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 Events - Coming Soon! 
Check the Holston online calendar for a full listing of future events. 
 
June 2021: 
 
Stress Management and Resiliency Training   
June 8   Online   0.2 CEUs 
 
This webinar is for anyone interested in how stress can affect our emotional and physical 
well-being. You will walk away with an increased understanding of stress and with  
practical tools you can use right away.  
 
Country Music &  Christian Faith 
June 14 - July 2   Online   0.5 CEUs 
 
This course creates the space for shaping spiritual practices and rich playlists through  
exploring the different potentials of country music and how it speaks to those in need.  
There will also be a mix of articles, videos and podcasts on the history, theology, and  
spirituality of country music from Alan Jackson to Zac Brown.  
 
Leading the Church in a Lingering Pandemic 
June 16   Online   0.1 CEUs 
 
Join in a Candler-sponsored roundtable discussion with public health experts and pastors 
in a time of progress and uncertainty concerning the Covid-19 pandemic. How will  
congregations minister to those who are vaccinated and those who are not vaccinated in 
multi-generational settings? What church activities should we continue to adapt or avoid, 
such as congregational singing or shaking hands?  
 
Church Finances 
June 21 - 25   Online   1.5 CEUs 
Note: Registration deadline is June 2nd! 
 
Learn about the various types of budgets within a congregation, categories of income and  
expenses, building budgets, methods of giving, accurate tracking of giving, and proper  
financial administration of funds, examining all from both a theological perspective and 
from best practices of financial transparency and accountability. Led by Lovett Weems. 
 
Seize the Day! Leading Your Congregation on a New Adventure 
June 22   Online   0.1 CEUs 
 
. “Churches that are growing are first concerned about the heart of a person more than 
anything else.” During this webinar, Olu Brown, founder of Impact Church in Atlanta, will 
share his thoughts on how to challenge people to go beyond the role of "settlers," moving 
to the role of "expeditioners." 
 

http://www.holston.org/#events
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/emotional-and-immune-resilience-the-need-of-the-hour-registration-153543636149
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/emotional-and-immune-resilience-the-need-of-the-hour-registration-153543636149
https://www.beadisciple.com/online-christian-courses/ifd259-country-music-and-christian-faith/
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_wpYj60aATIu8XxHysK1fxA
https://www.churchleadership.com/events/wesley-theological-seminary-summer-2021-courses-from-lewis-center-staffmembers/
https://clergyeducation.com/events/oluseize/


 The Non-Anxious Leader: Family Systems Basics 
June 30 - July 27   Online   3.0 CEUs 
 
Effective leadership depends on being able to separate your personal anxieties from the 
issues that affect your church or organization. This course will provide you with a basic 
understanding of how to begin the journey toward becoming an effective, non-anxious 
leader. Learn why understanding your own family of origin is the key to effective  
leadership, what you can do to grow in this capacity, and the most important characteris-
tic of effective leaders.  

July 2021: 

The Church Network Conference 
July 7-10   Minneapolis, MN   1.5 CEUs 
 
The 2021 Church Network Conference will provide a wealth of experiences and benefits 
for church leaders: a Launch Event, 3 keynote addresses, a trade show with  
representatives from the best products and services available to congregations, 3 days of 
workshops with over 40 workshops presented by experts and leaders in the field of 
church administration, and networking with other leaders for learning, support and  
sharing.   
 
Starting and Sustaining Effective Hybrid Ministries 
July 15   Online   0.1 cEUs 
 
In this webinar, Anne Bosarge will show us how to think outside the box about digital min-
istries to create engaging hybrid options that provide the best of both in-person  
relationships and digital technology to create powerful opportunities to reach new  
people in new ways and in new places. She will share the lessons learned through  
establishing “Becoming More,” a hybrid women’s ministry started at the beginning of the 
Pandemic. 
 
Reconciliation as Christian Mysticism 
July 16-17   Online   0.7 CEUs 
 
The Gerald May Seminar will feature Michael Battle, Herbert Thompson Professor of 
Church and Society and Director of the Desmond Tutu Center at General Theological 
Seminary in New York .The Friday night talk will include a time for interaction at the end. 
Saturday will be a retreat, with time for silence, guided meditations, sharing in pairs and 
small groups.  
 
