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Dr. Amy G. OdenDr. Amy G. Oden

Dr. Amy G. Oden is a Professor 
of Early Church History and 
Spirituality, currently teaching for 
several seminaries. She has served 
on the faculties of Oklahoma City 
University, Saint Paul School of 
Theology and Wesley Theological 

Seminary where she also served as Dean. She holds 
a Ph.D. in Religious Studies from Southern Methodist 
University and a baccalaureate in Letters from 
University of Oklahoma.

Born and raised on the prairies of Oklahoma, Amy 
has found her spiritual home under the wide-open 
sky. Her passion is to introduce spiritual practices that 
can ground and nourish lives for justice in the world.

Amy teaches theology, history of Christianity and 
spiritual formation, walking with students in learning. 
She has won teaching awards and is in demand as a 
speaker.

Amy is a spiritual director, companioning people 
as they listen for God in day-to-day life. She has 
published four books that all focus on bringing 
voices of ancient wisdom to inform and illuminate 
contemporary life.

Dr. Teresa Fry BrownDr. Teresa Fry Brown

The Rev. Dr. Teresa L. Fry 
Brown is the Bandy Professor of 
Preaching, a chaired professorship 
created in 1986 with a gift from B. 
Jackson Bandy that is considered 
by many to be the country’s 
premier chair in homiletics. Fry 

Brown has taught at Candler since 1994, and in 2010, 

attain the rank of full professor. She also served as the 
Director of Candler’s Black Church Studies program 
until 2015.

Fry Brown’s research interests include homiletics, 
womanism, womanist ethics, socio-cultural 
transformation, and African diaspora history focusing 
on African American spiritual values. In addition to 

articles and chapters for over a dozen more, including 
Delivering the Sermon: Voice, Body and Animation in 
Proclamation (Fortress Press, 2008); Can A Sister Get 
a Little Help: Advice and Encouragement for Black 
Women in Ministry (Pilgrim Press, 2008); and Weary 
Throats and New Song: Black Women Proclaiming 
God’s Word (Abingdon Press, 2003).

Greg AtkinsonGreg Atkinson

Greg Atkinson is the Founder 
of Worship Impressions and the 
First Impressions Conference and 
Co-Founder of the Social Media 
Church Conference. Greg is an 
entrepreneur, bestselling author, 
speaker, leadership coach, 

consultant, and member of the Forbes Coaching 
Council. Greg has worked with churches of all stages 
and sizes, including some of the largest and fastest-
growing churches in the country, as well as with 

Josh McDowell Ministries. Greg started and ran his 
own social media marketing company. Greg has been 
featured in Forbes, the Wall Street Journal, Christianity 
Today, and on CBS, FOX, and NBC. Greg is a Church 
Associate with DiverseChurchJobs.com and serves on 
the Advisory Board of Full Strength Network.

Bishop Debra Wallace-PadgettBishop Debra Wallace-Padgett

The Reverend Dr. Debra 
Wallace-Padgett was elected a 
Bishop of The United Methodist 
Church at the 2012 Southeastern 
Jurisdictional Conference. 

At the time of her election, she 
was the lead pastor of St. Luke 

United Methodist Church in Lexington, Kentucky, 
which during her tenure, grew in membership, 
strengthened its infrastructure, built a $4.5 million 
Ministry Life Center and launched a multi-cultural 
worship service. Her previous service to the church 
includes six years as District Superintendent, three 
years as pastor of Paris First UMC, 11 years on staff 
at Lexington First UMC, and two years as Director of 
Christian Education at Epworth UMC. She served in 
a variety of roles in the Kentucky Annual Conference, 
Southeastern Jurisdiction and General Conference. 
She is currently the chair of the standing Committee 
on Evangelism for the World Methodist Council. She 
previously served as a member of the Commission 
on a Way Forward, the General Commission on the 
Status and Role of Women, the Connectional Table 
and the Council of Bishops Executive Committee. 

Bishop Wallace-Padgett now performs a dual role 
as Bishop of the North Alabama Conference and 
Holston Conference until the next Episcopal election.


