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 Events - Coming Soon! 
Check the Holston online calendar for a full listing of future events. 

November: 

Future Church Convocation: 

Energizing Mission Through the Lens of the Black Church 

November 5-6   Online   0.8 CEUs 

 

The Black Church is often imitated, but never duplicated! Through God's power and 

anointing, it has left an unparalleled impact on North America—and continues to do so  

today. The Future Church Convocation brings together leaders, thinkers and practitioners 

to praise God for what he has done and to dream about the destiny that lies ahead. 

 

Listening to God through Lectio Divina 

November 8   Online   0.15 CEUs 

 

We will explore the ancient practice of Lectio Divina and experience how God can use the 

scriptures we spent our careers studying in-depth and reveal it to our understanding in 

new and more personal ways.  

 

Ultimate Storytelling  Conference 

November 8-9   Dublin UMC/Online   1.0 CEUs 

 

Join Bishop Richard Looney, Kim Goddard, and Charles Maynard for this two-day event to 

learn the in's and out's of storytelling and how it can be used in your preaching & teaching. 

 

First Impressions Conference 

November 10-12   Online   CEU’s TBD 

  

Join a diverse group of thinkers, communicators, speakers, authors, storytellers,  

pastors and pioneers who will encourage us to dream again, inspire those we oversee, 

and lead like never before. 

 

Teaching, Meeting, Preaching and Me. Time Management for the Church Leader 

November 11   Online   0.1 CEUs 

 

Ken Willard, author of Time Management for the Christian Leader and Strategy  

Matters, is a recognized expert in the church world on the topic of time management. 

During this session, Ken will discuss the issues raised by the expectations and  

responsibilities of church leadership. 

http://www.holston.org/#events
https://futurechurchconvocation.com/
https://www.umcsc.org/event/clergy-care-virtual-retreat-listening-to-god-through-lectio-divina/
https://www.holston.org/files/tables/content/15695841/fields/files/2ad5cce9ccf2495da4c09f46d66c7c5f/storytelling.pdf
https://firstimpressionsconference.com/fall-2021/
https://clergyeducation.com/events/ken-willard-teaching-meeting-preaching-and-me-time-management-for-the-church-leader/


 Resilient Clergy Leadership 

November 17   Online   0.15 CEUs 

Join Toni Taylor, professional certified coach, to learn what  resilience is and how it affects 

your ministry. Find out why resilience is so important for clergy well-being  

 

Prayers and the Scriptures 

November 29-December 10   1.0 CEUs 

 

The prayers of Biblical figures such as Judith, Tobit, Susanna, Paul, and many others can be 

studied to give us a framework for our conversations with God. Our prayers may even 

change or deepen as we examine how these godly figures Our prayers may even change or 

deepen as we examine how these godly figures poured out their hearts.   

The requirements for “Prayers and Scriptures” are simple. All you need are your mind, your 

spirit, and a Bible.  

 

Navigating Holiday Stress 

November 29   Online   0.2 CEUs 

 

The holidays are here. Time with family and friends can be a joyous time. It can also be a 

stressful time. Let’s learn how to navigate the holidays by discovering ways to decrease our 

stress. Mini-retreat led by Alethia King, licensed professional counselor 

 

Lead More Effective Meetings 

November 30   Online   0.1 CEUs 

 

Do you dread meetings? Are they too long? Do some people dominate? Are all the voices 

heard? Do you leave without the results you intended? Join us to learn strategies to lower 

anxiety, build trust, grow relationships, and get results at your next meeting.  

 

December: 

How to Do More With Less 

December 7   Online   0.1 CEUs 

 

For most local congregations, there are lingering questions about the future. One  

question on most church’s minds is “How can we do more with less money, people, youth 

and young adults, less programming and more connection?” Join Rebekah Simon-Peter as 

she shares what she has learned through recent research and focus groups.  

 

Save the Dates….. 

Resurrection  - January 21-23  Le Conte Center, Pigeon Forge 

Minister’s Convocation - February 7-9 in Pigeon Forge (Details coming soon!) 

https://www.umcsc.org/event/clergy-care-virtual-retreat-resilient-clergy-leadership/
https://www.beadisciple.com/online-christian-courses/bible-study/ifd339-prayers-and-the-scriptures/
https://www.umcsc.org/event/clergy-care-virtual-retreat-navigating-holiday-stress/
https://www.umcsc.org/event/clergy-care-virtual-retreat-lead-more-effective-meetings/
https://clergyeducation.com/events/rspmore/
http://www.resurrectionyouth.com/


CEU QUICKLINKS:  
  

PeoplePortal User  
Instructions  
(Includes directions for 
submitting CEU requests) 
 
Event Evaluation Form  

 CLERGY  

  NOTES:  

A reminder about submitting CEU’s via email or through your PeoplePortal… 

Due to the vast number of short videos (e.g. 1-hour duration) that are available currently 
which qualify for CEUs, please include a link to the online description via notes or links   
before you click “submit” when you apply for CEUs. This will help us to track down the data 
for events we were not aware of. 

