members-leaders/worship-services-and-resources/call-to-prayer/maternal-and-child-health-call-to-prayer-2017
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/members-leaders/worship-services-and-resources/call-to-prayer/maternal-and-child-health-call-to-prayer-2017
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/what-we-do/service-and-advocacy/mission-focus-issues/health-care/maternal-and-child-health/congreationsupportmaternalchildhealth
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/what-we-do/service-and-advocacy/mission-focus-issues/health-care/maternal-and-child-health/congreationsupportmaternalchildhealth
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racial-justice/mass-incarceration
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/living-wage-map
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/what-we-do/service-and-advocacy/women-economic/education
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/what-we-do/service-and-advocacy/women-economic/education
mailto:info@utkwesleyfoundation.org
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START A READING PROGRAM BOOK GROUP! 
Submitted by Diane De Binder, District Communications Coordinator 

Are you participating in the in your local unit? Why? Why not?  

I know our lives are full and it sometimes seems difficult to carve out time to read. As much as I love to read, it’s 
been hard for me, too. But I discovered something this year! At our Mary Martha Circle meeting (Kern Memorial 
UMC) in March, our unit Reading Program administrator spoke to us about the books selected for 2018. By the 
time she was finished, I was so excited I wanted to read every single book in the program! My first thought was, 

“Let’s start a book group to discuss the books.” We formed a small group (5 members) and started 
with Bus to Corinth, a wonderful story about a group of women who have been loving and 
supporting each other for many years who decide to take a trip to Greece to retrace Paul’s footsteps 
in Athens and Corinth. Scripture is interwoven with the story of the trip, and we get to know each of 
these women and their stories as well. Discussing the book brought it alive in ways I never imagined, 
and we built community at the same time!  

Will you consider starting a book group? We would love to hear from you—to answer any questions you may 
have or hear about any other ways you have found to enhance the reading program in your unit! Contact 
Barbara Williams, Secretary of Program Resources [bawilliams@charter.net  / 865-776-4441] or Diane De Binder 
[tnladydi@att.net  / 865-405-7790]. Be sure and leave your name! It would be great to share your feedback in 
the next newsletter! Barbara is also available to help with selections and can do a program for your unit! 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram  
https://www.umwmissionresources.org 

 

YOUR 2018 DISTRICT UMW OFFICERS  
We want to hear from you! 

President  
Karla Kurtz 
(423) 618-8225 (cell) 
karlaskurtz@gmail.com  
 
Vice President 
Jane Hudson 
(865) 318-1897 (cell) 
pjanehudson@email.com  
 
Secretary 
Gretchen Hakola 
(423) 562-4559 
hakolapenn@gmail.com  
 
Treasurer 
Cecilia Henderson 
(865) 585-5450 (cell) 
ceciliajhenderson@gmail.com  
 
Program Resources 
Barbara Williams 
(865) 988-6941 (home) 
bawilliams@charter.net  

Communications 
Diane De Binder 
(865) 483-3723 (home) 
tnladydi@att.net  
 
Education & Interpretation 
 
(VACANT) 
 
Membership/Nurture/Outreach 
Donna Mosby 
(865) 482-4193 (home) 
dmosby1@aol.com  
 
Social Action 
Rebecca Moses 
(865) 988-4045 
 
Spiritual Growth 
 
(VACANT) 
 
 
 
 

Nominations (CHAIR) 
Becky Bishop 
(865) 591-4048 (home) 
becky@concordumc.com  
 
Nominations 
Geraldine Johnston 
(865) 691-2676 
gsjohnston@att.net  
 
Nominations 
Susan Price 
(865) 947-0275 (home) 
pacmium@frontier.com  
 
Nominations 
Nancy Owens 
(865) 755-4635 (cell) 
operabear@aol.com 
 
Nominations 
Kathy Wilson 
(865) 482-9442 (cell) 
kathy@wilsonssi.com  

mailto:bawilliams@charter.net
mailto:tnladydi@att.net
https://www.umwmissionresources.org/
mailto:karlaskurtz@gmail.com
mailto:pjanehudson@email.com
mailto:hakolapenn@gmail.com
mailto:ceciliajhenderson@gmail.com
mailto:bawilliams@charter.net
mailto:tnladydi@att.net
mailto:dmosby1@aol.com
mailto:becky@concordumc.com
mailto:gsjohnston@att.net
mailto:pacmium@frontier.com
mailto:operabear@aol.com
mailto:kathy@wilsonssi.com


 

 

A Message from UMW National 

Please join United Methodist Women’s climate justice work and sign the letter to tell Chevron’s new 
CEO to reduce methane emissions that harm God’s earth and people and waste God’s resources. Go 
to www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/chevron today!  

