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 Events - Coming Soon! 
Check the Holston online calendar for a full listing of future events. 

September 2021: 

Deep Dive Word Study with Jack Levison 

September 9   Online   0.1 CEUs 

If you yearn to have your own Bible study feel like an adventure, join Jack, W. J. A. Power 

Professor of Old Testament Interpretation and Biblical Hebrew at Southern Methodist  

University, for an exciting hour of discovery.  Learn how to do your own exhilarating word 

searches based on the original Hebrew and Greek of The Bible.  

2021 Gardner C. Taylor Lecture Series w/ Rev. Frederick Haynes III 

September 14   Online   0.1 CEUs 

Rev. Dr. Frederick Douglass Haynes III, the guest lecturer, is a prophetic pastor,  

passionate leader, social activist, eloquent orator, and educator engaged in preaching the 

gospel of Jesus Christ and fighting against racial injustice.  

Imitation of Christ: The Disputed Understanding of Christian Discipleship 

September 15   Candler School of Theology   0.2 CEUs  

 Dr. Luke Timothy Johnson will show how the centuries-long vision of discipleship as an 

imitation of Christ demanding the transformation of the person has become for many 

Christians a vision calling for the transformation of society. Each vision claims to be based 

in the imitation of Jesus as portrayed in the New Testament. Each is embedded in a  

distinct construal of reality. This presentation traces the process by which one vision has 

increasingly been displaced by the other.  

Discipleship in a Post-Pandemic World 

September 16 - November 18   Online   1.0 CEUs 

Led by Scott Hughes, Executive Director of Congregational Vitality & Intentional  

Discipleship at Discipleship Ministries, the 3 sessions will include following topics: 

Developing a Culture of Discipleship,  Importance of Pathways and Systems , and Online 

and hybrid models  of faith formation. 

http://www.holston.org/#events
https://calendar.smu.edu/site/perkins/event/deep-dive-word-study-with-jack-levison/
https://divinity.duke.edu/events/2021-gardner-c-taylor-lecture-series-w-rev-frederick-haynes-iii
https://form.jotform.com/212006839978163
http://holston-email.brtapp.com/viewinsite/682d5c75071b4f1e99926cf87539de23?email=sue@holston.org


Leadership Institute 2021 

September 29 - October 1  Online or  Live at Leawood , KS   1.0 CEUs 

Join Leadership Institute 2021 for inspiration, practical ministry tools and proven  

strategies to strengthen your church and your own leadership. Includes five plenary 

sessions and nine breakout workshops. 

October 2021: 

Convocation and Pastors’ School 

October 4 –5   Online   0.8 CEUs (Optional 1 hr. webinars (0.1 CEUs) 10/11, 18, & 25) 

Led by scholars and practitioners from Duke University and beyond, the annual  

Convocation & Pastors’ School offers lectures, worship, and seminars for Christian  

leaders of all traditions.  We will highlight practitioners who, in a broken world marked by 

division, have found creative ways to work across “uncommon ground” to build up  

communities and relationships.  

Constructing a Bridge: Loss & the Mourning After 

October 4-15   Online   1.0 CEUs 

Grieving is first and foremost something you do to heal your wounds after experiencing a 

terrible loss in your life. It doesn’t have to be passive and just something that ‘happens to 

you’. You can take charge of your journey through grief just as others have done. In this 

course you will learn that your very best friend in times of grief and loss is yourself!   

Order of The Flame 25th Anniversary Event 

October 4-8   Memphis, TN   CEUs TBD 

Through live and pre-recorded sessions this event will be tailored to optimize  

reconnection and recommitment, as well as offer on-going learning and strengthening of 

our commitment as mission evangelists.  Participate and engage with other FLAME  

members and leaders from the greater Wesleyan Methodist Family.  

Facilitating Healthy Pastor–Congregation Relations 

October 5   Online   0.7 CEUs 

Sponsored by the Lombard Mennonite Peace Center, this workshop is designed for  

pastors and other church leaders who want to learn strategies that will allow their church 

to function in more healthy ways. Attention is given to structural changes as well as to 

emotional processes and the ways that leaders function.  

- Continued on last page -

https://leadership.sharechurch.com/
https://divinity.duke.edu/events/convocation-pastors-school
https://www.beadisciple.com/online-christian-courses/ifd346-constructing-bridge-loss-mourning-after/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/order-of-the-flame-25th-celebration-registration-132815303147
https://lmpeacecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/FHPCR-brochure-PBE.pdf


CEU QUICKLINKS: 

PeoplePortal User  
Instructions  
(Includes directions for 
submitting CEU requests) 

Event Evaluation Form 

 CLERGY 

  NOTES: 

Book Review 
Roots of Eden: 
The First Truths for a Season of Renewal 

by Will Shelton 

Note: This book was written by Will Shelton, Holston clergy 
and Chair of the Convocation Design Team. 

     —————————————————————————— 
Whatever a church or a community of faith will be, we will always 
be telling the story of God. But how do we tell it best in a post-
pandemic world?  Maybe the best place to begin is still here: “In 
the beginning...” The things we want to believe most about God 
are often present in the story’s first truths from the Garden of 

This year, with all its craziness, seems to be flying by. It’s hard to believe we are entering 
charge conference season again.  

For CEU purposes, you will be reporting your attendance at events qualifying for credit, 
utilizing your PeoplePortal.  

 Click on the CEU box on the left of your home screen to access your CEU list.

 Enter the starting date of 7/01/2020 and ending date of 6/30/2021.

 Then click on “submit.”

 Finally,  just print it and add it to your charge conference reports for submission to your DS.