Also, if you come across an upcoming event that you think might benefit our clergy in their 
ministry, please send me an email with the pertinent information so I can include it in the 
newsletter. Note that the CEU NEWS only comes out on the first of each month, so try to 
send the data on events that take place in the next month or later. 

             Book Review 
Hope for the Holidays: 
Exploring the message of hope in the Christmas story 
    - by Andrew Curtis Lay     

This book was written by Andrew Lay, Assoc. Pastor of Keith  
Memorial UMC and a member of the Convocation Design Team 

Hope for the Holidays is more than just a catchy phrase that you 
might find in a Hallmark greeting. Hope is vital to our lives, and it is 
often the most prevalent during the season of Christmas. This 
book speaks about the message of hope that we find in the  
Christmas story as we celebrate Jesus' birth. In this book, we will 

explore the ways we can experience hope for the holidays. In each chapter, we will look at 
the different characters in the Christmas story and how they offer a message of hope to us 
in our own lives. 

Andrew Lay leads us into Advent/Christmas and, creatively listening to the old, familiar texts, finds 
fresh meaning for today's Christians. Lay restores the holy to the holidays in this fine presentation 
of the blessing of the Incarnation. 

- Bishop Will Willimon, Professor of the Practice of Christian Ministry, Duke Divinity School, au-
thor of Accidental Preacher: A Memoir. 
 

https://www.holston.org/ceu-program-for-appointed-pastors
https://www.holston.org/ceu-program-for-appointed-pastors
http://holston-email.brtapp.com/files/clergy+services/event+evaluation+form.pdf
mailto:sueweber@holston.org
https://www.amazon.com/Hope-Holidays-Exploring-Message-Christmas/dp/1637460287/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=andrew+lay&qid=1628087727&s=books&sr=1-1


A Message from Our Director... 

Bishop Wallace-Padgett has sent invitations to Full Connection Ordinands in the 2019, 

2020, 2021 classes and the prospective 2022 ordinands, inviting them to join her on a trip 

to the Holy Land beginning on June 28 and ending on July 7
th
 of 2022.  

 

She would also like to extend an invitation to the ministers, spouses, and lay persons of the 

annual conference to join her and these ordinands on this Holy Land Trip. The trip will be 

planned by Educational Opportunity (EO) Travel. It will be in conjunction with the North  

Alabama Annual Conference ordinand class and others from that annual conference. 

 

If you are interested in this trip, you can get information by doing the following: 

Go to:   www.EO.travel/mytrip 

Enter the tour code:  HL22 

Enter the date code: 062822 

Next to the date code box click on the down arrow and from the pop up select: H 

You should then be able to see information about the trip 

and download a brochure. 

 

One of our pastors, the Reverend Chris Brown is the  

Director of Travel Ministries representative with EO for the 

Holston Conference. Chris would be more than glad to field 

queries from you concerning this trip. He has made numer-

ous similar trips through EO to the Holy Land. You may  

contact Chris at dukevol@gmail.com or call him on his cell phone at (423) 440-0894. He 

would also be able to talk with you about the possibility of you being a host on this trip. 

 

Scholarships through EO might be available for eligible clergy and clergy spouses. For 

more information please visit the site listed above and/or get in touch with Chris Brown. 

 

This will be a wonderful opportunity for you to experience the Holy Land and the enhance-

ment that it might have on your ministry is incalculable. Continuing Education credit will be 

offered for this trip. We need to evaluate the itinerary to determine the total amount. 

                    - Terry Goodman 

You are Invited to Join Bishop Wallace-Padgett 
on a Tour of the Holy Land Next Summer! 

June 28 - July 7, 2022 

http://www.EO.travel/mytrip
mailto:dukevol@gmail.com


CONTACT INFO: 
Director: The Rev. Terry Goodman 
terrygoodman@holston.org 
 

Admin. Asst. & Editor: Sue Weber 

sueweber@holston.org 

 

Phone: 865-293-4147 
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mailto:terrygoodman@holston.org
mailto:sueweber@holston.org
http://www.holston.org/ministries/group/wli/

