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 Events - Coming Soon! 
Check the Holston online calendar for a full listing of future events. 

 

October 2021: 

Convocation and Pastors’ School 

October 4 –5   Online   0.8 CEUs (Optional 1 hr. webinars (0.1 CEUs) 10/11, 18, & 25)  

 

Led by scholars and practitioners from Duke University and beyond, the annual  

Convocation & Pastors’ School offers lectures, worship, and seminars for Christian  

leaders of all traditions.  We will highlight practitioners who, in a broken world marked by 

division, have found creative ways to work across “uncommon ground” to build up  

communities and relationships.  

 

Constructing a Bridge: Loss & the Mourning After 

October 4-15   Online   1.0 CEUs 

 

Grieving is first and foremost something you do to heal your wounds after experiencing a 

terrible loss in your life. It doesn’t have to be passive and just something that ‘happens to 

you’. You can take charge of your journey through grief just as others have done. In this 

course you will learn that your very best friend in times of grief and loss is yourself!   

 

Order of The Flame 25th Anniversary Event 

October 4-8   Memphis, TN   CEUs TBD 

 

Through live and pre-recorded sessions this event will be tailored to optimize  

reconnection and recommitment, as well as offer on-going learning and strengthening of 

our commitment as mission evangelists.  Participate and engage with other FLAME  

members and leaders from the greater Wesleyan Methodist Family.  

 

Facilitating Healthy Pastor–Congregation Relations  

October 5   Online   0.7 CEUs 

 

Sponsored by the Lombard Mennonite Peace Center, this workshop is designed for  

pastors and other church leaders who want to learn strategies that will allow their church 

to function in more healthy ways. Attention is given to structural changes as well as to 

emotional processes and the ways that leaders function.  

                                                 

 

http://www.holston.org/#events
https://divinity.duke.edu/events/convocation-pastors-school
https://www.beadisciple.com/online-christian-courses/ifd346-constructing-bridge-loss-mourning-after/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/order-of-the-flame-25th-celebration-registration-132815303147
https://lmpeacecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/FHPCR-brochure-PBE.pdf


 Leading Your Church Through Advent 

October 7   Online   0.1 CEUs 

 

Join Kay Kotan s she discusses ways to involve your congregation in an Advent study 

and offer Advent study ideas and materials. The authors will use suggestions from their 

latest book, Voices of Christmas, as well as providing suggestions to help get your  

congregation involved in an Advent study together.   

 

Introduction to Internal Family Systems (IFS) and Spirituality 

October 14 - 28   Online   0.6 CEUs 

 

This 3-day workshop provides an overview of Internal Family Systems and their connec-

tions with spirituality  The space inherent within IFS to connect to our spirituality (as a 

connection between divine presence and human awareness) makes this model of thera-

peutic support ripe with possibilities for use in pastoral care and counseling.  

 

2021 Parliament of the World’s Religions 

October 16-18   Online   2.0 CEUs 

 

The 2021 Parliament of the World's Religions provides a unique opportunity for religious 

& spiritual leaders, theologians, activists, and organizers around the world to share their 

work with the global interfaith movement.  

 

Planning Ahead to Preach During Advent: Offering Hope 

October 19   Online   0.1 CEUs 

 

Using his book HOPE: An Advent Journey as a reference, Olu Brown, leader of  

Impact Church, one of the fastest growing churches in the country, will take  

participants through the Advent season, offering suggestions on making plans as you 

prepare for Advent and Christmas 2021.  If you can’t make it to the live event, a re-

cording of the session will be sent to registrants afterwards. 

 

Leading in a Liminal Season with Rev. Susan Beaumont 

October 24   Online   0.15 CEUs 

 

Participants at this event will examine the leadership challenges and opportunities  

inherent in liminal seasons - threshold times when the continuity of tradition disintegrates 

and uncertainty about the future fuels doubt and chaos.  Liminal seasons call for a  

different kind of leadership presence, one that connects the soul of leaders with the soul 

of the institution.  

