
Congregational Development Committee Meeting 

Monday September 20, 2021 

Dear Friends, 

As we prepare for our meeting I thought it would be helpful to 

you to share information about some projects that we are working on. 

Magnolia Avenue UMC is located at 2700 Magnolia Avenue in 

Knoxville. Since 2013 every Monday the East Knoxville Free Health 

Clinic is held there from 1 to 4pm, and is staffed by Doctors from UT 

medical center. They will see as many as 60 patients a week. In 

October dental care will be offered. Also a free lunch is served on 

Monday before the clinic opens. Magnolia Avenue is a strategic 

mission center for our conference. It is two blocks from Austin-East 

High School, and this year 6 six young people from the school have 

been killed by gun violence. This past Friday night there was a 

shooting outside of the football stadium. This community is struggling 

and the presence of the church is critical in being a force for good. 

We are in conversation with Emerald Avenue Youth Foundation in 

restarting the after school program at the church. 

Raise A Voice is a ministry to women who live and work on the 

street. They also have Likewise a coffee shop on Magnolia Avenue. 



They are updating the parsonage at Magnolia Avenue to serve as a 

drop in center for women. Will and Katie Boggs who live in East 

Knoxville lead this ministry. 

On July 1 Tim Jackson was appointed as the pastor of 

Magnolia Avenue and Vestal UMC on Ogle Street in South Knoxville 

a growing area of the city. Tim is working hard to restart these 

churches that show great promise for mission and ministry.  

Beacon of Hope is located at Vestal and has a clothing, food, 

and basic services mission. We are targeting worship to begin by 

Advent of this year at Vestal and Magnolia Avenue. 

Both of these churches need some major repairs in order to 

keep them functioning. Both need to have roof replacement, and 

Magnolia needs brickwork and HVAC. The cost estimates for 

Magnolia is $600,000 and for Vestal $150,000. In order to meet the 

code requirements for the city of Knoxville these repairs must be 

done. 

So how do we fund $750,000 to restore these churches to 

service? A couple of weeks ago the conference sold the St. Luke 

UMC building on Buffett Mill road in Knoxville for $900,000. These 

funds must be used for new/or existing ministries with urban 



transitional communities. This information is found in paragraph 2549 

#7 in the 2016 Book of Discipline. In order to have access to these 

funds we need approval from the Conference Trustees. You are 

being asked to approve our request for these funds.  

We are also working to restore the ministry of the Jellico United 

Methodist Church on the Kentucky border in Campbell County. Jellico 

is a rural area in our conference that is struggling and most of the 

churches have closed. Although we are not currently having worship 

at Jellico we are in conversation with Bishop Wallace-Padgett about 

the possibility of finding a pastor from her home conference the 

Kentucky Conference. Williamsburg is a county seat town about 15 

miles away from Jellico and it is our hope to find someone who lives 

in the area to serve this church that has a beautiful building in 

downtown Jellico. 

Finally, Valley United Methodist Church is currently meeting at 

Pellissippi Community College. They had 89 in worship yesterday 

and the music and leadership of Rev. John Gargis is outstanding. 

They are looking to start the first phase of site preparation this fall. 

They have had one capital campaign with pledges over $500,000. 



We are meeting this week to talk about the next phase of the 

campaign. 

Many thanks for meeting this evening and for your continued 

support and interest in developing our congregations in Holston. 


