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Last week (June 23) the lectionary Scripture was Luke 
8:26- 39, the story of the man who lived among the tombs 
in the country of the Gerasenes. A man who normally 
wouldn’t have had contact with Jesus—a Gentile, a man 
possessed by demons living among the dead. My favorite 
take away from this Scripture is that there is no one Jesus 
doesn’t seek to reach. God goes to the ends of the earth 
and everywhere for us. We are all important to God. One 
of my favorite Scriptures is Acts 10:34, in which Peter 
says, “I truly understand that God shows no partiality.” In 
other words, God loves us all the same, or as Augustine 
of Hippo said, “God loves each of us as if there were only 
one of us.”  
 
I hope we can always remember that God is always with 
us; God can always work through us to seek out those in 
need around us, so that we can share words of hope and 
mercy and grace and witness to the hope we have in 
Christ Jesus— who continues over and over and over and 
over to seek us out. God seeks us out even when we feel 
like we are the ones in the tombs looking for a new name, 
a new identity and a new future.  
 
I am looking forward to working with all of you in the 
Clinch Mountain District spreading the good news that 
God loves us all the same!  
 

Blessings, 
Jane  

Rev. Jane Taylor  
District Superintendent 
janetaylor@holston.org 

Monika Surcey 
Administrative Assistant 
monikasurcey@holston.org 

Mailing Address 
P.O. Box 263 
Abingdon, VA  24212 

Physical Address 
966 West Main Street 
            Suite A 
Abingdon, VA  24210 Phone: 276-628-4421 

District Calendar 
 

July 4 – Fourth of July - Office Closed 
 

July 14-19 
5-Day Academy for Spiritual Formation 

Emory & Henry College 
 

July 15  
Local Pastor Licensing School  

Registration Deadline 
 

July 19-20 
Holston Mission u EventUMW   

Pleasant View UMC 
 

July 24 – 7 pm 
District Leadership Team Meeting 

Elk Garden School 
 

July 25 
Youth Mental Health First Aid 

Abingdon UMC 
 

July 28 – 3 pm 
Rev. Jane Taylor’s Installation Worship 

Service and Reception 
State Street UMC 

 
August 1 

Resurrection 2020 Early Registration Due 
 

August 11 – 4 pm 
Clergy Picnic 

Pleasant View UMC  

 
September 2 – Labor Day 

Office Closed 
 

Ongoing 
Missional Hubs Collaborations 

mailto:monikasurcey@holston.org
https://www.holston.org/events/2019/jul/14/academy-for-spiritual-formation-2019/
https://www.holston.org/events/2019/aug/09/local-pastor-licensing-school/
https://www.holston.org/events/2019/jul/19/holston-conference-mission-u-event/
https://holston.org/events/2019/aug/01/resurrection-early-registration-due/


 
CLINCH MOUNTAIN DISTRICT JULY 2019 NEWSLETTER  PAGE 2 

 

From Jamie Boone, Administrative Assistant, who recently retired  
from serving the Tazewell, Abingdon, and New River Districts: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you so much for the lovely purple flowers you provided for my retirement celebration.  The purple 
flowers on the guest tables are now potted on my deck and front porch. The beautiful purple petunia pot 
is on my back deck and I get to enjoy it each day.  
 
I had the privilege of working with some of you longer than others, but no matter the time I always 
considered it a privilege and a true blessing to serve as the Tazewell District Administrative Assistant and 
Clinch Mountain Assistant.  
 
After 24 happy years, I leave with many fond memories of our time working together.  
 
Thanks again for the lovely purple flowers.  Your kindness and generosity will always be remembered.  
 
Thanks my friends.  
 
Blessings,   Jamie   

She also wrote the following in a 
separate email she wanted to share 

with everyone: 
 
Dear Clinch Mountain Clergy, 



 
CLINCH MOUNTAIN DISTRICT JULY 2019 NEWSLETTER  PAGE 3 

 

 
 

            CLERGY PAGE 
 

Annual Clinch Mountain District  
Clergy Picnic 

Sunday, August 11, at Pleasant View UMC, Abingdon 
Beginning at 4:00 pm 

 

All active and retired clergy and family of the Clinch Mountain District are 
encouraged to come for a time of fellowship and to welcome clergy families who are 
new to the district. Rev. Ray Amos, one of our own, has generously agreed to prepare 
smoked BBQ for our meal; pork & chicken. It is delicious!  
 