 

https://clergyeducation.com/events/kay-kotan-leading-your-church-through-advent/
https://oates.org/product/ifs/
https://parliamentofreligions.org/parliament/2021-virtual
https://clergyeducation.com/events/oluadvent/
https://divinity.yale.edu/calendar/leading-liminal-season-rev-susan-beaumont-0


Moving Toward Wholeness: Traumatized Texts & Bodies 

October 29   Online   0.6 CEUs 

 

To facilitate recovery and resilience, this conference will explore the intersections among 

trauma studies in psychiatry and psychology; ancient experiences of trauma in the Bible; and 

vicarious, minority, and gender trauma today.  

 

Presentation & Panel Discussion on Gender-Based Violence  

October 29   Online   0.15 CEUs 

 

In honor of Domestic Violence Awareness Month, the Office of Black Church Studies at Duke 

Divinity School will host a public presentation and panel discussion on a topic  

surrounding gender-based violence. There will be a short presentation followed by a Q&A.   

 

November: 

 

Future Church Convocation: 

Energizing Mission Through the Lens of the Black Church 

November 5-6   Online   0.8 CEUs 

 

The Black Church is often imitated, but never duplicated! Through God's power and anoint-

ing, it has left an unparalleled impact on North America—and continues to do so today. The 

Future Church Convocation brings together leaders, thinkers and practitioners to praise God 

for what he has done and to dream about the destiny that lies ahead. 

 

First Impressions Conference 

November 10-12   Online   CEU’s TBD 

  

Join a diverse group of thinkers, communicators, speakers, authors, storytellers,  

pastors and pioneers who will encourage us to dream again, inspire those we oversee, and 

lead like never before. 

 

Teaching, Meeting, Preaching and Me. Time Management for the Church Leader 

November 11   Online   0.1 CEUs 

 

Ken Willard, author of Time Management for the Christian Leader and Strategy  

Matters, is a recognized expert in the church world on the topic of time management. 

During this session, Ken will discuss the issues raised by the expectations and  

responsibilities of church leadership. 

  

 

https://www.toward-wholeness.com/
https://divinity.duke.edu/events/presentation-panel-discussion-gender-based-violence
https://futurechurchconvocation.com/
https://firstimpressionsconference.com/fall-2021/
https://clergyeducation.com/events/ken-willard-teaching-meeting-preaching-and-me-time-management-for-the-church-leader/


CEU QUICKLINKS:  
  

PeoplePortal User  
Instructions  
(Includes directions for 
submitting CEU requests) 
 
Event Evaluation Form  

 CLERGY  

  NOTES:  

servants focused on discipling others God brings your way.  
- Volunteers are the fuel for your ministry and make the proverbial wheels of your 
church move forward.  
- Outreach to your community should drive people, both church members and 
guests, to events at your church where radical life change can occur. Of course, none of this 
can happen without  
 - Biblical stewardship, and all of these aspects should be modeled by the leadership. 

 Gearing Up for Fall Giving 

      © ACS Technologies Group, Inc. 

This booklet is a product of ACS, the company that provides our  
MissionInsite program. It contains many good insights for use in the 
local church to encourage stewardship and discipleship ministry.   
 
Fall is a time of year when people are hungry for the Gospel. Maybe 
as hungry as ever! And with that hunger comes the desire and tug of 
the Holy Spirit to be involved in various ministries of your church as 

             Book Review 
The Class Meeting 
    - by Kevin M. Watson     

Note: This book was reviewed by John Grimm last June and 
was used as a great resource at his church. Read review. 
     —————————————————————————— 
Dr. Kevin Watson has written a fresh new guide to the theory and 
practice of the Wesley class meeting, an essential element of truly 
Wesleyan spirituality. This book is for clergy and congregations 
who are looking for ways to develop deeper discipleship. The 
class meeting is made workable without losing its essential  
dynamic as a gospel-based accountable community. Watson has 

 resurrected the class meeting and given it new meaning, showing its relevance for the 

church today and how it may be a perfect means for church renewal.  

