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When the Administrative Council challenged me with how we could grow the church 
over a four-year period, I was surprised.  Then, I remembered a book I had purchased 
at a conference.  With conversations with colleagues, reading this book, and 
presenting several topics the church would want to focus on over the next four years, 
we launched a “Wesley Fellowship Group” this past February. 
 
As Kevin Watson points out in Chapter 1, of the variety of small groups available, the 
accountable class meeting is the most foreign to us.  We may receive good information 
in Sunday School and have a single purpose with Choir, it is in the class meeting that 
disciples of Jesus Christ can be formed.  The process of using this book with a small 
group challenging and rewarding.   
 
Kevin Watson set up the book to be placed aside after reading it and using it with a 
small group.  Over time the class meetings go from a dependence on the book to 
being dependent upon each class member discovering how God has been present 
with them between class meetings.  As the class meetings “watch over one another in 
love,” they can refocus their lives so that they are looking for God to act and speak to 
them through the week.   
 
We are finishing a month of working without The Class Meeting book.  I have been 
encouraged and delighted to see the class members taking the material we covered 
in the book and using it.  The amount of talking about God and then the praying for 
each other does demonstrate they do know how to “watch over one another in love.”   
 
We plan to continue Wesley Fellowship Groups in the fall of 2021.  These groups will 
have various people from the church involved and will start to invite neighbors and 
friends to be part of the ministries of First United Methodist Church of Pennington Gap.  It 
will be good to see disciples grown through this process. 
 
 
 


