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 Events - Coming Soon! 
Check the Holston online calendar for a full listing of future events. 

 

December: 

How to Do More With Less 

December 7   Online   0.1 CEUs 

 

For most local congregations, there are lingering questions about the future. One  

question on most church’s minds is “How can we do more with less money, people, youth 

and young adults, less programming and more connection?” Join Rebekah Simon-Peter 

as she shares what she has learned through recent research and focus groups.  

 

January: 

Tips for Preaching During Lent and Easter 

January 11   Online   0.1 CEUs 

 

As clergy, we are called, among other things, to preach. In September, there was a  

tremendous response to Bishop Sharma Lewis’ webinar related to preaching for Advent. 

Bishop Lewis, author of best-selling Lenten guide, Journey to Transformation, will be with 

us January 11 to lead a one-hour session on Preaching During Lent. 

 

Miinistry, Mental Health, and Me 

January 14-15   Chattanooga   CEUs TBD 

 

Who ministers to the mental health of the minister? Is that even ok? Am I selfish for  

considering myself in ministry? Topics covered include  Silent Suffering: Ministers and 

Codependency, Social Anxiety: We’re not All Extroverts, Solitude: Loneliness is Killing 

Me, Sorrow: I’m a Minister, but I’m Depressed, Slavery: Addictions that Hurt My Ministry,  

and Self-Care: It is an Ethical Issue. 

 

Engaging the Bible in Rural Ministry 

January 17 - February 25   Online   3.0 CEUs 

 

This course is for people lay people and clergy in rural communities who want to explore 

the value of the Bible to their distinctive rural settings. It is a six-week course and the first 

course in the Rural Ministry Certification from the Institute for Discipleship. Participants  

explore the unique places they live and how the Bible matters both inside and outside of 

the church without being glued to studies and sermons.  

http://www.holston.org/#events
https://clergyeducation.com/events/rspmore/
https://clergyeducation.com/events/bishop-sharma-lewis-engaging-the-congregation-tips-for-powerful-preaching/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/edify-ministry-mental-health-and-me-tickets-216547006927?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.beadisciple.com/online-christian-courses/ifdc910-engaging-the-bible-in-rural-ministry/


 Women Speak of God 

January 17—February 25   Online   1.5 CEUs 

 

(Note: Amy Oden will be one of our featured speakers at Convocation in February.) 

This course is not just for women! The workshop is about how Christians in different  

cultures, different time periods, and different social locations have told their faith stories.  

 

Amy Oden, professor of the History of Christianity and Dean of Wesley Theological  

Seminary in Washington, DC, presents video lectures on six Christian women who wrote 

about their faith. The workshop explores how we, as members of the Christian family, tell our 

“family stories.” It also helps us to examine our own faith and to articulate our own experi-

ences of God.  

 

Resurrection: Together Again 

January 21-23   Le Conte Center, Pigeon Forge   0.7 CEUs 

 

Resurrection returns live to Pigeon Forge in 2022. The featured speaker will be  

Paul Epperson. Music will be provided by Roger Williams & the All Mixed-up Quartet, a 

Christian rock band from the foothills of the Smokies. Clergy can attend for free (one  

pastor per charge). 

 

February: 

Ministers’ Convocation: Boundless Hospitality 

February 7-9   Pigeon Forge and Online   2.0 CEUs 

 

Live Convocation is back! Join us at Music Road in February to hear some great speakers 

and re-connect with your clergy colleagues.  The theme for our event will be "Boundless 

Hospitality". Through good times and bad, health and pandemic, agreement and discord, we 

strive to embody the message of Christ in every encounter and extend a heartfelt welcome 

to all - from the doors of our churches to our district ministries and throughout Holston  

Conference and beyond.  

 

Our featured speakers will be Dr. Amy Oden, author and Professor of Early Church His-

tory and Spirituality, and Greg Atkinson, best-selling author and ,international speaker. Our 

preachers for worship will be Dr. Teresa Fry Brown, Bandy Professor of Preaching at  

Candler School of Theology, and our new Bishop, Debra Wallace-Padgett.  

 

More details and brochure will be coming shortly. Meanwhile be sure to register soon! For 

those who cannot attend in person, a virtual registration option is offered.  

To register with the hotel, call 1-800-429-7700. Then select option 3. The group name is: 

“Holston Conference Convocation.”  

https://www.beadisciple.com/online-christian-courses/wmn201-women-speak-of-god/
http://www.resurrectionyouth.com/
https://www.holston.org/event/15765272?month=11&year=2021&day=1&display=l
https://www.amyoden.com/
https://gregatkinson.com/about/
https://candler.emory.edu/faculty/profiles/fry-brown-teresa.html
https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/person-detail/2463628
https://holston-reg.brtapp.com/convocation2022


CEU QUICKLINKS:  
  

PeoplePortal User  
Instructions  
(Includes directions for 
submitting CEU requests) 
 
Event Evaluation Form  

 CLERGY  

  NOTES:  

When you are submitting events for credit through your PeoplePortal, be sure to check your 
events attended before submitting a new request for credit. After some larger events offered 
in Holston Conference, I receive attendance lists and post the credits for everyone. If you 
submit a request for the same event, I need to delete it or risk posting the same credit twice. 
 
Also, be sure to check the listing for Convocation 2022: Boundless Hospitality on the  
previous events page. More details will be coming soon. 
 
Finally, Terry and I want to wish you a Blessed Christmas and a joy-filled and healthy New 
Year filled with wisdom and inspiration from attending some of the great educational  
opportunities you find in this newsletter! 

             Book Review 
God’s Welcome: 
Hospitality for a Gospel-Hungry World 
    - by Dr. Amy Oden     

Dr. Oden will be one of our speakers at Convocation in February.  

