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Check the Holston online calendar for a full listing of future events. Please note that 
many events previously listed have been cancelled due to the virus.  

FEATURED EVENT: 

Duke Convocation & Pastors’ School 

September 14 - October 28   0.5 CEUs 

This year due to the pandemic, the annual  

Convocation & Pastors’ School will consist of five, 

one-hour webinars free of charge and designed for 

Christian leaders of all traditions.  These free  

webinars will be led by Duke Divinity School  

faculty and staff, featuring Will Willimon, L. Gregory Jones, Stephen Chapman, Laceye 

Warner, .Alma Tinoco Ruiz, Dr. Warren Kinghorn and Rev. Regina Graham. This year's 

theme is "Christian Leadership in Turbulent Times." Convocation and Pastors' School is a 

cooperative endeavor with the North Carolina and Western North Carolina Conferences of 

the United Methodist Church, The Duke Endowment, and Duke Divinity School. 

 

September 2020 

A Storyteller Looks at The Parables 

September 17   Online   0.1 CEUs 

Charles Maynard will keep you informed and entertained as he uses his skills as both a pastor 

and a professional storyteller. 

 

Bishop Sharma Lewis: Engaging the Congregation – Tips for Powerful Preaching 

September 22   Online   0.1 CEUs 

Bishop Lewis will cover her tips related to sermon preparation, topics, preaching tips and more as 

she shares about her deep roots in the church (she is the 14th pastor in her family!), her call to  

ministry and her rich prayer life – and how these play into her preaching. 

 

Leadership Institute 2020 

September 24-25   Online   0.7 CEUs 

This online event will feature two days of inspiration, practical ministry tools and proven strategies 

to strengthen your church and your own leadership. 

 

New Room Conference 

September 25   Online   0.2 CEUs 

Join us for our first-ever livestream evening of worship, teaching, and prayer for great awakening. 

 

http://www.holston.org/#events
https://divinity.duke.edu/events/convocation-pastors-school
https://clergyeducation.com/events/charles-maynard-a-storyteller-looks-at-the-parables/
https://clergyeducation.com/events/bishop-sharma-lewis-engaging-the-congregation-tips-for-powerful-preaching/
https://li.cor.org/
https://newroomconference.com/


CEU QUICKLINKS:  
  

Check & Print CEU  
Report 

  
Event Evaluation Form  
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Book Review 

 

We sent out an email to all clergy recently regarding changes in the way you will access 

your online profile, report CEU qualifying attendance at events, and print your CEU report 

for charge conference.  

Here is a link to this information located on the Holston website. There is also a brief        

explanatory video on that page. Please read carefully or watch the brief video; then go to 

Holston.org/peopleportal to create your profile login, view your continuing ed record, and 

print your CEU report. If you have any questions, feel free to contact us. And remember -  

your user ID for your profile access is your email address that Holston has on file for you. 

Pandemics, Plagues, and Natural Disasters 
What is GOD Saying to Us? 
     - by Erwin W. Lutzer 

Where is God When We Suffer? 
 
God's silence in the midst of human suffering is a great 
mystery of our existence. Faced with mass suffering, such 
as pandemics, plagues, and natural disasters, we may  
wonder whether God actually cares about us or whether He 
just says that He does. 
 
Pandemics, Plagues, and Natural Disasters helps explain 
the role of God in suffering. Dr. Erwin Lutzer examines how 

God uses tragedies throughout the Bible to speak to His people, and that, ultimately, God 
always has our wellbeing in mind even when He doesn't relieve our immediate pain.  
Perhaps most importantly, find lasting joy and relief by learning how times of such wide-
spread trouble reveal God's ultimate plans for our salvation from all temporary and eternal  
suffering. 

Erwin W. Lutzer is senior pastor of The Moody Church in Chicago. A graduate of Dallas Theological Seminary and 

Loyola University, he is the author of numerous books, including the Gold Medallion Award winner "Hitler's Cross" 

and the best seller "One Minute After You Die." He is also a teacher on radio programs heard on more than 700 sta-

tions throughout the United States and the world. 

http://www.holston.org/peopleportal
http://www.holston.org/peopleportal
http://holston-email.brtapp.com/files/clergy+services/event+evaluation+form.pdf
https://www.holston.org/ceu-program-for-appointed-pastors
https://www.holston.org/peopleportal
https://www.cokesbury.com/9780802423450-Pandemics--Plagues--and-Natural-Disasters?refq=pandemics
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A Message from Our Director... 