Methane is the second leading driver of global warming, yet companies 
like Chevron are doing little to reduce emissions. 

We’ll deliver your letters to Chevron headquarters May 29, so we want to have 
as many letters possible signed before then. 

Why should you sign? 

Natural gas has been marketed as the clean energy alternative, but it leaks methane and toxic 
pollutants throughout the supply chain. Methane emissions harm God’s creation and our earth, hurt the 
health of people and communities, and waste God’s resources.  

Methane and its Toxic Pollutants: 

• Sicken God's Earth: Methane, the primary component of natural gas, is 87 times more potent 
than carbon dioxide in trapping heat over a 20-year time frame. 1 

• Sicken God's People: Toxins, which leak alongside methane, jeopardize more than 15 million 
people living near these emissions leaked by oil and gas companies. The toxins—including 
volatile organic compounds (VOCs), particulate matter and radon—can cause respiratory 
diseases, asthma attacks, adverse birth outcomes, heart attacks, increased hospitalizations, 
reproductive problems, blood disorders, neurological problems, cancer, and contribute to 
climate change, which further impacts health. 2 

• Waste God's Resources: Natural gas leaks exist at a higher rate than previously calculated 
through the supply chain, from extraction to end-user consumption. Globally, oil and gas 
companies leak and vent an estimated $30 billion of methane per year into the atmosphere. 3 

Why Chevron? 

Chevron Corporation is the second biggest emitter of carbon dioxide in the world since 1880. It is one 
of the largest global producers of natural gas globally, and its production is still increasing. While many 
major oil and gas companies have been taken proactive measures to reduce methane, Chevron has 
not done so. Investors are pushing Chevron to clean up its act. On May 30th Chevron’s investors will 
vote on a shareholder resolution to hold the company accountable for more transparency on reporting 
methane emissions and climate risks. 

Tell Chevron’s new CEO Michael Wirth that he has an opportunity to change the company’s 
approach to climate and demonstrate it can play a constructive role in building climate solutions by 
proactively reducing its methane waste. 

Learn more at https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/chevron  

 

http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=yqPwoiZPpQdtiII8wzsauA
http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=3YnwHf17JYuA0m2bBs5c2A
http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=bhrSoOa8ly-hJ7gHpBhLYA
http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=pxq3FTZ_l1ZtWiLonfa-RQ
http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=98kBf9twR8dMvgrOAyoArQ
http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=mf3_UxNEmZng8xTmVa05Vw


 
 

 

43rd ANNUAL MEETING & DISTRICT 
OFFICER TRAINING 

SEPTEMBER 15-16, 2018 

MeadowView Conference Resort and  
Convention Center 

1901 MeadowView Parkway 
Kingsport TN 

More information on www.holstonumw.org  
as it becomes available 

 

 

SOUTHEASTERN JURISDICTION 
UMW QUADRENNIAL MEETING 

APRIL 17-19, 2020 
Mobile AL 

Calling U to Celebrate (Romans 1:6) 

 

More details coming soon 

 

 

Oak Ridge District United Methodist Women 
Karla Kurtz, District President 
P.O. Box 1040, Norris TN 37828 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HOLSTON MISSION u 
JULY 20-21 

Central UMC – Lenoir City 
Four studies will be offered: 

• Spiritual Growth: Embracing Wholeness: An Earth Perspective for Covenantal Living  – leaders Ginny 
West Case, Nellie Bragg, and Asa Majors 

• Geographic: Missionary Conferences of the United Methodist Church in the United States – leader 
Anne Travis 

• Issue Study: What About Our Money? A Faith Response – leaders Becky Hall and Mike Sluder 
• Youth Study Is It Just Money? Our Dollars, God’s Economy – leader Kacye Castenir 

http://www.holstonumw.org/