Eden. And in those first truths, we also find the most important things to believe about  
ourselves. In a season of renewal for people and for churches, the opening story of Genesis 
reminds us of who God is, who we are, and the call of creation. It’s a story about so much 
more than sin. And it's a good place to begin, again.  

Roots of Eden explores the first truths of scripture. What’s the first thing the story tells us 
about God? About ourselves? What’s the first thing God says to human beings? What is the 
first truth of the relationship between Adam and Eve? How can we see the events of Genesis 
3 through the first truths of Genesis 1? And what does all of this mean for life outside the  
garden? The roots of Eden still run deep into the world we’ve made. And from the beginning, 
it’s a world that can be good.  

https://www.holston.org/ceu-program-for-appointed-pastors
https://www.holston.org/ceu-program-for-appointed-pastors
http://holston-email.brtapp.com/files/clergy+services/event+evaluation+form.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B098W8QJ6D


“When we return, we will all be newcomers.” 

It was just a casual observation, but as soon as she said it, the nods of affirmation and 
recognition in every Zoom rectangle made it clear that she had put words to what we were 

all describing but could not quite name. 

Of course! We will all be newcomers, again. 

As church and office buildings re-opened in larger numbers after a year of on-again, off-
again COVID-19 closures, our habits in these once-familiar physical spaces have been  

broken. 

What was instinctive and comfortable in March 2020 is now, for many of us, just outside the 
realm of memory. How did we share life in these spaces? How did we get work done here? 
Even with a widespread yearning for a return to normalcy, we may find that our familiar 
places now feel somewhat foreign. Ongoing and necessary health and safety precautions 

have changed the ways we interact in these spaces. 

Office doors that a year ago were usually left open to invite casual conversation may now 
be closed so that we can work without having to wear masks all day (for those of us who 
have that privilege). 

There will no longer be a communal coffeepot, no impromptu lunch around the table in the 
office kitchen. Meetings will still be on Teams or Zoom even though we’re all in our offices 
just a few feet apart. 

It’s not only that our past habits have been broken; in some cases, our very ways of being 
in spaces together may no longer be advisable or possible. We will have to create new 

ways of being community together. How did she say it? 

“We will all be newcomers.” 

There’s also a deeper distancing that has occurred over the last year in our churches and 
office buildings. We may now be strangers not just to physical spaces, but also to those 
with whom we previously shared those spaces. So much life happens in a year, even in a 

year of pandemic lockdown. 

- Continued on next page -

Greeting Our Return When the Old Is Gone 
and the New is Here… 

- © By Nathan Kirkpatrick, Principal,
Saison Consulting, LLC 

https://faithandleadership.com/greeting-our-return-when-old-gone-and-new-here?utm_campaign=faithleadership&utm_medium=content&utm_source=albanweekly
https://faithandleadership.com/greeting-our-return-when-old-gone-and-new-here?utm_campaign=faithleadership&utm_medium=content&utm_source=albanweekly


While congregations and organizations have tried to sustain community in difficult  

circumstances, there are still so many stories, so many experiences that we did not share 

with each other in real time. There’s been grief and joy that simply went unspoken. 

While it is tempting to agree that catching up will be virtually impossible (pun intended), one 

of the particular gifts of religious communities is that most of us do some of our most  

intentional ministry with newcomers. In this moment after we have missed so many other 

moments, we will need the best of what we know from that to help us find a way of being 

back together. 

For example, we have cultivated practices for welcoming one another and inviting one  

another to share in something larger than ourselves -- the mission of the church in the world. 

At our best, we know how to listen for, celebrate and receive the gifts of each new person. 

We know how to help each other share our stories of heartbreak and hope and, in each 

telling, find new layers of meaning. 

We know how to invite people into service in the world that is good for the world and deeply 

fulfilling for them personally. 

We will need all those capacities and all that experience to help us be, and become more 

than, newcomers together. 

She said it so casually, so clearly: “When we return, we will all be newcomers.” 

In eight words, she named the truth that reopening our buildings was never going to be as 

simple as unlocking the doors or turning on the lights, roping off a few pews or putting out 

hand sanitizer -- not that those things are all that simple. 

It is good news for us that congregations know how to be in those spaces with faith, hope 

and love. Now as ever, the world needs all three.

                     ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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     - Events List, continued... 

 

2021 Parliament of the World’s Religions 

October 16-18   Online   2.0 CEUs 

 

The 2021 Parliament of the World's Religions provides a unique opportunity for religious & 

spiritual leaders, theologians, activists, and organizers around the world to share their work 

with the global interfaith movement.  

 

Leading in a Liminal Season with Rev. Susan Beaumont 

October 24   Online   0.15 CEUs 

 

Participants at this event will examine the leadership challenges and opportunities  

inherent in liminal seasons - threshold times when the continuity of tradition disintegrates 

and uncertainty about the future fuels doubt and chaos.  Liminal seasons call for a  

different kind of leadership presence, one that connects the soul of leaders with the soul of 

the institution.  

 

Presentation & Panel Discussion on Gender-Based Violence  

October 29   Online   0.15 CEUs 

 

In honor of Domestic Violence Awareness Month, the Office of Black Church Studies at 

Duke Divinity School will host a public presentation and panel discussion on a topic  

surrounding gender-based violence. There will be a short presentation followed by a Q&A.   

mailto:terrygoodman@holston.org
mailto:sueweber@holston.org
http://www.holston.org/ministries/group/wli/
https://parliamentofreligions.org/parliament/2021-virtual
https://divinity.yale.edu/calendar/leading-liminal-season-rev-susan-beaumont-0
https://divinity.duke.edu/events/presentation-panel-discussion-gender-based-violence