I came across a news article yesterday: I can’t remember the exact title, but it was a  
“Mother’s Guide” to Understanding the MTV Music Awards. I briefly glanced over the article 
as the author tried to explain, so that a mother could understand, who some of the people 
were that would be on the presentation.   
 
The article began with telling about the host: Keke Palmer. (Confession time. I did not know 
who she is or what she has done. Only a Wikipedia article gave me that information.)  
Further confession, I did not actually try to watch the show. By the time I read the article, it 
was pretty much over and done with.  This morning I decided to look at the categories and 
winners. I came across the following:  
 
Best K-Pop   
BTS — “On” – WINNER   
Exo – “Obsession”  
(G)I-dle – “Oh My God”  
Monsta X – “Someone’s Someone”  
Red Velvet – “Psycho”  
TXT – “9 and Three Quarters (Run Away)”  
 
I again play the ignorance and age card. I have no clue what K-Pop is. I think it has  
something to do with Korean bands. As for the groups mentioned as finalists, I am pretty 
sure I have never heard any of them and would not recognize them if you offered me $100 
to pick them out of a group.  
 
I show my ignorance and my age by telling you these things. It makes me think that there is 
another group out there that is also ignorant and of another age that has some difficulties 
as well. That group is people who do not understand the church, and many of them are in 
the younger demographic.  
 
Our language, salvation, sin, and sacraments, are as foreign to many people in our  
society as Keke Taylor and K-Pop groups are to me. I suppose that if I really wanted to, I 
could be persuaded to listen to K-Pop or watch some movie that Keke Taylor may have 
starred in. The question is why should I? That is the same question that, I believe, a whole 
generation of young people ask about the church. Why should I go to church? Why should I 
put my faith in Jesus Christ? Why should I seek to live as a disciple? It is those questions 
that come to my mind when I see the age and cultural divide that exists between most 
churches and their communities.  
 

I suppose that I am about to show my age and my ignorance. I  

remember when MTV first hit cable back in the early 80’s. At that 

time, I was by no means a popular music kind of guy (still not  

today), but I enjoyed watching some of the videos. I remember  

Duran, Duran and something about someone (I think Rio) crossing 

the seven seas, but not much else.  



                               

            

      

   

                         

CONTACT INFO: 
Director: The Rev. Terry Goodman 
terrygoodman@holston.org 
 

Admin. Asst. & Editor: Sue Weber 

sueweber@holston.org 

 
Phone: 865-293-4147 
 
 

Phone: (865) 293-4135 
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Lest you think that there is no hope…there is always hope for followers of Jesus Christ. 
Likewise, there are ways that we can learn to overcome our cultural shortcomings. I can 
look for opportunities to learn. I can read books.  I can read blogs. I can attend workshops 
that will help me overcome my cultural deficits. In turn, my knowledge may be the key to 
connecting with someone who is not really interested in Jesus or His Church.   
Think about it.        

          - Terry Goodman 

 

Events, Cont’d. from Page 2 

Developing Effective Communication to Grow Your Congregation 

September 29   Online   0.1 CEUs 

Kevin Slimp, former annual conference director of communications and current publisher of Market 

Square Books, will share tools often overlooked by local churches in reaching out to both the  

members and the unchurched of their communities. 

He will discuss what attracts and what turns away potential visitors and will lead you to take a look 

at your printed communications tools, your website and more. 

 

October 2020 

The Political Imagination of Jesus 
October 14   Online   0/2 CEUs 
Join Candler School of Theology in welcoming Dr. M. Shawn Copeland as this year's Alonzo L. 
McDonald Family Chair on the Life and Teachings of Jesus and Their Impact on Culture. Copeland 
will give this semester's online McDonald Lecture, "The Political Imagination of Jesus,"   
                             

Developing%20Effective%20Communication%20to%20Grow%20Your%20Congregation
http://candler.emory.edu/news/events/index.html?trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D443274281

