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 Events - Coming Soon! 
 

Check the Holston online calendar for a full listing of future events. 
 
January 2021: 
Creativity Hacks: Ideas to Get Your Congregation Unstuck & Moving Forward 
January 7   Online   0.1 CEUs 
 
We’ll define creativity and learn the power of asking the right question at the right 
time.  Then we’ll dive into 15 paradigm shifting questions that will help you see things you 
may not see and push past stuck-ness into new thoughts and creativity.  
 
REACH AGAIN: Seeing opportunities larger than obstacles  
January 7   Online   0.15 CEUs 
 
This session, led by Dr. Ron Bell (Minnesota Conference), will focus on the challenges of 
this cultural moment and the need for the church to reclaim its place in the arch of hope.  
Dr. Bell’s  two areas of specialty are 1) engagement of Millennials and creating practical 
growth strategies for urban church planting, and 2) helping systems process grief, trauma, 
race, and loss through a Christ-centered lens.  
 
Preparing Fields: Cultivating Hope and Growth in the Small Church 

January 11 -  February 19   Online   1.5 CEUs 
 
Small rural congregations face challenges in the 21st century, and often forget they are 
uniquely connected to the Gospel through the land and fields that surround them. This 
study uses the power of agricultural narratives in Scripture as well as local church stories 
to help small rural churches recover the connection to the land where God has placed 
them to cultivate hope and growth. Rebecca Collison’s book Preparing Fields for Seasons 
of Change gives a guide to churches wanting to reclaim their corner of God’s farm  
(1 Cor. 3:9).  
 
Offering Christ’s Healing Ministry to a Hurting World: A Book Study led by 
Bishop Ruben Saenz Jr. 
January 11   Online   2.0 CEUs 
 
In this course, you will grow in your appreciation and recognition that medicine, psychiatry, 
therapy, and prayer are not in opposition but actually work together to heal and make 
whole. More importantly, you will have an opportunity to reflect on your personal spiritual 
journey, and discern where God is leading you next in your personal life and in the life of 
your church.  
 
More Than a Sermon: Tips to Become a More Effective Preacher 
January 14   Online   0.1 CEUs 
 
During this one-hour session Quincy Brown – district superintendent in the North Georgia 
Conference and author of multiple books including The Q.U.E.S.T. for Vocation: A  
Personal Journey to Discern a Life’s Calling and Discipleship Path – will discuss the many 
hats worn by a pastor and how we can wear them more effectively. 

http://www.holston.org/#events
https://clergyeducation.com/events/creativity/
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/eventdetail/14902125?month=1&year=2021&day=1&display=m
https://www.beadisciple.com/online-christian-courses/ifd252-preparing-fields-cultivating-hope-and-growth-in-the-small-church/
https://www.beadisciple.com/online-christian-courses/ifd254-offering-christs-healing-ministry/
https://clergyeducation.com/events/quincy-brown-more-than-a-sermon-tips-to-becoming-more-effective-as-a-pastor/


 The “Post-Pandemic” Normal:  
Inspiring your congregation to take leaps of faith during uncertain times 
January 21   Online   0.1 CEUs 
 
2020 is unlike any other year, and the Church continues to deal with the changes  
experienced over the past year. As we begin to think about life post-pandemic, it’s  
important to begin taking leaps of faith as the “new normal” creates new challenges for the 
Church. 
 
Tips for Preaching During Lent & Easter 
January 26   Online   0.1 CEUs 
 
As clergy, we are called, among other things, to preach. In September, there was a  
tremendous response to Bishop Sharma Lewis’ webinar related to preaching for Advent. 
Bishop Lewis, author of 2020’s best-selling Lenten guide, Journey to Transformation, will be 
with us January 26 to lead a one-hour session on Preaching During Lent. 

February 2021: 

 

Sermon Academy 

February 9   Online   0.2 CEUs 

Save the date! Details and registration coming soon!  

 

Navigating Rough Waters 

February 15 - March 8   Online   1.0 CEUs 

 

Four 2-hour retreat sessions centered on being a soulful leader in conflict situations. 

Through solitary reflection, small group discussion, and community engagement, you will 

explore the ways you navigate conflict and crisis from the heart of who you are.  

 

Clergy Sabbath 

February 24 (plus Lenten activities)   Online   1.0 CEUs 

(See flyer in this newsletter.) 

 

 

A Message from Our Director... 

Let this be a train of thought column for the newsletter…in other 
words, if you get on board this train, it is hard to tell where it will take 
you. 
 
Let’s begin with this question: Do I talk about the 2020 that has 
passed into history or do I focus on the 2021 that lies before us?  
 
In terms of 2020, it is a memorable year all due to COVID 19. Talk 
about disrupting our lives! Churches struggled and sought out new 
ways to be the embodiment of Christ in their communities.                                     

   (continued on last page) 

https://clergyeducation.com/events/rebekah-simon-peter-the-post-pandemic-normal-inspiring-your-congregation-to-take-leaps-of-faith-during-uncertain-times/
https://clergyeducation.com/events/bishop-sharma-lewis-engaging-the-congregation-tips-for-powerful-preaching/
https://www.restoringwatersconsulting.com/nrw20202021
https://www.holston.org/event/14858371?month=12&year=2020&day=1&display=l


This has been a traumatic year, and we want to offer you information 
on how to take a break and experience Sabbath in your life.

Wednesday, February 24

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, we could not plan an onsite Convocation this 
year, but we’re excited to share that the Convocation Design Team has created  

an opportunity for you to take a sabbath, and get CEU credit for it!

Schedule: 
 10:00 AM Norman Wirzba will offer a theological basis for our study.