https://www.holston.org/ceu-program-for-appointed-pastors
https://www.holston.org/ceu-program-for-appointed-pastors
http://holston-email.brtapp.com/files/clergy+services/event+evaluation+form.pdf
https://www.holston.org/files/tables/content/15431218/fields/files/7fc280e788c24c46b0f954c419bb5aae/gearing-up-for-fall-giving-guide.pdf
https://www.cokesbury.com/9781628240580-The-Class-Meeting
https://www.holston.org/files/tables/content/15464834/fields/files/84e3e49c130745529e5851cdce06f381/the+class+meeting+review.pdf


It’s still dangerous to talk about the pandemic in anything other than the present tense. But 
the challenges we’re facing now sure feel less black-and-white than last year’s. Now it’s 
less about whether your doors are open, and more about what’s happening – and what’s 
different – inside those doors. I don’t know about you, but we hardly ever find ourselves 
saying, “When things get back to normal,” these days. Never mind “back to normal”; who 
knows when we’ll get to “new normal”. I think we’d settle for anything with the word normal 
even remotely attached to it. 
 
We’re all trying to figure this out in our churches. We feel it when we meet with the Convo-
cation design team too. And if anything has become normal about all of this, it’s the con-
sistent absence of certainty.  
 
When the future seems unknowable, we look for what we can know. Something that is  
beyond our immediate problems and bigger than us. Too many times we can get lost in the 
searching and try to find certainty in things that cannot last. 
 
As believers, we have the ultimate “know-able” in God: our bedrock, our foundation, to build 
and model our lives on. This means our churches can be the best place to find certainty. 
God doesn’t throw in the towel no matter how bad life gets. God’s arms stay open and so 
do God’s truths. And being with God means being assured of our place: we know we are 
wanted, loved, and cared for down to the deepest part of what makes us, us. God knows 
how to kill the fatted calf for us and wash the mess of life off our feet. 
 
And God knows how to do hospitality, the art of welcome. People in our communities are 
desperate for some kind of anchor in this storm. They may not even know that this kind of 
certainty is still possible. We may all be tired of hearing about living in unprecedented times, 
but in the midst of the turmoil we have the chance to see God making something good out 
of something bad. We can do what has been done for us and make the lost welcome. 
 
If uncertainty is the first truth these days, hospitality remains our first impression. It’s still 
true in a practical sense: whether someone is encountering our church online, in-person, or 
in the community, the initial warmth we show – or fail to show – will mean even more in 
these weary days. But it is also because the days are so weary, and so, too, all of us who 
are trying to walk through them well, that the kindness we show each other can go far  
deeper than whether we got someone to fill out the first-time visitor card.       

 
 

  The Intersection  
of Uncertainty and Hospitality 

                

This month we are featuring a guest article by Will Shelton, Pastor of First UMC,  

Pulaski , and Misti McCreary, Associate Pastor at First Broad Street UMC. Both are 

members of Holston’s Convocation Design Team.  



CONTACT INFO: 
Director: The Rev. Terry Goodman 
terrygoodman@holston.org 
 

Admin. Asst. & Editor: Sue Weber 

sueweber@holston.org 

 

Phone: 865-293-4147 
 
 

Phone: (865) 293-4135 
Website: Wesley Leadership Institute 

We don’t know what church will ultimately look like yet, and we don’t know what  
Convocation will look like either. As we’re exploring these themes - the intersection of  
uncertainty and hospitality - we’ll be inviting your input on what our event might look like 
soon. But when the days remain uncertain, may we give thanks for those who show enough 
warmth, kindness, and hospitality to us to help us manage this day. And in that, may we find 
a grace that still abounds, still enough for us to share it with someone else. 

 

         -  Will Shelton and Misti McCreary 

mailto:terrygoodman@holston.org
mailto:sueweber@holston.org
http://www.holston.org/ministries/group/wli/