Mission U 
July 23-24   Online   1.0 CEUs 
 
This year’s theme for the United Methodist Women’s annual event  is “There’s Far More 
Here Than Meets the Eye.”  While virtual, we are still creating  spaces for spiritual  
community, lifelong friendships, lessons that change us and our communities, and  
spiritual practices that arrive when we need them most. In a time when it looks like 
things  are falling apart on us, God’s grace is still unfolding and life is being made new.  

https://www.beadisciple.com/online-christian-courses/ifd210-the-non-anxious-leader/
https://www.thechurchnetwork.com/2021_conference
https://clergyeducation.com/events/hybrid2/
https://shalem.org/programs/shortterm/gerald-may-seminar/
https://www.holston.org/event/15252956?month=5&year=2021&day=1&display=l
https://www.holston.org/event/15252956?month=5&year=2021&day=1&display=l


CEU QUICKLINKS:  
  

PeoplePortal User  
Instructions  
(Includes directions for 
submitting CEU requests) 
 
Event Evaluation Form  
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             Book Review 
How to Lead When You Don’t Know Where You’re Going 

  by Susan Beaumont 

How do you lead an organization stuck between an ending and a 
new beginning—when the old way of doing things no longer works 
but a way forward is not yet clear? Beaumont calls such in-
between times liminal seasons - threshold times when the  
continuity of tradition disintegrates and uncertainty about the  
future fuels doubt and chaos. In a liminal season it simply is not 
helpful to pretend we understand what needs to happen next. But 
leaders can still lead.  
 

This is the final month of the current appointment year (for CEU purposes) that you can still 
earn CEU credit. To check your CEU’s earned for this year, just log on to Holston.org/
peopleportal. , Click on the CEU tab in the black box on the left. Then enter the dates of 
7/1/2020 to 6/30/2021 to see your current CEU total. We are in the first year of the  
quadrennium, so 3.0 CEUs would be the goal. 

How to Lead When You Don’t Know Where You’re Going is a practical book of hope for tired 
and weary leaders who risk defining this era of ministry in terms of failure or loss. It helps 
leaders stand firm in a disoriented state, learning from their mistakes and leading despite the 
confusion. Packed with rich stories and real-world examples, Beaumont guides the reader 
through practices that connect the soul of the leader with the soul of the institution.  

 
- Susan Beaumont is a consultant, coach and spiritual director. She has worked with hundreds of 
congregations and denominational bodies across the United States and in Canada. Susan is known 
for engaging the best of business practice, filtered through the lens of careful theological reflection.  

https://www.holston.org/ceu-program-for-appointed-pastors
https://www.holston.org/ceu-program-for-appointed-pastors
http://holston-email.brtapp.com/files/clergy+services/event+evaluation+form.pdf
https://www.cokesbury.com/How-to-Lead-When-You-Dont-Know-Where?refq=how%20to%20lead
https://www.holston.org/peopleportal
https://www.holston.org/peopleportal


A Message from Our Director... 

Do you have a system? You might be wondering, a system for what? 

How about a system for organizing your life? To be honest with you, I 

have used various systems throughout my life. At one time I was a 

Franklin Covey proponent. (Never could quite get the hang of that  

system.) Then there was the debate in my life between a paper and a 

digital system. I really enjoy the ability to physically write things down, 

but love the ability to digitally record and retrieve data. Franklin Covey tried to bridge that 

gap, but it never quite did it for me. 

 

There was a time when I created my own system. I took the things from Franklin Covey I 

liked. I got tired of printing all those papers and binding them in notebooks. Then along 

came the Palm Pilots. I actually found mine the other day. I also found the Casio (cheap 

version of Palm Pilot), and it still works and has dates and meetings and alarms from 2002. 

(I have an alarm that goes off now at 4:20 pm each day.) 

 

With the advent of smart phones, I pretty much abandoned paper. Google calendar became 

my go to place to keep track of all the things that my life entails. About three years ago, I 

went back to paper, using the Michael Hyatt system and quarterly Full Focus Planners. In 

the last six months I have begun to move towards digital paper in a Remarkable 2.  

 

So, in many ways I am a master of many things, but none of them quite satisfy the need or 

desire I have to be organized. 

 

I suppose the same could be said for my spiritual life. I have a very eclectic approach to my 

spirituality. Early on, I even pondered the monastic life. (Not a lot of places, though, to do 

that and remain United Methodist.) I have explored all sorts of spiritual practices. Each, for 

its season, met a need in my spiritual life. I have had barren times as well, when the well 

seemed dry and the trek before me seemed desert like. 

 

Through it all, I found a life verse that seems to speak to me and my relationship with God: 

“As the deer pants for the water, so my soul longs after you.” Psalm 41:1-2 

 

I wonder what the organizing principle is of your life. What is the thing that guides you and 

becomes the basis for how you lay out your days and weeks and months and years? What 

is your plan to come closer to God? I say that, wanting you to understand that your plan to 

come closer to God is not just: “What’s my sermon going to be this week?” We all need a 

relationship that brings us closer and more in line with God’s will for our lives. 

 

Personally, I am at a point in my life where I feel God’s gifts and graces are being used in 

my life in a positive and reinforcing manner.  
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It took me 34 years of parish ministry before I got to that place, yet, God was with me in 

those 34 years, nudging me forward, preparing me for the ministry in which I am now  

engaged. 

 

 Can you feel that nudging of God in your life…in your ministry setting? Is your soul longing 

and thirsting for God? I pray that it is and, if it is not, that you find that place and feel that 

nudging presence of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Message from Our Director… cont’d. 

mailto:terrygoodman@holston.org
mailto:sueweber@holston.org
http://www.holston.org/ministries/group/wli/