Duke University Gilbert T. Rowe Distinguished Professor of Theology, 
Senior Fellow at the Kenan Institute for Ethics,  
Senior Associate Dean for Institutional and Faculty Advancement

 11:00 AM Questions - Terry Goodman will moderate.  
12:00 PM  Lunch Break

1:00 PM Life Around the Table will discuss ways in which they help clergy to look at Sabbath.
Cultivating	practices	of	faithful	eating	and	Sabbath	delight	for	the	flourishing	of	all	creation

2:00 PM Questions - Terry Goodman will moderate.

y

Kathy Heustess of the Holston Center for Wellbeing has heard most often 
during the pandemic from our clergy that the thing we really need right now is rest.

So  you are encouraged to take a sabbath one day each week during Lent. 
You will be asked to answer two reflection questions from Kathy Heustess online each week. 

At the end of the process, you will earn 1.0 CEUs.

y

Registration: $50
There will be one registration for this event. 

The two main sessions will be presented online via Zoom on Wednesday, February 24, 
but a recording will also be available for those who registered.

Please register online at: convocation.holston.org
or mail registration: Holston Conference UMC, Attn: Sue Weber, P.O. Box 850, Alcoa, TN 37701

Questions? Contact Sue Weber • 865/293-4135 • sueweber@holston.org

Holston Conference UMC • holston.org

http://convocation.holston.org 
https://divinity.duke.edu/faculty/norman-wirzba
https://lifearoundthetable.org


CEU QUICKLINKS:  
  

PeoplePortal User  
Instructions  
(Includes directions for 
submitting CEU requests) 
 
Event Evaluation Form  
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             Book Review 
Fulfilled 
Living and Leading with Unusual Wisdom, Peace, and Joy  
     - by Kirk Byron Jones 

At a time of unprecedented cultural need and potential, many Christian 
leaders find themselves straining to be inspired. They’re running on 
empty. 

Leadership can be mentally, emotionally, and spiritually  
exhausting. The pace is relentless. The expectations are weighty. 
The challenges are daunting. But it is possible to live and lead a 
new way, with that deep sense of contentment that all leaders 
yearn for. It is possible to be fulfilled, even today.  

Just a reminder… you can now submit your CEU requests online through your PeoplePortal 
pages. Go to the CEU page, click on “submit”, and complete the form. Your entry will be  
reviewed and approved within a day or two. 
 
Also, as of 2021, all MissionInsite report requests must be submitted to the office of  
Congregational Development. Due to usage and budgetary considerations, local churches 
will no longer be able to run reports. If you would like a standard or custom report, just send 
me an email, and I will generate it for you. Note that you do not need to be signed up for 
MissionInsite to request a demographic report for your church(es). 

 Fulfilled articulates a new approach for the exhausted leader. This Christian theology of  
leadership is based on three inner capacities, which every leader already possesses but 
which most of us simply ignore or disregard: stillness, awareness, and playfulness. Kirk Byron 
Jones examines these capacities and shows the reader how to draw upon them in daily life. 
 
Vibrant leadership taps into this wellspring of inner capacities, continually available to every 
leader. It is not the exclusive possession of the gifted, faithful few, but is a grace provided for 
all. The fulfilled leader lives in wisdom, peace and joy, and is successful in all the most  
important ways.  

https://www.holston.org/ceu-program-for-appointed-pastors
https://www.holston.org/ceu-program-for-appointed-pastors
http://holston-email.brtapp.com/files/clergy+services/event+evaluation+form.pdf
https://www.cokesbury.com/Fulfilled?refq=clergy%20leadership
mailto:sueweber@holston.org


CONTACT INFO: 
Director: The Rev. Terry Goodman 
terrygoodman@holston.org 
 

Admin. Asst. & Editor: Sue Weber 

sueweber@holston.org 

Phone: 865-293-4147 
 
 

Phone: (865) 293-4135 
Website: Wesley Leadership Institute 

Director’s Message, continued... 
 
 
I pray that in the midst of that turmoil and struggle some hard fights were won and lessons 
learned that will carry us into the future. 
 
In terms of 2020, it is a memorable year all due to COVID 19. Talk about disrupting our lives! 
Churches struggled and sought out new ways to be the embodiment of Christ in their  
communities. I pray that in the midst of that turmoil and struggle some hard fights were won 
and lessons learned that will carry us into the future. 
  
Perhaps the next big word of 2020 is ZOOM…’nuf said. 
  
Another big set of terms: racism, anti-racism, dismantling racism. These are words of 2020, 
but will also be words of 2021 and beyond as our annual conference seeks to deal with the 
impact of these words and the actions behind them upon the men and women of color within 
our communities…NOT ‘nuf said about this. 
  
General Conference and quadrennium. Been told that the correct way to express the  
upcoming General Conference is to say “The 2020 General Conference postponed until 
2021.” It’s not the 2021 General Conference. It is the 2020 General Conference even if we 
hold it in 2050. (Which I pray will NOT happen...let’s get on with it already!) (I suppose that 
could also be a good segue into 2021.) 
  
Here is the working assumption for 2021 Holston Annual Conference. I REALLY want us to 
HAVE an IN PERSON gathering. I am going to work as if that is what is going to happen. 
However, as 2020 has shown us, we might not be able to predict and plan in 2021 any better 
than we were able to in 2020. 
  
This train has just run out of steam. I am claiming brain fog from my recent bout with COVID 
as the reason. So. Rather than blather on, I say thanks for making it this far. Look forward to 
working with you in 2021 and hopefully, at some point, FACE TO FACE. 
  
May the peace of Christ be with you all.” 
 

mailto:terrygoodman@holston.org
mailto:sueweber@holston.org
http://www.holston.org/ministries/group/wli/
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