 

Gospel hospitality is more than being friendly or having coffee after 

worship.  It's a way of life, a spiritual practice both for individuals 

and communities.  It's full of surprises that change both host and 

guest or stranger because God's welcome feeds those who are 

hungry for forgiveness, rest, and peace; that is, for salvation.  

Oden illuminates the spiritual practice of evangelism in the Good News by tracing God's 

welcome in ten Bible meditations and in drawing out eight implications for each  

congregation as a station for God's welcome feast.  An appendix offers small group,  

worship, and fellowship activities that flow from this spirituality of evangelism  

 

Amy G. Oden is Professor of Early Church History and Spirituality at Saint Paul School of Theology 

at Oklahoma City University and the author of In Her Words, And You Welcomed Me, and Right 

Here Right Now, all published by Abingdon Press.  

https://www.holston.org/ceu-program-for-appointed-pastors
https://www.holston.org/ceu-program-for-appointed-pastors
http://holston-email.brtapp.com/files/clergy+services/event+evaluation+form.pdf
https://www.cokesbury.com/Gods-Welcome?refq=gods%20welcome
https://www.holston.org/event/15765272?month=11&year=2021&day=1&display=l


A Message from Our Director... 

I learned that day that I could throw an axe, but that my wife could throw one even better 
than I could. I jokingly said, I want to make sure she is around in the event of a zombie 
apocalypse. 
 
As I watched my family throwing axes, I noted that the target was pock marked by the many 
axes that had been thrown at it. I realized, that for maximum effect, the axe had to be 
sharp. When it hit, the edge bit into the wood and stayed on target. If the axe were dull, 
then the likelihood that it would bounce off the target increased. 
 
In Ecclesiastes 10:10 we find these words: 

   A dull ax means harder work [
L 
If the ax is blunt and the edge is not sharp, then he must  

   increase his efforts]. ·Being wise will make it easier [
L 
The advantage of wisdom is  

   success]. (EXB) 
 
As ministers, it is important for us to keep our “axes” sharp. Let me suggest a few of the  
axes we need to keep sharp to reduce the efforts of doing ministry. 
 
First of all, we need to sharpen our relationship with God. We need to engage in some sort 
of regular spiritual discipline. At the very least, the regular reading of Scripture—and not just 
the scripture for weekly sermon preparation—but scriptures to help us learn more about the 
fullness of God as found in the scriptures. Bishop Wallace Padgett has already extended an 
invitation for everyone to join her in a read through the Bible in 2022. That might be a place 
to start.  
 
However, more than reading of scripture is needed. We also need to meditate upon it and 
think about what it means for our lives. That often involves approaching God in prayer  
asking for our spiritual eyes and ears to be opened so that we can see and hear God’s 
words as it is revealed to us. 
 
Secondly, we need to sharpen the relationship that we have with our families. They are our 
primary support group. The family is the place where we don’t have to be the “preacher”. 
Within the family circle, we are a spouse (learning to love his wife or her husband) more 
deeply with each passing day. If so blessed, we are the father or mother that trains our  
children in the ways of God and prepares them for the wiles of the world.  
 
Thirdly, we need to sharpen the relationship that we have with our congregants. This  
requires that we actively seek to learn about their lives and that we seek to bring God’s 
presence into their lives. We do this through worship, our sermons, our prayers, our daily 
interactions.  

Continued next page 

 

A  few months ago, my family went to the Axe House in Sevierville. 
To be honest, I thought the place was some sort of pub/eatery. My 
children, however, knew that it was a much different place. It was a 
place where you throw axes at targets. Seeing that there were six of 
us, we were given two lanes. A young man instructed us in the art of 
axe throwing. He reminded us that the axes were sharp and that we 
had to exercise caution.  
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In terms of worship, we can seek to prepare the best worship opportunities as our situation 
allows. Perhaps, this means that we engage in continuing education to be more effective at 
worship. The same could be said for sermons. We could all use help in sharpening the axe 
through better preparation and delivery methods. In terms of daily interactions, while COVID 
has changed those typical methods, it does not mean that we can ignore the contacts that 
we need to make. We just have to be more creative in finding new ways to replace in home 
and hospital visitation. 
 
Finally, I would suggest that we find a way to sharpen our axe in regard to our presence in 
the communities in which we live. Again, COVID has drastically changed the way that we 
interact with our communities. However, I am a firm believer that the pastor and the church 
must still find ways to make their presence felt within the communities that they serve. 
 
I am sure that there are other aspects of our ministry and our lives that need sharpening. I’d 
like to hear from you if you have other ideas.  
 
I pray that God will continue to richly bless you as you seek to serve the Kingdom in the 
places you have been sent. Be the light in the darkness of this world. 

 

          - Terry Goodman 

 

 

Holy Land Journey with the Holston Conference of the United Methodist Church and 
Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett 2022 
June 28—July 7  

 

Join the Holston Conference of the United Methodist Church with Bishop Debra Wallace-
Padgett on a 10 day Holy Land Journey, starting at $4,096* from Atlanta, GA or Nashville, 
TN, or $4,146* from Knoxville, TN or Tri Cities-Bristol/Kingport/Johnson City departing on 
June 28, 2022. Visit places such as Capernaum, Jerusalem, Jericho, Bethlehem,  
Nazareth, Mount of Olives, and much more!  
 
Scholarships will be available from Holston Conference for new ordinands and from  EO for 
clergy who are making their first pilgrimage to the Holy Land.  
 
See this message from our Bishop: 
 

mailto:terrygoodman@holston.org
mailto:sueweber@holston.org
http://www.holston.org/ministries/group/wli/
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/hl22062822h#eotours
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/hl22062822h#eotours
http://holston-email.brtapp.com/viewinsite/326bd3dd7804c29e95707404e6a22954?email=Sue@Holston.org

