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 Events - Coming Soon! 
Check the Holston online calendar for a full listing of future events. 

 

August 2021: 

 

Sulphur Springs Camp Meeting 

August 1-4   Sulphur Springs   0.1 CEUs each session 

 

Preacher will be retired DS, Sandra Johnson. Special musicians each evening: will be: 

Sunday Loretta Bowers, Monday - Gray UMC Praise Band, Tuesday - Christian Trivette, 

Wednesday - Sulphur Springs Praise Band. 

 

Spiritual  Formation/5 Day Academy—Tempered Resilience 

August 2-23   Online   1.3 CEUs  

 

Join us for a time of worship, learning, and fellowship as Rev. Charles Maynard,  

Cokesbury UMC, leads us through a study of Tod Bolsinger's book: "Tempered  

Resilience: How  Leaders are Formed in the Crucible of Change." This event will take 

place over four Monday mornings in August: August 2, 9, 16, and 23. We will gather each 

morning at 9:00 am EDT and finish at noon. This event is being sponsored by the Holston  

Conference Spiritual  Formation Team. Completion of course study and book earn  

1.3 CEU. 

 

The Global Leadership Summit 

August 5-6   Knoxville   1.1 CEUs 

 

Two days of rich, high-impact, inspiring sessions. Learn from a diverse faculty who will 

share their wisdom and practical perspective to support you in your leadership growth.  

Leaders will discuss: Cultivating Innovation, Building Trust, Maximizing Productivity,  

Overcoming Fear, Influencing Change, Managing Conflict, Improving Workplace Civility, 

Casting Vision and much more!   

 

Money Talks – A Biblical Take on Saving, Spending and Giving 

August 11   Online   0.1 CEUs 

 

Co-authors of the new best-seller Money Talks, Callie and Roz Picardo share their hope 

that in listening to God speak, God will direct our steps in all areas- from earning and  

saving to spending and giving.  

http://www.holston.org/#events
https://www.holston.org/files/tables/content/15316998/fields/files/5317fe6995b340e3a36583117fccc340/camp+meeting+brochureaug2021.pdf
https://www.holston.org/event/15282698?month=6&year=2021&day=1&display=l
https://www.cokesbury.com/Tempered-Resilience-2?refq=tempered%20resilience
https://www.cokesbury.com/Tempered-Resilience-2?refq=tempered%20resilience
https://globalleadership.org/global-leadership-summit/
https://clergyeducation.com/events/money1/


 How to Fill Your Pews! 

August 17   Online   0.1 CEUs 

 

How do we get folks back in the fews after months away during the pandemic, and how 

do we attract seekers to become active participants in our congregations? 

Rebekah Simon-Peter, author of Dream Like Jesus will share valuable ideas that can 

work for your congregation.  

   

With God on our Side: Christian Nationalism & Problem with Toxic Religion  

August 19-21  Online   0.7 CEUs 

 

This course, sponsored by Candler School of Theology will attempt to structure an  

engaging conversation and a series of seminars around Christian nationalism, religion, 

and conflict. We will explore the role of the faith community in peacebuilding,  

 

Grace & Methodism 

August 22   Online   0.1 CEUs 

 

This “Renewal” series lecture will be led by R. Kendall Soulen, professor of systematic  

theology, at Candler. 

 

September 2021: 

 

Imitation of Christ: The Disputed Understanding of Christian Discipleship 

September 15   Candler School of Theology   0.2 CEUs  

 

 Dr. Luke Timothy Johnson will show how the centuries-long vision of discipleship as an 

imitation of Christ demanding the transformation of the person has become for many 

Christians a vision calling for the transformation of society. Each vision claims to be 

based in the imitation of Jesus as portrayed in the New Testament. Each is embedded in 

a distinct construal of reality. This presentation traces the process by which one vision 

has increasingly been displaced by the other.  

 

Discipleship in a Post-Pandemic World 

September 16 - November 18   Online   1.0 CEUs 

 

Led by Scott Hughes, Executive Director of Congregational Vitality & Intentional  

Discipleship at Discipleship Ministries, the 3 sessions will include following topics: 

Developing a Culture of Discipleship,  Importance of Pathways and Systems , and Online 

and hybrid models  of faith formation. 

 

https://clergyeducation.com/events/rebekah-simon-peter-how-to-fill-your-pews/
https://candler.emory.edu/news/events/index.html?trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D503233159
https://candler.emory.edu/news/releases/2021/05/candler-voices-to-headline-summer-lecture-series.html
https://candler.emory.edu/faculty/profiles/soulen-r-kendall.html
https://form.jotform.com/212006839978163
http://holston-email.brtapp.com/viewinsite/682d5c75071b4f1e99926cf87539de23?email=sue@holston.org


CEU QUICKLINKS:  
  

PeoplePortal User  
Instructions  
(Includes directions for 
submitting CEU requests) 
 
Event Evaluation Form  
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             Book Review 
God Broke Through at Christmas 
A Daily Advent Study for Individuals & Groups 

  by Debra Wallace-Padgett 

Note: This book was written by our incoming Bishop, Debra  
Wallace Padgett. Some churches in Holston are already planning 
to use it for church-wide studies  Churches (or individuals) can  
receive a 20 percent discount on “God Broke Through At  
Christmas” by pre-ordering copies (it becomes available - in stock 
- August 16) by August 20 at: https://msb.press/gbt. 