Where: 
Pleasant View UMC 

18416 Lee Hwy 
Abingdon, Virginia 

If we are fortunate to have nice weather, we’ll meet at the outdoor covered shelter 
behind the church building. If we have inclement weather, then we’ll move into the 
Fellowship Hall.  

When: 
Sunday, August 11, 4:00 pm.  
We’ll plan to eat around 4:30. 

 

What to Bring: 
Each clergy family is invited to bring a favorite side dish to complement the BBQ 
(such as chips, a salad or dessert). The District Clergy Team will provide disposable 
plates, utensils and cold drinks.   
 

Pleasant View UMC has a few picnic tables, but we encourage folks to bring chairs or 
picnic blankets and recreational equipment for fun and games.  
 

There is no cost, but clergy are encouraged to bring their $20 annual clergy dues.  
 

*An RSVP to the Clinch Mountain District Office by July 29 is helpful for planning 
purposes, but not required!* 
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PASTORS: 

 

               
 
 
 

 

 
  

 

Vital Signs 
Vital Signs are used by the Bishop and Cabinet to 

measure the health of our churches.  
 

Vital Signs input is quite behind for most churches. 
 

Please dedicate some time each week to submitting 
that information. 

 
Please contact the District Office if you need any 

assistance. 
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Missional Hubs 
 

Missional Hubs have been brewing up some activity!  
Check out below: 

   
When Rezkids was cancelled last year, there were many families in our community with 
small children that expressed how upset they were that this family event was no longer 

going to take place. In our area, there are not many events that are tailored for 
families with small children. A youth leader in my church came to me this spring and 
asked if it was possible for us to just host a Rezkids type event on our own. I took 

this idea to my Hub, and they were very excited about the possibility of having our own 
event for the families in our community.  

 
We contacted Josh Denhart, who had been a part of Rezkids several years ago, and 
asked him to come and do a show for us. Those who have seen him before know that 
aside from the explosions, massive chemical reactions, fire, and bubbling foam, 
Denhart also masterfully shares the message of Christ. Doors began opening for us, 
and we were able to work with the Substance Abuse Taskforce in Rural Appalachia 
(SATIRA) to offer this event to the community at no charge. We did not want a child 
to miss out on this awesome experience due to the family not being able to afford to 
attend.  
 
Our event took place on Sunday, May 5th, with over 150 people in attendance. Both 
the young and the young-at-heart expressed how much they enjoyed the performance. 
The Tazewell Hub felt that this was a very successful event, and we are working with 
SATIRA again to do another event like this next year. 
 
To God Be the Glory,  
Rev. Zach Hash  
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HANDS ON MISSION SCHOOL KITS 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

Boxing up 
School Kits at 
Pleasant View 

UMC 
Left to right: Sandra 

Johnson, Leon 
Johnson, Nate 
Roark, Barbara 

Farmer,  
District Lay Leader 
Sue Tilson, Monika 

Surcey, Caroline 
Hawthorne 

 
 

Checking 
Mission 

School 
Kits 

Left to right: 
Nate Roark, 
Sandra Johnson, 
Caroline 
Hawthorne, 
Barbara Farmer 

Pastor Dale Gilbert 
helping to load up 
ONE THOUSAND 

Mission School Kits 
from the Clinch 

Mountain District 
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ADVANCE SPECIALS 2019 
The Advance Specials for 2019 can be found at 

https://holston.org/media/ministry/resource/Advance_2019.pdf  
or by searching on www.holston.org. 

 
  

https://holston.org/media/ministry/resource/Advance_2019.pdf
http://www.holston.org/
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Grateful for those who have gone before. 
Jamie Boone (center) posing with four of the District Superintendents with whom she served. 

 
SEND - PRINT - POST 

HELP US DISTRIBUTE THE DISTRICT NEWS! 
• If you know anyone who would like to be added to our newsletter email 

distribution list, please provide their name and email address. 
• If you would like to submit an article or have an event you would like published 

in the District newsletter, please submit to Monika Surcey. 

It’s up to you to make sure everyone sees this newsletter - 

Thank you! 
 

 

“Therefore, brothers and sisters, 
… let us consider how we may 

spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds, not giving up 

meeting together…” 
Hebrews 10: 19, 24, 25 


	HELP US DISTRIBUTE THE DISTRICT NEWS!