The coupon code to receive the 20 percent discount is: GBTAC.. 

Just a note for new appointees and a reminder to all clergy… 

You are required to earn 3.0 CEUs per year or 12 per quadrennium. We do not  
automatically get notified by seminaries or other sponsoring groups when you have  
attended an event. Please use your PeoplePortal to submit your event attendance. Include 
a pdf or flyer if possible that either includes CEUs awarded or contains a schedule of the 
event. If you can’t attach the document in PeoplePortal, you can send me an e-mail that 
includes any relevant data to calculate your credit. For many Holston-sponsored events, I 
just post your credit off an attendance list, so be sure you check your CEU credit record   
before submitting to avoid duplication. 

God Breaks Through at Christmas focuses on four different aspects of life transformed by  
Jesus Christ’s birth, ministry, death and resurrection: silence , nights of the soul , seemingly 
impossible situations, and chaos. 

“Weaving together stories of her experiences throughout different phases of life, Debbie  
Wallace Padgett explores the realities and joys of life in faith through the lens of full trust and 
obedience to God. Readers journey toward the manger together as the anticipation of God 
breaking through builds each week. Complete with daily challenges and action steps, this  
devotional is an excellent companion through the Advent season and into the peace and 
hope made known through the birth of the Christ child.”     - Bishop Jonathan Holston 

https://www.holston.org/ceu-program-for-appointed-pastors
https://www.holston.org/ceu-program-for-appointed-pastors
http://holston-email.brtapp.com/files/clergy+services/event+evaluation+form.pdf
https://www.marketsquarebooks.com/store/p78/God_Broke_Through_at_Christmas.html
https://msb.press/gbt.
https://www.holston.org/peopleportal
mailto:sue@holston.org


A Message from Our Director... 

I am not one that typically recommends a book to other people.  

However, Mickey Rainwater recommended The Book of Mysteries  by 

Jonathan Cahn to the recent gathering of those present at the Bishop’s 

Day Apart. (Mickey also said steer clear of other books written by 

Cahn.) He made this book sound interesting.  

I ordered a copy for myself. It is not interesting. It is eye-opening. I don’t consider myself a 

profound theologian. You won’t mistake me for a Soren Kierkegaard. I do, however, think I 

am adequately prepared as a theologian. Cahn presents not so much a theological depth 

as he does insight from a different perspective. Cahn is a Messianic Jew. As such, he 

brings a Hebraic understanding and interpretation of the Scriptures with a solid Christian 

base. In other words, he can show me how the Old Testament and the New Testament are 

not differing documents but rather a blending of God’s great work in bringing Messiah 

(Jesus) into the world. His understanding of the Hebrew scriptures and traditions opened 

my eyes to Old Testament passages that I had glossed over because I did not understand 

the Hebraic background. 

 

Moreover, he shares these insights through a daily devotional (365 of them!). He does it in 

a story manner. He presents a protagonist searching for meaning in life who comes across 

a teacher in the desert. He agrees to spend a year with the teacher, and the “book”  

becomes a 365-day conversation between the protagonist and the teacher. Each day, the 

teacher reveals insight into some new aspect of God at work in the Old and New  

Testaments. 

 

As I said in the opening sentence, I generally don’t recommend books. I am now 30 days in 

and have to stop myself from just plowing ahead and finishing the entire book rather than 

making my way through it one day at a time. I believe that it will provide you a fresh look at 

the Bible. To accompany each devotional are a set of scriptures. Since I am in the book 

recommending mode, let me also recommend The Cultural Background Study Bible. (also 

recommended by Mickey Rainwater at the meeting) This Bible supplies a rich interpretation 

of the scriptures focused on the culture when the scriptures were written. It is full of  

informative articles that are helping me put new focus on how a person in that day would 

have understood the imagery and cultural allusions with which the scriptures are filled.  

Together, these two books are providing a lively devotional time for me each day.  

 

Having just finished a Chronological reading of the Bible (it took me about 15 months, but I 

got through it!) I was looking for a new way to move through another year. These two books 

are my guiding light for the next 11 months. If you are looking for some inspiration, I  

suggest you consider using them as well. 

           - Terry Goodman 

https://www.cokesbury.com/9781629989419-The-Book-of-Mysteries?refq=the%20book%20of%20mysteries
https://www.cokesbury.com/NRSV-Cultural-Backgrounds-Study-Bible-2?refq=the%20cultural%20background%20study%20bible
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mailto:terrygoodman@holston.org
mailto:sueweber@holston.org
http://www.holston.org/ministries/group/wli/

